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The Wasserman House is a large two story shingle style bungaloid with 
rather simple design features. The long gable roof of the front facade contains 
an extensive dormer composed of multi-paned wood casement windows. A simple 
eave overhang supported by long brackets runs the length of the front facade. 
The side facade presents two broad gables to the street, the gable of the porte- 
cochere in front being echoed by that of the body of the house behind and to one 
side. The larger gable is pierced by a series of casement windows which extend 
the length of this gable and echo the dormer in the front facade. These windows 
are embellished with flat stickwork. The porte-cochere has a small room contained 
within the structure.

The house is situated within its original setting which contains such 
exotics as the Monkey Puzzle tree, several Alexander palms, and a large cedar 
tree. Valley oaks and shrubbery complete the original setting. The interior 
of the building expresses the same simple design features in its trim, the open 
stair in the living room, built-in seats at the stair and front bay, and the sun 
porch at the rear.

There is also a detached garage to the rear of the house which reflects 
the same design characteristics as the house using the shingles and multi-paned 
windows. The rolling doors on the front are shingled.

The house was constructed for Milton Wasserman about 1915. This was the 
first house built on this property which is part of the John Isaac Parsons 
Addition.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Wasserman House is both architecturally and historically significant. 
Its architectural significance is enhanced by its original setting. The house 
and setting together convey a fine sense of the turn-of-the-century California 
Arts and Grafts ethic. The low-pitched rooflines and open plan of the simple 
shingle style building within its lush setting embody the image of "California 
as Eden," The large "Araucaria Araucana" (Monkey Tree) is unique to Santa Rosa. 
The tree is well known in the community and is a landmark. This is the only 
one in Santa Rosa and most prominent in Sonoma County. The Cedar is a large 
example of its species and does provide a strong feature in the overall significance 
of the building and its site.

Mr. Milton T. Wasserman had the house built in 1915. He sold the house 
to Dana Poulsen and his parents in 1923• Poulsen was a noted merchant in Santa 
Rosa and owned a large merchant store on Fourth Street. His son, Dana Poulsen, 
owned and operated Jobbers Electric Company for many years which was located in 
the Poulsen Building/Elks Hall, an historic building which was demolished for 
urban renewal.

(see continuation sheet*)
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Mr. Milton T. Wasserman was an important figure in the Hops 
industry in Santa Rosa from approximately 1910 to 1930, and 
was one of the largest dealers in the area. He was the main 
dealer/manager for the F&S Ulman of New York where apparently 
a great amount of Hops were shipped and auctioned for sale. 
He leased a large ranch with four Hops Kilns west of town. 
(The Shea Brothers Ranch; Sept. 17, 1914 Press Democrat)

The importance of the Hops industry in Sonoma County is depicted 
in a Press Democrat article (Aug. 10, 1912) which indicates that 
Sonoma County was the basis for market quotations throughout the 
world with a price average of $.14/lb. during the period of 1895 
to 1910. In 1911 the price jumped to $.42% plus, and was the 
height of the market. Sonoma County was responsible for 50% of 
the total California output. The value of Hops sold from Santa 
Rosa in an average year amounted from $2,000,000.to $2,500,000. 
California, Oregon and Washington were the only areas in the 
nation growing Hops.for the Beer industry.

An October 19, 1913 Press Democrat article announces a Wednesday 
afternoon card club affair in Mrs. Milton Wasserman 1 s new home 
and a later article (April 1, 1914) Mr. Wasserman joined the 
Chamber of Commerce.

An August 19, 1913 Press Democrat article shows that Milton 
Wasserman shipped Hops from the Rafford Peterson Madrone Hop Ranch 
near Forestville to Ulhman & Co.

By 1925, Mr Wasserman had become the first buyer of the New Year 
which was a most prestigeus task because the buyer's name wou Id 
go out on the New York Exchange, Jan 1, 1925 and Jan 2, 1925 
Press Democrat. The Hops sold for $.15/lb that year.

Other miscellaneous articles in the Santa Rosa Press Democrat 
showed his presence in the communnity, such as the time he lost a 
diamond stick pin in Guerneville and an article of interest 
regarding his daughter.


