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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) <PH YSI C A L APPEARANCE

The Wallace farmhouse and outbuildings are modiest wood frame
gable roofed structures on a 200 acre plot of western Iowa farmland.
The house is composed of a two-story rectangular block with a
one and one-half story rectangular wing. Interesting to note
are the paired windows on the upper story of the main block and the
shed roof porch with posts extending from the small wing. Original
clapboard siding has been covered with an asbestos shingle material.
The roof is composed of what appears to be the original
wood shingles. Although the extent of alternations to the house
on the interior is unknown, it is thoughtthat they are minor and that
they reflect the kinds of alterations and modernizations typical of
such modest farm dwellings. It is known, however, that a new foundation
was laid in 1961.

Some distance away from the farmhouse and also on the original 
200 acres of the Wallace Farm are the original barn and assorted 
outbuildings. (Only the barn is included in this application). The 
barn's wood vertical siding is in a state of great disrepair.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

This farm is important for its association with the lives of two 
Iowa agricultural and political leaders who gained national 
prominence. Henry Catwelilfanace owned and edited the influential 
paper, Wallace's Farmer, and served as the^U.S. Secretary of 
Agriculture, 1921-24. His son, Henry Agard Wallace, who continued the 
newspaper until his father's death in 1924, achieved prominence 
in national public life as U.S. Secretary of Agriculture, 1933-40, 
Vice President of the United States, 1941-45, U.S. Secretary of 
Commerce, 1945-46, and presidential candidate of the Progressive Party 
in 1948.

The farm was one of several in Adair County purchased by Henry 
Cantwell's father during the period 1869-87, all of which were 
leased to tenants. In 1877 Reverend Henry A. Wall aceJeft the 
ministry and moved to Winterset, Madison County, lowa^ to look after 
these nearby land investments. It was not until 188/Vtiowever, 
that this particular farm came to be directly operated by members 
of the Wallace family. At that time, a tenant left the farm and 
Henry C. Wallace, a student bored with his studies at Iowa State 
Agricultural College, convinced his father to allow him to take over 
and operate the property. After five years, during which time his 
son, Henry Agard was born, Henry C. Wallace returned to finish his 
degree at Ames and then remained there until 1895 as a member of the 
faculty. Thereafter, it was the new Wallace family newspaper in Des 
Moines that became the focus of family economic endeavor. Yet, even in 
1924 Henry C. owned a 280 acre farm eight miles north of Des Moines 
and his son, Henry A., owned forty acres adjoining.

By 1916 Wallace's Farmer was one of the leading agricultural papers 
in the United States. It took an active early role in antimonopoly 
legislation and led other agricultural newspapers in the attention 
it gave to agricultural economics.

Because of the strong role exerted by these individuals on agricultural 
and political affairs, the Wallace Farm merits nomination. It was 
both directly connected with the formative years of these men 
and is illustrative of their subsequent activities.
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