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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Exterior: Built in 1891, Central Graded School is a plainly finished, gable-
roofed, two-story brick building. The influence of the Richardsonian Romanesque
style of architecture is shown in its bell tower with large round-headed

openings and short, thick columns. The original portion of the building is
T-shaped, with the square bell tower in one angle of the "T." The tower has

two large Romanesque arches; on the first level the arch creates a small porch

in which the main entrance to the building is recessed. A large Romanesque

arch opening on the second level of the tower is glazed. The third level of

the tower has an open colonnade of short, thick columns, set on a parapet faced
with sheet metal and supporting a high pyramidal roof. Stones inscribed "School"
and "1891" are set in the front face of the tower. The tower has drip courses and
string courses of brick delineating the arched openings, and decorative brick
bands between levels. Brickwork throughout the older portion is laid in American
(or common) bond. Wooden box cornice and frieze outlined in molding continue
around the building and are repeated in gable ends. The box cornice also appears
under the tower roof and a frieze with molding runs below the colonnade. The
majority of the windows are regularly spaced, have nine-light sashes, plain lintels
and brick voussoirs. Rear portions of the building, added in 1899, 1904, and

ca. 1930, generally match the style and construction of the original portion.

The building was renovated in 1927.

Interior: The interior of the older portion, including 12 classrooms of simple
and functional design, apparently remains essentially as it was when built.

Surroundings: Located on the site of the Unionville Female Academy (c. 1835),
the school is a block from East Main Street, in the center of the city.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Central Graded School occupies a significant place in the history of education in the

Union area.

Union County and has produced several prominent South Carolina educators.

Built in 1891, it is the oldest surviving public school building in

Archi-

tecturally, it is a good example of the plain, solidly built, "modern” school
building of the late 19th Century, showing the influence of Richardsonian Romanesque

architecture.

of South Carolina, Union Regional Campus.

Architecture:

Ownership of the building was transferred in 1976 to the University

The influence of the Richardsonian Romanesque style current in the

1890s is evident in the large semi-circular arched openings of the bell tower; the
prominence of the tower; and the variation in size of windows, those on the first

floor being Targer than those on the second.

The building is typical of smaller

institutional buildings of the Richardsonian Romanesque period, having substantial
brick masonry walls and asymmetrical floor plan.

Education:
Female Academy (c. 1835).

Central Graded School was built in 1891, on the site of the Unionville
An Act of the General Assembly, adopted December 24,

1892, created the Union School District and transferred the property from the
Trustees of the Unionville Male and Female Academies to the Board of Trustees of

the new school district.

such as folding desks, maps, charts, etc...,"

The school was ”supq]ied with modern school appliances,
and intended as "a home institution

where our children can have a good education without the expense of seeking it
elsewhere.” 2 Enroliment grew quickly, and the school was expanded several times.
Many alumni later became educators prominent on the state level, including J. Rion

McKissick, 19th president of the University of South Carolina.

history, the school has also been used for numerous public meetings.

The building was used until June, 1976.

Throughout its

Plans for the structure call for its continued

use in an educational capacity as the library for the Regional Campus of the University

of South Carolina at Union.

1. "Catalogue of Union Graded Schools, Union, South Carolina, 1902-03, Twelfth

Annual Session, with Rules and Regulations."

p. 5.
2. 1bid., p. 3.

Union:

Union School District, 1903,
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION
The southern boundary of the property on which Central Graded School is located starts at
the junction of Academy Street and North Mountain Street. From this point it runs 342
feet north-northwest along North Mountain Street and continues in a straight line to the
intersection of North Mountain Street and the southern property line of the John Carpenter
estate. From there it follows the property line of the John Carpenter estate 264 feet
east-northeast until it intersects with North Church Street. From there the line then
runs south-southwest along North Church Street for 363 feet, intersects (continued)
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Pine Street, and continues in a straight Tine until North Church Street
intersects Academy Street. The line then runs 202 feet west-southwest
along Academy Street in a straight line to the beginning point of the
boundary.
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