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Situated on a partially raised basement, the Gulfport Post Office is a 
two-story, hip-roof, seven-by-three-bay, dressed ashlar structure of Second 
Renaissance Revival design, which is embraced along its south (rear) and 
east elevations by single-story wings, also of stone construction. The 
symmetrical, well-proportioned facade (north elevation) is comprised of 
flanking two-story pavilions which project slightly to enclose the ends of 
the central, five-bay, loggia porch. A monumental stair ascends from the 
sidewalk to the porch's arcade of round arches carried on Doric columns. 
Stone pilasters along the back wall of the porch echo the arrangement of 
the Doric colonnade and aid in supporting the transverse arches of the 
groin-vaulted porch ceiling., from which hang decorative metal lanterns in 
the three central bays. An iron-balustraded balcony supported by console 
brackets surmounts the porch. With the exception of the five round-arched 
openings sheltered by the porch, the building's fenestration is flat-arched 
and highly decorative. The windows are tall, narrow, and recessed in deep 
openings with those of the first story consisting of paired, one-over-one, 
double-hung sash, each of which is crowned by a square transom light filled 
with astreated tracery. The entire window opening is topped by a cornice 
head with molded stone frieze. Second-story windows are simpler but have 
shallow, balustraded balconies supported by stone brackets. The entire 
building is encircled by a heavy entablature with paneled frieze and 
dentiled-and-modillioned cornice and is capped by a tile roof. The highly 
decorated, classical theme of the post office's exterior design is carried 
into the public lobby, which employs marble Tuscan pilasters to support the 
beams of a coffered ceiling and which is partially lighted by a series of 
clerestory windows formed by the facade's round-arch transoms. Greek key 
motifs and classical cornices are used for ornamentation. A non-intrusive, 
one-story, stone-veneered addition was made to the rear of the post office 
in 1963.
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Completed in 1910, the Gulfport Post Office is one of the earliest and 
best preserved public/commercial structures in the city of Gulfport. 
It is a beautifully proportioned building with elegant and tasteful 
embellishments and is significant as one of the finest examples of 
Second Renaissance Revival architecture in Mississippi.

The original building was designed and constructed under the supervision 
of the Treasury Department. The 1963 addition to the building was designed 
and constructed under supervision of the General Services Administration. 
The Gulfport Post Office has been housed in this building from its first 
day. The cornerstone reads: Franklin MacVeagh, Secretary of Treasury; 
James Knox Taylor, Supervising Architect; MCMIX. It is our opinion 
that only the original building is of historic significance.
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This building is located at the intersection of Twenty-fifth Avenue and 
Thirteenth Street. The front, facing north, is on Thirteenth Street and west 
side is on Twenty-fifth Avenue with the east side of building adjoining a 
public alley. The parking and maneuvering area in rear of building extends 
south to the service road of Beach Boulevard or U. S. Highway 90.

Legal description of property is as follows:

A tract of land lying and being in the City of Gulfport, County of Harrison, 
State of Mississippi, more particularly described as follows:

Lots 7, 8, 9, 11, 12, 13, 14, and 50 feet off the north end of Lot 10, Block 
188, Plat of Original Gulfport, Mississippi.
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