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Town Worces car
Addres 51 Jefferson Street

Historic Name Patrick Murphy Tliree-Decki;:

Phao (3'x3" or 3'x5', black ad

white) Indicate address of Use: Present resiaential
property an badk of phato.
Staple to left sde of forra Original residential
DESCRIPTION
Dae ca 190C

Source '-crcestsr ..ouse ijirectcry

Style Queen Anne style Thres-Lecke:

Architect unknown
Sketch Mgz Drav mp shomng property's location

in relation to nearest cross streets and/or Exterior Wdl Fabric wood clapboard and

mhical features. Indicate all buildings shingle
inventoried property and nearest Qut bui 1 dings "-@g

inter section(s).

Indicate north

Mpj or Alterations (wth dates) none
See attached map

Condition vary good

Mved Dat e

Acreage less than 1/4 acre

Setting Late i9th/early 20th csnnury

uroan, r.ralti-faniiv resiaential stree’;

UM REFERENCE  19/269530/4681510 Recorded by Montine Jordar
USGS JADRANGLE Worcester North Organization
SCALE 1:25,000 Date February 19Dl

Revised for M'Cby Michael bteinitz -12/88



NATI ONM. REQ STER CRITER A STATEMENT (i f applicabl e)

The Patrick Miurphy Three-Decker possesses integrity of location, design, setting, materials,
wor kmanshi p, feeling andassociation. [|tis significant for itsassociation with the
earliest focus of three-decker developnent on Grafton liill, a neighborhood whose residents
were primarily of Irish descent. [t is also anunusually well-preserved and exceptionally
wel | -detailed exanple of local Queen Anne style three-decker construction. The Mirphy
Three-Decker thus neets crit:iria Aand Cof the !iational Register of Kistoric Places

on thelocal level.

ARCH TECTURAL SSGNH CANCE  Describe inportant architectural features and evaluate in termsof
other buildings within the comunity. [

Architecturally, 31 Jefferson Street is arenarkably well-preserved, ornatelydetailed
"exanpl e of the use of Queen Anee style elenents in three-decker construction. The house
has the cnaracteristic side-hall plan, with a side-wall jog. I tis clad in wood clapboard,
with a band of cut shingle between the second andthird floors. The gable-on-hip roof has
a wide cornice overli.ing, containing regularly spaced decorative brackets. The facade

has an entrybay witi. a double-leaf, panelled door, flanked by an angled, three-story

bay w ndow Tiie corners wnere the bay w ndow neets the roof cornice are decorated with

| arge corner brackets with pendants, as is the jog corner onthe side wall. Qn the

main facade, a full-length first floor porch waps around the bay w ndow, and extends
back to the side wall jog. The porch is supported by turned posts and has small, jigsawn
brackets; i tis also decorated with a spindle balustrade, and ball-and-spindle frieze.

HSTGR CAL SSGNFICANCE Explain therole owers played i nlocal or state history and how t he
building relates tothe devel opnent of the community.

The Murphy Three-Decker was built ca. 1900 in the early core of the Irish residential
nei ghbor hood that devel oped on the northwest slope of Gafton Hill. By the early 20th
century, many lrish famlies were moving from the older, inner city districts to nore
stylish, newhouses onthe East Side hill slopes. Thefirst known owner of 31 Jefferson
Street was Patrick 3. Murphy, a laborer who resided here. Residents in 1900incl uded
Mchael J. OReily, adentist; Mary M OKeily, a stenographer; Theresa Carroll, a
teacher; Helen Carroll, aclerk; andPatrick and George Brown, agents. The Murphy famly

still lived here in 1912, Tenants at that time included Jeremah O Leary, a mattress
maker; Daniel O Leary, a helper; andMchael J. MGath, afireman. In the 1920s the
bui I ding was owned and occupied by Jerem ah Donohue, a foreman. | n1930, tenants included

Eli zabeth Fogarty, a waitress; Mark MDougal, a hostler; Mary MDougal, a machine
operator; and John Casey, a wire worker.

Bl BLI G3RAPHY and/ or REFERENCES

Wrcester Directory, Wrcester House Directory, 1900, 1904, 1912, 1920, 1930.
L.J. Richards, Atlas of the Citv of Wrcester, 1911, 1922.

J. Callahan et al., Wrcester Three-Decker Survey, 1981.
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PROPERTY  Murphy, Patrick, Three-Decker
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Patrick Murphy Three-Decker
31 Jefferson St., Worcester
HIIC if 1648



Please refer to the map In the
Multiple Property Cover Sheet
for this property

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000305



