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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The William Minott House of Portland, built in 1805 with a rear addition of
1807, is a distinctive, if not high style, Federal residence.

The 3-story building is of frame construction with low-pitched hip roof,
four internal end chimneys of brick, denticulated cornice, clapboard siding,
and granite foundation and front steps. Third-floor fenestration is 6/3, while
elsewhere it is 6/6.

The ends of the house are four bays wide. The facade, which faces south-
west, is five bays wide with a central entrance. This arrangement reflects
the center-hall plan typical of the Federal Period. The entrance consists of a
single 6-panel door with sidelights. An ornate fanlight within a low arch
surmounts the entrance. Above the entrance, in the second story, is a 3-part
window within a rectangular frame. This bay contains a 6/6 window flanked by
narrow 2/2 apertures. This bay mimics the Palladian form in use in more elegant
mansions of the time.

The rear addition of 1807 is two stories high and is wider than the main
part of the house by one bay on each side. These bays consist of secondary
entrances which are single doors with sidelights and wooden fans overhead.
(see significance)

The William Minott House, although not a mansion in the Federal sense, is
a remarkable survival in an urban context. That it is now being carefully
restored is good, in that it represents a style rare in a city which was
devastated by fire in 1866.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

A twentieth century visitor to Portland sees little of what transpired here
more than 100 years ago. Attacked and destroyed by hostile indians, bombarded and
burned by the hostile British and finally razed by a "hurricane of fire" in 1866,
the aspects of early Falmouth {called Portland after 1876) are largely gone.

Today there are fewer than a dozen Federal residences remaining on the peninsula.
Many of these are in declining repair, despite increased awareness of their rarity.

The William Minott House at 45 Park Street remains a fine example of Federal
architecture in Portland. Up until its purchase in 1976, this property had suffered
drastically from neglect and misuse as a multiple family dwelling. By 1976 it was
ready for condemnation and closing. Efforts over the past two years have changed
that and the house is about 75-80% completed and occupied.

Originally constructed in 1805 as a home for himself, William Minott, a house-
wright, made a substantial addition to the structure in 1807, basically converting
it into a three family home for himself and his two sons. The novelty and origin-
ality of his approach are noteworthy. To the original 3-story square structure was
added in the rear a 20 foot X 56 foot, 2-story rectangular addition with a hip roof.
The addition exceeds the width of the original house by eight feet on either side.
Both of these extensions contain equal, smaller scaled entrys with wood fans and
leaded side lights.

The William Minott house at 45 Park Street is a uniquely arranged three family
Federal residence. It remains as a living reminder and example of a style and
culture that once flourished in this community.



EJMA]JOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES

Thomsen, T. W., The Wil_li_am Minott House (typewritten ms. at Maine Historic
Preservation Commission). 1978

[JGEOGRAPHICAL DATA

ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY %
UTM REFERENCES

Al1,9] [319,8]3,4,5) |4.813+3]16,6,0) 8l , |

ZONE EASTING NORTHING ZONE EASTING NORTHING
CllllJlllllllll‘!ll chllllll|‘ll|1l11J

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

M'a? uy , Bloek A, Lot 19

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE CODE COUNTY CODE
STATE CODE COUNTY - CODE
[B1FORM PREPARED BY
NAME / TITLE
Frank A. Beard, Historian/Robert L. Bradley, Architectural Historian
ORGANIZATION DATE
Maine Historic Preservation Commission April, 1979
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE
242 State Street e 207/289-2133
CITY OR TOWN STATE
Aucusta, Maine

EFISTATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER CERTIFICATION

THE EVALUATED SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS PROPERTY WITHIN THE STATE IS:
NATIONAL ___ STATE_____ LOCAL__/__

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-665). |
hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated according to the
criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Service.

STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER SIGNATURE /::,é B é(. -
N————
TITLE W fO / DATE §~ q/77

R R e il

GPO 892.453



