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The River Road School was built in 1893 in the Queen
Anne Style. It is a wood frame building on a brick founda-
tion. The facade has a varying shingle pattern below the
window sills which is almost a dado pattern. Above the
window sills the building is clapboarded with corner boards.
It has a medallioned cornice. The roof is basically hipped
with a forward projecting pavillion with a gable end roof.
Within the gable is a denticular cornice framing the gable.
The gable also has scroll work which is typical of the Queen
Anne design. '

On the roof is an octagonal cupola with a conical roof,
frieze and cornice. e
‘ 'y b

The building is a basic square 30' X 30' with each side
having 3 bays. It has a frontal projecting enhance with
doors on each side.

During the past fifty years electric lights, a modern
heating system and a telephone system has been installed.
The only other alteration has been to change the entrance as
the Fern Avenue side because of the heavy traffic flow on
River Road.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

In every developing community it does not take very
long to realize the need for a schoolhouse and an education
for the towns young citizens. This need was felt in Lynd-

hurst early in the 19th century.

In its function as a school it contributed to the

growth of the town. It represents the beginnings of public
school education in the community and also symbolizes one

aspect of life in Lyndhurst during the 19th century.

The land for the school was deeded by Jacob Van Winkle
on January 9, 1804 to the school trustees of New Barbadoes

Neck, as Lyndhurst was then called.

The first schoolhouse was erected in 1804 with money
raised by subscription. The cost was $162.20. The building
was used until 1849 when it was torn down and a two story
frame building with cupola and bell was erected. Only the
first floor was used until 1873 when the need for more space
caused them to hire another teacher and equipt the second

floor.

The 1849 building was used until 1893 when it was torn
down and the present building was constructed. The cost of
construction was $2,541.83 including a $70.00 architect's

fee.

The River Road School is significant for two reasons:

education and architecture.

As Lyndhurst's first school, the River Road School was the
foundation of a system that now educates over 3,000 children in
six elementary schools. 1In recent years the River Road School was
used for special education classes. Today it is used as a second

grade classroom.
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Significance cont'd:

The River Road School is also significant for its
architecture. Few schoolhouses survive of this period,
particularly in the Queen Anne Style. It has not been
altered, except to change the entrance due to traffic
flows. Schoolhouses were usually constructed in a basic
form to cover the simple needs of the community. River
Road School shows that the townspeople, proud of its educational
system wanted a building to demonstrate this pride. The
fine detailing of the facade and its octagonal cupola further
emphasize this point.
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EDUCATION

The oldest schoolhouse in the Township of Lyndhurst, the River Road School is
a representative example of the small but sturdy elementary schools erected throughout
the United States late in the 19th century. With its single classroom and double
vestibule for the separation of sexes upon entering, the building exemplifies educa-
tional thought at the turn of the century.

Designed purely as a functional edifice, River Road School nonetheless projects
a pleasant demeanor, but cannot be categorized stylistically beyond eclecticism with
its simple block form, exposed half-timber framing, and Queen Anne cupola,




