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See instructions in How to Complete National Reglster Forms
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1. Name ’
historic | MPERI AL THEATRE ‘ ‘ - v
and/or common _ GROVE THEATRE
. - -
2. Location o -
street & number MARKET STaEeT (N0 RECORDES—a¥ReeTwowsER) - NA_ not for pubiication
city, town WALNUT GROVE NA_vicinity of congressionai district 141n
state CALS FORNI A code 06 county SACRAMENTO code 067
. - - . - -

3. Classification
Category Ownership " ‘Status . Present Use ‘
____ district ____ public ' —_occupied —_ agriculture —__ museum
_X building(s) X__ private " X__ unoccupied ___ commercial ___ park
____structure . both . work in progress -—— educational ___ private residence
____site Public Acquisition Accessible ____entertainment: " religious
- object ___in process - X__vyes: restricted — government —scientific

Co being considered —_ yes: unrestricted — industrial —_ transportation

X'  NA .. _—__no ; —__ military 7. © _x other: VACANT

4. Owner of Property L e

name  LUCILLE OwENS, ET. AL

street & number 2779 KAWEAW DRI VE '

city, town SHINGLE SPRINGS . NA_vicinity of \ :s‘tate‘ CAL!I FORNI A 95682

b

5. Location of Legal Descrlptlon

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. SAcRmtnro Couutv R:coaosn's OFFicE

street & number 901 "G" STREET

city, town SACRAMENTO ' ‘ state CALIFORNIA 95814

6. Representatlon in Enstmg Surveys

titie NONE ‘ ' has this property been determined elegible? ____yes _x _no
date NA ' ___federal ___state ___county ___local
depository for survey records " NA

city, town NA ‘ state NA




7. Description

Condition Check one Check one

—___excellent __deteriorated ____ unaitered _X_original site

___good e tuins _X_ altered —_moved date NA
_X_fair —— unexposed

Describe the present and orlglnal (if known) physical appearance
The Imperial Theatre is_located at the end of Market Street, adjacent to commercial
buildings of a similar age. Its appearance is that of A LONG, NARROW, TWO-S8TORY,

PLABTERED BUILDER PSEUDO NEO=CLASSBIC STRUCTURE, WITH A SIMPLE BASIC EXTERIOR AND A MUCH MORE
UNI QUE ORNAMENTED | NTERIOR, PRIMARILY ACHIEVED BY THE USE OF PRESSED TIN DESIGN CEILINGS AND
WALLPAPERED VERTICAL SURFACES, A VERY SIMPLIFIED STAGE 18 LOCATED AT THE EAET END OF THE
AUD!I TORI UM, AND A REASONABLY LARGE BALCONY 1§ OVER THE ENTRY LOBBY,

THE | MPERI AL THEATRE, OR GROVE THEATRE, A8 IT I8 NOw CALLED, 18 A 30' x 100! wooo
FRAME AND PLASBTER STRUCTURE UBING "CARPENTER® TRUBSBES TO CLEAR 8PAN THE TOTAL BPACE, THE
STREET FACADE MAS AN OPEN PORCH BUPPORTED BY TWO PBSEUDO=CLABSBICAL, PLASTERED COLUMNS, THE
PORCH CEILING CONTAINS THE ORI QI NAL PRESSED TIN CEILING WITH A 7" TIN CROWN MOLD DEFI NI NG
THE ORIGINAL BMAPE, THIS FRONT ELEVATI ON HMAB A PARAPET WI TH PLASTER TRIM MOLDI NG WHICH
FOLLOWS THE GMAPE OF THE UPPER ROOF LINE, FIVE PLABTER MOLDED ARCHES FORM THE MAIN DESIGN
THEME ABOVE THE PORCH COLUMNE AND BEAM SYSTEM. THREE OF THESE ARCMES HOUSE RELATIVELY SMALL
WOOD BASH CASEMENT WiNDOWS Wi TH FULLY ROUNDED ARCHED HEADS, THREE LARGE, ROUND VENTS wtru
HEAVY WOOD LATTICE AND TWO SMALL DOUBLE HUNG WiINDOWS 8§ T JUST ABOVE THE PORCH BEAM,

ON THE BOUTH ELEVATION, THERE 18 AN I NDICATION THAT AN ADDED wooo:n EXTERI OR STAIRWAY
ONCE LED FROM THE BALCONY TO THE GROUND LEVEL. THERE 18 AN EXIT DOOR JUST IN FRONT OF THE
STAGE AREA, AND A STAGE-LEVEL DOOR APPROXIMATELY MID=-8TAGE OPENS 4' ABOVE EXI8TING EXTERIOR
GQRADE Wi TH NO PRESENT INDICATION OF EI THER STAIRS OR LANDING, THERE ARE THREE DOUBLE HUNG
WOOD Wi NDOWS AND AN EXIT DOOR AT MIDSSBEATING AREA, ALL OF wWMICH HAVE BEEN BEALED OVER ON THE
INSIDE AND ONLY SHOW A8 BOARDED UP OPENINGS ON THE EXTERICR,

A wO0D FRAME AND 8STUCCO LEAN-TO AT THE REAR OF THE STAGE (EAST ELEVATION WAS ADDED TO
HOUSE A LATER MECHANICAL SYSTEM,

THE NORTH WALL HAS ONLY ONE EXIT DOOR, LOCATED IN FRONT OF TME STAGE, AND A SMALL
Wi NDOW FROM THE TOILET ROOM UNDER THE LOBBY 8TAIRS, TERRA COTTA PIPE FLUE FOR ORI GINAL WOOD
BURNING STOVE 8TILL EXISTS ON THI8 ELEVATION, FOR MANY YEARS, THE WOOD STOVE SAT ABOUT MALF
WAY DOWN THE LEFT S8IDE OF THE THEATRE, HEATING THE TWENTY=OR-80 SEATS IN THE IMMEDIATE AREA

MORE THAN ADEQUATELY, THE HEAT SELDOM REACHING THE REST OF THE AUDI TORI UM,
THE' ORI GI NAL ENTRY PORCH HAE BEEN PARTIALLY ENCLOSED AND A SMALL BOX OFFICE ADOED,

CENTRALLY LOCATED BETWEEN THE PAIRS OF DOUBLE DOORS, AND THE ADDED ENCLOSURE wALL (c. 1940's)
I NCLUDES A SINGLE PAIR OF DOORS GOING TO THE OUTSIDE, EVIDENCE OF THE ENCLOSURE ADDITION I8
THAT THE PRESSED TIN CEILING AND CROWN MOLD DEFINE THE ORI GINAL PORCH AREA, CONTI NUI NG FROM
THE LOBBY TO THE EXTERIOR PORCH COLUMNS, THE FLOOR | & CONCRETE, SLOPING FROM THE BOX OFFIGE
70 A 43" sTEP AT THE siDEWALK.

THE LOBBY 18 APPROXIMATELY 9'x29', wiTH A PRESBED TIN CEILING AND A SMALL TIN CROWN
MOLD, IN A PATTERN DI FFERENT FROM THAT OF THE MAIN AUDI TORIUM CEILING, A STAIR LEADS FROM THE
LOBBY TO THE BALCONY ON THE NORTH SIDE, WiTH A SINGLE TOILET AND LAV LOCATEG UNDER THE STAIR
LANDING, A 5l'x8' ROOM TO THME SOUTH SIBE OF THE PORCH AND FORWARD OF THE LOSBBY APPEARS TO BE
THE ORIGINAL BOX OFFICE OR COMBINATI ON BOX/MANAGER'S OFFICE, BOTH WALLS AND CEILING IN THI S
ROOM ARE 1%x4" siIDING, MUNG VERTICALLY, USING PARTIALLY A 8INGLE WALL CONSTRUCTION,

THE MAIN AUDI TORIUM HAS A CENTER AISLE, SLOPED FLOORS wiTH 14 Rows oF 7 FOLDING, CAST=-
| RON=FRAMED THEATER SEAT8 ON EACH SIDE, WALLS ARE PLASTER OVER WOOD LATH wiTH 4' wiam fnxhn
DOUBLE V GROOVED T&G DOuGLAS FIR WAI NSCOT, S8ET VERTICALLY WITH A S8IMPLE 1%x4® cap, CElLING
18 PRESSED TIN THROUGHOUT, WITH A CONTINUOUS LARGE TIN CROWN MOLD AROUND THE ENTIRE AREA,

THE SLOPED FLOORING 18 17x4" TG VERTICAL GRAIN DOUGLAS FIR OVER A 17"x6" DIAGONAL SUBFLOOR,
RUNNING EAST AND WEST, FOLLOWING THE CONTOUR OF THE EARTHM, AN AREA IN FRONT OF THE BTAQE 18
TRAPPED FOR A CONCRETE ORCHESTRA PI T, APPROXIMATELY 43' wioe x 16' Lone x 18" peep, DuRiNa
THE SILENT MOVIE ERA, A PIPE ORGAN WAS UBED TO ACCOMPANY THE FILM8, UNTIL | T WAS DAMAGEOD BY
FIRE, AT WHICH TIME A PLAYER PIANO WAS | NSTALLED,

"SIGQHT=LI NE" FLOOR SLOPE OF THE MAIN AUDI TORIUM WAS CREATED BY BLOPING THE EARTH TB THE
REQUI RED ANGLE AND LAYING FIVE ROWS OF 37x12" MuD SILLS, RUNNING DOWN THE BLOPE. 4"xhntg were
LAID ON TOP OF THE MUD SILLS TO SUPPORT THE 2%x8" FLOOR Jol8Ts AT 16" o.c,

SEE CONTINUATI ON SHEET
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DESCRI PTION;

THE BALCONY 18 APPROXIMATELY 21'x29', wiTH STEP=DOWN ROWS OF SEATING, AND wOOD
WAI NSCOT OF THE SAME TYPE AS THE MAIN FLOOR, THE CENTER AISLE MAS S1X ROWS OF SEATING ON
THE NORTH, S8EVEN ON TWE SOUTH, AN EXIT DOOR TO AN EXTERIOR STAIR (REMOVED) 18 ON THE 8OUTH
8108, THE FLOOR 18 VERTICAL GRAIN DOUGLAS FIR RUNNING THE LENGTH OF THE SEATING,

A TOILET AND LAV ARE OFF THE STAIR LANDING, A PROJECTION BOOTH APPROXIMATELY 74!x21!
S8TILL CONTAINS PROJECTORS AND FILM STORAGE RACKS, A8 WELL A8 A HAND-REWIND TABLE, THERE I8
AN ATTIC HATCH IN THE PROJECTION ROOM CEILING, A LOW MEIGHT BTORAGE AREA |8 UNDERNEATH THE
PROJECTION ROOM FLOOR AND ABOVE THE CEILING FRAMING OF THE LOBBY AND PORCH, THE PROJECTION
ROOM CEILING 18 PARTIALLY PRESSED TIN AND PARTIALLY FLAT TIN SHEETS Wi TH LAPPED SEAMS,

THE STAGE 18 APPROXIMATELY 134" LONG x 29' WiDE X 4' HIGH, STAGE WAS FRAMED FROM
THE DIRT LEVEL UP UBING 2" x 8" JoisTe AT 16% 0.C., WITH TWO BEARING BEAMS AT THIRD POINTS,
THE FLOOR 18 LAMINATED OF 1Xx RANDOM wiDTH DOUGLAS FIR Di AGONAL SHEATHING SUBFLOOR, A 1nxén
T5G REDWOOD DECKING LAID IN AN EAST-WEST DIRECTION IN A 17"x4" VERTICAL GRAIN DouaLAs FiIR
FINISH FLOOR, THERE WA8 NEVER A "FLY GALLERY" OR A PROSCENIUM ARCH, ALTHOUGH A DRAPE VALANCE
IS IN LINE Wi TH THE FACE OF THE STAGE BEHIND THE FOOTLIGHTS AND STAGE STAIRS AT EACH 8IDE,
THE FOOTLIGHT TROUGH 18 CONTINUOUB ACROES THE TOTAL WIDTH OF THE BTAGE, MINUS THE STAIRWAVYS,
LI GHTING RECEPTACLES ARE APPROXIMATELY 12" 0,c, THE ORI GINAL FRONT OF THE STAGE WAS BEHIND
THE FOOTLIGHT TROUGH, APPROXIMATELY 20" TO THE REAR OF THE EX!STING WOOD PANELLED SBTORAGE
DOOR8, THERE 18 AN EXIT DOOR Wi TH PANIC HARDWARE (BOTH SIDES) AT THE MAIN FLOOR LEVEL,
IMMEDI ATELY ADJACENT TO THE BTAIR COMING OFF THE STAGE, ALL THREE WALLS SURROUNDING THE
STAGE ARE WOOD FRAME Wi TH WOOD LATH AND PLASTER, AND INDICATIONS ARE THAT AT LEAST PARTIAL
AREAS WERE ONCE WALLPAPERED, THE CEILING |8 THE SAME TYPE OF PRESSED TIN A8 THE MAIN
AUDI TORI UM,

THERE 18 EVIDENCE OF B80TH KNOB AND TUBE AND CONTINUOUS WIRING, SPECIAL STAGE LIGHTING
18 BET WP ON EACH SIDE WALL FORWARD OF THE STAGE,

THE PROPERTY BESCRIPTION A8 GI VEN IN SECTION 10 OF THIS APPLICATION 18 THE ORI @l NAL
LOT S81ZE WiTH THE BUILDING PLACED IN THE NORTHWEST QUARTER OF A LOT APPROXIMATELY ONE=HALF
ACRE IN 812E, THE PROPERTY 15 BABICALLY RECTANGULAR | N S8HAPE, APPROXIMATELY 90! wiDE X
220' DEEP., THIS EXTRA LAND WILL BE USED FOR LANDSBCAPE AND REQUIRED PARKING, THERE 18 NO
RECORD OR EVIDENCE OF ANY OTHER STRUCTURE EXISTENG ON THE 8l TE,



8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify beiow . v

—— prehistoric ___ archeology-prehistoric ____ community planning ____ landscape architecture____ religlon

——-1400-1499 . ___ archeoiogy-historic —_ conservation — law —__science

———1500-1599 ____ agriculture — economics —literature — sculpture

—1600-1699 ____ architecture —_ education — military _X_ social/

- 1700-1799 __art — engineering — - music humanitarian

—.1800-1899 __ commerce ——— exploration/settiement ___ philosophy -X__ theater

X _ 1900~ — communications — _industry " - '___'politics/government ___ transportation
» — invention —— other (specity)

Specific dates circa 1919-1920 Bulider/Architect YONEK!I CHI TAKEDA

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

THE | MPERIAL THEATRE WAS FOR MANY YEARS THE MAJOR SOURCE OF ENTERTAI NMENT, NOT ONLY
FOR RESIDENT8 OF WALNUT GROVE, BUT FOR ALL WHO LIVED IN THE SURROUNDING TOWNS OR ON THE
MANY | BLANDS OF THE SACRAMENTO RIVER DELTA NEAR WALNUT GROVE, | T wWAS EGPECIALLY IMPORTANT
DURING BOTH THE DEPRESS!ION AND WORLO WAR || wHICH FOLLOWED, BECAUSE EMPTY POCKETS AND GA80=
LINE SHORTAGES SEVERELY HAMPERED LONG DI BSTANCE TRAVEL AND EXPENSI VE ENTERTAI NMENT,

THE IMPERIAL THEATRE WA8 BUILT CIRCA 1919-1920, BY. LOCAL BUSINESSMAN YONEKI CHI TAKEDA,
BUILDER OF AN EARLIER THEATER IN WALNUT GROVE (NO LONGER EXISTING), ON LAND LEASED FOR 99
YEARS FROM ALEXANDER BROWN, AN EARLY RESIDENT OF WALNUT GROVE, AMONG OTHER VENTURES,
ALEXANDER Brown OWNED THE GENERAL MERCHANDI 8E STORE, HOTEL, PACKING ubus;, tho WATER SYBTEMS
(one CAucast AN, ONE CHI NEBE/JAPANSBE),’ IN ADDITION TO MUCH OF THE LAND iN AND AROUND v
WALNUT GROVE, THE THEATRE WA8 BUILT FOR THE COMMUNITY AT THE REQUESBT OF MRS. BROWN., BECAUSE
OF VARIOUS ' - . EXCLUSIONARY LAWE EXIBTING AT THE TIME, LAND WAS OWNED BY CAUGAS!ANS AND
THE THEATRE BUILDING | TSELF WAS OWNED AND OPERATED BY MR, TAKEDA, A JAPANESE. MR, TAKEDA
OPERATED THE THEATRE FOR MANY YEARS, AND FOLL OWING HI 8 MANAGEMENT, |T WAS OWNED AND OPERATED
8Y BEN HARVEY UNTIL HIB DEATH IN THE LATE 1930%'s., THE HARVEY FAMILY RAN SBEVERAL THEATERS
IN CALIFORNIA AT THIS TIME., MRS, HARVEY ATTEMPTED TO RUN THE THEATRE ALONE, BUT EVENTUALLY
80LD IT TO BEN'S BROTMER, RAY, AND MR. AND MR8, RAY GILGERT, WHO OPERATED | T FROM 1941-1956
A8 GILQERT AND HARVEY'S GROVE THEATRE,

IN THE LATE 1930's, EARLY 40's, THE THEATRE WAS THE BCENE OF LOCAL "AMATEUR NigHTS",
PATTERNED AFTER THOS8E PRODUCED BY MAJOR BOWES FOR RADIO AND EARLY TV. PARTICIPATION WAS
EXCELLENT, AND THE TALENT SHOWS WERE A WELCOME PART OF TME AREA'S 8s0CIAL LIFE. THE 1930's
ALSO S8AW THE STAGE OF THE THEATRE USED FOR SEVERAL ROAD SMOWS THAT CAME FOR ONE NiGHT ONLY.,
IN THE 1940's, 0's, & 60's, THE THEATRE OPERATORE WERE GO-HOSTE FOR AN ANNUAL CHRI 8TMAS
SHOW THAT WAS A YERY IMPORTANT PART OF THE ENTERTAINMENT PROVIDED FOR THE CHILDREN OF THE
DELTA, | T wAS PRODUCED IN COOPERATION WITH THE SACRAMENTO BEE NEWSPAPER, AND CONBISTED OF
MOVIES, CARTOONS, LIVE ENTERTAINMENT, AND TREATS8 FOR THE CHILDREN, SEVERAL HUNDRED CHILDREN
ATTENDED THESE PERFORMANCES EACH YEAR,

IN MAY OF 1954, A REPREBENTATIVE OF THE GOVERNMENT OF NATI ONALI ST CHINA WAS MET BY
¥IRTUALLY THE WHOLE DELTA CHINEBE COMMUNITY, IN WALNUT GROVE IN A FUND RAISING EFFORT, IN
THE GROVE THEATRE, LI PoOK SANG, FROM TAl wAN, FORMOSA, SPOKE TO THE CIVIC LEADERS OF THE
GROUP, AND SHOWED A NATIONAL!I ST GOVERNMENT FILM DENOUNCING COMMUNI SM I N MAINLAND CHI NA,

A MUCH BMALLER THEATER IN THE NEARBY TOWN OF LOCKE S8MOWED EXCLUSIVELY ASIAN LANGUAGE
FILM8, MOST OF THE FILM8 BROWN AT THE IMPERIAL THEATRE LARGELY SERVED THE ENGLI BH=BPEAK! NG
POPULACE, ALTHOUGH FILMS WERE SHOWN OCCAS)ONALLY IN THE SPANI8H, JAPANESE, CHINESE, AND
FILIPINO LANGUAGES, SOME ON A REGULAR BASIS, SOME A8 FUND RAI SING BENEFI TS,

TELEVISBION AND | NCREASI NG MOBILITY EVENTUALLY TOOK THEIR TOLL8 ON THE | MPERIAL THEATRE
ATTENDANCE AND IT wAS GLOBED IN 1970, THIS BUILDING OWES MUCH OF I T8 S8IGNIFICANCE TO IT8
ROLL AS A LONGSTANDI NG PART OF THE AREA'S CULTURAL AND S80CI AL ENVI RONMENT., THE UNLIKELY
CONTI NUED EXISTENCE OF 8S8UCH A STRUCTURE THREATENS THE I NDI VIDUAL AND HUMAN SCALE OF BUCH
SMALL ENTERPRI SES,



9. Major Bibliographical References

SEE CONTINUATION SHEET

10. Geographical Data

Quadrangle name _! BLETON, CA _ ‘ Quadrangle scale __1:24,000
UMT References
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Verbal boundary description and justlﬁcation 'AssEssoR's PARcEL #146-340-03, PoRr, SEO. 35 T. 5.N.,
R, 4 E, MDB & M--BEGI NNING AT A POINT AT THE CENTER LINE OF MARKET Smsev AND THE CENTER LI NE
INTERSECTI ON OF BRI 0aE ST._nunmna 22,004 Soummstem.vhmsn NORTHEASTERLY 15.00' THEN AGAIN
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state NA " code " county NA ‘ qodq

state NA Y " code ' county " NA ‘ ., code

11. Form PreparedBy ~ =~ - - ' )

namettitle , - Bos McCaABe _ ' ! . ot

i P . . i ) T 5
organization . 1 .BOB:McCABE = ARCHI TECT date FEBRUARY 22 1682 .
street & number 1809 19TH STREET : telephone - : (916) 447-1 127, 1!47-4347
city ortown SACRAMENTO | . ' ' state - .. - CALIFORN AL 95814

12. State Hlstorlc Preservatlon Offlcer Certlﬂcatlon

The evaluated sngniﬂcance of this property within the state is:’ !
i -

[ natnonal ___state ' _X local L,

As the des:gnated State Hlstonc Preservation Officer.for the National Histaric Preservation Act of 1966 (Publlc Law 89—
665), | hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and-certify that it has been evaluated . i
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the Heritage Cqnservation and Recreation Service. |

A oY) . . ! . G C S
State Historic Preservation Officer signature Qlu\ s L : L

State Historic Preservation Officer
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. MAJOR Bl BLI OGRAPHI CAL REFERENCES:
TAPED CONVERSATIONS ON JANUARY 5, 20, 25; FEBRUARY 8, 1982 wi TH:

1. MR, AND MRS, RAY GILGERT, WALNUT GROVE, CA
2, LEE HANSEN, WALNUT GROVE, CA

3. MR, AND MRS, Dick PHiPPs, WALNUT GROVE, CA
4, TosHio SAKAI, WALNUT GROVE, CA

5. MRs., HELEN WiLsoN, WALNUT GROVE, CA

6., PiNe LEE, WALNUT GROvE, CA

7. MRs, DOROTHY AuGusTA, WALNUT GROVE, CA

. EO SaLlsBURY, WALNUT GRove, CA

9, Tim WiLsON, WALNUT GROVE, CA

10. BiLL SHELDON, WALNUT GROVE, CA

TELEPHONE CONVERSATI ONS Wil TH:

. ARTHUR BROWN, WALNUT GROvVE, CA

. MANUEL ROGERS, WALNUT GROVE, CA

. MRs, Loul s TAKEDA NOMURA, MINNEAPOLIS, MN
. MR8, DOROTHY AuGUSTA, WALNUT GROVE, CA

0N -

SACRAMENTO BEE NEWSPAPER, MAY 4, 1954; Decemser 1965; DecemBer 1967,
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Assessor 's Map Bk. 146 Pg.34 FOR ACTIVE M/R SEE 500-31
Gounty of Sacramem‘o Cahf

Record of Survey, 0.S. Bk. 30, Pg.27
Assessor's Unrecorded Map Reclamation District 554



