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1. Name of Property 

historic name. Belchertown State School 

Other names/site number. 

2. Location 

street & number. 
30 State Street 

city or town. 
Belchertown 

not for publication 

N/S vicinity ,;— 

state. 
Massachusetts code MA r̂ nimty Hampshire code zip code 01007 

3. State/Federal Agency Certification 

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended, I hereby certify that this B nomination 
• request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of 
Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property 
Q meets D does not meet the National Register criteria. I recommend that this property be considered significant 
CH nationally [xl statewide 0 locally. ( D See continuation sheet for additional comments.) 

Sibnature of certifying officiaimtle j u d l ^ B. McDonougfiatel Execut ive D i r e c t o r 
!Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission. State H i s t o r i c P rese rva t ion O f f i c e r 
(rate of Federal agency and bureau 

In my opinion, the property D meets D does not meet the National Register criteria. ( D See continuation sheet for additional 
comments.) 

Signature of certifying official/Title 

State or Federal agency and bureau 

Date 

4. National Park Service Certification 
I hereby certify that the property is: 

Hentered in the National Register. 
• See continuation sheet. 

• determined eligible for the 
National Register 

• See continuation sheet. 

"" - • determined not eligible for the 
National Register. 

D removed from the National 
Register. 

d other, (explain:) 

Sitanature of the Keeper 

m4. /̂ / 
Date of Action 



Belchertown State Schoo3 V 1 J W —* »*. ; Hampshire County, MA 
Name of Prooertv County and State 

5. Classification 
Ownership of Property Category of Property 
(Check as many boxes as apply) (Check only one toox) 

\a turn m - m''^' -

Number of Resources within Property 
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.) 

• pr ivate 

H public-local 
S public-State 
• public-Federal • structure" 

• object 

Contributing Noncontributing 

57 

•9 

10 5 

76 31 

buildings 

sites 

structures 

objects 

Total 

Name of related multiple property listing 
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.) 

Mass. State Hospitals & State Schools 

Number of contributing resources previously listed 
in the National Register 

6. Function or Use 
Historic Functions 
(Enter categories from instructions)  

HEALTH CARE: h o s p i t a l 
EDUCATION: school 

AGRICULTURE: storage, f i e l d , animal  

f a c i l i t y , outbuilding 

Current Functions 

(Enter categories from instructions) 

AGRICULTURE: storage, f i e l d , animal 

f a c i l i t y , outbuilding 
VACANT 

7. Description 
Architectural Classification 
(Enter categories from instructions) 

Mid 19th/Greek R e v i v a l , I t a l i a n a t e 

Late 19th & 20th Revival/Colonial Revival 

Late 19th & 20th American/Craftsman 

Othe r / U t i l i t a r i a n 

Materials 

(Enter categories from instructions) 

foundation F i e l d s t o n e , Concrete 

B r i c k , Stucco 

I 

walls. 

roof. 

other. 

Wood/Shingle, Clapboard 

Stone/Slate; Wood/Shingle; Asphalt 

Narrative Description 
(Descrit>e the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.) 
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DESCRIPTION " ' . 

Loc a t i o n / S e t t i n g : The 846-acre campus of the Belchertown State School 
i s l o c a t e d on State Route 202, at i t s i n t e r s e c t i o n w i t h Route 21. 
This i s a g e n e r a l l y r u r a l area, approximately 1/3 mi l e south of the 
town center. The o r i g i n a l s i t e purchased i n 1915 included 700 acres; 
the town poor farm p r o p e r t y was added i n the l a t e 1920s. I t s other 
major boundaries include the Central Vermont R a i l r o a d on the east and 
George Hannum Street on the n o r t h and west. The magnificent northward 
view from the b u i l t campus encompasses scenic a g r i c u l t u r a l lands and 
terminates i n the peaks of the Holyoke Range. Low-density modern 
development i n the area includes mixed commercial, r e s i d e n t i a l , and s-' 
i n s t i t u t i o n a l uses on Route 202, and residences on Jackson, Boardman, 
and George Hannum Str e e t s . 

Site/Landscape: A newspaper a r t i c l e from the time of the school's 
Nijpening described the s i t e thus: 

J The school property of nearly 1000 acres begins a quarter of a 
mile west of the railroad station and has a long frontage on the 
Central Vermont railroad. The view from there is fine with the 
village of Belchertown a third of a mile away and in plain sight, 
while in the rear lie the mountains, •y^- ''-

.Is 

>4 

On the higher ground l i e the farms of A. W. Stacy, Fred Michel and 
Mrs. Geraldine Howard, wh i l e on the lower end of the t r a c t , close 
t o the r a i l r o a d , are the farms of David Jepson and E. C. W i t t . 
The farmhouses on these r i c h lands possess s p e c i a l i n t e r e s t , i f i t 
i s t r u e , as h i n t e d by members of the State Board of I n s a n i t y , t h a t 
r a t h e r than t e a r down these b u i l d i n g s , backward c h i l d r e n needing 

• A^'-' i n s t i t u t i o n a l care, may be placed i n the houses, e s t a b l i s h i n g a 
.'-V k i n d of cottage system, l e t t i n g these farmhouses do ser v i c e u n t i l 

the d ormitory i s erected and ready f o r occupancy. T 

Today, the campus i s i n f o r m a l l y d i v i d e d i n t o three zones of v a r y i n g 
topography and use. The primary zone encompasses the main campus, 
which occupies a r e l a t i v e l y f l a t p a r c e l of about 100 acres l a i d out at 
a 45-degree angle to the n o r t h side of Route 202. Here, the p a t i e n t 
wards, s t a f f housing, and a d m i n i s t r a t i v e and support b u i l d i n g s are 
l a i d out on a rectangular plan around a series of three c e n t r a l green 
spaces (#103-105) t h a t i s s i m i l a r t o t h a t at the Wrentham State School 
(see form). This layout was predetermined, as shown i n a 1924 p l a n of 
the sewage system, which i n d i c a t e d both e x i s t i n g and proposed 
b u i l d i n g s , landscape, and c i r c u l a t i o n network. The simple landscape 
design may have been by a r c h i t e c t s Kendall & Taylor. 

The three s h e l t e r e d green spaces form a t r a n q u i l oasis a t the heart of 
the campus. They f e a t u r e manicured t u r f , mature trees i n c l u d i n g 
maples and spruces, and a l i m i t e d system of paved footpaths, many of 
which are l i n e d by t r e e s . The primary green (#103) i s defined by the 

s 

y: 

(continued) 
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h o s p i t a l (#23; W) , the school/gym (#29; E), the rear e l e v a t i o n s of two 
former s t a f f houses (#13, 14; S), and Dogwood C i r c l e (N). The 
secondary green (#104) i s defined by the school/gym (#29; W) , the 
boys' and g i r l s ' i n d u s t r i a l b u i l d i n g s (#28, 27; N, S), and the 
c a f e t e r i a (#30; W). The t e r t i a r y green (#105) i s d e f i n e d by L Ward 
(#7; W), Ridge Road (N, E), and the laundry (#33; S) . Another 
important landscape area i s the f r o n t lawn (#107), which b u f f e r s the 
b u i l d i n g s from the busy c o r r i d o r of Route 202 w h i l e p r o v i d i n g an 
a t t r a c t i v e i ntermediary zone between community and i n s t i t u t i o n . The 
main d r i v e curves through t h i s lawn area t o a c i r c u m f e r e n t i a l road 
network t h a t provides access t o the b u i l d i n g s . Most of these roads 
are l i n e d by mature trees and o r i g i n a l s t r e e t l i g h t s w i t h acorn globes 
on de c o r a t i v e metal poles. Many are also accompanied by footpaths t o 
separate v e h i c u l a r and pedestrian t r a f f i c . 

S u bsidiary areas between b u i l d i n g s are g e n e r a l l y t r e a t e d as pleasant, 
grassy courtyards w i t h t r e e s , benches, swings, and other p l a y 
equipment. These s h e l t e r e d spaces are landscape elements of secondary 
importance. Important groups of trees include screens of mature 
spruces behind the laundry (#33), the cannery (#31), and the wards on 
Berkshire Avenue (#5, 6, 19). Small concrete v e n t i l a t o r s r e l a t e d t o 
the tunnel system t h a t connects the b u i l d i n g s are s c a t t e r e d about. \.-y 

•y.. i The secondary zone encompasses the working a g r i c u l t u r a l landscape 
(#106), which i s centered on the lower e l e v a t i o n s of the Lampson Brook 
V a l l e y area a t the n o r t h end of the campus. This scenic, g e n t l y 
r o l l i n g t e r r a i n accounts f o r 35% of the campus, and i t i s the area 
described as the former farms of Jepson and W i t t i n the i n t r o d u c t o r y • 
quote. Access t o the higher e l e v a t i o n s of the main campus i s by '• 
Jackson S t r e e t . Consisting of rough t u r f / p a s t u r e and l i m i t e d 
croplands whose edges are defined by wooded areas, t h i s i s one of the 
primary landscape features w i t h i n the campus. Now managed by the New 
England Small Farm I n s t i t u t e f o r the Massachusetts Department of Food 
and A g r i c u l t u r e , t h i s area has been designated as a "Special Place" by 
the Executive O f f i c e of Environmental A f f a i r s . 

The Farm Colony b u i l d i n g s are unusually w e l l preserved and include a 
e a r l y n i n e t e e n t h century farmhouse (#60), and at l e a s t two ninet e e n t h 
century barns (#74, 91). A piggery (#93, 94) and sewage treatment 
p l a n t (#96-99) are s i t e d along George Hannum Road, which defines the 
nor t h e r n edge of the a g r i c u l t u r a l area. Also included as p a r t of the 
Farm Colony i s the s i t e of the foirmer Town Poor Farm (#72), which 
burned i n 1993. A l i m i t e d system of unpaved roads connects the - . y 
b u i l d i n g s . Farming was an important component of the school's 
programs through the 1970s. , v 

tfl 

I. 

•:-:^jA (continued) 
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The t h i r d zone, accounting f o r almost h a l f of the campus, consist s of 
mature woodlands. These wooded areas g e n e r a l l y d e f i n e the edges of 
the campus and account f o r the e n t i r e area south of Route 202 where 
the former Superintendent's House (#50) and the cemetery (#102) are 
located. That southern area i s p l a n t e d p r i m a r i l y w i t h white pines. 

'^I'y ŷ -̂ y.-" S i t e and Landscape I n t e g r i t y : S e t t i n g and landscape i n t e g r i t y are 
A.,. high at Belchertown. I n t r u s i o n s i n the main campus area include paved 
'A' p a r k i n g areas t h a t have been introduced adjacent t o the l a r g e r . ••, 

^ b u i l d i n g s , and a l i m i t e d amount of modern c o n s t r u c t i o n . The 
**' ^ a g r i c u l t u r a l area has been a f f e c t e d p r i m a r i l y by c o n s t r u c t i o n of town 

1.̂  • jr:"*^ highway f a c i l i t i e s (#67, 68, 71) adjacent t o the former p o u l t r y p l a n t 
p-'t (#69, 70), which i s being used f o r storage. The wooded area south of 
fe-jr Route 202 has been a f f e c t e d by a d d i t i o n of r e c r e a t i o n a l areas and a ;,• . .'"^'li^ V. 
X̂****' school by the town. -. V 

^ y B u i l d i n g s : The campus i s developed on the dispersed cottage p l a n t h a t 
'•""'..J,. / * i dominated s t a t e schools and h o s p i t a l s from the l a t e nineteenth century V-' 

. on. The major b u i l d i n g s at Belchertown, e s p e c i a l l y the b r i c k p a t i e n t ' . 
wards and stuccoed cottages t h a t once housed s t a f f , are c l o s e l y • -4' 

%-''^t modeled on those a t the Wrentham State School (see form) . Kendall, |\ 
''"Viij Taylor & Co. have been i d e n t i f i e d as the a r c h i t e c t of many of the t \ t 

b u i l d i n g s through records a t the Massachusetts State Archives. The ••(J'l b u i l d i n g s reveal t h e i r s u b s t a n t i a l l y l a t e r dates through more severe .: tê Ŝ .̂ *̂Ĵ ^ 
:-^y\ designs and greater r e l i a n c e on Col o n i a l R e v i v a l - s t y l e m o t i f s . Most .̂... i*!""*"*! ̂  

of the buildings are in good condition and remain without major • yy:'"i-^' • 
a l t e r a t i o n s . Most of the b u i l d i n g s date from the 1920s and 1930s, ;-V 
w i t h l i m i t e d numbers added i n subsequent decades. The most important 
p r e - e x i s t i n g b u i l d i n g s are i n the farm colony and include the Jepon 
House (#60; 1829), at l e a s t two barns (#74, 91; ca. 1850), and the 
s i t e of the former Poor Farm (#72, 1877). 

B u i l d i n g I n t e g r i t y : B u i l d i n g i n t e g r i t y i s g e n e r a l l y high at 
''• .'A^. '''' t Belchertown, which has been less a f f e c t e d by i n a p p r o p r i a t e rehab than 

J other s t a t e school campuses. Handicap access ramps are the most 
f common e x t e r i o r change. The major b u i l d i n g losses are the former ' 

V c u s t o d i a l wards A and K (#100, 101). . 

The campus c l e a r l y r e f l e c t s i t s p e r i o d of s i g n i f i c a n c e 1915 t o 1940. >„ 

* Representative B u i l d i n g s are described below: . - , , 

• #1: A d m i n i s t r a t i o n (1926/1967) '' -

The C o l o n i a l R e v i v a l - s t y l e Belchertown A d m i n i s t r a t i o n B u i l d i n g i s 
'A c l o s e l y modeled on i t s 1915 predecessor a t Wrentham. I t i s a r a t h e r • 

, small, five-by-two-bay, rectangular plan, r e d - b r i c k s t r u c t u r e t h a t 
' >' r i s e s one s t o r y from a high b r i c k and concrete basement t o a s l a t e 

,,,...( (continued) 
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gable roof w i t h d e n t i l a t e d cornice, p a i r e d end chimneys, and c e n t r a l 
clocktower. The five - b a y facade i s centered on a co l o s s a l pedimented 
e n t r y p o r t i c o w i t h p a i r e d Tuscan columns. The double-leaf e n t r y i s 
headed by a transom. E x c e p t i o n a l l y l a r g e windows w i t h splayed b r i c k 
l i n t e l s , keystones, and transoms con t a i n 20/20 sash. . • ... 

The s i m i l a r l y scaled and d e t a i l e d rear e l l was attached t o the main 
b u i l d i n g by a hyphen i n 1967. 

#2-8: B, D, F, L, M Dorms (1921, 1923, 1923, 1928, 1930, 1920, 

if 

B u i l t over a nine-year p e r i o d , these two-story, r e d - b r i c k d o r m i t o r i e s 
are b u i l t on the same c r u c i f o r m plan developed a t Wrentham between 
1910 and 1917. They d i f f e r p r i m a r i l y i n s t y l i s t i c d e t a i l s , which • 
r e f l e c t the C o l o n i a l Revival s t y l e r a t h e r than the e a r l i e r A r t s and 
Cr a f t s s t y l e found a t Wrentham. E, D, and M Dorms r i s e from high 
b r i c k and concrete basements t o h i p roofs w i t h p l a i n boxed cornices 
and are trimmed w i t h b r i c k quoins. B, C. and L Dorms are s i m i l a r but 
f l a t - r o o f e d . F Dorm, which was the l a s t t o be erected i n 1930, has a 
gable r o o f and lacks the quoins. As was the case w i t h the wards a t 
Wrentham, one of the c r u c i f o r m arms i s t r e a t e d as an e n t r y p a v i l i o n 
w i t h a one-story porch p r o t e c t i n g an e n t r y flanked by large windows 
w i t h 16/16 sash and cast-stone keystones. Elsewhere, windows are 
t r e a t e d i n s i m i l a r fashion but are u s u a l l y p a i r e d , c r e a t i n g an even 
l a r g e r glazed expanse. M Dorm o f f e r s spectacular views over the 
campus farm t o the mountains beyond. 

#100, 101: S i t e of A and K Wards (1920, 1921) 

Two of the e a r l i e s t ward b u i l d i n g s were c r u e l f i x - s h a p e d s t r u c t u r e s 
w i t h one arm s u b s t a n t i a l l y longer t h a t the others. B u i l t f o r 
c u s t o d i a l p a t i e n t s , both of these wards were demolished i n the l a t e 
1970s. One of t h e i r counterparts survives at the Wrentham State 
School (see form). 

#9; G Dorm (1967) 

G Dorm i s l o c a t e d a t the rear (NW) of the campus behind a l a r g e , 
o b t r u s i v e paved parki n g l o t . I t i s a la r g e , r e d - b r i c k s t r u c t u r e of 
i r r e g u l a r p l a n t h a t r i s e s three s t o r i e s t o a f l a t r o o f . Large-pane 
windows, arranged i n v e r t i c a l s t r i p s , are defined by p r o j e c t i n g cast-
stone p i e r s . There i s no w e l l - d e f i n e d major e n t r y . '-f.- •. • 

(continued) 
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#10-18: Cottages 1-9 (1920, 1920, 1023, 1927. 1928, 1930. 1922, 1931, 
•' 'v; 1930) • • v,,.. ,. , .. , ' • 

Like the patient dormitories, the former employee cottages follow the 
model developed at Wrentham in 1913. They are stuccoed. Craftsman- ..v 

^fc^ style structures of domestic scale that rise two stories to slate ^-y .. . ... 
> < r o o f s , and are designed w i t h three-bay c e n t r a l sections f l a n k e d by >, 
P^^\ two-bay crosspieces. The major d i f f e r e n c e between these cottages and ' '̂"̂ 'ij 

those a t Wrentham i s t h a t here the crosspieces have gabled r a t h e r than -̂ .̂  *y 
• gambrel r o o f s . Centered, one-story porches on squat columns are 

, r e t a i n e d . Windows cont a i n 8/8 sash. Secondary e n t r i e s w i t h bracketed ^ i * ^ 
^̂ ./•v hoods are l o c a t e d on the side e l e v a t i o n s . Three (#16, 17, 18) o f f e r , 
i^^yA'f^t^ ' spectacular views over the campus farm t o the mountains beyond. ' C?̂ , 
:.i/ 'V '\ .yy"'^ 
.-Ti f-. • #23: Old H o s p i t a l (1930) ... .. ....... .. . . . . . . -• ' C*" 
5^%%- . — • • . 
''•\y'r\7j, '^^^ Old Hospital is a three-story, red-brick structure of rectangular J'V'f V'^ 

y^j/J'^. plan with stylized Colonial Revival-style trim that faces east. It is ' ' y- X 
'^Ca-'v I*'' • organized with a pedimented three-bay central entry pavilion, flanked ''/A 
i-.r^-^'ti/'' t)y five bay end sections that are further extended by glazed ,,: . . \ ''V^, 

• wood-frame sunporches. The main entry and flanking windows are I 
V ^ A ' f j round-arched. Other windows, with simple brick lintels, generally V '.iv'^j^.'-
i^'^srf'tj. ' V contain 8/8 sash. The upper stories of the rear (W) elevation are • -t^/ 
1^ covered by screened porches. This b u i l d i n g faces east over the , • 
\\ . '"^A primary green and defines i t s western end (#103) . • l»* 

*' • * #27, 28: G i r l s ' and Boys' I n d u s t r i a l B u i l d i n g s (1930, 1932) 

^ Both I n d u s t r i a l B u i l d i n g s or workshops are u t i l i t a r i a n , t h r e e - s t o r y , 
?.i .--A r e d - b r i c k s t r u c t u r e s r i s i n g from concrete foundations t o f l a t r o o f s 

; w i t h boxed cornices. B r i c k p i e r s d i v i d e the ten-bay side e l e v a t i o n s ; 
•• ' ̂  each bay contains p a i r e d windows a t each s t o r y . Windows g e n e r a l l y 

/• c o n t a i n 12/12 sash. The e n t r i e s are located at the ends and centers 
1 i. :.'<"' of the side e l e v a t i o n s . These b u i l d i n g s d e f i n e the n o r t h and south 

sides of the secondary green (#104) . ., - - sy ;̂, •> - * •. 

#29: Front S t r e e t School (1928, 1932) ' ' 

. The School i s a l a r g e , r e d - b r i c k b u i l d i n g of rectangular plan. I t 
con s i s t s of a two-story c e n t r a l p a v i l i o n flanked by one-story wings 
c o n t a i n i n g classroom space. The five-bay c e n t r a l p a v i l i o n r i s e s t o a 
parapet broken i n the three c e n t r a l bays by a pediment. The three 
c e n t r a l bays are f u r t h e r defined by b r i c k p i l a s t e r s separating round-

, arched e n t r i e s w i t h glazed, double-leaf doors and f a n l i g h t s . The one-
- •' s t o r y wings, which are blank on the facade, are l i t by rectangular 

windows w i t h double-hung 15/15 sash and transoms on the long, twenty-
bay side e l e v a t i o n s . Secondary e n t r i e s are centered on the side and • 
rear e l e v a t i o n s . This imposing b u i l d i n g occupies an important s i t e a t 

''y ' y'-''-^'y.'^- \-'yy. \' (continued) .' J ''y 
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the center of the campus where i t d i v i d e s the primary (#103) and y 
secondary (#104) greens. • • . 

'•f'^y #22: Infirmary (1951) , .-^ A" y 

jw**, This building is almost identical to Marion Moore Hall at Wrentham, 
' y - also built in 1951. Both follow the familiar double Y-plan that was 

pioneered with the Medical Building at Metropolitan State Hospital in 
1934. The Belchertown Infirmary is a two-story, red-brick structure 
with minimal Colonial Revival- style trim. It rises from a concrete .•..>.:; 
foundation exposed as a basement story on the west to a slate gable ' •\ 

S. r o o f w i t h underscaled c e n t r a l cupola. The facade i s centered on a . . • 
" five - b a y pedimented c e n t r a l p a v i l i o n w i t h an oculus i n the gable 'A:y\ 

f i e l d . Windows co n t a i n the t y p i c a l hopper sash, also pioneered a t 
M e t r o p o l i t a n State. , , ..;.. /i.,;.,, .•„• , • < 

t:>.. 

•^ !y* #35, 36: Powerhouse and Ra i l r o a d T r e s t l e (1922/1928) ::. • • • . • ./Vi 
. • t ¥ 1 

The Powerhouse i s a t y p i c a l U t i l i t a r i a n - d e s i g n e d s t r u c t u r e of 
'^'•^,4 r e c t a n g u l a r p l a n t h a t r i s e s one s t o r y t o a f l a t r o o f . I t i s "• ' * • } ••'li 

^ constructed of red b r i c k w i t h concrete p i e r s d i v i d i n g window bays w i t h ^ 
' f i . ' . j ^ i ' . f j l small openings t h a t c o n t a i n twenty-pane metal hopper sash. A t a l l , •'•-^"t 
f^^^^'^ 'A^' y e l l o w b r i c k smokestack r i s e s on the southwest side. A massive ; -.>-*,••• 

. . concrete r a i l r o a d t r e s t l e approaches the b u i l d i n g from the trac k s on '-'t'/^-
>̂  • iv east. I t i s l o c a t e d w i t h the other s u p p o r t / u t i l i t y b u i l d i n g s a t 
• ;. ' i . .the east edge of the campus 

^ #34: Storehouse (1932) 

Like the powerplant, the Storehouse i s a simple, t h r e e - p a r t 
U t i l i t a r i a n - d e s i g n e d r e d b r i c k s t r u c t u r e enclosed by a f l a t r o o f . A 
three-by-three-bay, two-story headhouse, w i t h concrete p i e r s d i v i d i n g 
window bays, anchors the n o r t h end and serves as the general supply 
room. Extending southward i s a seven-bay one-story r e c e i v i n g area 
f r o n t e d by a loading dock; the bays contain l a r g e , p a i r e d , multipane 
windows or double-leaf doors w i t h transoms. At the south end i s a 
one-story, three-bay s e c t i o n . 

#50, 51: Superintendent's House and Garage (1924, 1930) 

The Superintendent's House i s s i m i l a r t o the several C o l o n i a l Revival-
s t y l e dwellings t h a t serve t h i s f u n c t i o n at the State Hospitals and 
Schools. A l l are modeled on t h e i r suburban counterparts. This 
example i s a five-bay, center e n t r y wood-frame s t r u c t u r e t h a t r i s e s 
two s t o r i e s t o a gable roof w i t h m o d i l l i o n cornice and pedimented 
dormers. The e n t r y i s framed by s i d e l i g h t s and a louvered fan, ,• 
f r o n t e d by a gabled porch and flanked by t h r e e - p a r t windows. Other 
windows c o n t a i n 6/1 sash. A one-story sunporch extends from the r i g h t V/-
(S) e l e v a t i o n . The house i s now aliiminum-sided w i t h an asphalt 

•'..y. (continued) . 
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s h i n g l e r o o f . I t i s accompanied by a p e r i o d garage. The house i s set 
j5 on a wooded r i s e behind a modern town school and accompanying p l a y i n g ' . 

vjt«4:V. .; fields. - A''-': ' 

*"''"̂* #52-57: Asst. Supt. House, F a i r c h i l d Cottage, R i l e y Cottage and i ^ . . 
Garages (189Qs, 1920s) , ...v^:, > 

These three cottages, p r e d a t i n g the founding of the school, are a l l ' ; . x̂,̂ " 
'ij,. vernacular examples of l a t e - n i n e t e e n t h century residences whose ' ' 's,, 
' ' o r i g i n a l character and d e t a i l s have been obscured by a r t i f i c i a l s i d i n g |' . 

and enclosed f r o n t verandahs. The A s s i s t a n t Superintendent's house i s : 
f r o n t e d by l a r g e maples and i s i n extremely poor c o n d i t i o n . 

Farm Colony ' t V 
: \,y' • i^-' 

Located northwest of the mam campus, the Farm Colony consi s t s of a '*4 '.'t - %̂ 
number of wood-frame and concrete block o u t b u i l d i n g s and two important ' .'l! 
r e s i d e n t i a l s t r u c t u r e s centered on Jackson Street and Lampson Brook. >MJ^.:t.. 

The sewerage treatment plant is located at the northern edge along 
' George Hannum Street. Belchertown's Farm Group is exceptionally well f 

preserved i n comparison t o those of other s t a t e h o s p i t a l s or schools. -•''T/̂ '̂ -̂ .̂ 
'» "^^^ New England Small Farm I n s t i t u t e (NESFI) has taken over management *' V 

y ' i ' ^ i °^ several of the b u i l d i n g s and f i e l d s , w h i l e the town highway ' ""̂  
department now owns the former p o u l t r y houses and has b u i l t two new 

i ' " • adjacent s t r u c t u r e s . The s e t t i n g , w i t h surrounding f i e l d s , mountains, 
and woodlands, i s ex c e p t i o n a l . . 

#60: Jepon House (1829) -''''^y.^: 

Jepon House was a p r e - e x i s t i n g farmhouse acquired by the s t a t e from 
David Jepson; i t i s now used by NESFI. According t o a 
t u r n - o f - t h e - c e n t u r y newspaper a r t i c l e , i t was remodeled i n 1857, which 
would account f o r the dominant Greek R e v i v a l - s t y l e d e t a i l . I t i s a 
five-bay, clapboard-clad residence t h a t r i s e s 2 1/2 s t o r i e s t o a gable 
roof w i t h c e n t r a l stove chimney. I t i s trimmed w i t h paneled corner 
p i l a s t e r s and e n t a b l a t u r e . The facade i s centered on a recessed e n t r y 
w i t h trabeated surround. Windows contain 6/6 sash and are headed by 
t r i a n g u l a t e d l i n t e l s . A larg e e l l w i t h shed i s attached on the south 
side. I t i s now accompanied by several modern sheds and greenhouses. 

#72: Farmhands Dormitory s i t e (1877) 

Constructed as the Town Poor Farm, the former residence f o r farmhands 
was an unusual, two-story, clapboard-clad s t r u c t u r e enclosed by a 
gable r o o f w i t h o f f - c e n t e r chimney. D i s t i n g u i s h e d by I t a l i a n a t e - s t y l e 
f eatures such as bracketed cornice, round-arched gable window, and 
p r o j e c t i n g window hoods, i t dated t o 1877. I t consisted of a two-by- ;> ; 
three-bay headhouse t h a t served the warden and a seven-bay l a t e r a l 
wing t h a t housed inmates i n four rooms on each side of a c e n t r a l 

* (continued) 
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c o r r i d o r . The main e n t r y was contained w i t h i n an e a r l y t w e n t i e t h ' ,;. 
• century enclosed porch on the gable end of the headhouse. Windows '. 

contained 2/2 sash i n the headhouse and 6/6 i n the wing. I t was 
approached by a curved, unpaved d r i v e and f r o n t e d by a r e t a i n i n g w a l l . 
On August 30, 1993, the b u i l d i n g burned t o the ground, only the 

, * foundations remain. ';.. , 

X^, . #74: Horse Barn (pre-1893) ;. ^ • - '^yJ^t 

•x 
The horse barn i s a picturesque, wood-frame, clapboard-clad s t r u c t u r e 
enclosed by a gable roof w i t h cupola t h a t i s t y p i c a l of barns . ' 
throughout New England. ' * V l 

The main e n t r y w i t h small-pane transom i s located on the east gable ^ 
end. The long side elevations are marked by small, three-pane hopper 
windows. In 1924, this barn was shown further north, near the poor . '<lf.fi.. • 
farm. A.^ 

#77-88: Main Farm Complex (1920-1950) • . . '^'^^'•^^ 
. £ ^ y » ^ a . / \ . 

"^^..'---j^^-f This large, picturesque structure consists of several wood-frame and y-A-'^y^ii 
A".' concrete block buildings that were constructed and connected over a y..-y' f'ti'j'€ 

t h i r t y - y e a r p e r i o d t o serve a v a r i e t y of purposes. Most components 
are enclosed by gable roofs w i t h v e n t i l a t o r s and/or cupolas. Doors 
are g e n e r a l l y double-leaf of s u f f i c i e n t s i z e f o r d a i r y cows, oxen, or 
horses t o pass through. Windows g e n e r a l l y c o n t a i n multi-pane sash. A 
mid-nineteenth century barn (#91) w i t h transom and 6/6 sash stands 
immediately to the n o r t h . . , 

Archaeological D e s c r i p t i o n . . . • 

While no p r e h i s t o r i c s i t e s are recorded on the school p r o p e r t y or i n 
the general area ( w i t h i n one m i l e ) , i t i s po s s i b l e t h a t s i t e s are 
present. The p h y s i c a l c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s of the school, l e v e l t o 
moderately s l o p i n g t e r r a c e areas adjacent to Lampson Brook and Broad 
Brook wetlands, i n d i c a t e favorable l o c a t i o n a l c r i t e r i a f o r Native 
subsistence and settlement a c t i v i t i e s . Most of the campus i s drained 
by Lampson Brook, which flows t o the n o r t h and west from Route 202. 
Lampson Brook i s a t r i b u t a r y stream of Bachelor Brook t h a t flows t o 
the Connecticut River. A small area i n the southeastern p o r t i o n of 
the campus i s drained by Broad Brook, a t r i b u t a r y stream of the 
Chicopee River which l i e s south of the school and flows west to the 
Connecticut River. Numerous p r e h i s t o r i c s i t e s have been recorded .v 
along the lower p o r t i o n s of Bachelor Brook near i t s confluence w i t h 
the Connecticut River. S i m i l a r l y , more p r e h i s t o r i c s i t e s are found 
along the Chicopee River near i t s confluence w i t h the Connecticut 
River. While s i t e d e n s i t i e s along the i n t e r i o r p o r t i o n s of •• 
Connecticut River t r i b u t a r i e s are probably lower than areas i n close 
p r o x i m i t y t o the Connecticut River, underreporting may be e q u a l l y 

(continued) 
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responsible f o r the lack of s i t e s along Lampson and Broad Brooks i n /: ̂  
the school l o c a l e . The above i n f o r m a t i o n , combined w i t h the f a c t t h a t . „. ./< 
almost one h a l f of the campus consists of mature undeveloped •• 
woodlands, i n d i c a t e s a high p o t e n t i a l f o r the recovery of s i g n i f i c a n t , 
p r e h i s t o r i c resources. P r e h i s t o r i c s e n s i t i v i t i e s are l i k e l y the ' 
highest along wetland p e r i p h e r i e s i n the c e n t r a l and western p o r t i o n 
of the campus both n o r t h and south of Route 202 and around wetlands i n • . 
the eastern p e r i p h e r y of the school. • .'•„• 

There i s also a high p o t e n t i a l f o r l o c a t i n g s i g n i f i c a n t h i s t o r i c 
a r c h a e o l o g i c a l remains on the school property. S t r u c t u r a l remains may 
su r v i v e from farmhouses, barns, and o u t b u i l d i n g s associated w i t h the . -
f i v e farms t h a t were purchased f o r the school. Early 20th century . • 
newspaper a r t i c l e s imply the existence of these farmhouses at the time • '̂ H 
of purchase f o r the school by n o t i n g t h a t the houses were of s p e c i a l 
i n t e r e s t f o r residence, p a r t i c u l a r l y by backward c h i l d r e n p r i o r t o the 
e r e c t i o n of d o r m i t o r i e s . Only Jepson House (#50, 1829) survives 
today. S u r v i v a l s f o r the Stacy farmhouse (probably e a r l y 19th 
c e n t u r y ) , the Howard farmhouse (date unknown), the Michael farmhouse 
( l a t e 19th century) , and the W i t t farmhouse (date unknown) l i k e l y .— 
su r v i v e on the school property, probably i n the Farm Colony area; ^ 
however, t h e i r l o c a t i o n s are c u r r e n t l y unknown. Two 19th century 
barns are known on the school property. One barn (#74, pre 1893) l i e s 
near the Jepson House, implying a p o t e n t i a l a s s o c i a t i o n between them. 
Some accounts, however, note the barn was f u r t h e r n o r t h near the poor i '^ , 
farm i n 1924. A second barn (#91, ca. 1850) l i e s i n the Main Farm 'A'̂* . * 
Complex without extant associations. This barn may be associated with m"'^ 
the Witt Farm or one of the other three farms whose locations are -^^A.l^-.:' 

; r- ""1! 

1/ 

\; . p r e s e n t l y unknown. I n the event barn #74 i s associated w i t h Jepson 
< '̂\, House, the s t r u c t u r a l remains of an e a r l i e r barn are expected based on ^ 
A j the 1829 date f o r the house. Occupational-related features ( t r a s h * i 

p i t s , p r i v i e s , w e l l s ) l i k e l y s u r vive w i t h the f i v e farm.s l i s t e d above. 
* Occupational-related features and o u t b u i l d i n g s may also s u r v i v e t h a t 
. * were associated w i t h the former Poor Farm (#72, 1877) . A cemetery 

(#102, ca. 1920) associated w i t h the school i s lo c a t e d south of Route 
* , 202. Unmarked graves may be associated w i t h t h i s cemetery. I t i s 

t h i g h l y l i k e l y t h a t a cemetery also e x i s t e d w i t h the Poor Farm. Graves 
may have been marked o r i g i n a l l y , but have since become overgrown or 
toppled. Unmarked graves are common w i t h Poor Farm cemeteries. 
Archaeological s u r v i v a l s also l i k e l y survive from e a r l y 2 0th century ' 
a c t i v i t i e s associated w i t h the Belchertown State School. S t r u c t u r a l 
remains of o u t b u i l d i n g s associated w i t h a g r i c u l t u r a l and food 
p r o c e s s i n g - r e l a t e d a c t i v i t i e s may survive, as w e l l as occupational-
r e l a t e d features associated w i t h these a c t i v i t i e s and the 
r e s i d e n t i a l / i n s t i t u t i o n a l care of p a t i e n t s and s t a f f . 

.1 
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8. Statement of Significance 
Applicable National Register Criteria 
(Mark "x" in one or more boxes tor ttie criteria qualifying ttie property 
for National Register listing.) 

SI A Property is associated with events that have made 
a significant contribution to the broad patterns of 
our history. . ' I ' 

• B Property is associated with the lives of persons 
significant in our past. f-

S 0 Property embodies the distinctive characteristics • 
of a type, period, or method of construction or 
represents the work of a master, or possesses 
high artistic values, or represents a significant and 
distinguishable entity whose components lack 
individual distinction. 

• D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, 
information important in prehistory or history. f . 

Areas of Significance 
(Enter categories from instructions) 

HEALTH/MEDICINE 
EDUCATION 

ARCHITECTURE 

SOCIAL HISTORY 

AGRICULTURE 

Period of Significance 
1915-1940 

Criteria Considerations 

(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply.) 

Property is: 

•.•A' 

.•••f;> 
• A owned by a religious institution or used for 

religious purposes. 

• B removed from its original location. ^ ; -

• C a birthplace or grave. '-•1 ^ 

13 D a cemetery. i 

• E a reconstructed building, object, or structure. * 

• F a commemorative property. 

• G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance 
within the past 50 years. 

Significant Dates 
1915 - purchase of land 

1922 - opening of school 

Late 1920s - purchase of Town Poor Farm 

Significant Person 
(Complete if Criterion B is marked above) 

Cultural Affiliation 
N/A 

Architect/Builder 
Kendall, Taylor & Co. 

Narrative Statement of Significance 
(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.) 

9. Major Bibliographical References 
Bibilography 
(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.) 

Previous documentation on file (NPS): 
• preliminary determination of individual listing (36 

CFR 67) has been requested 
• previously listed in the National Register 
• previously determined eligible by the National 

Register 
• designated a National Historic Landmark 
• recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey 

# 
• recorded by Historic American Engineering 

Record # 

Primary location of additional data: 

0 State Historic Preservation Office 
• Other State agency 
• Federal agency 
• Local government 
• University ^ 
• Other 

Name of repository: 
Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission 



Belchertown State School 

Name of Property 
Hampshire County, MA 
County and State 

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of Property 846 acres 

UTM References 
(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet.) 

1 I 1| 8| I 7| 1| l | 4| 0| 0| | 4 i 6 | 8 | 4 | 5| 2, 0| 
Zone Easting Northing 

2 I 1| 8| I 7| 1| 2| 7| 8| Cj | 4 i 6 | 8 i 4 | 5 i 8 | 0 | 

5 1 8 7 1 0 9 4 0 4 6 8 3 0 5 0 
Verbal Boundary Description 
(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.) 

Boundary Justification 
(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.) 

17 11,3 18,0,01 
Zone Easting 
| 1 , 8 | 1711,312,4,01 

|4 |6 |8 |3 |2 |4 |0 
Northing 

|4 |6 |8 |1 |5 ,2 |0 

• See continuation sheet 

11. Form Prepared By 
Candace Jenkins , P rese rva t ion Consultant w i t h Betsy F r i edbe rg , N a t i o n a l Regis ter  

name/title D i r e c t o r . MHC • 

organization Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission 

Street & number 80 Boylston Street 

date September 1993 

city or town Boston 

te lephone ( 6 1 7 ) 7 2 7 - 8 4 7 0 

state t-lA zip code 02116 

Additional Documentation 
Submit the following Items with the completed form: 

Continuation Sheets vi.,>̂  

Maps ' ''^^Ay • 

A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location. 

A Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources. 

Photographs 

Representative black and white photographs of the property. 

Additional items <• 
(Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional Items) 

Property Owner 
(Complete this Item at the request of SHPO or FPO.) 

name 

street & number. 

city or town 

telephone. 

state. zip code. 

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information Is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate 
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain 
a benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 ef seq.). 

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response Including time for reviewing 
instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect 
of this fomi to the Chief, Administrative Services Division, National Park Service, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of 
Management and Budget, Papenwork Reductions Projects (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503. 
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' HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE ; V ' - - v -

t v The Belchertown State School possesses i n t e g r i t y of l o c a t i o n , design, 
^ ' - ' ' y s e t t i n g , m a t e r i a l s , workmanship, f e e l i n g , and workmanship. I t opened 

V i n the f a l l of 1922 as the Commonwealth's t h i r d "school f o r the 
feeble-minded," w i t h the s p e c i f i c purpose of serving the western h a l f 

•• .J of the s t a t e . The need f o r such an i n s t i t u t i o n had been recognized at 
l e a s t as e a r l y as 1913, when the Trustees of the Fernald School i n 
Waltham (see form) recommended establishment of such a school t o serve 
the great demand f o r admissions from t h a t q u a r t e r . The s i t e was 

; purchased i n 1915, and development was begun i n 1918 under the i n i t i a l 
..is". s u p e r v i s i o n of the Wrentham School (see form) . The Belchertown State 

*; School, which was c l o s e l y modeled on the grounds and b u i l d i n g plans of 
•." Wrentham, and which continued the n a t i o n a l l y renowned treatment 

programs begun at Fernald, represents the mature development of the 
; . y f A s t a t e school system as i t e x i s t e d p r i o r t o the m i d - t w e n t i e t h century. 

A"- . I t was, and continues t o be, r e g i o n a l l y s i g n i f i c a n t as the only school 
-.:i!A'' f o r development a l l y d i s a b l e d c h i l d r e n i n western Massachusetts. The 
, Belchertown State School c l e a r l y r e f l e c t s the development of the 
' . .' Massachusetts State H o s p i t a l and School System as described i n the 
. ' o v e r v i e w and meets c r i t e r i a A and C of the N a t i o n a l Register of 

\ y / y : H i s t o r i c Places. I t i s s i g n i f i c a n t on the l o c a l and s t a t e l e v e l s w i t h 
." > a p e r i o d of s i g n i f i c a n c e extending from 1915 t o 1940. 

V Chapter 127 of the Acts of 1915 authorized c o n s t r u c t i o n of "a new 
: school f o r the feeble-minded i n the western p a r t of the s t a t e , at 

Belchertown" w i t h an a p p r o p r i a t i o n of $50,000 t o purchase 700 acres of 
':. ' land. Development of the s i t e was not undertaken u n t i l 1918, however, 
""•^i' ** * when several e x i s t i n g farmhouses and o u t b u i l d i n g s were f i t t e d out to 

. accommodate 40 boys from Wrentham along w i t h an u n s p e c i f i e d number of 
attendants t o provide supervision. New c o n s t r u c t i o n began the 
f o l l o w i n g year when co n t r a c t s were l e t f o r a powerhouse (#35), a 

|\ V storehouse/bakery (#34), a laundry (#33), a boys' c u s t o d i a l b u i l d i n g 
.fu V'>>• (#101), a boys' dormitory (#7), and two employees' cottages (#10, 11) 

I n the absence of a Board of Trustees, Dr. George L. Wallace, 
Superintendent of the Wrentham School, provided immediate sup e r v i s i o n . 
Thus, the Wrentham School acted as a parent i n s t i t u t i o n t o Belchertown 
i n much the same way t h a t Fernald had given r i s e to Wrentham i n 
1906-1908 . 

A January 1918 a r t i c l e i n the l o c a l newspaper. The S e n t i n e l , provides 
, ,.«si|, an i n t e r e s t i n g counterpoint t o the i n f o r m a t i o n contained i n the 

school's annual r e p o r t s . According to t h a t source, the town saw the 
new i n s t i t u t i o n as a "considerable stimulus t o i n d u s t r y and trade" i n 

/ a small community of 2,200, i n a d d i t i o n t o i t s main purpose of serving 
the "feeble-minded c h i l d r e n of Western Massachusetts who h i t h e r t o have 

,'. ; been compelled t o go t o the d i s t a n t schools at Waverley and Wrentham." 

. . . . . . V . •• y.A .y ' '•-••.V--'-'' ' • . ' 

' ''i f ^ (yr:^. : ' ^^^h^^^^^-^'y^^^ , ^. ^'^^ • 
• ..K...̂  i...A 'yy.:-': it ' . . . A\y'^'--' (cont inued) 

' ' ' . . :As*y:-yy!.. - y.yyy -••A'y A^;i^3'y .. .•yy >^. yy t\. . 
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The S e n t i n e l also provided i n f o r m a t i o n on the e x i s t i n g farmsteads 
purchased by the s t a t e , n o t i n g t h a t several of the houses and barns •' _ 
would be used--at l e a s t t e m p o r a r i l y - - t o house c h i l d r e n , thereby : . :-<'•' 
" e s t a b l i s h i n g a k i n d of cottage system, l e t t i n g these farmhouses do 

y'''A-'. s e r v i c e u n t i l the dormitory i s erected and ready f o r occupancy." The , 
.. farms were described thus: ' i 

y , The l a r g e s t of the f i v e farms f o r which the State w i l l pay 
• ' ' approximately $43,000, i s t h a t owned by A. W. Stacy which embraces • 

^ " about 560 acres. This is all good land and fine for pasturing, y : -^.y-yi., y -
; ..' On t h i s h i gh land no doubt some of the b i g b u i l d i n g s f o r the 7 ••. 

% .y- ' • V , school w i l l be erected. The present i s the t h i r d generation of ; '•' : 
* Stacys t o own the farm, which has been i n the f a m i l y f o r 150 

years. F i f t y head of c a t t l e used to be kept here, but not of l a t e 
years, as Mr. Stacy has had other plans t o c a r r y out. This s o i l , . 
j u s t as on the other farms, i s r i c h and i s e a s i l y worked t o r a i s e .IK ^ 

. , s A v a r i e d farm produce, corn, potatoes and other t a b l e commodities •̂•r<iJ«J*' 
A; ••' which a colony of 2000 w i l l demand i n such great q u a n t i t y . R. E. .,.:,r̂  r*-*-^" 

I'T, ̂  F a i r c h i l d says the biggest corn he has ever seen came o f f the >*>••, 
'\*v*̂ ' Stacy farm; the s t a l k s were 18 f e e t t a l l . Hundreds of b a r r e l s of 

, apples have been picked i n the orchards, and another advantage 
• • ' , there, in one of the Stacy pastures is a whole set of springs and '^i-i 

'y.'Ĵ '-̂ ,vt̂ .y>.,,,̂ ..̂ _ the water examined by an engineer i s pronounced p e r f e c t l y pure and "4, 
. . . ̂  I ̂  .; I < ̂  .f of u n l i m i t e d supply. There i s a pond which w i t h the brush cut o f f 

'"i"'" ,1 «1; f' t I would cover n e a r l y two acres, from which i c e could be procured and •^'f*'* 
r ' l l . ^ ' l . . I ' f l where the boys could have fun s k a t i n g . The Stacy house i s 
j | J j ^ , . ^ L l , ; ' probably 100 years o l d , but i s good f o r a long time y e t ; i t i s .̂ 
,^^l^^|,#!;^fr^ roomy and serviceable as a home f o r those who w i l l go t o ' ' , 
*V / ' '^''V* Belchertown. -.'yA 

* - ! f / i f \ y y ; . • . 

... 4 kj'"^ Adjoining is the Howard farm. It is on this land that the spur %• . • ^' 
._̂ ",y' ^A^.h^i t r a c k w i l l run. I t i s understood t h a t Chairman O'Meara of the •. •• *;•'• 

" State Board s a i d t h a t the Howard house could be e a s i l y converted 
V . > « I I i n t o an o f f i c e b u i l d i n g . This f i n e o l d place was b u i l t by Enoch 

Burnett when he retur n e d from C a l i f o r n i a . 

The Michel farm, a l i t t l e t o the r i g h t , as one faces the v i l l a g e 
from Howards and Stacys embraces 120 acres. The neat, w e l l - b u i l t 
farmhouse i s 40 years o l d . The land i s good and the barn i n i n 
e x c e l l e n t r e p a i r . The Jepson farm takes i n about 60 acres and the 
land i s bounded by the Central Vermont r a i l r o a d and by the woods. 
The farmhouse was f i x e d over the Mr. Jeps on's f a t h e r i n 1857, but 
the house (#60) was erected long before t h a t . This i s 
e x c e p t i o n a l l y good grass land. 

The W i t t farm a d j o i n i n g covers 130 acres and the land goes c l e a r 
t o the other road. I n the rear of h i s barns across the road from 
the house are t o be found e x c e l l e n t springs. Messrs. W i t t , 
Jepson, and Michel r a i s e some 25 head or a few less i n the case of 

V (continued) 

' • ' • -•: • ' ':•' ^ A ' 
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the two l a t t e r , but i f the school a u t h o r i t i e s which they can have 
a d a i r y of 100 cows on the t r a c t . Besides vegetables and m i l k , 
pork, corned beef and f r e s h beef could be provided the inmates of 
the school at t h e i r very door. There i s p l e n t y of wood t o be cut 
f o r firewood and i n f a c t count everything t h a t could be wanted f o r 
home consumption. 

\ . .. 

A 

X./ 

i * 

; .1 .> 

''•• i- *. 
Ah i 

The S e n t i n e l also remarked on the programs of the school: 
Presiimably i n Belchertown, when the p l a n t once gets f u l l y under 

., , way, the many i n d u s t r i e s as c a r r i e d on i n Waverley w i l l be 
* inaugurated, such as carpentry, shopworking, cooking, sewing, 

weaving of carpets and rugs, making of brushes, brooms and 
doormats, etc. F a c i l i t y i n these makes the feeble-minded c h i l d 
s e l f - s u p p o r t i n g , encourages s e l f - r e s p e c t , and tends t o e s t a b l i s h 

A ' character and s t a b i l i t y . Then too, no doubt, boys w i l l work the 
land much as they do a t the Templeton farm where the 350 boys 
c a r r y on the work j u s t as they do a t Mt. Hermon. 

The Belchertown State School also includes the s i t e of the former Town 
Poor Farm (#72). Constructed i n 1877 w i t h a two s t o r y warden's 
department, the b u i l d i n g consisted of a one and one-half s t o r y e l l f o r 
inmates, a tramp room, and a lockup. The farm was s e l f - s u s t a i n i n g 
w i t h cows, chickens, p i g s , orchards and large hay meadows and gardens. 
The p r o p e r t y was s o l d t o the school i n the l a t e 1920s. 

According t o the 1922 Annual Report of the Massachusetts Commissioner 
of Mental Diseases, a d d i t i o n a l c o n s t r u c t i o n d i d not commence u n t i l 
t h a t year, when several b u i l d i n g s , which would expand the school's 
t o t a l c a p a c i t y t o 750 c h i l d r e n , were begun. These included a g i r l s ' 
c u s t o d i a l b u i l d i n g (#100), three g i r l s ' d o r m i t o r i e s (#2, 3, 4 ) , a •; ' 
s e r v i c e b u i l d i n g (#30), and two a d d i t i o n a l employees' cottages (#12, 
16), which were ready f o r occupancy the f o l l o w i n g year. So t h a t the 
school could open w i t h o u t f u r t h e r delay, i t was repor t e d t h a t 
temporary arrangements had been made t o use one end of the storehouse 
as a k i t c h e n / d i n i n g room and t o use p a r t of the laundry f o r 
schoolhouse and assembly h a l l purposes. 

Chapter 410 of the Acts of 1922 o f f i c i a l l y e s t a b l i s h e d the Belchertown 
State School, and formal opening ceremonies were h e l d on November 15, 
1922. By t h a t time. Dr. George E. McPherson had been appointed 
superintendent (March 15, 1922) and the school had received i t s f i r s t 
a p p r o p r i a t i o n independent of Wrentham (June 1, 1922). S i x t y - f i v e boys 
were t r a n s f e r r e d from Fernald on the opening day, and 128 more from 
Fernald and Wrentham were t r a n s f e r r e d on November 24. To continue 
expansion of the school, other s t r u c t u r e s were authorized t h a t year, 
i n c l u d i n g an a d m i n i s t r a t i o n b u i l d i n g (#1), a schoolhouse/gym (#29), 
two boys' d o r m i t o r i e s t o house 105 p a t i e n t s each (#8, 5 ) , two 
a d d i t i o n a l employees' cottages f o r 22 s t a f f each (#13, 14), a garage 
(#37), a carpenters' shop (#38), a superintendent's house (#50), a 

(continued) 
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r a i l r o a d spur t r a c k (#36), and an o f f - s i t e water tower. According t o 
Annual Reports, which are v e r i f i e d by a c t u a l c o n s t r u c t i o n dates, 
completion of t h i s group was slow, w i t h the e a r l i e s t not ready f o r / 

<-..,. , occupancy u n t i l 1925. 

: One year a f t e r the o f f i c i a l opening of the Belchertown School on 
• October 1, 1923, i t s t o t a l capacity was l i s t e d a t 710 whi l e i t s t o t a l [ 

p o p u l a t i o n was a mere 428, perhaps p a r t i a l l y accounting f o r the 
slowdown i n c o n s t r u c t i o n . During the next three years, the o f f i c i a l 
c a p a c i t y remained a t 710 w h i l e the p o p u l a t i o n climbed t o 672 i n 1924, ;'' 
to 729 i n 1925, and t o 743 i n 1926. The t r u s t e e s , w r i t i n g i n t h e i r • ' 
1924 Annual Report, ascribed t h e i r d i s a p p o i n t i n g lack of p h y s i c a l 
progress t o "the new p o l i c y of r i g i d economy i n s t a t e expenditures." 

Nevertheless, programs s i m i l a r t o those at Fernald and Wrentham were 
: e s t a b l i s h e d and report e d on w i t h p r i d e . I n 1924, the tr u s t e e s s t a t e d : -

the Board has been cognizant of the d i f f i c u l t i e s attendant upon 
•. ; • the opening of a new i n s t i t u t i o n , and each month throughout the 

•J. ' . year has noted w i t h s a t i s f a c t i o n increased f a c i l i t i e s f o r the care 
• . r 4 • of the p a t i e n t s , the purchase of pl a y m a t e r i a l s f o r the younger 

.ji , • c h i l d r e n i n the wards, play-ground equipment, the inau g u r a t i o n of 
iŵ -*** A- p h y s i c a l t r a i n i n g a c t i v i t i e s , out-of-doors sports, and indoor / 
" f e s t i v i t i e s , a l l of which have m i l i t a t e d f o r happiness. The ' V 

"•y .:'y.,\ gradual development of hand-work for the girls and industrial work XA'y-.\ 
^**--A\'' . •;. the boys, in cramped and inadequate quarters, is suggestive of i'y'^"'' '-

future development under more auspicious conditions. The same is V 
'^"i true of the school department. The out-of-door activities in ; ' ^A-"''' 

d i g g i n g and grading and the farm work of the able bodied boys, • . •̂•̂  
i ^ ' - ' h a v e given wholesome, purposeful occupation, which reacts i n 

/'i'V cheerfulness and s e l f - r e s p e c t among the workers. 

They also noted t h a t a "vacation" or parole system had been ''^V- *" 
^ . ,, .pf*^' established under the supervision of the Social Service Department. V 
•. ; f '• Clinics for the examination of children in the community had also been K^-^^.j^ 

%. . ."̂ ^̂  i;' inaugurated, f o l l o w i n g the example of Fernald and Wrentham. These .. V."̂-
. ./•/-•'xj .i '. types of community-based programs were added throughout the State ' '̂ '̂:4•T7 / 

'"'̂ '»**3r*'- H o s p i t a l and School System i n the 1910s and 1920s. ' 'f^*^'^V'i'f 

K. * ^ I n 1925 i t was rep o r t e d t h a t : 4.^ '̂T 
f%- • ij^/'. ....programs have been expanded w i t h establishment of an -, - ; /• 
^ ' L Educational Department. During the year we have secured the „ 
' " V^'v services of a head teacher who i s busy c o r r e l a t i n g the courses of 
V/ study, o r g a n i z i n g the i n s t i t u t i o n l i b r a r y and i t s c i r c u l a t i o n , and 

• ̂  f ^ 1 su p e r v i s i n g the entertainment a c t i v i t i e s . This year has been the 

f 

r W 

'v»| beginning of a kindergarten. There now are being conducted two 
i . . . 4 , -i s e n s e - t r a i n i n g classes (pre-kindergarten) , a kindergarten, 

' gymnastic classes, and s i x grades of grammar school. I n v 
' ' a d d i t i o n , there i s an i n d u s t r i a l department f o r boys, and, f o r 

boys, one in manual training. In all our classes we have 134 boys 
•'. ' • .i •. . ., - X. -.-ny.. -, •• y 'y •. 

'-A: , ' v ^ J ^ • . ^ •- .V•••'̂ ' . ^ . (continued) 
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and 210 g i r l s . Pupils a t t e n d t h e i r school sessions f o r one-half 
of each school day. •. v ... •' ' <• v .. 

... • . .••. '.A'- ' 
' ' The f o l l o w i n g year, a music teacher was employed. ' ' *• 

Dr. George E. McPherson served as superintendent from the school's ,-
: founding u n t i l 1943. He was replaced by Dr. Henry A. Tagdell, who 
.% served u n t i l 1960 when he, i n t u r n , was replaced by Dr. Lawrence P. , 

'^A-y Bowser. During the mid-twentieth century, c o n d i t i o n s at Belchertown 
apparently d e t e r i o r a t e d . The systemwide Governor & Council Report of 

, 1945, which was g e n e r a l l y f l a t t e r i n g i n i t s e s t i m a t i o n of Belchertown, 
r e p o r t e d t h a t beds were too close together, causing poor v e n t i l a t i o n 

... ..: and f i r e hazard, e s p e c i a l l y i n A and K Dorms. The farm colony dorms 
1 , were also noted as o l d , wood-frame f i r e hazards. New b u i l d i n g s , 'y 
•A' • : i e s p e c i a l l y an i n f i r m a r y f o r chronic cases, were u r g e n t l y recommended.;. ; 

I n March 1970, the S p r i n g f i e l d Union began a ser i e s of a r t i c l e s V.-
exposing sub-human l i v i n g c o n d i t i o n s a t the school, leading t o Dr. 
Bowser's r e s i g n a t i o n and the appointment of three successors i n the 

, next two years. Establishment of the Belchertown State School Friends 
A s s o c i a t i o n i n January 1972, appointment of a long-term 
superintendent. Dr. W i l l i a m E. Jones, i n November 1972, and a consent 
decree i n t h a t same month l e d to s u b s t a n t i a l changes at the school. 
The school was closed i n 1992 as p a r t of a systemwide f a c i l i t i e s 
e v a l u a t i o n . 

\, Archaeological S i g n i f i c a n c e • 

I \ The overall lack of prehistoric site locations and systematically ''^ 
f excavated sites in Belchertown makes any surviving sites significant. \ 
t \ P r e h i s t o r i c s i t e s i n t h i s area can be important by p r o v i d i n g data on ^ 
')r^^T u p l a n d / i n t e r i o r s i t e s i n general and the r o l e s i t e s along t r i b u t a r y A-̂ f-' 

•» yA^y^^- streams of the Connecticut River played i n the l o c a l / r e g i o n a l Native 
^ ''v." subsistence and settlement systems. Sites i n t h i s area can be p a r t of 

rvi -' V' I ^ l a r g e r , p o s s i b l y seasonal settlement network based along the 'r* A'' •• 

5 Connecticut River and/or p a r t of a s p e c i a l i z e d adaptation to l o c a l 
^ environments i n the uplands. Most Native American core areas i n t h i s ..; 

region focused on the Connecticut River Valley and the main branch of '«'„.^>.\ 
the Connecticut River; however, areas of equal or secondary importance vT^i^-' 
may have focused along primary or first-rank tributaries at the A ]• 
confluence of t h i s t r i b u t a r i e s or, the confluence of minor drainages ;>. 

•,k'' such as brooks and streams w i t h these t r i b u t a r i e s . Sites i n t h i s area . • 
.- can c o n t r i b u t e t o a c l a r i f i c a t i o n of the nature and d i v e r s i t y of these •V; 

r e l a t i o n s h i p s . ; 
' H i s t o r i c a r c h aeological remains described above have the p o t e n t i a l t o 

document 19th and possibly 18th century land use history that . -'A 
predates the State H o s p i t a l ; such remains may provide d e t a i l s • •'• 
p e r t a i n i n g t o l i f e a t the h o s p i t a l f o r p a t i e n t s and p o s s i b l y s t a f f . ... > 

. !A (continued) 
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Documentary research combined w i t h archaeological survey and t e s t i n g 
can p i n p o i n t the l o c a t i o n s of farmhouses, r e l a t e d o u t b u i l d i n g s , and ,• 
oc c u p a t i o n a l - r e l a t e d features associated w i t h four of the f i v e farms 
purchased f o r the school but no longer extant. Careful a n a l y s i s of 
o c c u p a t i o n a l - r e l a t e d features associated w i t h the farms can provide 
d e t a i l s of r u r a l a g r i c u l t u r a l l i f e and the extent t o which the farms 
p a r t i c i p a t e d i n l o c a l , r e g i o n a l , or even s e l f - s u f f i c i e n t economies. 
Analysis of these features can also determine w i t h r e l a t i v e accuracy 
the dates of occupation and p o s s i b l y settlement of the farms. Refuse 
an a l y s i s can also help document the extent t o which c r a f t s such as 
carpentry, shopworking, cooking, sewing, weaving of carpet, and rugs, 
and the making of brushes, brooms and dormat, et c . were used as p a r t 
of the school's programs t o encourage s e l f respect and e s t a b l i s h 
character and s t a b i l i t y w i t h youths a t the school. This i n f o r m a t i o n 
i s c u r r e n t l y l a c k i n g f o r most of the farms. Analysis of s t r u c t u r a l 
remains from the farmhouses and r e l a t e d f e a t u r e can help r e c o n s t r u c t • 
the degree t o which farmhouses and o u t b u i l d i n g s were a l t e r e d or t 
" f i t t e d out" t o serve as d o r m i t o r i e s f o r c h i l d r e n during the e a r l y 
days of the school. S t r u c t u r a l remains from o u t b u i l d i n g s and 
oc c u p a t i o n a l - r e l a t e d features may also survive from the town's Poor 
Farm (#72, 1877), s o l d t o the school i n the 1920s. Study of these 
remains can provide valuable i n s i g h t s i n t o l i f e on 19th century poor 
farms and the extent t o which they were s e l f s u s t a i n i n g , as reported. 
Archaeological remains from the Belchertown Poor Farm can also be used 
i n a comparative study w i t h other poor farms or almshouses operated by 
the State. (Two of three state-owned almshouses operated by the State 
are i n c l u d e d i n t h i s nomination, i n Tewksbury and Monson.) A 
cemetery, whose l o c a t i o n i s c u r r e n t l y unknown, should also e x i s t f o r 
the Belchertown Poor Farm. The l o c a t i o n of the cemetery would be a 
valuable c o n t r i b u t i o n t o the r e c o n s t r u c t i o n of the Poor Farm. 
S t r u c t u r a l remains from o u t b u i l d i n g s and food processing r e l a t e d 
a c t i v i t i e s associated w i t h the school's a g r i c u l t u r a l a c t i v i t i e s can ~' 
complete documentation f o r these a c t i v i t i e s f o r f u t u r e study and = 
provide data f o r which doc\amentation o f t e n does not e x i s t . Trash 
areas associated w i t h the school's day-to-day support a c t i v i t i e s can 
provide s i m i l a r i n f o r m a t i o n . This data can provide i n s i g h t s i n t o l i f e 
a t the school r a r e l y documented i n w r i t i n g . 

(end) 
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cu r r e n t 846 acres. 
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BELCHERTOWN STATE SCHOOL 
BELCHERTOWN, MASSACHUSETTS 

DISTRICT DATA SHEET 

MAP # BUILDING NAME DATE STYLE ARCHITECT/DESIGNER STATUS RESOURCE 

A d m i n i s t r a t i o n 1926/1967 Col o n i a l Revival Kendall, Taylor & Co. C 
• 1 

••/Br. ^ 
2 " Ward B "V; 1921 Co l o n i a l Revival Kendall, Taylor & Co. c . 
;S y Ward C 1923 Co l o n i a l Revival Kendall, Taylor & Co. c ... r-. ,A 
.4- Ward D 1923 -• Colonial Revival Kendall, Taylor & Co. c 

Ward E 1928 ' • -Colonial Revival Kendall, Taylor & Co. c • 
t Ward F 1930 Colonial Revival Kendall, Taylor & Co. c ,v«..; 

Ward L 1920 Colonial Revival Kendall, Taylor & Co. c 
Ward M 1927 Colonial Revival Kendall, Taylor & Co. c 

9 Ward G 1967 Modern NC B 
10 Cottage 1 1920 Craftsman Kendall, Taylor & Co. C B 
11 Cottage 2 . 1920 Craftsman Kendall, Taylor & Co. C •yB . :' 
12 Cottage 3 • ; „ 1923 Craftsman Kendall, Taylor & Co. c B . 
13 Cottage 4 , • •• 1927 Craftsman Kendall, Taylor & Co. c • ̂ f--'- • ^' • ' i 14 Cottage 5 ,* .i- "'-v 1928 Craftsman Kendall, Taylor & Co. c m . - . i 15 Cottage 6 ' . ' . -» 1930 Craftsman Kendall, Taylor & Co. C -"̂  ^ 
H Cottage 7 ' 7 ' • ' 1922 i Craftsman Kendall, Taylor Sc Co. c 
m Cottage 8 1931 Craftsman Kendall, Taylor & Co. c B • ' \ - i 

w Cottage 9 1930 Craftsman Kendall, Taylor & Co. c 
Nursery 1 1930 Colonial Revival Kendall, Taylor & Co. c B • • " ' -^y/ 

m Nursery 2 1932 Colonial Revival Kendall, Taylor & Co. c B y:Ay'': 

Tagdell Nursery 1967 Modern NC B •• -'y. 

$5 I n f i r m a r y 1944 Colonial Revival Kendall, Taylor & Co. NC B 
H o s p i t a l 1930 Co l o n i a l Revival Kendall, Taylor & Co. C B . y, \ ' 

m Dental T r a i l e r 1977 Modern A: NC St - ••• ' 

m Garage ca. 1980 Modern NC B 

m~ C i v i l Defense Tower ca. 1970 n/a NC St . 
27 G i r l s ' I n d u s t r i a l Bldg. 1932 U t i l i t a r i a n c B 
26 Boys' I n d u s t r i a l Bldg. 1930 U t i l i t a r i a n c B • .• ̂ il 
2$ Front Street School 1928/1932 Colonial Revival c • ̂ .;. . t ' : . ; « 3d Food Service B u i l d i n g 1922 Colonial Revival Kendall, Taylor & Co. c s -* 
u Cannery 1933 Co l o n i a l Revival Kendall, Taylor & Co. C . 8... 
32 Garbage Shed yy. 1924 U t i l i t a r i a n - , .. ' 
33 Laundry 1920 U t i l i t a r i a n c > 
34 Storehouse/Bakery 1922 U t i l i t a r i a n Kendall, Taylor & Co. c 

Powerhouse 1922 U t i l i t a r i a n Kendall, Taylor & Co. c 
R a i l r o a d T r e s t l e 1928 - : U t i l i t a r i a n c St 

37 Main Garage 1922 U t i l i t a r i a n Kendall, Taylor & Co. c 3 
38 Maintenance Shop 1932 U t i l i t a r i a n c B 
39 Tin Shed ca. 1940 U t i l i t a r i a n ' c B 
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BELCHERTOWN STATE SCHOOL 
BELCHERTOWN, MASSACHUSETTS 

DISTRICT DATA SHEET 

MAP # BUILDING NAME DATE STYLE ARCHITECT/DESIGNER STATUS RESOURCE 

40 Storage 1951 ' * U t i l i t a r i a n NC B 
41 Lumber Storage 1944 U t i l i t a r i a n NC B 
42 Sewer Meter Shed ca. 1980 U t i l i t a r i a n NC B 
^ I n c i n e r a t o r 1950 U t i l i t a r i a n NC St 
44 Rock Crusher ca. 1950 U t i l i t a r i a n NC St 
45 Friendship Lodge 1974 Modern NC B 
46 Recreation P a v i l i o n 1983 Modern . NC St 
'47 ' Storage Shed 1982 U t i l i t a r i a n NC B 

Gazebo A 1934 Craftsman C St 
A r* 4d Gazebo F ca. 1922 Craftsman JC ' St. A r* 

50 Superintendent's Hse. 1924 Colonial Revival C 1. 
51 garage 1925 U t i l i t a r i a n 

• 
52 Asst. Supt. House 1891 Vernacular B - ^ 
53 garage 1927 U t i l i t a r i a n '..v - . • c i '•1 '4 

~M F a i r c h i l d Cottage 1893 Vernacular c B -b^ ') 
si garage * 1931 U t i l i t a r i a n j ' c B 

-b^ ') 
56 R i l e y Cottage V' 1890 Vernacular • - ' ^' c B • , 
57 ; garage 1929 U t i l i t a r i a n - ' • _ • NC B 

Carousel Storage Bldg. 1962 U t i l i t a r i a n "' .*:< •: NC B 
Carousel 1900 (moved from s i t e : 1993) 

59 Greenhouse 1982 U t i l i t a r i a n . ' NC B ' A '• i 
60 Jepon House . . - . 1829 Greek Revival C B ^ t 

garage 1924 U t i l i t a r i a n •', • -•. C B 
shed ca. 1970 U t i l i t a r i a n .̂ = -, ::. , NC B 
shed ca. 1970 U t i l i t a r i a n : NC B 
p l a s t i c greenhouse ca. 1990 U t i l i t a r i a n >. NC B 
p l a s t i c greenhouse ca. 1990 U t i l i t a r i a n NC B 1 C 

66 Vegetable Storage 1929 U t i l i t a r i a n C B 
§7 Town Garage ca. 1980 U t i l i t a r i a n NC B 
$8 Town Storage ca. 1950 U t i l i t a r i a n ' NC B 

yA £9 Hen House 1930 U t i l i t a r i a n C B yA 

Tfr P o u l t r y House 1930 U t i l i t a r i a n ' y y . , e B 
71 Garage ca. 1980 U t i l i t a r i a n NC B • <i,r.v. 72 Poor Farm/Dorm, s i t e 1877 I t a l i a n a t e •" x - C Si • <i,r.v. 

Cabbage Shed 1940 collapsed ; • x,;. • ,̂  NC B . ^ 
Horse Barn ,. pre-1893 Utilitarian ... yy: c B 

ft- Horse Barn 1915 U t i l i t a r i a n c : • ' •, • =• c ^ 
76 Wagon Shed 1930 U t i l i t a r i a n c B 
7? B u l l Pen 1940 • U t i l i t a r i a n " c -
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BELCHERTOWN STATE SCHOOL 
BELCHERTOWN, MASSACHUSETTS 

DISTRICT DATA SHEET 

STYLE ARCHITECT/DESIGNER STATUS RESOURCE 

78 Cow Barn 1947 U t i l i t a r i a n NC B 
79 Barn 1923 U t i l i t a r i a n B 

P Cow Barn 1924 U t i l i t a r i a n 
Cow Barn 1924 U t i l i t a r i a n 
B u l l Pen 1930 U t i l i t a r i a n " 
Greenhouse 1926 U t i l i t a r i a n ' 
B o i l e r Room 1926 U t i l i t a r i a n • A- St 
Dairy 1926 U t i l i t a r i a n B 
H o s p i t a l 1927 U t i l i t a r i a n 

- • • 
B 

Feed Storage 1948 : • U t i l i t a r i a n NC B 
Hay Barn 1950 U t i l i t a r i a n • y.' ...... NC B 

89 Saw Dust Shed 1951 U t i l i t a r i a n NC B 
90 Storage/Indoor Riding 1958 U t i l i t a r i a n NC B 
91 Storage Barn ca. 1850 Greek Revival C B 
92 Manure Shed , 1928 U t i l i t a r i a n C B 
93 Piggery 1930 U t i l i t a r i a n C B 
94 Piggery/Quonset Hut 1951 U t i l i t a r i a n --. - V ' • • NC B 
95 Piggery Storage 1930 U t i l i t a r i a n c B 
96 Sewerage F a c i l i t y 1934 U t i l i t a r i a n c St 
97 Sewerage F a c i l i t y 1934 U t i l i t a r i a n c St 
98 Sewerage F a c i l i t y 1934 U t i l i t a r i a n c St 
99 Sewerage Outflow ca. 1935 U t i l i t a r i a n c St 
100 S i t e of A Ward 1921 (demolished ca. 19f iO) c Si 
101 S i t e of K Ward 1920 (demolished ca. 19f 30) c S i 
102 Cemetery ca. 1920 n/a . . y c Si 
103 Main Green space ca. 1920 n/a c Si 
104 Secondary Green space ca. 1920 n/a Si 
105 T e r t i a r y Green space ca. 1920 n/a c Si 
106 Pasture/Crop land n/a n/a c Si 

m^A Front Lawn * ca. 1920 n/a Si 

4 

TOTAL RESOURCES: 76 C o n t r i b u t i n g ; 31 Noncontributing 

57 C o n t r i b u t i n g Buildings 
9 C o n t r i b u t i n g Sites 

10 C o n t r i b u t i n g Structures 

2 6 Noncontributing Buildings 
5 Noncontributing Structures 
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June 8, 1994 RECEIVED 413 
C a r o l S h u l l 
N a t i o n a l Register of H i s t o r i c Places 
Department of the I n t e r i o r 
N a t i o n a l Park Service 
P.O. Box 37127 
Washington, DC 20013-7127 NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

Dear Ms. S h u l l : 

Enclosed please f i n d the f o l l o w i n g nomination form: 

Belchertown State School, 3 0 State Street, Belchertown (Hampshire 
County), Massachusetts, 01007. 

The nomination has been voted e l i g i b l e by the State Review Board 
and has been signed by the State H i s t o r i c Preservation O f f i c e r . 
Owners were n o t i f i e d of pending State Review Board c o n s i d e r a t i o n 
60-120 days before the meeting and were a f f o r d e d the o p p o r t u n i t y 
t o comment. The one owner of t h i s p r o p e r t y i s the Commonwealth 
of Massachusetts. 

Sincerely, 

Betsy Friedberg 1 -
Na t i o n a l Register D i r e c t o r 
Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission 

enclosure 

Massachusetts Historical Commission, Judith B. McDonough, Executive Director, State Historic Preservation Officer 
80 Boylston Street, Boston, Massachusetts 02116-4802 (617)727-8470 Fax:(617)727-5128 TDD: 1-800-392-6090 

Office of the Secretary of State, Michael J. Connolly, Secretary 


