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Town Worces car 

Address 51 Jefferson Street 

His tor ic Name Patrick Murphy Tliree-Decki;: 

Use: Present r es iaen t i a l 

Original r e s iden t i a l 

DESCRIPTION 

Date ca. 190C 

Source '-crcestsr ..ouse i j i r ec tc ry 

Style Queen Anne s ty le Thres-Lecke: 

Archi tect unknown 

Exterior Wall Fabric wood clapboard and 
s h i n g l e 

Outbuildings "-Q̂g 

Major Alterations (with dates) none 

Condition vary good 

Moved Date 

Acreage l e s s than 1/4 acre 

Setting Late i9 th /ear ly 20th csnnury 

uroan, r . r a l t i - f an i i v res iaen t ia l stree'; 

UTM REFERENCE 19/269530/4681510 

USGS qUADRANGLE W o r c e s t e r N o r t h 

SCALE 1 :25 ,000 

Recorded by Montine Jordar 

Organization 

Date February 19bl 

Revised f o r Mî C by Michael b t e i n i t z -12/88 



NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA STATEMENT ( i f applicable) 
The Patrick Murphy Three-Decker possesses integrity of location, design, setting, materials, 
workmanship, feeling and association. I t is significant for i t s association with the 
earliest focus of three-decker development on Grafton l i i l l , a neighborhood whose residents 
were primarily of Irish descent. I t is also an unusually well-preserved and exceptionally 
well-detailed example of local Queen Anne style three-decker construction. The Murphy 
Three-Decker thus meets c r i t : i r i a A and C of the !iational Register of Kistoric Places 
on the l o c a l l e v e l . 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE Describe important architectural features and evaluate in terms of 
other buildings within the community. i 
Architecturally, 31 Jefferson Street is a remarkably well-preserved, ornately detailed 
'example of the use of Queen Anee style elements in three-decker construction. The house 
has the cnaracteristic side-hall plan, with a side-wall jog. I t is clad in wood clapboard, 
with a band of cut shingle between the second and third floors. The gable-on-hip roof has 
a wide cornice overli.ing, containing regularly spaced decorative brackets. The facade 
has an entrybay witi. a double-leaf, panelled door, flanked by an angled, three-story 
bay window. Tiie corners wnere the bay window meets the roof cornice are decorated with 
large corner brackets with pendants, as is the jog corner on the side wall. On the 
main facade, a full-length f i r s t floor porch wraps around the bay window, and extends 
back to the side wall jog. The porch is supported by turned posts and has small, jigsawn 
brackets; i t is also decorated with a spindle balustrade, and ball-and-spindle frieze. 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE Explain the role owners played in local or state history and how the 
building relates to the development of the community. 
The Murphy Three-Decker was built ca. 1900 in the early core of the Irish residential 

neighborhood that developed on the northwest slope of Grafton H i l l . By the early 20th 
century, many Ir i s h families were moving from the older, inner city d i s t r i c t s to more 
stylish, new houses on the East Side h i l l slopes. The f i r s t known owner of 31 Jefferson 
Street was Patrick 3. Murphy, a laborer who resided here. Residents in 1900 included 
Michael J. O'Reily, a dentist; Mary M. O'Keily, a stenographer; Theresa Carroll, a 
teacher; Helen Carroll, a clerk; and Patrick and George Brown, agents. The Murphy family 
s t i l l lived here in 1912. Tenants at that time included Jeremiah O'Leary, a mattress 
maker; Daniel O'Leary, a helper; and Michael J. McGrath, a fireman. In the 1920s the 
building was owned and occupied by Jeremiah Donohue, a foreman. In 1930, tenants included 
Elizabeth Fogarty, a waitress; Mark McDougal, a hostler; Mary McDougal, a machine 
operator; and John Casey, a wire worker. 

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES 
Worcester Directory, Worcester House Directory, 1900, 1904, 1912, 1920, 1930. 
L.J. Richards, Atlas of the Citv of Worcester, 1911, 1922. 
J. Callahan et a l . , Wcrcester Three-Decker Survey, 1981. 

8/85 



(M«) 
OUB Apiml No. 1024-001$ 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of i-iistoric Places 
Continuation Sheet 

Section nunnber Page 

Worcester Three-Decker MRA Date Listed 
Worcester County, MASSACHUSETTS 

51. Massad^ Anthony, Three-Decker S'ati0^l'ie«l^eeper .^y^lUyMy^^Ay^ A^^/A 

Attest 

^/^jki^Keeper 

Attest 

53. McCarron, Andrew, Three-Decker :iatioQa,i Beglst^fKeeper ,,';7^6^A'^t-<^»^/^^"^^ A^A 

Attest 

52. McCafferty, Elizabeth, Three-Decker 

fiubstantlva Bevie* 

54. McDermott, John B . , Three-Decker^^^^^^^ j^n tno ^ Keeper 
Satioaa-i S9gli3t«X 

Attest 

55. McGrath, Patrick, Three-Decker "'^^''j^j^ gegiB*** ̂^̂ P er 

Attest 

SS > 
56. McGuiness, Patrick, Three-Decker .---^ JlKeeper 

,^AAAiy--^-/^^jo^ AT/9C 

:,atioual RegifltaP 

Attest 
-rt i n the . 

57. McPartland, Frank, Three-Deckei^^j^grj^ fiegi^'^^Keeper A^Y'AC 

Attest 

— AAfi 58. McPartland, James, Three-Decke^.i^uj.ed m ^i^** i^;-Keeper 

Sational BeglStIf 
Attest 

59. Munroe, Sarah, Three-Decker i iat iooai Begiat^^-^ggp^j. 

At tes t 

60. Murphy, Patrick, Three-Decker hioaa,! 
^aa^iat^x/^eper ^lAJo^y^.-^^^A^^^^ AA^^ 

9C 

Attest 



XJNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET 

REQUESTED ACTION: NOMINATION 

PROPERTY Murphy, Patrick, Three-Decker 
NAME: 

MULTIPLE Worcester Three-Deckers MRA 
NAME: 

STATE & COUNTY: MASSACHUSETTS, Worcester 

DATE RECEIVED: 12/26/89 DATE OF PENDING LIST: 1/09/90 
DATE OF 16TH DAY: 1/25/90 DATE OF 45TH DAY: 2/09/90 
DATE OF WEEKLY LIST: 

REFERENCE NUMBER: 89002404 

NOMINATOR: STATE 

REASONS FOR REVIEW: 

APPEAL: N DATA PROBLEM: N LANDSCAPE: N LESS THAN 50 YEARS: N 
OTHER: N PDIL: N PERIOD: N PROGRAM UNAPPROVED: N 
REQUEST: N SAMPLE: N SLR DRAFT: N NATIONAL: N 

COMMENT WAIVER: N 

^CCEPT RETURN REJECT 

ABSTRACT/StJMMARY COMMENTS: 

A A ^ ^ PATE S.urril"«lB̂  

RECOM./CRITERIA_ 
REVIEWER 
DISCIPLINE 
DATE 

DOCUMENTATION see attached coinments Y/N see attached SLR Y/N 



CLASSIFICATION 

count resource type 

STATE/FEDERAL AGENCY CERTIFICATION 

FUNCTION 

historic current 

DESCRIPTION 

architectural classification 
materials 
descriptive text 

SIGNIFICANCE 

Period Areas of Significance—Check and jus t i f y below 

Specific dates Builder/Architect 
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

summary paragraph 
completeness 
cl a r i t y 
applicable c r i t e r i a 
j u s t i f i c a t i o n of areas checked 
relating significance to the resource 
context 
relationship of integrity to significance 
justification of exception 
other 

BIBLIOGRAPHY 

GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 

acreage ^verbal boundary description 
UTMs boundary justification 

ACCOMPANYING DOCUMENTATION/PRESENTATION 

sketch maps ÛSGS maps photographs presentation 

OTHER COMMENTS 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to 

Phone 

Signed Date 







M x i t v r t t T 

Patrick Murphy Three-Decker 
31 Jefferson S t . , Worcester 
HllC if 1648 

r 



Please refer to the map in the 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet 

for this property 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000305 


