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INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM 

(Type all entries — complete applicable sections) 

f i NAME 

S T A T E : 

I 4assachuse t ts 
C O U N T Y ! 

B e r k s h i r e 

FOR NPS USE ONLY 

E N T R Y N U M B E R D A T E 

.ARR....2.ĝ 972 
C O M M O N : 

Old Town Ha l l 
A N D / O R H I S T O R I C : 

Town Hall 1832-1891 City Hall 1891-1968 
2. LOCATION Congressional D i s t r i c t 1 

STREET ANCNUMBER: 

43 -l^ast street (at the corner of Allen Street) 
CITY OR TOWN: 

P i t t s f i e l d 

Massachusetts 
C O U N T Y : 

Berkshire 
a. CLASSJFICATtON 

CATEGORY 
f C h e e f t O n e ; 

OWNERSHIP STATUS 
ACCESSIBLE 

TO THE PUBLIC 

• D i s t r i c t X ] B u i l d i n g 

• Si te • S t ruc tu re 

• O b j e c t 

P u b l i c 

• P r i v a t e 

• Both 

P u b l i c A c q u i s i t i o n : 

r~| In P rocess 

[ I Be ing Cons ide red 

X I Occup ied 

I I U noccup ied 

1 I P rese rva t i on work 

i n p r o g r e s s 

Y e s : 

• R e s t r i c t e d 

Un res t r i c t ed 

• No 

PRESEN T USE (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

\ I A g r i c u l t u r a l 

SCI Commerc ia l 

I I Educa t i ona l 

m En te r ta inment 

r~] Government 

I I I n d u s t r i a l 

• M i l i t a r y 

I I Museum 

• Pork 

I I P r i v a t e Res idence 

! I R e l i g i o u s 

[ I S c i e n t i f i c 

I I Transportation 

• Other (Spectlyj 

r~] Comments 

l 4 . O W N E R O F P R O P E R T Y 
O W N E R ' S N A M E : 

City of P i t t s f i e l d 
STREET AND NUMBER: 

City H a l l , 66 Allen Street 
CITY OR TOWN: 

P i t t s f i e l d 
S T A T E : 

Massachus 
5. LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 

C O U R T H O U S E , R E G I S T R Y O F D E E D S , E T C : 

Berkshire County Registry of Deeds 
STREET AND NUMBER: 

24 Wendell Avenue 
CITY OR TOWN: 

P i t t s f i e l d 
STATE 

Massachusetts 025 

DO o 
(t c 
H z 

01 ^ 
t r 
^! 
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6. REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
T l T L E O F S U R V E Y : 

Inventory of Histo r i c Assets of the Commonwealth 1 : 

D A T E OF S U R V E Y : O c t . 2 0 , 1 9 7 1 • Federo l State • Coun ty • L o c o l 

D E P O S I T O R Y F O R S U R V E Y R E C O R D S : 

Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission 
STREET AND NUMBER: 

Archives Museum, State House 

0 5 

fS. 

C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Boston 
S T A T E : 

Massachusetts 025 



7. DESCRIPTION 

C O N D I T I O N 

(Checft One; 

a E x c e l l e n t • Good • Fa i r • De te r i o ra ted • Ru ins • U nexposed 

( C h e c k One) 

• A l t e r e d • U n a l t e r e d 

( C h e c k One)  

• Moved Or ig i r .o l S i te 

D E S C R I B E E T H E P R E S E N T A N D O R I G I N A L ( i I k n o w n ) P H Y S I C A L A P P E A R A N C E 

This huilding i s a two-story rectangular structure measuring 
63' hy 42 " w i t h i t s ' longer facade f r o n t i n g on East Street and 
Park Square. I t s ' foundation i s of a variety of materials. On 
the f r o n t side i t i s of cut marble, coursed; ends are of marble 
rubble squared, the rear has been covered by concrete, scored 
to give the eff e c t of cut stone, coursed. 

'V/alls, are of red brick with the f r o n t and back facades 
stuccoed. The stucco i s extended around the corners and scored 
to give the eff e c t of quoining. The roof i s ridge with medium 
gable. 'A balustrade of al t e r n a t i n g s o l i d panels and groups of 
turned posts i s found on both f r o n t and back. There are four 
brick chimneys placed regularly two at each end .''One of each 
of these pairs i s fals e . 

The f r o n t facade has three bays containing i d e n t i c a l 
windows i n regular placement. Windows are double hung sash 
16 over 12, three to each bay. They have plai n marble l i n t e l s 
and s i l l s . Above each of the second f l o o r windows i s a recessed 
rectangular panel. The central bay i s set 8 to 10 inches forward 
of the two flanking bays and topped by a plai n pedimented central, 
gable. The entrance i s at the center of t h i s facade. The door 
i s recessed about a foot and has a s i x - l i g h t transom. The eight-
panel door and transom are replacements. Early photographs 
show additional doors i n place of the center windows i n both sid4 ^ 
bays as well as i n the center of the end walls. 

' I n 1969-70 the Old Town Hall was completely restored and 
remodeled ( i n t e r n a l l y ) to serve as a bank branch and r e n t a l 
o f f i c e s . A HUD grant of $69,000 was received i n conjunction 
with t h i s project, ' The present lessee, the Berkshire County 
Savings Bank, spent a considerable additional sum to r e h a b i l i t a t e 
the structure. 

During t h i s restoration work an 1856 photograph and other 
early p r i n t s and photographs were used to enable reconstruction 
of the balustrade which had disappeared, replacement of chimneys 
window sash and other d e t a i l s . A rear wing added Ip. 1896 was 
also removed returning the structure to i t s ' 1832 dimensions. 
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IjL SIGHIFtCAKCE 
PERIOD (check One or More as Appropriate) 

I I P r e - C o l u m b i a n ! • 16th Century 

• 15th Centu ry • 17th Centu ry 

• 18fh Cen tu ry 

^ 19 th Cen tu ry 

• 20 th Cen tu ry 

SPEICIFIC DATE(s) (If Applicable and Krtovm) 1832 
AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE fChec* One or More as Appropriate) 

Abo r i g i n a l 

O P r e h i s t o r i c 

• H i s t o r i c 

1 I A g r i c u l t u r e 

I I A r c h i t e c t u r e 

• Art 

I I Commerce 

I i Commun ica t i ons 

I I C o n s e r v a t i o n 

• E d u c a t i o n P o l i t i c a l 

• E n g i n e e r i n g • R e l i g i o n / P h i . 

• I n d u s t r y l osophy 

• I n v e n t i o n ( • Sc ience 

• L a n d s c a p e Q ] Scu lp tu re 

A r c h i t e c t u r e Q S o c i o l / H u m o n -

• L i t e r o t u r e 

• M i l i t o r y Q T h e a t e r 

r~l M u s i c Q T r a n s p o r t a t i o n 

[ 1 Urban Planning 

• Other (SpKcilr) 
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S T A T E M E N T O F S I G N I F I C A N C E 

This building served f o r 135 years as the seat of lo c a l 
government - from 1832 to 1891 as Town Hall and from 
1891-1968 as City H a l l . ' I t i s the oldest ex i s t i n g c i t y 
building i n P i t t s f i e l d and the only remaining public building 
of l a t e Federal Period architecture i n the community.' In 
addition to serving as the seat of l o c a l government, the 
building has also housed f o r shorter periods a post o f f i c e 
and a bank. I t has been used many times f o r r e l i g i o u s 
services and f o r several months was the county court house. 

'in i t s e a r l i e r years when the Berkshire A g r i c u l t u r a l 
Society held i t s ' f a i r s i n the park opposite, t h i s building 
housed exhibits of household manufactures. This i s the oldest 
a g r i c u l t u r a l f a i r i n the country./ Here also were held many 
p a t r i o t i c meetings at which soldiers were recruited f o r the 
C i v i l War. 
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9. MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL R E F E R E N C E S 

Smith , J .E , A. The H i s t o r y of P i t t s f i e l d , Massachusetts 
1800 to 187^ 

S p r i n g f i e l d , Mass.: C.W. Bryan & Co. 1876 

Bol twood, -C'dward The H i s t o r y o f P i t t s f i e l d . Massachusetts 
1876 to 19lS^ 

P i t t s f i e l d : The C i t y of P i t t s f i e l d 1916. 

\Q GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
L A T I T U D E A N D L O N G I T U D E C O O R D I N A T E S 

D E F I N I N G A R E C T A N G L E L O C A T I N G T H E P R O P E R T Y 

C O R N E R 

NW 

NE 

SE  

SW 

L A T I T U D E 

D e g r e e s M i n u t e s S e c o n d s 

L O N G I T U D E 

Degrees M i n u t e s Seconds 

L A T I T U D E A N D L O N G I T U D E C O O R D I N A T E S 
D E F I N I N G T H E C E N T E R P O I N T O F A P R O P E R T Y 

O F L E S S T H A N T E N A C R E S 

A P P R O X I M A T E A C R E A G E O F N O M I N A T E D P R O P E R T Y : 
on,e 

I L I S T A L L S T A T E S A N D C O U N T I E S F O R P R O P E R T I E S O V E R L A P P I N G S T A T E O R C O U f J r | Y a O U N t ) A R I ES 
m 
m 

COUNTY 

:OUNTY: -^7^;:^^. 

COUNTY 

COUNTY; 

l i . FORM PREPARED BY 
N A M E A N D T I T L E : 

Donald S. Smith 

73 

n 
O R G A N I Z A T I O N 

Berksh i re County H i s t o r i c a l Soc ie ty October 20.197 
STREET AND NUMBER: 

113 East Housatonic S t r ee t 
CITY OR TOWN: 

P i t t s f i e l d 
n . STATE LIAISON OFFICER CERTIFICAHON 

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in the National Register and certify that it has been 

evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 

level of significance of this nomination is: 

tional • State • Local 

Name 

Ti t le 

JOHN F . X . DAVOREN 
Secre tary o f the Coiranonwea1th 
Chairman,—Massachusetts 

H i s t o r i c a l Coininission 

Cate December 15, 1971 

S T A T E 

Massachusetts 0 2 ^ 
NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION 

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Register. 

C/iief, Office of Archeology and Historta-P*J»ervation 

Date 

ATTEST: 

Date 



PROPERTY STATE 

DATE OF RECEIPT 

DATA PAGE ' . 
PHOTO (S) 
PHOTO DESCRIPTION (S) 

^ > i A ? (S) 
^ MAP DESCRIPTION (S) 
^ LOGGED 

.ivCKNOWLEDGE 
i RESUBMIT 

REVIEW 

KG NUMBER PJIGISTER: 

\ APR 2 6 19?^̂ ^ " ^ 4-^y<>x 

1 /NJ' JAiv 25 i972 

\0 \ NATI0,\, 
REGIS: 

W7> 

HISTORIAN 

ARCHEOLOGIST 

ARCHITECT 
<f -/^ - rx. 

ASST. KEEPER 

KEEPER 

WRITER/EDITOR 

CHIEF, OAHP 

EDITORIAd. PROCESSING, EDITOR 

Federal Registry Entry Annual E d i t i o n Entry 

LOGGED APR 2P 1972 CARD APR 2 6 1972 

COMMENTS; 

CONGRESSIONAL DIST. 

VJORKING NUMBER 

/ 0 6~'?^./VA" 

L 









For* 10-301 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
(July 1969) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

PROPERTY MAP FORM 

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map) 

S T A T E 

Massachuse t t s 
C O U N T Y 

B e r k s h i r e 
FOR NPS USE ONLY 

E N T R Y N U M B E R D A T E 

APR S fi 1972 
Z 1. NAME 

O C O M M O N : Old Town H a l l 
A N D / O R H I S T O R I C I'own H a l l (1832 -1891) C i t y H a l l (1891-1968; 

2. LOCATION 
S T R E E T A N D N U M 

^^43 East S t ree t ( a t corner of A l l e n S t r e e t ) 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

P i t t s f i e l d 
S T A T E : 

Massachusetts 
C O U N T Y : 

Berksh i re ^ . ; rn r7^ Massachusetts 
C O U N T Y : 

Berksh i re ^ . ; rn r7^ UU 5 

3. MAP REFERENCe 

U.S.G.S. P i t t s f i e l d West Quadrangle 

1:24000 
19̂ 9 

4. REQUIREMENTS 
T O B E I N C L U D E D O N A L L M A P S 

1. Property broundaries where requ i red. 

2. Nor th arrow. 

3. La t i t ude and longi tude re ference. 
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ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER 

STATE .V?\5-.rar':?TT<-vi«:-'g 

Date Entered APR 2 6 197^ 

Name Location 

Kolyokft-Francii ¥ic\xae 

Tava hall 

Suffolk Covinty 

Essex County 

B^rk&hixti County 

Also N o t i f i e d 

Hon. Edv<ard M. Kennedy 
Bon. lldvzxd W. Brooke 
Hon. LoxiLnQ Day Hicks 
lion. Hichael J . Harrincfton 
lien. Silvia O. Conte 
.Director, l><ortheast Region 

HR NRowland:inm 4/25/72 

State Liaison Officer 
Koa. John F. X, Davoren 
Secretary of tho CoEiaonw»altli 
Oudman, tlass&clmcettB HletorlcaX 

Contaistdon 
Office of tiits Secretary 
State house 
Boston, {'lassachusQtta 02133 
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. j i u u U ' O . ^ • ) i a u o ^ - ) O H a i e 

Augus t 5, 1977 

Adams, C a r o l y n 

Respectfully referred t o : 

C o n g r e s s i o n a l L i a i s o n 
Depar tment o f t h e I n t e r i o r 
I n t e r i o r B u i l d i n g 
W a s h i n g t o n , D.C. 20240 

Because of the desire of th i s o f f i c e to be 

responsive to a l l inqu i r i es and communications, 

your consideration of the attached i s 

requested. Your f indings and views, i n 

duplicate form, along wi th return of the 

enclosure, w i l l be appreciated by 
p l u s J : h i s f o r m 

V • 

/ uVsVsV 

Form #2 î OSTO.J khb 
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bcc: 
Mrs. SUsalwth B. JmOen 

Directcor 
Historical CoBnlMion 

9% IHjrtn^m StrMt 
BoatoB, WmiliHiiitf 02108 ) v/« »f iae* 

aKretary'a BMdli« File (2) 
CL 
Iff 
B^Kloawl Director, larth Atlantic ) 

001 Reading Fllma 
160) I 190) 
760) 

FVtBKraadaaa: If: 8-29-77 


