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NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION

The Mendon Center Historic District contains about 400 acres representing both the village and the rural

components of this historic hilltop farming community. The Town of Mendon is located in the southeastern
corner of Worcester County, eest of Uxbridge, south of Upton and Milford, and north of Blackstone ad
Millville, all tovms comprised of parts partitioned from it a various points inits long history. Located on
the southeesterly edgeof the Worcester Plateau, which extends from the coadd lowlandsto the Connecticut
River Valey, the topography of the district dopes gradudly down to the course of the Muddy Brook. This
smal cesk is atributary of the Mill River, the town's principal waterway. Both are part of the Blackstone
River watershed. Land inthis intervae till remains undeveloped with some of it still in agricultura uses

athough increasing acreege hes begun to return to forest. Farmland here was some of the first cultivated in
the town and remains assodated with farm properties included inthe historic district. Therest of the district
occupies land on the plateau. Much of the farmland here hes been subdivided and built-up with recent
resdentidl and commercid devdopment. As such, it hes been excdluded from the historic digtrict.

(Additional historic agricultural landscgpe north of Mendon Center hes been nominated to the Nationd

Regiger of Historic Faces as the North Avenue Rurd Historic District.)

The dreet plan of Mendon Center is irregular, reflecting the radiating sysem of roads that emanated from
the 18*-century town center, as well as the overlay of 19" -century turnpikes and village streets. Two magjor
esst-west (roughly) axes dividefrom the Uxbridge Road & the westem boundary of the village and traverse
the district. The principal one is digned with Hagtings and Milford dreets, o known as State Route 16,
and is presently the main highway through the center.  Thisroad was congtructed west from Main Strest and
the medtinghouse very early in the town's history. Milford Road, stretching inastraight line eest from Main
Street was opened in 1803. It replaced the Old Pogt Lane, the path by which Mendon's first proprietors
traveled to the town. The sscond axis follows Maple, Main, and George streststo Neck Hill Road. Main
and George dreets were part of the route to Milford inthe 18th century. In 1800, they were incorporated
with a new Maple Strest into the Ninth Turnpike, o0 known &s the Hartford-Boston Turnpike, a which
time it became the more mgjor of the two axes Both of these routes are bisected by Main Strest, which
begins & George Strest and ends a the Hagtings Street /Milford Road intersection. South of George Stred,
the road is named Providence Street; north of Hagtings Stret, it is named North Avenue. This route wes
part of an early connector road between Providence and Worcester. It continued to serve this fiinction until
Route 146 was congructed in the mid-20” century. Other dreets intersect with these axes and provide
gregter dengty within the center. Blackstone Sireet travels in a southerly direction from Main Stregt towards
the town for which itisnamed. This route was established inthe late 17 century adong with the Uxbridge
Road (Hadgtings Street) and other routes originating outsde the historic district, such as Millville Stred, to
link the center with outlying communitiesthen apart of the town. Washington Strest extends northwesterly

(continued)
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from the point where Hagtings and Maple drests diverge, and Emerson Street extends southesgterly from the
same place. Both Washington and Emerson  dredts define the westerly periphery of the center where a
sscond tier of farmsteads was cregted on the plateau. At the southern gateway to the village, Gaskill Strest
cregtes a triangle with George and Providence sregts. Elm Streat bisects the triangle crested by Hagtings,
Maple and Main dregts. Thisisthe final dreet added to the plan and according to town reports was laid out
in 1853.

Although stled inthe late 17 century, Mendon Center's historic gppearance reflects the extent to which
the village developed in its economic and cultural heyday inthe early 19" century. Architecturdly, the Ste
of the Second Unitarian Church on Maple Street represents the physical center of the community (PHOTO
1). Itislocated inan areadensewith buildingsformed by the triangle of Maple, Hagtings and Main sregts.
This dendity isincreased by the addition of EIm Street within the triangle. Outside the triangle were aseries
of farms with their houses facing the boundary dreets, as well as the routes leading away from the center.
Those dosest to the triangle were part of the nudeus of the center.  Some of these were aosorbed into the
built-up, non-farm activities of the center as the town expanded and evolved inthe 19" and 20" centuries.
Today, the Mendon Center Historic District contains a broad range of buildings, mostly dwellingsthat span
from the mid-18*" century to the mid-20"" century. The district's visud integrity is enhanced by the surviva
of outbuildings, farm buildings, sone field walls, and granite landscagpe dements. Some of the outbuildings
are reputed to be reused shops and work buildings fi:om earlier times.  Granite retaining walls, curbing,
hitching podts, doorgeps and foundation blocks are remarkeble for their scale and craftsmanship. Mature
trees dong the center's dreets and field and pesture divisions contribute to the sanse of antiquity in this
classcNew England post-card village.

The origina church and town center was located on the southwesterly comer of the intersection of Main and
Hadtings dreets. The ste of this and two subssquent churches is now avacant, grassy areamemoridized as
Founders Pak (PHOTO 7). The town's first tavern was located northeast from the church ste dong
Hadtings Street or its precursor, the Old Pog Lane. The town well and Josgph White's sawpit were d<o in
the vicinity of thislocation. Thiswould have been the extent of the settlement phaseof the center during the
late 17* century. The proprietors farmswould have been established aong the easterly ridge of the plateau
with lands on the fertile dope of the intervale watered by the Muddy Brook (PHOTO 8). Thus, the town
took shegpe  The first sattlement was destroyed during King Philip's Wear (1675), but was rebuilt in
esentidly the same pattem.  As more families moved into Mendon & the conclusion of the war, farmswere
scatered in all directions resulting in numerous new roads and peths to the medtinghouse.  The center
remained inthis location until 1730 when the Fourth Mestinghouse was built a anew location further south
on Main Street adjacent to the town burying ground (PHOTO 11). However, the crossoads a the old center

(continued)
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was still prominent enough for Richard Amidon to build atavern there in the 1740s acrossMain Street from
the old meetinghouse ste (PHOTO 9).

The population of the Town of Mendon increased steadily during the 18" century. Having been deveoped
first, the center experienced little change following the relocafion of the meetinghouse in 1730. A sscond

meetinghouse was introduced in 1729, buih by the Society of Friends as part of the Smithfield, Rhode Idand
Monthly Meeting. |t was located on George Stret in the vicinity where Queker families, such as Gaskill,

Aldrich, and Southwick lived. Today, the Quaker Cemetey (MHC #801) on George Strest denates its
location (PHOTO 10). There are records of a town pound and ocks existing a the center, but their

wheregbouts remain vegue. A training field was st up west of the center in the 17 century, but was
rdlocated to a Ste a the southem end of the historic district where Main and Gaskill streets merge into

Providence Street.  This area was outlined as the "Common™ on John G. Metcalfs 1831 mgp of Mendon.

The second schoolhouse location in the center wias near the training grounds; the first (1709) is presumed to

have been where the George family cemetery issted. Mill Stes were located outside the center. A seesond

saw mill was located somewhere on the Muddy Brook, but as its name suggedts, the larger Mill River weas
the preferred location for industrial development. A blacksmith shop likely gopeared in this period, perhaps

a the known 19"M-century location opposte the presant Town Hall. Amidon's Tavern continued to operate

throughout the 1700s and together with the various burying grounds, is the only standing remnants of the

Colonia Erain Mendon Center.

The Town of Mendon was originaly eight miles square atypical 9ze of grants mede by the Generd Court

in 1663, the year the plantation of Quinshepauge was gpproved. Growing rapidly as it did, the Mendon

community became quite dispersed, as homesteeders sought out the mogt favorable lands dong other

dreams and intervaesin different parts of the town. Inashort time, it became difficult for townspeopleto

travel the disance between their homes and the church a the center. A "noon housg' was built neer the
church to accommodeate traveling churchgoers during the lunch bresk inthe Sunday service. Thisstill was
unsatisfactory, and satellite groups begen petitioning the Gengd Court for permisson to build

medtinghouses and, thereby, form new towns. In this way, Mendon was savered to form a portion of

Bellingham in 1719, Uxbridge was incorporated from nearly half of the westem part of the Mendon in 1727,
and in the north, Upton segparated in 1735. Later, when communitiesin the eest (Milford) and the south

(Blackstone) petitioned for partition, the Mendon sdectmen rose up in opposition to losing thesearess. As a
compromise, they were granted their own precincts or parishes Eventuadly, they dso received town datus,

and Mendon's overall areahad been reduced by nearly seventy-five percent Snce itsinception. In this way,
Mendon assumed the epithet "Mother of Towns," as the remaining resdents came to gripswith their loss of

vauablered edae

(continued)
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The economy of Mendon was soldly basad in agriculture and its supporting crafts, trades, and industries

until well after the Revolutionary War. It was a alow point & the end of the 18" century when the town

weas ds0 plagued by outbresks of dysentery and smallpox epidemics. When textile manufactories began to

gopear on the Blacksione River in what weas then the southern edge of Mendon, a new wave of prosperity

and enthusasm was experienced inthe town center. During the brief period between 1814, when Esk Ritts

opened one of New England's earliest woolen mills in Millville, and 1845, when the Town of Blackstone

sparaed from Mendon, the town center was transformed.  Architecturally, Mendon Center maintains a
srong gppearance of the consolidated village that developed inthat period. The most prominent focal point
in this array isthe Ssoond Unitarian Church (MHC #95), desgned by Worcester architect Elias Carter and

completed in 1820 (PHOTO 1). Its huge two-story, rectangular mass with a monumenta Tuscan portico

topped by a three-dage tower and spire epitomizes the restrained degance of this distinctive period of

church architecture in New England. With a dramétic faBade gpplied to a plain box building with smple

clgpboard siding and dear-pane saeh fenedration, it illustrates the paradoxica nature of rural architecture.

The Puritan virtue of planness is aptly expressed in the modern context of 19"M-century SOCiety.

Significantly larger than anything surrounding it in the village, the building conveyed the message of the

church's enduring authority inthe community. Still plainer isthe old North Congregational Church (MHC

#74) on Main Streat that was built in 1830 by a group dissenting from the Unitarian leedership of the Fifth

Church. Moremodest in scae and design, the church evinces the marginalized position of this congregation

in the community. With stylistic references to Gresk rather than Roman models, the church aso reflectsthe
changes occurring inregiona architecture by 1830. Although now conceded by vinyl dagpboard siding, the
church's unknown architect or source book was aoreest of current fashion, particularly inthe use of Gothic
windows.

Federd Period dwellingsin Mendon Center are generdly large, two-story buildingsthat illustrate the level

of prosperity and prominence the village had reached in that era Those attributed as having been built early
in the period are located on Haglings and Main dreets, with Maple Street gpparently developing after the
congtruction of the meatinghouse there in 1820. Two of the more significant early houses are subgtantidly
dtered. The Alexander Thayer House (MHC #75) & 9 Main Street has a double-pile plan, hipped roof, ad

pair of massve interior chimneys, but changes in fenestration and sding have compromised its aesthetic
vaue (PHOTO 12). The Seth Hasfings House (MHC #60) a 10 Hasfings Stregt is a gable-roof building
with adouble-pile plan with reer ell. The brick walls, attributed to builder Ananias Gifford of Uxbridge, ae
now conceded by vinyl cagpboard sding (PHOTO 13). The Cdeb Hayward House (MHC #106) & the
intersection of Hasfingsand Maple dredts (38 Maple Street), the Ebenezer Haywood House (MHC #58) & 7
Hadtings Street, and the Richard George House (MHC #384) & 24 Main Stredt, all large double-pile, hipped-

roof frame houses, are three other intact examples of housesbuilt between 1810 and 1820 (PHOTOS 14-16).
Thesehouses are built on the fringe of the center and had farm acreege associated with them. Alexander

(continued)
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Thayer was Mendon's first physician, Cdeb and Ebenezer were bankers, while Richard George was a
lawyer. Each was directly involved with the economic development in the town.

Smadler dwellings from this period are d<o represented inthe historic district. The Swan Homesteed (MHC
#102) on 26 Maple Streat was one of the first dwellings to gopear onthisroad (PHOTO 17). The one-dory,
gable-roof cottage with a center pessage plan is a distinctive example of the smal New England dwelling
that was the predominant house typein this period, particularly inrural settings. (This houseis said to have
been moved from the ste of Seth Hastingss houseincal 820.) There are many farmhouses in Mendon and
its offspring towns that illustrate this phenomenon. A distinctive example of a farmhouse in the historic
district isthe Enos Taft House (MHC #204) condructed cal825 with connected outbuildings and bam; it is
located on the fringe of the center a 25 Washington Strest (PHOTO 18). With itsthin, restrained Classcd
detailing and its gable end oriented to the road, the house illudtrates the evolution of this traditional, 18"
century form to accommodate 19'Mcentury tades. The one-dory, double-pile, center chimney John G.
Metcalf House (MHC #55) a 3 Hadlings Strest was built before 1830, when it was occupied by the Widow
Prince (PHOTO 19). Itisunusud that Mendon's second physician and emerging community leeder, gopears
to have moved from the more degant resdence of his predecessor & 9 Main Strest (MHC #75) (PHOTO
12) to this less pretentious dwelling among those of his neighbors and peers. The enthusagtic minister of
the Second Unitarian Church occupied the house a 7 North Avenue (MHC #75) as early as 1815, and in this
case, the large but modest 1 Vi gtory, double-pile Rev. Samud Doggett House (MHC #129) wes built to a
cde gppropriate to his office (PHOTO 20).

Similar in design but very different in scale and function are two one-gory, brick office buildingsbuilt for
Seth Hagtings on Main Street.  Adjacent to Founders Park and now the home of the Mendon Historical
Society, the hipped-roof building & 3 Main Srest housad the Mendon Bank (MHC #70) during its brief
exigence from 1825 to 1830 (PHOTO 21). Afterwardsit sarved as the law office for Seth Hastingss son
Charles CP. Hadlings. The seocond building, which is nearly identical in form and detail, was the Sth
Hagtings Law Office (MHC #78), which Hadtings and his sscond son William S Hagtings (PHOTO 22).
Both of these buildings are rare and significant examples of office architecture of the Federd Period.

The center built up further between 1830 and 1840, reaching virtually its present dimensons and dengty.
During this period, the house designs gradudly evolved into the Gresk Reviva tagte, dthough their forms
and plans remained condgent. Large two-story houses continued to be built throughout the village though
embdlished with wide comer-board pilagters, hefty comices and trabeated entrances.  The Nahum Gaskill
Farmhouse (MHC #174). built call830 a 16 Providence Stret a the southem end of the center illustrates
how Gresk Revival embdlishments were gpplied to the traditiona center chimney farmhouse (PHOTO 5)
Houses a numbers 8 and 31 Hastings Street (MHC # 59) are similar examples built doser to the core of the

(continued)
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center. The most daborate house of this period inthe historic district the huge, square Silas Dudley House
(MHC #67) built cal 835 on the northeasterly corner of the intersection of North Avenue and Milford Road
(PHOTO 3). Either by desgn or ateration, afive-bay facade was positioned on the westerly gable ed
facing North Avenue, creeting a broad pedimented e evation enframed by wide corner pilasters ornamented
with a Greek meander motif The southerly, Milford Road eevation hes no doorway, dthough there isa
visible goece between the two pairs of windows.

A number of smdler, one-story and Wi sory gable blocks were dso built or renovated in the 1830s ad
18340s updating this enduring house form to the Gresk Reviva tagte and technologica advancements of the
period. Four surviving examples on George Sireet suggest that this more modest house type was favored by
members of the Quaker community there. The feBade of the small M. Gaskill House, located a 16 George
Stredt, is richly detailed with the broad cornice, wide pilasters and trabested doorway distinctive to the
Grek Reviva gtyle (PHOTO 23). Inaddition, window surrounds are pronounced in scae and topped by a
pedimented heeder. Father eedt, a the edge of the historic district, the Cook-Gaskill House a 34 George
Street hes smilar embdlishments (PHOTO 6). Two dender chimneys flanking the center passage indicate
that sove hegting was in effect inthe house. Other examples can be found on Emerson, Main, Maple ad
Washington dreets. The Craig-Brown House (MHC #85) & 25 Main Street hes connected outbuildings and
bam, which was amethod of gte planning popular in the period (PHOTO 24).

Gable front houses were domedtic versons of Roman and Gresk temple forms popular in the first half of the
19" century. While public buildings, such as the Sscond Unitarian Church (1820) and the Town Hall (1845)
were designed with monumenta Classica porches, no dwellings in Mendon Center received this pretentious
treetment. Rather, houses like the Charles CP. Haglings House (MHC #57) a 6 Hadtings Strest, built
ca.l 840, utilized a projecting comice adong the raking edge of the front rooflinewith short returns supported
by comer pilasters to convey the sanse of a pediment (PHOTO 25). Porticos were reduced to porches over
entrances or full-width piazzas embdlished with column forms and other Greek dements The Hadtings
House hes the additional feature of atached outbuildingsand barn. The narrow front of the gable front
house was frequently adgpted to this linear dte plan. The Cook Homesteed (MHC #64) located a 23
Hagtings Siret on the northeast comer of Washington Stret isasmdler 1 '/2-gory version of the front-gable
house (PHOTO 26). This house dso hes connected outbuildings and a large barn.  Storekegper ad
posmesgter William H. Aldrich House (MHC #79) (ca.l835) a 15 Main Strest illustratesthe front gable type
& asmadl village dwelling (PHOTO 27). This house form hes endured as alandmark of affordable single-
family housing in eestern Massachusetts towns for a century. The nearby house @ 11 Main Strest (MHC
#77), built cal910, illustrates this longevity (PHOTO 28). Both houses have broad piazzas acrossthefront
that were modem accoutrements to the gable front house. The gone Smith-Williams House a 12 George
Strest with itsashlar faBade and degant arched entrance enframed with voussoirs is an anomaly in the tovra

(continued)
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(PHOTO 29). Two other front geble houses are worth noting here. The renowned summer boarding house
known as Sky Farm (MHC #131) house a 12 North Avenue originated as a gable front farmhouse with
connected outbuildings and bams, the wide, wrap-around piazza gopearsto be alater addition for the leisure
of summe guests (PHOTO 30). The front gable J.G. Davenport House (MHC #94) a 11 Maple Street, with
its gegp, pointed roof and recessad porch shows the growing interest in the Gothic Reviva tage in the
1840s as the Roman and Gregk gtyles were growing out of fashion (PHOTO 2). Inall, there are more than
fifteen gable front houses in the historic district making this house type the mogt prevdent in Mendon
Center.

The Aldrich Generd Store (MHC #90) wes built a the comer northwesterly comer of Main and Maple
before 1831, and it is a distinctive, surviving example of early 19" century commercia architecture in
Mendon a well in the broader region (PHOTO 31). The siting of this building is an indication of the
importance this intersection had assumed by thistime. Metcalfs 1831 mgp of Mendon places a blacksmith
shop south of the intersection where the present fire Sation is located. (This building was there well into the
20*' century.) The Didtrict |1 schoolhouse was acrossthe street from the blacksmith, and there was a second
gdore building north of the schoolhouse where a whedwright shop and boot factory are known to have been
later located. Oppogte Aldrich's sore on the southwesterly comer of Main and Maple streets, abuilding is
identified on the 1831 mgp with the symboal for atavem and the name label of H. Stone. The new Second
Unitarian Church was dose by on Maple Street (another black smithy wes located acrossthe dreet from the
meetinghouss), and the old Fourth Medtinghouse & the cormer of Main and Blackstone Strests wes
functioning as the town hall. In 1845, Silas Dudley built alarge, two-story meeting hall a this intersection
named Harrison Hall (MHC #81) after decsesed presdent, William Henry Harrison (PHOTO 32). Dr. John
G. Metcalf is credited with the desgn of the building. While the long, rectangular building with a two-story
Doric portico was being built, the town voted to buy it and put it to the shared use of atown hall and high
school. The Fourth Medtinghouse was over one hundred years old, and the town's school sysem hed
schoolhouses scattered in deven districts. Both were in nesd of modernization. With the completion of the
new tovm hall and high school, the town center was unequivocally st & the intersection of Maple and Main
Sreds.

The Webger H. Comgtock House (MHC #34) replaced an earlier house on the northwesterly comer of

Hadings Strest and North Avenue with a large, double-pile resdence built sometime around 1850.

FRctureque feetures, such as the projecting comice, bay window, three-bay faBade with an Itdianate
entrance porch with scroll-savm brackets al reflect the developing taste for more ornamenta architecture at

mid-century (PHOTO 3). Comstock's son operated aboot and shoe factory Stuated on the rear (northwest)

of this property. The Gilbert Gaskill House (MHC #14) & 13 Blacksone Stret, built cal850, dhaesthe
same shadowy overhanging roof and three-bay facade fenestration, but retains the massing and Classcd

(continued)
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features of the late Gresk Revivd tage (PHOTO 33). A smilar house built about the same time behind
Maple Strest gpparently wes associated with the large Whedock boot factory that occupied the southwest
comer of Maple and Main dreats. The busness was later owned by the George family. The dwelling
assodaed with it hes become known as the Nathan R. George House (PHOTO 34). It dso incorporates the
Itdianate taste into the boxy farmhouse form of the previous century. A large house facing the church a 28
Maple Street (MHC #103) displays a bracketed cornice typica of the period; this may be an example of
updating an older house to the current fashion. It is notable here is that the house was occupied by Dennis
Eames another of Mendon's successful boot factory owners.

Mendon Center's boot- and shoemeking era was short-lived, and during the last half of the 19" century there
was little economic activity there. The town retreated beck into being the quiet farming community it hed
been inthe previous century, except the village was a much different place. The dormancy of this period is
indicated in the historic district in that there are virtually no buildingsthere that were built between 1860
and 1900. One notable exception is the shingled Union Chegpd (MHC #380) that was built in 1896 a 18
Main Street, adjacent to the town hal (PHOTO 32). This building became the home of the Taft Public
Library in 1920. The quiet period afforded time for community reflection. A historical society was former,
and various monuments were erected about the town to commemorate historic Stes and recognize war
casudties Mendon's old ridge farms continued to be productive while many of the hardscrabble farms
dsawhere in it and neighboring towns were ebandoned and began to retum to forest. The venerable farms
and their bucolic setting attracted summer boarders seeking respite from the industrialized towns nearby.
Mendon became the region's country place, and the center apost-card New England village.

During the trolley era, new dwellings begen gopearing in the center as well as farther out dong North
Avenue, dose to the line. There ae five Four-Square houses in the historic district, and a number of
cotteges designed in the Craftsman style that were introduced into the 19"-century fabric of the center
between 1905 and 1925. The Four-Square house & 25 Hadings Strest (MHC #65) is the modt intact
example of this group (PHOTO 35). A Craftaman Bungdow a 5 Milford Road (MHC #109) is dso
notable (PHOTO 36). The most daborate building erected in the historic district during this period is the
Queen Anne style Albert W. Gaskill House (MHC #175) & 17 Providence & built incall906 (PHOTO 37).
With his ancestors early 19™-century center-chimney homesteed aoross the road, Gaskill's house
dramatically reflectsthe change inlifestyle brought to Mendon and innumerable mral communitieswith the
20" century.

Novel 20™-century suburban types found rare occurrence inthe center. A Dutch Colonia-style house and a
Tudor-style house (MHC #34) were built on Maple Street on lots partitioned from the old Hayward mansion
a thetop of the road (PHOTO 38). Another Tudor-reviva style housewas built on Emerson Street (MHC

(continued)
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#32), perhgps subdivided from the same property. In 1904, the town voted to build anew school toimprove
the high school that was still operating in the town hall and consolidate students from the town's one-room
schoolhouses in one modem facility. Milford architect Robert Allen Cook desgned the Centrd School
(MHC #130) that was built on North Avenue. In 1938, it was enlarged with a brick-faced addition to the
front with support from the Federd Works Progress Administration. Thisdistinctive building, with its 1964
addition will be demolished for the construction of a more modem facility (PHOTO 39). A town garage
wes built behind the town hall incal940; it hes been recently renovated into apolice station. On the dte of
the blacksmith shop south of thetown hall now gandsthe fire station (MHC #243), dso built in the 1940s

A dozen cgpes were built between 1940 and 1960 on just about every dreet in the center. They are scattered
and represent the growth of the town as a bedroom community (PHOTO 40). These small, modest homes
reflect the middle-class gatus of the people moving into the community. Three identical cottages were built
on the northem edge of the center on Washington Street a5 a rare indance of planned affordable housing
(PHOTO 41). Sometime during this period, a ges station was built on the southesst corner of Main Strest
and Milford Road. The increesed significance of the automobile in this period is documented by the
improvement of the Hastings Street - Milford Road axis and its designation as part of a date highway. It
weas gppropriate that the ges station was located on the Ste of Amidon's Tavern, which was the landmark a
this intersection, the origina center of Mendon, two hundred years earlier. About fifteen houses have been
added to the center snce 1970, again scattered around and mixed into fabric of the historic district. While
they are not concentrated in any given place, they are evident enough to reflect the changing economic and
socid character of the village as the quiet rural town adopted suburban qudities in the late 20" century.
They dso signify the reviva of the vitality Mendon had experienced inthe 19™ century. A relatively new
and intmsive small strip mall hes been built on what was previoudy open goece on Hastings Street behind
(north) of the church (PHOTO 42). The scae, Ste plan and architecturd character of this property comprise
the one inconsstent dement in the historic district.

Open goace continues to be significant in the definition of the landscape of the historic district. In the built-
up core of the center, the Second Unitarian Church is Sted within a smal green areasufficient to gopreciate
its extraordinary scade. The gte of the first three megtinghouses is presarved as open goece and effectively
denaotes the original town center. In addition, a all three intersections around the triangular core of the
village, there are idands with monuments marking the bounds of the center. There are three cameteriesin
the district, each representing the early history of the community. The town cemetery (MHC #802) a the
intersection of Main, Providence and George dreets is a highly visible historic landmark a the southern
gaeway of the center. The rura setting of the village is dramatically evident as one gpproaches the center
from the eest on Milford Road. Traveling first down into the hollow formed by the Muddy Brook and then
up to the ridge where the village is Sited, historic farm land dretches out on the north and south Sdesof the

(continued)
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road. This transition from farm to village Soece is equdly evident gpproaching the center dong the ridge
from the north on North Avenue. From the south (Providence Street), there are views eedt into farmland that
remans intact dong the Muddy Brook as one goproaches George Street (PHOTO 43). The area on the
plateau west of the village hes been heavily developed in recent years 0 that the transition experienced there
is not 0 much rura to village landscgpe as it is moving from unplanned sprawl into a consolidated, historic
19"-century community.

The Mendon Center Historic District represents over three hundred years of growth and devdopment of a
New England farm community. Each dage of its long history is evinced in the buildings and landscgpe
comprising the district. Whilethe physica remains of the 17"-century town center are scant, the setting on
the eestem ridge of the Worcester Plateau, the dreet plan, the monuments to early buildings, and the
continued exigtence of peripherd farmland are subtle but significant landmarks of this antiquity. The 18"
and 19" centuries are well represented in historic resources that document the history of the village reeched
its heyday in the 1840s period. From there, the dow evolution of a bypassad mral town through the next
century and a half is evident, but the more compelling vision of Mendon Center is how effectively the
quaities of the quintessentid B*' century New England town have been preserved, both through isolation
from the maingream of progress and conscious community desre. Throughout the 20" century, Mendon
hes been a mral destination for people living in neighboring urban arees for recregtion and retreet. It
continuesto fulfill those expectations and hes become historic as aresult.

Archaeological Description

While no ancient Native American stes have been identified in the Mendon Center Historic District, Stesmay
be present. Six Stes have been identified in the generd area (within one mile), many located on upland terraces
bordering sreemsand brooks. Environmentd characteristics (dope, soil drainege, proximity to wetlands)
indicate ahigh potentid for the presence of ancient Stesin many aress of the district. The generd areaiis
Stuated on the southeestern edge of the Worcester Plateau in atrangition zone between the coagtd lowlands and
the Centrd Massachusettsuplands. While doping land surfaces characterize much of the district, well-drained,
level to moderately doping terraces, knollsand other landforms are dso present, frequently located within 1,000
feet of Muddy Brook, Willow Brook, and Long Meadow. Each of the above wetlands are part of the Mill River
drainage, atributary of the Blackstone River. The Charles River drainage is dso located gpproximately one
mile eedt of the digtrict. Given the above information, the size of the district (gpproximately 400 acres), and the
availability of open goaoe, ahigh potential exigts for locating ancient Native American Stesinthe district.
Known stes, documented regiona settlement patterns, and environmenta characteristicsindicate potentia dtes
may be characterized by smdler, short-term specid purpose-type Stes.

(continued)
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A high potential aso exigts for locating historic archaeologica dtesin the district.  Mendon wes sditled ca
1663 with the first housd ots goread aong what is now Providence and Main Stregtsand North Avenue. By
1674, 34 familieswere living in Mendon, digpersed around amestinghouse and tavern located a the
intersection of Main and Hasting Streets. All buildingsin Mendon were burned during King Philip's War in
1675. The Mendon settlement was rebuilt in essentidly the same pattem and areaafter hostilitieswith Native
Americans ended. Structura evidence of homesteeds, ingtitutional, and commercia buildings may survive in
the Mendon Center Historic District. Each of the building categories described above may include evidence of
bams, outbuildings, and occupationa-rdated feetures (trash pits, privies, wells). Little above-ground evidence
aurvives from the district's pre-1800 Colonia landscgpe Only the Old Mendon Cemetery (1702), the Gaskill
Cemaeay (ca 1750), Amidon Tavem (ca 1745), and Méellen House (ca 1775) survive from this period. Many
Stesdating from the 1663 - 1800 period should exist inthe district, however, their locations are presently
unknown. Structura evidence of the town's first church (ca 1663) and two subssquent churches (ca. 1680, ca
1685), may survive & the origina town center located a the southwesterly corner of Main and Hasting Streets.
Archaeologica evidence of the town's first tavern (ca 1674), operated by John Thompson, S., may a0 exist
west of the church on what is now Hagtings Street. Structurd evidence may exist from a second mestinghouse
(1729) built by the Society of Friends on George Street near the existing Quaker Caemetery.  Other important
amcturesthat may survive as archaeologicd resourcesin the early town center include a parsonege a the
medtinghouse Site, anoon house, socks, and pound. 1n 1730, the megtinghouse moved to anew Ste with
constmction of the Fourth Meetinghouse (1730-38) a the intersection of Main and Blackstone Streets.
Stmctura evidence from the Fourth Megtinghouse and its replacement, the Fifth Meetinghouse (1820) may
survive & the church site, now avacant grassy lot a the Old Mendon Cemetery.  The location of Josgph White's
house | ot is one of the few whose location is known with any degree of certainty. Archaeologica evidence of
White's house may survive west of the First Medtinghouse site. Evidence of awell and sawpit may dso exist
on the Whitehousdot ste. Evidence of an 18" century house may survive a the comer of Haglings Street and
North Avenue where Webger H. Comstock replaced an earlier house with the existing residence about 1850.
Other potentially important 18" century stesin the district may include a schoolhouse (1747) originally located
on Gaskill Street and ablacksmith shop, possibly located a the intersection of Main and Maple Streets.

Potentia gte typesin Mendon Center during the 19" century were influenced by the aredls growth froman
agricultural besad settlement to a commercid/industrial community through the 1840s. After that date, the
economy of thetown reverted to itsrura agricultural beginnings. Potentid dtesthat may exist in thedistrict
fromthe 19" century period include boot and shoe manufactories ranging from small shopsto larger factories,
commerciad shopsand resdential homes. Potentid boot and shoe manufacturing shopsand commercid
edablishments were known to exist in the district dthough none survivetoday. The Comstock boot and shoe
factory wes located to the rear of the Comsock house on the northwesterly corner of Hagtings Street and North

(continued)
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Avenue. The Whedock boot factory was located on the southwest corner of Maple and Main Stregts
Structurd evidence from over 20 smdl boot and shoe shopsreported in the Center locde may dso survive in
the district. Archaeologicd evidence from commercid shops should dso exigt in the district, dthough none
have been identified to date. Archaeological evidence reated to a seesona sawmill on Muddy Brook may o
exig in the district, however, this Ste a0 lacks documentation and its location is unknown. Stmctura
evidence from resdences may be present, however, this Ste type is dso poorly represented. The Albert W.
Gaskill House was standing in 1867, but no longer exigts today. Potentid 19" century residentid Stesmay
include evidence of single-family homesas well a boarding housssand smdler dwellingsrented to factory
workers.

Unmarked graves and fiinerary rdated artifacts may exist in the vicinity of the Old Mendon Cemetery and
Gaskill Cemetery.

(end)
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The Mendon Center Higtoric District is historically and architecturdly significant as an upland farm
community in eestem Massachusetts representing over three centuries of growth and deveopment. The
sgnificance of the district hes been esablished under National Regider CriteriaA and C. It contains 223
contributing properties and 48 non-contributing properties including 164 contributing buildings, 48 non-
contributing buildings, 47 contributing Stes, 10 contributing objects and 2 contributing structures. There ae
soores of gonewalls, goneyard feetures, and sone buildings componentsthat are not reflected inthe listing
of individually contributing features but that are, nonethdess significant dements of the historic district.

First settled in 1663 by proprietors from Braintree and Weymouth, Mendon retains rare rural festures that
evince the landscgpe conditions that atracted 17'-century farmers to the town. Sited on the eestern edge of
the Worcester Plateau, ebove afertile intervae watered by the Muddy Brook, the landscape was well suited
to farming practices of the period. The proprietors laid out their farm lots down the western dope of the
intervale and across the wetlands of the brook. Their houses and bams were digned dong the ridge with a
meetinghouse in their midst. This place denoted the town center from which farmswere goread as settlement
continued during the rest of the IV** century and into the next. A network of roeds linked them all back to
the meetinghouse a the center, but early in the 18th century new centers emerged leading to the separdion
of the towns of Uxbridge, Upton, and Bellingham. Milford and Blackstone were kept in the fold temporarily
by dividing the remaining town of Mendon into parishes, but eventudly they separated leaving Mendon
greatly reduced in 9ze and with the dubious distinction of the "mother of towns." Prior to Blackstone's
breekavay in 1845, Mendon enjoyed being the center of early industrial development dong the Blackstone
River. During this period it rivaled Worcester as the economic nexus of the county, and the center expanded
and was trandformed into a quintessentidl New England village. With the additions of a degant new
mestinghouse, an imposing town hall, and stylish mandons and commercid buildings, Mendon Center
thoroughly eclipsed its Colonia identity. With the exception of the old Amidon tavem, the moldering
remans of the fourth megtinghouse, and the town burying ground, little remained from the past. Even the
proprietors farms aong the ridge hed progoered and been renewed with updated houses, farm buildings and
agricultura practices Following this boom period, the center experienced a depresson and went into an
isolation that lasted for the next 100 years. Agriculture sustained the loca economy, bolstered by income
from summer boarders as Mendon became popular s arurd retreat for people from neighboring industrial
villages. When atrolley line connected the center with Milford, Hopedde and Uxbridge in 1901, not only
did the recredtionad economy improve, but dso people from these towns began moving to Mendon and
commuting to work. This trend was only enhanced when the trolley shut down and the automobile became
the principal mode of trangportation. The town as awhole hes grown dramaticaly snce World War |1, and

(continued)



NPS Form 10-900-a OMB Approval No. 1024-0018
(8-86)

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places

Continuation Sheet MENDON CENTER HISTORIC DISTRICT
Mendon, Worcester County, Massachusetts

Section number 8 Page 2

recent dwellings are now evident on mogst dregts in Mendon Center.  Yet the 19*-century village hes
remained remarkably intact in plan and gopearance

THE SEVENTEENTH CENTURY

Mendon was one of the first towns crested in Worcester County. On October 16,1660, the Generd Court
granted the Town of Braintree the privilege to establish a plantation eight miles square, and when a "full
number of persons, with an adle minister among them, should gppeer, they would assign them due bounds.™
Three years later, after thirteen proprietors from Braintree and ten from Weymouth, together with their
minister, were presented to the Court, a settlement was planted in an area known as Quinshepauge. A
urvey was mede, and on May 15, 1667, the town of Mendon was incorporated in the county of Middlesex.
Mendon was probably named for Mendham, Suffolk County, England. The original boundaries of the town
included all or portions of present towns of Uxbridge, Northbridge, Upton, Milford, Bellingham, Blackstone
and Millville; as areault of these partitions, the sSze of the town hes been reduced from 40,960 acresto
11,375 acres. Because of this, Mendon hes become known &s the "Mother of Towns." Neverthdess, the
town's original center remains within the bounds of Mendon. Its Ste was determined by the constmction of
the first medtinghouse there in 1669. The building was twenty-two fest square and was located on the
southwesterly comer of the intersection of present-day Hagtings and Main sredds

The proprietors distributed land in a manner congstent with the prevailing pattems in Massachusetts. The
town held title to the land. (The desd between the Nipmucks and Mosss Pane and Peter Brackett,
representing the proprietors, was conveyed to the sdectmen of Mendon for the use of the inhabitants on
December 12, 1670. Paine and Brackett purchased the eight-mile-square Quinshepauge plantation for 24
Pounds) Proprietors received grants of 150 acresfor eech 100 Pounds of persond estatevadlue. Inthefirst
divison, each grant was divided into a thirty-acre house lot parcd, five acres of swamp, ten acres of
meedow, and 105 aresin the "Great Lott" or common land”™ Thesefirst house lots were goreed out dong a
five-mile dretch of road extending from the Mill River northwest to the Upton town line, or what are
presently Providence and Main greets and North Avenue. In 1674, John Thompson S. was gppointed "for
to kegpe an Ordinary and publique Hous of Intertainment."" This building was erected west of the church
north what is now Hagtings Street where the Old Post Lane was once routed. By then there were about 34
families in the tovra resding on homesteads digpersed around the center.  The location of Josgph White's
house ot is one of the few whose location is specificaly known. 1t is cited in town records as west of the
medtinghouse Ste. He was sad to have had awell and a sawpit. His first house was burned in King
Philip's War, but he later rebuilt it. When he died in 1706, he was reputedly the wedthiest man in Mendon."*

(continued)
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Mendon wes the first settlement inthe Massachusatts Bay Colony to be attacked during King Philip's War.
Theraid, led by the Nipmuck leeder Matoonas, occurred on duly 14, 1675; Cotton Mather reported that four
or five were dain.» Matoonas lived & Quinggamond. He was subssquently captured, tried and executed.
The Generd Court declared Mendon a frontier town, and the inhabitants were forbidden to abandon the
sttlement. The sttlers fled, however, and the Nipmucks destroyed their homedeeds”™ Asthe war came to
a dose, familiesbegan retuming to Mendon, and the town govemment was reorganized in 1680. The
townspeople immediately rebuilt the meatinghouse on its former site. The new (second) mestinghouse was
to be "26 by 24 feet and 14 feet between the joints.” They aso built a parsonege "26 by 18 feet with a
Leantowe, 12 feet wide, a one end of the house.The Rev. Grindad Rawson, son of Colonial Secretary,

Edward Rawson, wes called to be Mendon's new minister. A dassmate of Cotton Mather, Rawson was
known throughout the Bay Colony as a leamed scholar. The Generd Court often consulted him on

theological questions. He remained inthe positionuntil his death in 1715 Josgph Dorr was ingtaled as
minister in 1715. He was the son of Rev. Edward and Elizabeth Dorr of Roxbury. Dorr graduated from

Harvard College in 1711 and married the daughter of his predecessor, the Rev. Grindal Rawson. He
discharged his ministerial duties in Mendon until his desth in 1768. Churchgoers living adigance fromthe
mestinghouse were granted the liberty "to build a place for their Relief upon the Sabbeth day between the
Mesting-House and the Town Pound."” This place became known as the noon house. 1t had a crude hearth,

and as the mestinghouse had no hest, the noon house provided a comfortableretreat during the med recess
Within afew years the meatinghouse was found to be too smal and it was voted to "Inlargeit ten feet up

drest and ten feet down drest™” This building was known as the Third Mestinghouse, and it functioned
until 1730 when the fourth church was built & anew location on Main Sredt, farther south and next to the
town burying ground taking form there.

Congtruction of the Fourth Meetinghouse was begun in 1730 after a prolonged controversy as to the most
eligible gte for itslocation. It was built "a the westerly end of the burying place.” The dimengons of the
building were to be fifty feet long, forty-fivefeet wide, twenty-four feet high, and it was to be "a sudded
house" Local higtories have enjoyed repesting the fact that the tovra provided "a barrel of Rhum™ for the
builders refreshment. Y et, the move was not without opposition. A year later, a vote was made a tovra
meseting "to s if they could find out who hath, by cutting, damnified the megting-house™*' The town
voted to build no pews in the medgtinghouse, as was done in previous cases perhgps to level dass
digtinctions in segting arangements  Seats, indead of pews, were to be condructed, and a committee was
formed to assgn the seats, placing the women on one sde and the men on the other. Because of the
dissgreaments over the building, the Fourth Mestinghouse was notfinisheduntil 1736. When that building
was abandoned after the construction of the Fifth Megtinghouse in 1820, it was used for the next twenty-five

(continued)
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yearsfor town meetings. 1t was sold inauction to Holland Albee for seventy-seven dollars. Albee reputedly
dismantled the building and sold the lumber for the congtruction of a least two houses on Elm Stredt,
dthough Elm Strest was not esteblished until 1853." The church Ste remans vacant & the Old Mendon
Cametery and remains prominently Sted & the southern gateway into the center. Mendon's first Quaker
meeting was organized nearby in 1729. The Society of Friends built amegtinghouse on what is now George
Street in the vicinity of Queker familieswho were settling there. It wes a Prepardtive Meeting for the
Monthly Meeting in Smithfield, Rhode Idand. In 1757, twenty-six Quaker familieswere listed &s living in
Mendon. Mesetings were held in Mendon until 1841. The building was dismantled in 1850 by Col. Isred
Plummer of Northbridge, and its timbers were ussd to build a depot on the Providence and Worcester
Railroad & Whitinsville. The Friends Burying Ground on George Street remains to mark the ste™”

The small creeks around Mendon Center were not well suited to industry. Initialy, grain and corn hed to be
hauled fifteen miles to the neerest mill in Medfield. This Stuation was the cause of recorded grievances
until 1675 when Benjamin Albee erected the town's first gristmill on the Mill River near the present
Hopedde town line. Thismill was bumed following the colonists evacuation during King Philip's War.
In 1682, Matthias Puffer built another gristmill onthe site. The sameyeear, Josah Chapin built asawmill on
the Muddy Brook, just north from the Old Post Road. Josgph Stevens wias the first of many blacksmithsin
the town. He added his busnessto the tovra center. Assessors were dected for the first time in 1694, and
the first pound and stockswere built, for restraining rule-bresking men or beedts, respectively. The principal
official town activity was fence viewing, indicating that crop arees and the number of livestock were
increesing. By 1703, there were seventy names on the Mendon tax list.  No evidence of the homes ad
farm buildings of these people have survived, dthough the open landscgpe around the Muddy Brook in the
eedely reachesof the historic district have beenin agricultural uses snce that time.

THE EIGHTEENTH CENTURY

The population of the tovra of Mendon continued to grow and expand out from the center in the early 18"
century. Soon periphera portions of the community began establishing churches and devel oping centers of
their own, which eventudly led to requestsfor separation. The prectice of defining communities around the
congregations of churches prompted the partitioning of many of the colony's early large plantations.
Churches quickly became over-populated and distant aress desired medtinghouses that were doser to their
homes A southeestem part of the Town of Mendon was severed to form a portion of Bellingham in 1719.
Uxbridge was incorporated from nearly half of the western part of the Mendonin 1727. Inthe north, Upton
sparated in 1735, In the meantime, the County of Worcester was incorporated in 1731 and annexed
Mendon into its midst. A part of Suffolk County snce 1671 (and Middlesex when it was first incorporated),
the town sdectmen objected strenuoudy but invain"* Peopleliving on the eest Sde of the Mill River

(continued)
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petitioned the Generd Court for town gatusin 1735, but it was denied following the defeat of the question
a town meeting. After sx years of their goplication being denied, the town agreed to creste an Eadt
Precinct. The Generd Court stipulated that a megtinghouse be congtructed suitable for public worship as
well as fortown mestings. A similar solution was reached when the South Precinct was formed in 1766.
The Eagt Precinct became the Town of Milford in 1780, and the South Precinct became the Town of
Blackstone in 1845. With thisfinal partition, the Town of Mendon was reduced to its present dimensions.”

The sdectmen were active in other municipa matters, and town reports in this era record numerous civic
improvements. The local road sysem was expanding linking the multiplying number of farms to the center.
The Main Street - North Avenue corridor was the principa route through the center, meeting up with the
Old Pogt Road, which was the route by which the first proprietors mede their way west to Mendon. Before
the end of the 17 century, aradid network of highways extended from the megtinghouse west to Uxbridge
(Hadtings Street), eedt to Milford (George Street) and Bellingham (Thayer Road), and south to Blackstone
(Blackstone Street) and Millville (Millville Road). Hagtings Street wes built four rods wide. 1n 1732, Main
Strest was reduced inwidth from ten to four rods with the surplus land sold to abutting property owners™~
In 1764, the Generd Court directed the towns teke an exact censusof "dwelling houses, families and people,
including as well as Indians civilized, Negroes and Mulattos." At that time 336 families comprised of 907
white maes, 922 whitefemdes, resded in 184 houses I1n addition, there were five Negro or Mulatto maes
and four Negro or Mulatto femaes. No Indians were counted, but a total of five French Neutras or
Arcadians were recorded.”

In 1709, the town voted to erect a schoolhouse and to install Deecon John Warfield of Dedham as
schoolmagter.  Apparently, Warfield hed been supplying sarvices in that posifion in his home snce 1674.
Hackett determined that Warfield's house was "very likely where the George Cametery now is.” But, a
town report from 1718 referred to a schoolhouse by Deacon Warfield's, "over the Mill River a the south
end of the town and about the greet river," which soundslike an entirely different location. The town voted
in 1747 "build new School house and to st it onye Training Field, adjoining ye road.” 1t was specified to
be twenty feet long, sixteen feet wide, and seven feet between joints. The cost of the schoolhouse wes to be
defrayed by the money received for the sele of land in reducing the width of the roads from ten to four rods
in width. Metcaf dated that the building had been located near where the bam of Albert W. Gaskill was
ganding in 1867, which would place it Somewhere on presant-day Gaskill Street. In 1751, a second school
was built near the metinghouse inthe Eagt Precinct. By 1759, deven schoadl digtricts had been cregted in
Mendon. The town voted in 1789 to sdll the old schoolhouse "for the mogt it will fetch.” Samud Thayer
bought it for fourteen Pounds. (Perhgpsit ended up serving as part of a dwelling or ashop.) The

(continued)
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schoolhouse that replaced it may have been the Didtrict 11 School located the westerly dde of Main Street
south of Maple Street pictured on Metcalfs 1831 mgp of Mendon.

As the 18" century came to a close, the Town of Mendon was completdly settled in a pattem of farms
Foreeding in all directions from the center. Population in the town, even with the loss of Milford, would
have been around 2,000 persons. However, the center itself was still relatively undeveloped, a leest by later
dandards. The Fourth Medtinghouse weas located adjacent to the town burying ground leaving only
Amidon's Tavem a the old town center. John Hill was reputedly operating a sscond innin Josgph White's
old housawes of the intersection on Hagtings Street. There were afew other buildingsinthe vicinity of the
new medtinghouse location. The Queker Meeting House was Stuated neerby on George Stret. The
schoolhouse and training field were located south of the medtinghouse, and, the blacksmith dhop that is
known to have been on the gte of the presantfirehouseon Main Siret wes likely in place a this time, but
otherwise there would have been little dse to define the shifted center other than the series of farmhouses
aong the ridge and facing the Main Strest-North Avenue axis. Mendon Center was not a nucleated
community; it was little more than the medtinghouse ste of a network of dispersed farms. This would all
change shortly after the tum of the century.

THE NINETEENTH CENTURY

In 1800, a portion of the Ninth (Hartford-to-Boston) Turnpike was cregted in Mendon following a route
aong the present roads of Hartford Avenue West, Uxbridge Strest, Maple Street, Main Street, George
Stret, Neck Hill Road, and Hartford Avenue Eat. By this time, the north-south route through the center
(Providence and Main dreets and North Avenue) had emerged as an important regiona highway linking
Providence and Worcester. The intersection of these two regiond routes & Main and Maple dredts
reinforced the earlier shift from the origina center a the Hadglings Street-Main Strest crossroads when the
town mede the controversid decison to erect the Fourth Medtinghouse & Main and Blacksone dredtsin
1730. The new road routing was part of a transformation that conveyed Mendon Center from its 18th-
century landscape of dispersed farms loosdly aranged around the medtinghouse to a modern commercid
village. Many rura towns in Massachusats were experiencing the same changes as loca farm and
commercid economies became pat of broader regiond networks. New dae and loca governments
provided the framework for this network and new trangportation routes, such as tumpikes and cands,
improved interregiona trade and communication. Mendon Center never developed into acentra place in its
region like Uxbridge or Milford did; however, it grew significantly in 9ze, dendity, and commercid
function. The early decadesof the 19" century were the yearswhere Mendon reeched its pesk in population,
its widest range of activifies, its greatest prosperity, and the fullest extent of architectura development. The
significanceof the historic district was established in this period, particularly snce whatever Colonid-era

(continued)
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buildings were left a this point were replaced.

Clearly, the mogt significant architectural development that occurred in Mendon Center during the Federd
Period was the congtruction of the Sscond Unitarian Church on Maple Street.  This was the first indance
where the parish funded the church, not the town as in all previous indances. Subscriptions were collected
rather than taxes levied. The church cost $6460 to build, which was satisfied by the subscriptions of forty-

threemembars The sdection of the Ste for the monumenta rectangular building with its Tuscan portico
and three-dage tower topped by a segple strongly reinforced the prominence of Maple Street as the main
thoroughfare. (The stegple was reproduced in 1936 after being destroyed by a lightning fire.) Designed by
Worcester-basad church architect Elias Carter, the white, dgpboarded church sgnded a certain prominence
for the town and postioned it with the other ambitious communities in the region that were emerging from
the mral quietude of the previous century. This was especidly dramatic in Mendon where a primitive
medtinghouse nearly a century old wes replaced with this impressve new landmark. At thistime, Mendon's
sn=e of importance was bolstered by the rapid development of a woolen industry in Blackstone and
Millville, two aress in the town where some of the earliet manufacturing enterprises in the commonwed th
were gppearing on the Blacksone River. Spirits were high as Mendon enjoyed the early fruits of the
industrial economy. For ashort time, the town rivaled Worcedter in this regard.

Samud Doggett was minister of the Fourth Mestinghouse in Mendon when the new church was built in

1820. He had shifted the orientation of theology there from the traditional Congregationa orientation to

Unitarian. Thus, the church was known as the Second Unitarian Church because the Fourth Meetinghouse
had been the place where the congregation first became Unitarian. (The new building is caled a church

rather than a meetinghouse because the parish owned it and town meetings were no longer held there, and it

wes dternatively caled the First Parish Church. Town medtings continued to be held & the Fourth

Mestinghouse until the present town hall was built in 1845.) The shift to Unitarianism did not pleesedll the
parishioners, and in 1828, dissenters organized the North Congregationa Church and in 1830, built a modest

but stylish church on Main Street. After a few years of struggle, the organization was abandoned, and the
church was sold for $650 to a Methodist Society, which hed been recently formed in town.”* The building is
still on its Ste and continues today, relatively intact, as a Baptist church. The Quaker Meeting on George
Street was still active inthis period and functioned until 1841. The building was removed shortly after. It is
unlikely that this was the original meetinghouse congmcted when the Society of Friends organized the
meeting in 1729. The Friends had experienced interna divisons as well, with Hicksite and Orthodox

Quakers separating in 1828, Rdigious diversification was anotable result of the growth and modernization

of old communities like Mendon in the 19* century.

(continued)
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The center grew significantly insze and gature. The early introduction of water-powered machinery for the
processng of wool and the weaving of fabric in the Blacksone Valley put the Mendon villages of
Blackstone and Millville on the map. Esk Pitts opened one of New England's earliest woolen millsin
Millville in 1814, opening a thriving industrial era in the region. Textile manufacturing enterprises
multiplied. Labor forces grew rapidly and financial investment, banking, and rea edate speculation brought
new persondities and venture capital into the town. Wel-established farms, some still occupied by their
founding families, progpered as improved trangportation, notably the Blackstone Cand (1828), opened up
new markets. A gradua shift was mede from the traditional farming practices of the 18" century, which
heavily favored beef production, to dairy and orchard products. Growing industrial village populations
relied on fresh milk, poultry and garden products, and cand mules and other work animas required
increesing amounts of hay. Mendon Center acquired the characteristics of anudeated New England village
in this period.

Large, lavish houseswere built dong Hagtings Street, which while a secondary dreet, was the town'slink to
neighboring Uxbridge and Milford. The Old Pog Lane esst of North Avenue was abandoned when the new
Milford Road was congtructed in 1803 connecting directly to Hasgtings Stret a the intersection with the
Main Street-North Avenue (Worcester and Providence Road) axis. Hagtings Strest was named much later in
memory of Seth Hastings, who was one of the principa players in the growth and economic development of
Mendon Center. Hadgtings established his connection to Mendon in 1796 when he married Chloe Davenport,
whose family was well established on aridge farm on North Avenue. He was native to Cambridge and wes
educated as a lawyer. The everts in his life leading up to his marriage ae very vague, and his first
documented action in Mendon occurred ten years later with the purchese of twelve acresof property on both
Sdesof the Uxbridge Road (Hastings Street) and west of Main Street. Thisland was part of Josgph White's
A_century edate Samud Thayer had bought this property from the White family in 1735, and it
presumably included the old White homesteed, orchards, and the legendary well associated with the origina
town center. Since Thayer's degth in 1761, atavem had been functioning with George Keith and then John
Hill as innkegpers. One account is that this building was moved to 26 Maple Streat when Seth Hagtings
built his new resdence inits place™™ Thisoccurred a about the same the time the new church was being
built, and Seth Hastings was aleeder inthat effort. What particularly distinguished the Hagtings house was
that it was goparently the first dwelling in the center to have been built of brick. Theloca higtories all dae
that Ananias Gifford of Uxbridge was the contractor. Hastingss farm was reputed to be a showplace.”

Sath Hastingss wife died in 1808 and Hagtings was left with two young sons and a daughter to raise. By
1825, he and his children were leedersin Mendon's growing economy. Like their father, Hastingsstwo

(continued)
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ons William Soden Hadtings and Chales Cotesworth Pinckney Hadtings were educated s lawyers.
William S Hadtings graduated from Harvard in 1817 and entered into practice with his father in asmal
brick office building that still survives & 13 Main Strest.  Like his father, he represented the town in the
U.S. Congress When he was gppointed Mendon's first posmagter in 1825, the law office doubled as the
town's pogt office. Charles CP. Hadtings partnered with his father in the cregtion of the Mendon Bank in
1825. Thisshort-lived enterprise was Mendon's first (and last) bank, and the only bank between Worcester
and Providence. A building smilar in design to the law office was erected & 3 Main Strest, adjacent to the
old medtinghouse Ste and oppodte the Amidon Tavern, to housethe fledgling busness. By thistime, Cdeb
Hayward, who was descended from one of Mendon's founding families, had married Seth Hastingss
daughter. Cdeb and his brother Ebenezer were ingtalled as officersin the bank. When Sgth Hadtings died
in 1832, the bank failed and his heirs role in the community was greetly diminished. Neverthdess,
Hadtings had a significant impact on the community, in terms of both its commercia and architectura
devdopment. The two office buildings are rare examples of this type to be found in a country town. Like
Hagtingss pretentious residence, they were built of brick. Cdeb and Ebenezer Hayward dso built degant
homes Cdeb Hayward's large, hipped-roof house is located a 38 Maple Strest & Hadlings Street; his
brother built an equdly distinctive resdence a 7 Hadings Strest across from Seth Hagtingss house,
evidently on land once in hispossesson.  These buildings, together with the new meetinghouse, sat ahighly
stylish gandard for the developing village.

In addition to these large houses, the canter filled out with the amdler dwellings of Mendon's growing
middle dass.  There were shop owners, craftsmen, tradesmen and professionds, such as one of the town's
more memorable individuals, John G. Metcalf He was Mendon's young physician who emearged atirdess
community leader, as well as an anaeur architect. (Metcdf is credited with the design of Slas Dudley's
Harrison Hall, now the Town Hall, in 1845.) In hisold age, he becamethe town's chronicler, compiling old
town reports into The Annds of Mendon (1880). He occupied a one-gtory, double-pile, center chimney
house & 3 Hagtings Street, the more common house form built in the period. The Rev. Samud Doggett, an
equdly colorful character and long-time pador of the Unitarian Church, occupied a smilar housea 7 North
Avenue. Both were built as early as 1815. The Enos Taft House, congtructed cal825 on a smdl farm
parcd on Washington Strest & the rurd edge of the center, is smilar to the earlier two and displays
restrained Classicd detailing popular a the time. However, its gable end is oriented to the road illustrating
the accommodation of emerging Neo-Classicd tegtesin the traditiona 18*-oatury houseform. This house
a0 is connected to its barn through a series of atached outbuildings, which was a significant innovation
and is prevaent on village and farm lots dike throughout the district. The fashion of the pronounced gable
orientation became increasingly formalized until it became one and the samewith the principal feSede of the
house. With this shift, the Roman and Gresk temple style found its grestest expresson. None assumed the

(continued)
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pretenson of monumental Classica porches- these were reserved for public buildings, such as the Second
Unitarian Church and the Town Hall; rather, they employed projecting comices aong the raking edge of the
front rooflinewith short retums supported by comer pilagters to convey the sanse of a pediment. These
housss varied in Sze from large two-story edifices, such as Charles P. Hastingss resdence & 61 Haglings
Stredt, to dorekegper and posmeder William H. Aldrich'sasmdl cottege a 15 Main Street. 1n addition to
illustrating the ubiquity of the Classica syle inthe early 19" century, the houses show the range of housing
options from the large fashionable homes of the town's diteto the affordable housing for the common man.

Mendon's plan is a significant representation of the New England village or town center as it deveoped in

the Federd Peariod™ The relocation of the medtinghouse dte in 1730 was an important moment in the
evolution of the plan, bringing the center doser to where other devdopments were occurring. (In addition to
the cemetery, the town's schoolhouse and training ground, a prototype "green,” still described as the
"common" on the 1831 Metcalf map, were located there, as well as anumber of dwellings and a blacksmith
shop.) Thisact of consolidation can be interpreted as an early indance of revising the function and image of
the center. However, as was the cage in hundreds of other New England towns, the final transformation of
Mendon Center into a New England village did not fully occur until 1820 when the forces of changing

trangportation routes, expanding economies, and town-building fervor combined to reegate the colonia idea
of the town center to antiquity. Seth Hadings and his assodates represented the new generation, the
newcomers, and the non-farm professonds that were the principal agents of change in New England. The
building of the new church was the community's sgnd to the surrounding country that Mendon hed

achieved this new datus Nearly al of thoseradica new buildings survive in Mendon Center, from the elite
mangons to the laborers cottages and from the stores and offices to the churches  And the expanded and
revised town center plan aso endures with its turnpike backbone intersecting with other regiona routes and

local farm connectors.  John Wamer Barber's 1838 woodcut view of the Mendon Center from the west, with

the church spire prominently visible from where the Uxbridge Road forksinto Maple and Hagtings dredts, is
still perceptible.  Wider road dimensons, agphdt paving materia, excessve sgnege and utility wiresall

intmde on the historic scene, and some new buildings have been introduced since the artist's visit, but the
plan with the church as afocal point is till evident if one pauses amid the pounding automobile and truck

traffic and bothers to teke a look.

In 1845, Silas Dudley built alarge, two-story meeting hall a this intersection named Harrison Hall after the

late presdent, William Henry Harrison, who hed died in officein 1841. Dr. John G. Metcaf is credited

with the design of the building. Shortly after the long, rectangular building with atwo-story Doric portico

was being built, the town voted to buy it and put it to the shared use of atown hall and school. The Fourth

Mestinghouse was over one hundred yearsold, and the town's school sysem had schoolhouses scattered in
(continued)
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eeven digricts. Both were innesd of modernization. With the acquisition of the new town hall/school, the
town center was unequivocaly st a the intersection of Maple and Main streets  During the deliberations
over the town hall, Mendon's sdectmen were dso grappling with the controversd issue of Blackstone's
sgparation from the town. Having rgected requedts for years Mendon's leeders finally rdented and the
Town of Blackstone (which & the time included Millville) was erected in 1845. Because of the tremendous
economic development in the industria villages dong the Blackstone River, the loss of Blackstone hed
repercussons more serious than earlier separations from mother Mendon.  The town's persond and red

edae vauations plummeted. Blackstone comprised nearly 60% of the town's red edtate vaue and over

70% of its persond etate. Pogtioned in the center of three prospering industria towns, Uxbridge, Milford,
and Blackstone, Mendon was reduced to a sscondary status among them where it remained until it became
fashionable to live in the country many, many yeerslater.

A certan economic and spiritual depresson besst the community.  The enthusaam  of industria
devdopment quickly abated and the lugter of financial suooess was soon dulled as Mendon's rapid
expandon and aggrandizement abmptly ceesed.  The egos of town leeders were bruised from years of
ressting the sscesson of Milford and Blackstone, and its futility. The suocess of these towns was lon®
resented and Mendon's self-identity went from one of winner to one of a losar. At the town's 200
anniversary celebration in 1869, nogtdgia wes till tinged with remorse. The Rev. Carlton A. Stieples
returned to his old parish and provided a stirring acoount of the early history of thetown. Ashe reached the
present, his tone turned melancholy.

Meatn ney nat have much to boegt of in the presat. The hard of the gpaller hes ban lad ypon her aggin ad
again, and e had been shorn of har once grand proportions. One hundred and fifty seven years ago the
legidative sheers clipped off agoodly breadth for the benefit of her eestern neighbor, Bellingham. Seventeen
years later they cut her through and through, to endow her fairest daughter, Uxbridge, with a princess portion.
The old lady gave her consent cheerfully, for e dearly loved the fair maid that sts by the bountiful Streams,
but she begtirred herself to savethe remnant of her tattered robe, and 0 fought desperately to keep her bouncing
but somewhat impertinent boy of Mill river from rending it again. But after nearly forty years of cuffs and
blows, the sturdy upgtart tore of f the veil through which she looked out upon the coming day! Her neighbors of
Northbridge and Upton, watching their opportunity, stole avay her bonnet and shawl. But still was the old lady
strong and rich and noble, with her greeat river wound dose about her feet, sudded with busy villages, still e
was secure, proud and dignified. But, dad in an evil day, the Philistines stole upon her, and, unkindest act of
al, cut off her waterfall! And now the old dame sts here on the hills, inage, poverty and londiness, proud of
her pagt, proud of her poverty. She hes mede hersdlf poor by enriching her children. Like the Spartan mother,
when asked for her jewels, pointing to the eest and wegt, the north and south, she says "behold them." To-day,
opening her ams, dhe cdls them back to nestle once more on the bosom whence they drew their lusty life; and
when, in future, they are tempted to meke light of her shorn and tattered robes, she asksthem to remember how
they cameto be in such condition, to honor, in her age, the mother that bore them.™

(continued)
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This pesssge conveys a sanse of the economic and cultural dasis that the town was experiencing and the
renewed isolation that was felt by the people, dbeit rather over-dramatized by one of itsleaeders.

If not athriving commercia center, Mendon was still aviable rura town. Inadditionto farming, there were
various loca entrepreneurs who capitalized on amdl-scae boot and shoe making in support of the much
larger leatherworking center in Milford, as well as recycling wage wool from the Blackstone mills. The
larger boot factories were located in Albeeville, onthe Mill River, but numerous small shops gopeared in the
center. This work continued for about thirty years between 1845 and 1875. The most noteble factories
were W.H. Comstock's shop located behind his family's ditinctive Itdianate resdence on the northwesterly
comer of Hagings Strest and North Avenue, and Julius A. Georges shop located on the southwesterly
corner of Main and Maple sreets, oppodte from Aldrich's Sore and the pogt office. George a0 boagted a
stylish Itdianate house located on a lane of f Maple Stret behind the factory. The house was more of a
farmhouse in form and wes Stuated on a smdl farm plot indde the block formed by Maple, Main,
Blackstone and Emerson dreets. Julius A. George was agrandson of Richard George, a Boston lawyer who
came to Mendon during its heyday and built a distinguished Federd manson on Main and George dreds
By one account, Georgée's factory employed "fifty hands," probably the sze of the Comstock booat factory,
and another account estimated that there was a cottage industry comprised of twenty or more smdl shops
Foreed about the center. Materids were obtained from Milford, which supported much larger factories, ad
finished work was returned there.  Reputedly, much of the work involved attaching soles to uppers using
wooden pegs  Women mede hats, as well as braided graw for hat factoriesinMilford. Someresdentswere
employed in Hopedde mills, while otherstraveled as far as Milford to work in shoe factories there™

This employment maintained the population level of the center and, together with the maingtay of farming,
sudaned amodest loca economy. Life went on, but little of it had an impact on the physica deve opment
of the community. There isasignificant ggp inthe architectura catalog of the center for the lagt half of the
19" century, and it coincides with this period when Mendon reverted to being an isolated rural frontier once
more. During this same period, esstern Massachusetts transformed from a rura landscgpe to an urban-
industrial one. Margina fertility of farmland combined with the Industrial Revolution to cregte a place
where manufacturing mills were erected everywhere, even on even margina waterways. Factory jobs were
plentiful for new immigrants and country refugeesalike. The farm economy weas no longer the dominant
factor in the livelihood of the commonwedth or the New England region. Industrid villages and cities grew
and progpered, even though thousands of workers lived in squdor and hed little job security. In away,
Mendon was saved from even greater disgppointments experienced in Blackstone, Uxbridge, and Milford, as
factories ran through repeeting boom and bust cydes that kept their communities in congtant turmoil.

(continued)
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Wenddl Williams said of Mendon a the end of the 19" century, 'l can't think of but one house erected in
the village during the twenty-five years of my resdence thae™v* People from other towns could hardly
point to housesin their communities that remained from that period.

As these neighboring towns evolved from small, traditional mral communities to industrial villages, they
transformed in ways that soon obliterated any connection to atangible past and a comfortable environment.
Suddenly, Mendon became thought of as an ungpoiled place where there was open goace, picturesque
landscape, fresh air, cool temperatures, and a quiet existence.  All the people who had rgected the country
for the promise of the city now regarded the country with nostalgia  They began retuming to Mendon Center
& ummer visitors, and the town deveoped renown as an unspoiled country place. The venerable farmsand
their bucolic setting atracted summe boarders sseking respite from the industridized towns nearby.
Mendon became the region's country place, ad the center a post-card New England village. Sah
Hagtingss old house became the Adams House, an innthat had begun servicing regiond traveers in the
1860s and became a popular dedtination for summer tourids later in the century. Sky Farm, an old
farmhouse on North Avenue, dose to the center, was converted to a guesthouse and became renowned as a
resort. There ae dories of the rich-and-famous from Boston and other Northeestem metropolises
frequenting the town's summer retregts, however, Mendon Center was most popular with those who found it
most accessble: the middle- and working-class resdents of its offspring towns.

Mendon's old ridge farms continued to be productive, both in cultivating crops and livestock as well as
aumme tourism, though many of the hardscrabble farms dsawhere in the town had been abtandoned and
were to gradudly retuming to forest. Though it gopeared to be datic, the community weas evolvingin its
own quiet, organic way. Improvements in agricultural practice and technology hed led to an improvement in
farm productivity and diversity. There wes still excdlent farmland in Mendon. Its principa productions
were hay, potatoes, corn, and rye. Numerous fruit trees had been planted in recent years, and many old
meadow bogs reclaimed for the cultivation of cranberries. Large quantities of milk were sold from the town,
principally to consumersin Milford.*And Mendon was rebuilding its reputation. In 1890, U.S. Senator
George F. Hoar used the town as an example to refute assartions that agriculture in Massachusetts was
declining. A correspondent to the Worcester Sov provided the following "facts" in support of the Senator's
defense of the farming commimity.

When we compare [Mendon's] condition twenty-five years ego with the present, we s that our advance, in
nearly every respect, except population, hes been as decided as that of any neighboring town. In 1865, the town
was heavily in debt and hed been for years, now we ae entirely out of debt, andfinanciallyinfinecondition.
At that time we had no high school; now we have aflourishing one, and all our schools and their furnishings

(continued)
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have been greatly improved. 1n 1865, we hed no publiclibrary. At present, we have alibrary of 2700 volumes,
a large proportion of which are vauable works. Formerly, very few of our young people went avay to the
higher ingtitutions of learning; now the statistics show that the number who go away isas great, perhaps grester,

in proportion to the population, than in any other town in Worcester County, and they have won their shere of
dudent honors, too...Mendon farmers are continually bettering their condition. The furnishings, if not their

homes, are much more luxuriousthan a any previous time, and many farms are improved. They now have
luxuries and comforts uncounted, not enjoyed twenty-five yeersago. Then there were scarcdy more than two or

three pianos in town; now there mugt be more than fifty. Thus it will seem that financialy, socidly and

educationaly the mother town and its inhabitants have advanced as redly as the noisier and richer towns and

villages occupying its ancient domain. The difference, if we condder the difference, in everything except

population and aggregate wedlth, some would claim, is in our favor. Comparing the vaue of the products of

Mendon farmsof 1890 with those of 1860 and 1870, it is believed that the hay crop hes steadily increased, and

the amount of milk and poultry products was never 0 large asnow.  In 1868, the assessors found 228 cows, this
year they find 512, and the enormous wagons daily carrying their milk to the railroad for use in Boston are
congtantly increasing in number. At the sametimethere isno visible diminution in the amount daily distributed

to surrounding towns. The falling off of our population does not necessaily indicate an abandonment of farms,
&s isthought by many. From 1845, when the lagt division of the town was meade, until 1878, the population of
the town was about 1200. About that time, the large boot shops which had bean running here were cdosed, ad
this chiefly accounts for subsequent decreesein population."”

THE TWENTIETH CENTURY

The 20* century opened with progpects for the center's economy substantialy improved. The town hed
daked itsfutureon being arura retregt for both tourists and new resdents. Asearly as 1890, local booders
were pressing town leedersto investigate the possibility of extending trolley linesin Milford to Mendon.

[Mendon] would offer as grest inducaments as a place of resdence a any town in Worcester County. Our
tenements would be occupied in avery short time, and a number of new buildings would soon be erected. The
vaue of property would be increesed fully 50 per cent.  When the inhabitants of Mendon are adle to go to
Milford a insignificant expenss, they will have practically the advantages to be derived fi-omliving in alarge
buginess town, and in the country too. The town with its wonderful natura beeuty, its gregt elevation, its cool
and hedlthy amosphere, and its beautifiil lake, would soon be an noted summer resort, and numbers of vauable
and wedlthy citizens whose places of business are dsewhere would reside in the town.

On December 20, 1901, the Milford and Uxbridge Trolley Line opened, following a route that was
congtmcted through Mendon. A cut had been mede through the eedtern ridge separating Hopedde ad
Mendon and tracks emerged on North Avenue a short distance eadt from the site of the Old Post Lane. From
there, the line ran down the west 9de of North Avenue, acrass the intersection with Milford Road and dong
Main Street to Maple Street. At the center, the line turned west onto Maple Street and out to the Uxbridge

(continued)
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Road where it continued past Nipmuck Laketo its western terminus. According to the newspaper, peoplein

Mendon werejubilant. Houses dong the route were festively decorated for the inaugurd trip. The headline
announced that there was "enthusasm everywhere.The trolley company built a park on Nipmuck Lake
and Mendon became even more of a recregtiond town for working familiesliving in surrounding towns.

The trolley dso mede it possible for people to live in rural Mendon and work in one of the neighboring

urban towns. When the Mendon superintendent of schools mede his report to the town meeting on the
planning for a new school building on North Avenue in 1901, he dated that an attractive school would

cornvey the town's amenities to travelers on the trolley and induce some of them to move there” In 1903, a
new school was completed to correct the dank, crowded conditions of basemeant dassooms inthe town hall

and to consolidate students from the town's remaining one-room schoolhouses in one modern facility.

Milford architect Robert Allen Cook desgned the Center School. Mendon hed cadt itself inthe role of a
kind of garden suburb to neighboring towns. |f the red edate market is any indication, with little new
constmction evident in the center from the period, there does not gopear to have been the expected

population and economic booms. Neverthdess, the town's image and self-confidence hed improved.

The 1920 U.S. Censusrecorded 961 people living in Mendon. By comparison, there were 13471 peoplein
Milford, 5384 in Uxbridge, and 4,299 in Blacksone. Millville had incorporated in 1916 and contained
2,224 people. Mendon wes still asmall, relatively gatic place. The vaue of Mendon's red ettate in 1923
was $904,420, which ranked it fifteenth among the sixty-one municipalitiesin Worcester County. For the
vaue of persond edtates the town ranked even lower. Its $138,080 assessmantt was the third lowest inthe
county. The Great Depresson had one mgor physica impact on the center.  1n 1938, the Center School
was enlarged with a brick-faced addition to the front with support from the Federd Works Progress
Adminigtration. The federal government paid for sixty percent of the cods of construction, and Mendon
obtained avisible landmark of the era desgned in the characteristic Georgian Reviva syle of the WPA.

In the great house-building frenzy that followed the Second World War, Mendon's housng sock was
noticeably expanded, athough not in any planned or sysematic manner. Cgpe Cod-gtyle dwellingsfrom
that era gopeear onjust about every dret in the center but mede a smdl dent inthe 19"-century fabric there.
Gregter development occurred in the rural portions of the town and represents the continued, gradud growth
of Mendon as abedroom community. It hes been likewise in the lagt quarter of the 20" century. The greater
town has experienced a grester impact from the sprawling Boston metropolis. Many of the historic farms
surrounding the center have been the targets of dense housing subdivisons. Ironicaly, the historic farms
Stuated in about the center have meade the best Stes for housing. Thus, the center is becoming hemmed in
with suburban housing while much of the hardscrabble parts of the town remain less intensively devel oped.
Surviving farmsin the center face the congant threet of development, which would have an adverse effect
(continued)
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on the historic rura setting for the center. The built-up pat of the center hes weathered this housing
explosion of the lale 20" century quite well and remains remarkably intact to its 19"-catury fabric. The
automobile hes had its inevitable impact with roads and traffic threatening to overwhelm the historic
character and rurd quiet of the community. A relatively new and intrusive smal strip mall hes been built on
what was previoudy open goece on Hadings Street behind (north) of the church. The scae, ste plan and
architectural character of this property ae the one inconastent dement in the historic district. Still, Mendon
Center has emearged from the 20' century with its relics and monuments to its Colonia padt, itsdistinctive
Federd Period buildings and plan, and the improvements and scars of the ensuing 150 years of maturation
well in place.

Archaeological Significance

Snce paterns of ancient Native American settlement in Mendon ae poorly understood, any surviving Sites
could be significant. Native Stes in this area may contain important informationthat helps undergand the
relationships and variaions between subsgence and settlement pattems beassd in the uplands and those
concentrated in the coadd lowlands. The Mendon Center Historic District, while located in the southeestern
part of the Worcester Plateau inthe Centrd Massachusatts uplands, aso occupies alocation a the heedwaters of
two important regiond coadd dranages. The district lies within the Mill River drainege that converges with
the Blackstone River and flows southerly to Narragansett Bay. The Charles River drainege is dso located one
mile eedt of the digtrict and drains northesgterly to Boston Harbor. Ancient Sites in the district may contribute
important information that indicates the extent to which Native Americans in the Centrd Massachusetts uplands
adopted unique or specidized upland drategies in their exploitation of plant, animal, and minerd resources
which varied from the exploitation of smilar resources in coadd locaes. Ancient Stes may dso contribute
information that indicates the extent to which socid, technological, and exchange patterns on the Worcester
Paeau were affected by reationships with different socio/political groups in the Boston Harbor ad

Narragansett Bay regions.

Historic archaeologica resources described above have the potentiad to contribute detailed information on the

transformation of Mendon Center from a 17/Y18" century landscgpe of dispersed farms around a centrd

meetinghouse to a thriving but short-lived commercid center in the 1840s  Additional documentary resserch

combined with archaeologica resserch may contribute socid, cultura and economic information that hdps

explain the causd factors and products of this transformation and their effects on the development of the Center.

Historical and archaeologicd reseerch may help locate residentid, institutional, and commercia components of
(continued)
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the district's 17" and B century landscgpe. Detailed mapping of structural evidence from mestinghouse gtes,
tavems, and homesteads may help define the regiond pattern of digpersed farmdeads and the reationship of

farms to the medtinghouse center and industrial dtes dong the Mill River. Mestinghouse dtes were afoca

point of the community for over 150 yeas Any information that survives relating to their location,
architectural, and consgtmction details and activities may be important to the history and evolution of the
community. Similar information related to the Quaker Medtinghouse can a0 be important by contributing
information on the Society of Friends in Mendon and their relationship to the overall Congregationa society.

Archaeological research that indudes intra-site mapping of farms and the identification of bans and other

outbuildings may dso help define the layout of early famgeads and how these pattems may have changed
locally and regionaly with the arrival of stlers from different regions and ethnic groups. Archaeologica

resserch may dso contribute important information relating to the architectura characterigtics of early homes,

ingtitutional, and commercid buildings in the district. No 17 century buildings in the district survive and,

adde from two cemeteries, only two 18" century buildings ae reported. Most of Mendon Center's current
gopearance results from its deveopment in the first half of the 19" century.

Most 19" century houses inthe district may survive. The current lack of specific examples for archaeologica

gtes from this period may result more from underreporting than for the survival rate of sructures. Historical

and archaeologica informafion assodated with extant 19" century houses and archaeologicd Stesin the district
may contribute important information relating to the architectura features of specific buildings, including

changes that have occurred through time. Information obtained from individua houses and Structures may

contribute evidence of the district's booming economy in the early 19" century followed by economic ad

spiritual depression after the mid 19" century.

Archaeologica evidence from outbuildings and industrial/manufacturing related sructures may represent the
most common and important group of archaeologicd resources in the district. Boot and shoe manufacture and
ancilliary activities are reponsble for Mendon Center's growth as a commercid center through the 1840s and
to a lesser extent until ca 1875. No buildings survive in the district related to boot and shoe-manufacturing
activities. Documentary research combined with archaeologica testing may locate evidence of as many as 20
smal shopsthat comprised aboot and shoemaking cottage industry inthe Center locale. Structura evidence of
these shops may exist on house lots with extant buildings or as separate archaeologicd dtes. Historical ad
archaeologica research a these dtes may hdp definetheir architectura characteristics and relationship to shoe
dhopsidentified dsawhere in Massachusatts and known es "ten footers.” Archaeological evidence from cottage
industry-type shoe shops may dso hdp define their evolution and potentialy their beginnings in the 18"
century. Historical and archaeologica evidence from the larger Wheder and Comstock boot and shoe factories
(continued)
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may a0 contribute important information that indicates their evolutionary role from the growth of aloca
cottage industry and production and technologica dhangesthat developed as areault of that evolution. Smdler
boot and shoe industries and larger factories may aso contribute important information on the role of workersin
different levels of dhoe manufacture and how increesed workers in the district may have contributed to the
changing architectural and socid landscape of the area

Detailed andyss of the contents from occupafiona-related features (trash pits, privies, wells) may dso
contribute important information related to resdentia, ingtitutional, ard commercia/industria Stes and
dructures in the district. Archaeological dtes and vecant portions of house lots surrounding extant buildings
can be a vauable source for these types of subsurface features. Tragh pits, privies, and wells are common
festureson residentia, institutional, and commercid/industria Stes and Sructures deting from the 17" through
ealy 9% century. While each type of feature may continue in use into the 20" century, trash pits or depogts
become increasingly more common, especidly a rura residentia and commercid/indudtria dtes. 1n Mendon
Center, occupational related features assodated with 17 and 18" century dtes may contribute detailed
information on the socid, cultural, and economic characteridics of the individuals and familiesthat occupied
fams or frequented taverns. Important detals relating to agricultura activities may aso be obtained.
Information from occupationd-related features may aso contribute informationthat represents the district's
booming economy in the early to mid 19" century then economic decline afterwards. Detailed andlyss of the
contents from occupational related features may contribute further documentation of the production
characteristics and technologies used in amdler dhoe shops ad larger factory operations.  Information from
occupationd related features may aso hdp identify renta smctures and homeswhere boarders resided.

The contents from unmarked graves and other funerary rdated artifacts a the Gaskill and Old Mendon Center

Cemaeay may aso contribute important information relating to the socia, economic, and cultural characteristics
of the Mendon Center community. The same acheeologicd resources may adso contribute important

information relating to the boundaries and intema configuration of graves in the cematery. Inscriptions ad

other physicad characteridics of gravestones recovered from archaeologicd contexts and extant in buria

grounds can contribute informationrelating to hedth, religion, ethnicity and economic satus of groups ad

individuals in the community. Archaeological testing can dso be used to verify the associaion  between

gravesones and burias Snce gdonesare often redigned or re-set without knowing exactly where grave shefts ae
located. The location of unmarked graves can dso help more accuratdy define the boundaries of family arees
and the overdl cemetery. Ogeologicd sudies of unmarked and known buriads can contribute important

information on the heath of individuas and the community during different periods of its history including its
early settlement and during epidemics such as the late 18" century outbresks of dysentery and smallpox.

(continued)
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Unmarked graves may aso contribute information on the hedth and trestment of less fortunate members of the
community including unknown persons, pauparsand other indigent persons.

(end)
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Verbal Boundary Description

The higtoric district originates in the town center at the intersection of Main and Maple streets and emanates
adong the axes of Man/North/Providence dreets, running NW and SE from the intersection, and Maple/
Hastings/Milford streets, running NE and SW from the intersection.

The boundary extends west to include the west Sde of Washington Street and the eest Sde of Emerson Street,
a well as afew housss on the north 9de of Hagings Strest west of Washington Street.  In this section, the
boundary is drawn to excdude late 20"-century commercid devdopment on Hadings drest and housing
devdopments west of Emearson Street. Surviving farmland flanking Washington Street is included, and the
boundary extends northerly aong this dregt to where more recent non-historic dwellings have been built.
This northerly boimdary extends eesward across North Avenue, where the district is demarcated againgt non-
historic devdopment. The eederly dde of the digtrict indudes extensve open farmland that was the
characteristic dement of this agriculturd community. Here, the boundary abuts residentia subdivisions built
within the last 50 years. The southem boundary was ddlineasted where the concentration and historic integrity
of the town center begins to disintegrate, south of the intersection of Providence and Gaskill sreets.

Sz higoric district boundary map for more particular details about this boundary.

Boundary Justification

The higtoric district boundaries were drawn to encomypass the historic resources a the core of the town center.
These resources include domestic, commercid, religious and public buildings within the center as well &
agricultura properties a its fringes that convey the significant role of farming in the creetion and devel opment
of the center. Therural setting of the center isintrinsic to Mendon's distinctive physical character and history.

(continued)
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The period of significance extends to 1952, and the boundary extends inall directions to the point where late
20'century development begins to characterize the landscgpe. In most cases the transition is clear; however,

on North Avenue and Providence Strest, where late 19" and early 20" century resources extend for a gregter

digance, the idea of a concentrated town "center” contributed to determining boundaries there. There ae
numerous historic buildings and farms outsde of the Mendon Center Historic District. These will be
evauated for the National Regider either individualy or, as inthe case of an intact grouping of farms farther
north on North Avenue, as a sgparae historic district.

(end)
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PHOTO LIST

Photographer: Neil Larson Dae 2002
Negatives a&: Mendon Historical Commisson

Photos 1-6 overszed 743 4x6"

Second Unitarian Church, Maple Strest
View eest on Maple Street

View esdt on Hastings Stregt

View south on Washington Strest
Nahum Gaskill farm. Providence Stregt
Cook-Gaskill Farm, George Strest

O WNE

7. Founders Park, Main/Hastings Stregt

8. View of Intervae, Main Stregt

9. Amidon's Tavem, 4 Main Sregt

10. Quaker Cemetery, 7 George Strest

11. Old Mendon Cemetery, 35 Main Strest

12. Thayer-Metcaf House, Congregationa Church, Main Stregt
13. Seth Hagtings House, 10 Hadtings Stret

14. Cdeb Haywood House, 38 Maple Street

15. Ebenezer Haywood House, 7 Hastings Street

16. Richard George House, 24 Main Street

17. Swan Homestead, Main Street

18. Enos Taft Homesteed and barn, 25 Washington Street
19. James Metcalf House, 3 Hadlings Strest

20. Rev. Smeon Doggett House, 7 North Ave.

21. Mendon Bank and Founders Park, Main Stregt

| 1See continuation sheet
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22. HadtingsLaw Office, 13 Main Strest

23. M. Gaskill House, 16 George Street

24. Craig-Brown House, 25 Main Strest

25. Hastings Street, south Sde

26. Washington Stredt, a Haglings Strest

27. William Aldrich House, 15 Main Strest

28. 11 Main Sirest

29. Smith-Williams House, 12 George Street

30. Sy Farm, 12 North Avenue

31. Maple Street, from Main Street, Aldrich Sore
32. Union Chapd/Taft Library, Town Hall, fire station. Main Stret
33. Gilbert Gaskill House, 13 Blackstone Street
34. dulius George House, Maple Street Extension
35. 10-12 Main Street

36. Milford Road eest of Main Street looking eedt
37. Albert Gaskill House, 17 Providence Strest
38. 32-34 Maple Street

39. Center School, North Avenue

40. 10 Gaskill Street

41. 24-28 Washington Street

42. Shopping center, Hastings Strest

43. Gaskill Strest

| | See continuation sheet



MENDON CENTER HISTORIC DISTRICT
Town of Mendon, Worcester County, Massachuseits

DISTRICT DATA LIST

Parcd
Number

12-108-3-0-R
12-108-5-0-R
12-108-7-0-R
12-108-8-0-R
12-108-10-0-R
no number

12-108-12-0-R

11-108-13-0-R

8-125-1-0-R
81254-0R

11-12550R
81256-0R
11-125-80R

11-126-8-0-R
11-126-10-0-R

MHC
No.

211

12

13

246

212

247

14

27

B

STREET
ADDRESS

3 Blacksone X
5 Blacksone &
7 Blacksone &
8 Blacksone &
10 Blackstone X
9 Blackstone &
12 Blacksone &

13 Blackstone X

1EmS
4EMY

5EmS&
6 Em3x
S8EIM3X

S8 Emason S
10 Emason S

HISTORIC NAME

(if known; otherwise building type)

House

Rawvson-Gasett House
Williams House
Building lot

House

st Apatments

House

Rawson-Gaskill Fam

Vecat Lad
SUmme Ballou House

Taft-Cook House
Taft-Brown House

House

Vecant land
Knight House

DESCRIPTION

(all buildings frame construction unless otherwise noted)

1-gory, gable roof; deteched shed

2-gtory, gable roof, sde ell; detached garage
1 -gory, geble roof, center chimney w/lean-to
vecant land

2-gory, geble roof; detached bam

Multiple 2-gtory, gable roof garden gpartment
blocks

2-gtory, gable roof

2-gory, geble roof, dde ell; milk house

Building lot
2-gory, front gable, atached garage

2-gory, gable roof; detached gerage
1A -gtory, gable roof
1-gory, gable roof

Building lot
1 '/2-gtory, gable roof, sde €ell; detached
gaage

DATE

cl940

na
1852-57

1852-57

cl970

na
1831-57

STYLE

Cepe
Federd

Federd
none
Colonid
Reviva
None

Colonid
Reviva
Itdianate

Gresk
Revivd
Gresk
Revivd
Federd
Ranch

Gresk
Reviva

Pece 1

RESOURCE
TYPE

Building
Outbuilding
Building
Outbuilding
Building
Ste
Building
Outbuilding
Buildings
)
Building

Building
Outbuilding

Ste
Building

Building
Outbuilding
Building
Building

Ste
Building
Outbuilding

STATUS
contributing or
non-contributing

(@]

§060 0O

§00



MENDON CENTER HISTORIC DISTRICT Pege 2
Town of Mendon, Worcester County, Massachusetts

DISTRICT DATA LIST

Parcd MHC STREET HISTORIC NAME DESCRIPTION DATE STYLE RESOURCE  STATUS
Number No. ADDRESS (if known; otherwise building type) (ail buildingsframeconstruction unless otherwise noted) TYPE contribut.igg o
non-contributing
11-126-12-0-0R 31 12EmaoonS House 2-gtory, front gable; detached stone garage Cl1920 Craftsaman Building C
Outbuilding C
11-126-14-0-R 14 Emerson & Veacat Land Building lot na none Ste C
11-126-16-0-R 32 16Ema=son 3 House 1-gory, cross-geble roof Cl1920 Tudor Building C
Reviva
11-126-18-0-R 214 18Emasn House 2-gory, gable roof C1920 Colonia Building NC
11-126-20-0-R 215 20 Emerson S House 1-gory, gable roof, dde €l C1940 Cegpe Building C
11-126-22-0R 3B 2 Emaan3 House 1 72-gory, front gable, reer el C180 Gresk Building C
Revivd
11-126-26-0-R 216 26 Emason S House 1 -gtory, geble roof; atached garage cl980 Ranch Building NC
12-132-100-R 217 10Gaskill & House 1-dory, aossgable roof; older sonewall a CI940 Cege Building C
road
12-132-11-0-R 11 Gaskill Vecant land land essociated with 9 George S na none Ste C
12-132-12-0-C 248 12Gaskill S Albert W. Gaskill Fam  Bam complex assodated with house a 16 1831-57 none Building C
Providence &; dso fam land Ste C
12-132-13-0-R 218 13 Gaskill X House 1-gory, gable roof atached garage Cl190 Ranch Building NC
12-132-150-R 219 1HBGakill & House 1-gory, gambre roof cl990 Colonid Building NC
12-133-300R 220 3 George S House 1-gory, gable roof, atached garage Cl190 Ranch Building NC
nonumber 801 [7] George S Quaker Medtinghouse property surrounded by stone wall; sone cl730- none Stes (2) C(2)
Ste & Camday monument noting megtinghouse site; c130
goproximately 27 extant gone markers
nonumbe 802 8GeogeS George Cametary property surrounded by stone wall; C1820- none Ste C
goproximately 42 gone markers present
12-13390R 34 9Geoge I Aldrich-Scott House | '2-gtory, gable roof atached garage; 1831-57 Gresk Building C

detached deble Reviva Outbuilding C



MENDON CENTER HISTORIC DISTRICT
Town of Mendon, Worcester County, Massachusetts

DISTRICT DATA LIST

Parcel
Number

12-133-10-0-R
12-133-12-0-R

9-133-14-0-C
12-133-15-0-R
12-133-16-0-R

12-133-17-0-R
12-133-18-0-R
12-133-19-0-R
12-133-20-0-R
12-133-22-0-R

12-133-24-0-R
9-133-28-0-R

12-133-30-0-R
12-133-32-0-R
12-133-33-0-R

9-133-34-0-R

no number

12-133-36-0-R
12-133-38-0-R

MHC
No.

221

910

36

222

223
37

224

911
39

912
913
914

40

804

915
916

STREET
ADDRESS

10 George &
12 George

14 George &
15 George &
16 George &

17 George &
18 George &
19 George &
20 George X
22 George &

24 George S
28 George S

30 George S
32 George S
33 George S
34 George S

[35] George

36 George S
38 George

HISTORIC NAME
(if known; otherwise building type)

House
Smith-Williams House

Vacant land
Vacant land
M. Gaskill House

House
House
House
Allen-Ellis House

House

Vacant land
A. Gaskill House

Vacant land
Vacant land
Vacant land
Cook-Gaskill House

Gaskill Cemetery

Vacant land
vacant land

DESCRIPTION
(al! buildings frame construction unless otherwise noted)

1-gtory, gable roof, side el

1 '/2-story, stone construction, front gable, rear
ell; detached garage

Wooded lot

Building lot

1 '/2-story, gable roof, side ell, attached bam

1-gtory, gable roof, attached garage
1-gtory, gable roof, attached garage
1 '/2-story, front gable; detached shed

1 '/2-story, gable roof, shed dormer; detached
shed; granitewalls
1 -story, gable roof; detached garage

part of farm lot; abuts stream

1 2 story, front gable, 2 side €ells, attached
garage; detached garage

part of fami lot

part of fami lot; abuts streeam and pond

part of farm lot; abuts stream

1 '/2-story, gable roof, rear ell; detached barn;
3 detached outbuildings; fields

property surrounded by stone wall;
approximately 45 stone markers
part of farm lot; abuts stream

part of farmlot

DATE

C1970
cl820

na
n/a
C1840

C1990
C1940
Cl910

C1820

C1980

n/a
C1840

n/a
na
na
C1830

C1750-
present
n/a
na

STYLE

Ranch
Federd

none
none
Greek
Revival
Ranch
Cape
Gothic
Revival
Greek
Revival
Ranch

none
Greek
Revival
none
none
none
Greek
Revival

none

none
none

Pege 3

RESOURCE
TYPE

Building
Building
Outbuilding
Site
Site
Building

Building
Building
Building
Outbuilding
Building
Outbuilding
Building
Outbuilding
Site
Building
Outbuilding
Site
Site
Site
Building
Outbldgs (4)
Site
Site

Site
Site

STATUS
contributing or
non-contributing

e z e
& 00008

Eong&oonoooo

CORTO0O0 O

(oXe@]

~



MENDON CENTER HISTORIC DISTRICT
Town of Mendon, Worcester County, M assachustts

Page 4

DISTRICT DATA LIST

Parcd MHC STREET HISTORIC NAME DESCRIPTION DATE STYLE RESOURCE  STATUS
Nurmber No. ADDRESS (if known; otherwise bilding type) (al buildingsframeconstruction unless otherwise noted) TYPE n?nmé!?.if.'ﬁi ior:g
8142-1-0-R 5 1Hadings W. H. Comgtock House  2-gtory, hipped roof, reer €ll; boot factory ste C1850 Itdianate Building C
Site C
8142-3:0-R 55 3 Hadings S Dr. John G. Metcalf 1-gtory, geble roof, center chimney, reer ell cl 83l Federd Building C
House
8-142-4-0-R 56 4 Hadings S Cook-Holbrook House  1-gtory, front gable, shed donner 183157 Gresk Building C
Revival
8-142-50-R 5 Hadings S Vecant land Building lot; part of 7 Hagtings S. na none Site C
8142-60-R 5/ 6Hadings S Mrs. Charles CP. 2-gory, front geble, Sde ell, atached deble C1340 Gresk Building C
Hadtings House Revival
8142-7-0-R 58 7 Hadings S Ebenezer Haywood 2-gtory, hipped roof, reer ell; detached bams cl820 Federd Building C
House Outbldgs (2) C(2)
8142-80-R 59 8HadingsS Holland Albee Bakery  2-story, gable roof, atached conservatory; C1845 Gresk Building C
Workers House detached bam Reviva Outbuilding C
8-142-9-0-R 9 Hadings & Vecant Land Building lot; part of 7 Hagtings . na none Site C
8142-1000R 60 10HadingsS Seth Hadtings 2-gtory, gable roof, reex ell cl820 Federd Building C
Housy/Adams Hotel
8142-11-0-R 249 11 Hadings & Garden center 1 -story commercid building; large pond Cl1900 none Building C
adjacent
11-142-14-0-R 227 14 Hesings & Shopping center & 1-gory, gebleroof sfringof shops& offices;,  ¢l970 none Building NC
restaurant 2-gory, flat roof resteurant Building NC
11-142-150-R 61 15Hadings & Water T. Metcalf 1 '/2-gtory, gable roof, center chimney, rear ell; C1830 Gresk Building C
House detached garage Revival Outbuilding C
11-142-15-1-R 151 Hadings S Vecant land Lot in SNV comer of #15 HadingsS na none Ste C
11-142-17-0-R 62 17 Hadings S South Parish Unitarian ~ 2-gtory, front geble roof, Sde ell; detached 184057 Grek Building C
Church Parsonege bam Reviva Outbuilding C
11-142-18-0-R 250 18 Hadings S House 1 '/2-gory, gableroof, reer ell, fullfrontporch, C183| Federd Building C

front dormer



MENDON CENTER HISTORIC DISTRICT

Town of Mendon, Worcester County, Massachusits

DISTRICT DATA LIST

Parcd
Number

11-142-19-0R
11-142-21-0R

11-142-23-0R

11-142-250R

11-142-27-0-R
11-142-29-0-R

11-142-31-0-R

11-142-33-0-R

no number

no number

no number

8174-4-0-R

8174-50R

MHC
No.

2

N

STREET
ADDRESS

19 Hadings S
21 Hedings &

23 Hadings &
25 Hadings &

27 Hadings &
29 Hadings &

31 Hadings &

B Hadings S

Main & ad
Milford Rd
1Man&

3Man&3
4ManS

5Man&

HISTORIC NAME

(if known; otherwise building type)

Vecat land
House

Cook-Adams House

House

Vecant land

Wood Homesteed
CA. Stgples House

Cook-Darling House

Memoria water frough

andidand

Founder's Pak

Mendon Bank/Mendon
Historical Museum
Ammidon Tavem

Goss-Childs House
Boyden's Hamess Shop

DESCRIPTION

(all buildingsf rameconstruction unless otherwise noted)

lot essodated with 17 Hadtings S

2-gtory, hipped roof, front dormer; detached
brick office and concrete block garege

1 /2-gory, front geble roof, shed dormers,
atached rear el and bam

2-gory, hipped roof, shingle siding, full front

porch, dormers
lot essodated with 25 Hadings St
1-gory front gable roof, reer ell; detached

gaage
2-gory, gable roof

1 /2-gory, geble roof, reer €l

Round marble trough, partidly interred in
smdl triangular idand

open park area planted with grassand trees,
Medtinghouse ste markers (903 & 905),
Revolutionary war monument (906), and
Founders Park memorid tablet (907)
1-gory, brick, hipped roof

2-gory, gable roof; detached geble

2-gtory, gable roof, atached garege

DATE

na
cl910

C1840
C1910

na

1831-57

present

C1745,

STYLE

Four-
guare
Gresk
Revivd
Four-
guare

Gresk
Revivd
Gresk
Reviva
Gresk
Reviva

Federd

Colonid

Federd

Pege 5

RESOURCE
TYPE

Ste
Building
Outbldg (2)
Building

Building
Ste
Building
Outbuilding
Building

Building

Object
Ste
Objects (4)
Building
Building

Outbuilding
Building

STATUS

contributing or
non-contributing

0
0300

O O0O000 O

C(4)

OO0 O



MENDON CENTER HISTORIC DISTRICT
Town of Mendon, Worcester County, Massachusetts

DISTRICT DATA LIST

Parcd MHC STREET HISTORIC NAME
Numtﬂ' No. ADDRESS (if known; otherwise building type)
8174-6-0-R 73 6Man&x House
nonumber 74 7Man3 North Congregetiona
Church
817490R A 9ManS Thayer-Metcalf House
8-174-9-1-R 91 Man& Vecant land
8174-100-R 76 10Man& House
8-174-11-0-R 77 11Man3 House
8174-120R 226 12Man& House
nonumber 78 13Mans Hadtings Law Office
8-174-14-0-R 225 14ManZ House
8-174-15-0-R 79 15ManS W.H. Aldrich House
11-174-17-0-R 17Man &S Vacant land

nonumber 902 Mainé& Mepleds  Memorid Square

nonumber 8 18Man& Union Chapel/Taft
Public Library
nonumber 8l 20ManS Harrison (Town) Hall
Highway garage /
82 Police Headquarters
243 Firegation

DESCRIPTION

(all buildingsf rameconstruction unless otherwise noted)

2-gory, hipped roof, front dormer

Front geble meeting house with tower

3-gtory, hipped roof
lot associated with 9 Main S.

2-gory, gable roof
1 /2-gory, front gable

1 /2-gory, hippedroof, reer ell, endased porch
1-gory, brick, hipped roof

1-gory, hipped roof, atached garage

1 72-gory, front gable, reer el

Building lot essodated with 1 Megple S
andl green w/2 granite boulders each having
bronze plaquesfor veterans of World Wars,
cedt iron road dgn

Front geble meeting house with attached
tower

2-gory, front gable, Doric porch

1-gory detached garage, concrete block
wibrick face

1-dory detachedfirehouse,concrete block
wibrick face

DATE

cl9l0
1830
1800-20
na
1900-20
1900-10
Cl920
Ci1820

C1980
ci184

Cl990

cl940

STYLE

Four-

quare
Gothic
Reviva
Federd

Classcd
Reviva
Classicd
Reviva
Colonid
Federd
Ranch
Gresk
Reviva

Shingle
Syle
Gresk
Reviva

none

Colonid
Revivd

Pege 6

RESOURCE
TYPE

Building
Building
Building
Ste
Building
Building
Building
Building
Building
Building
Ste
Ste
Objects (3)
Building

Building

Building

Building

STATUS
contributing or
non-contributing

0§00 O 000 O O

OO

0O

O O

NC



MENDON CENTER HISTORIC DISTRICT
Town of Mendon, Worcester County, Massachusetts

DISTRICT DATA LIST

Parcd
Number

no number
11-174-23-0-R

12-174-24-0-R

12-174-250R

12-174-27-0-R

12-174-28-0-R

12-174-29-0-R

12-174-33-0R

no number

11-175-1-0-R

11-175-2-0R

11-175-3-0R

11-175-5-0-R

MHC
No.

I &8 & ® &

244

8

&

91

STREET
ADDRESS

[20R] Main K.
23 Man&

24 Man S
25 Man S
27 Man S
28 Man S
29 Man S
B ManS

H ManS

1 Maple S

2-12 Maple &
3 Mgle S

5 Magle &

HISTORIC NAME

(if known; otherwise building type)

Vecat land
Rawson-Smith House

George Homesteed
Craig-Brown House/
Boyden's Hamess Shop
House

George House

House

Allen-Grow House

Old Mendon Cemetery

Old Mendon Pogt
Office & Aldrich's
Gengd Sore
Present Pogt Office &
Store Block
Weatherheed House

Anna Warren Hagtings
House

DESCRIPTION

(@l buildingsframeconstruction unless otherwise noted)

lot behind town hall and police station
2-gtory, gable roof, reer ell; detached gable

2-gtory, hipped roof; detached bam, cottage
& gable

1 '/2-gory, gable roof atached shed & bam

1-gory, gable roof; detached shed

1 /2-gory, gable roof, shed dormer

1 -gtory, gable roof

1 /2-gory, front gable, reer ell; detached bam

250 sone makes

2-gory, geble roof; multi-unit commercid

2-gory, flat roof; multi-unit commercid;
porch across front
1 /2-gory, geble front, reer ell; detached shed

2-gtory, gable roof, rear ell, atached garage

DATE

na
1831-57

1810-21

1810-30

1831-57

1830-50

c1841

1702-

1830-36

1831-57

cl838

STYLE

Gresk
Reviva
Federd

Gresk
Reviva
Federd

Gresk
Revivd
Gresk
Revivd
Gresk
Revivd
na

Gresk
Reviva

None

Gresk
Revivd
Gresk
Revivd

Pege 7

RESOURCE  STATUS

TYFE o ndining

Ste C
Building C

Outbuilding NC
Building C

Outbldgs (3)  C(3)
Building C
Building C
Outbuilding C
Building C
Building C
Building C
Outbuilding C
Ste C
Building C

Building NC

Building C
Outbuilding C
Building C



MENDON CENTER HISTORIC DISTRICT
Town of Mendon, Worcester County, Massschusatts

DISTRICT DATA LIST

Parcel
Number

11-175-9-0-R

11-175-11-0-R

no number

11-175-15-0-R

11-175-16-0-R

11-175-17-0-R

11-175-18-0-R
11-175-20-0-R

11-175-22-0-R
11-175-23-0-R
11-175-24-0-R
11-175-24A-0-R
11-175-26-0-R
11-175-28-0-R
11-175-30-0-R

1 1-175-32-0-R

MHC
No.

95

96

229

98

230
97

99

100

101

102
103

231

104

STREET
ADDRESS

9 MapleX
11 MapleS
13 Maplex
15 Maplex
16 MapleX
17 Maples

18 Maples
20 Maples

22 MapleX
23 Maples
24 MapleX
24A MapleSt
26 Maplex
28 Maplex
30 Maplet

32 Maples

HISTORIC NAME
(if known; otherwise building type)

Davenport-Bartlett
House
J. G. Davenport House

Unitarian Church/5"
Meeting House

L. Cook House
House & garage

B. Anthony House

House
AUen-Scribner House

Thayer-Comstock
House
D. Eames House

Hayward House

vacant |ot

Swan House
Eames-Wallahan House

House

House

DESCRIPTION
(all buildingsf rameconstruction unless otherwise noted)

2-story, gable roof

1-gtory, front gable

front gable meeting house with engage tower
w/steeple, rear ell

2-story, front gable; detached garage

1-gtory, cross gable roof, rear dormer;
detached garage

1 '/2-gtory, front gable

1-story, gable roof, attached garage
2-story, front gable; detached bam

1 '/2-gtory, gable roof, rear ell

1-story, gable roof shed dormer

1-story, gable roof

meadow associated with 24 Maple St
1-gory, gable roof, side ell; detached garage
2-story, gable roof, rear ell; detached shed
2-story, gable roof

1-gtory, gambrel roof, shed dormers; detached
shed

DATE

1840-60

1827-40

C1820

1831-57

C1940

1831-57

C1940
C1838

1831-57
1831-57
1831-57
N/A
C1800
C1840
C1980

1920-30

STYLE

Greek
Revival
Greek
Revival
Federa

Greek
Revival

Cape

Greek
Revival
Cape
Greek
Revival
Greek
Revival
Greek
Revival
Federa
N/A
Federal
Greek
Revival
Raised
Ranch
Colonial
Revival

Pege 8

RESOURCE
TYPE

Building
Building
Building

Building
Outbuilding
Building
Outbuilding
Building

Building
Building
Outbuilding
Building

Building

Building
Site
Building
Building
Outbuilding
Building

Building
Outbuilding

STATUS
contributing or
non-contributing

zZ
0O00§O0

O0O00

zZ
§0oo0oo0o00 o

pd
oo



MENDON CENTER HISTORIC DISTRICT
Town of Mendon, Worcester County, Massachusetts

DISTRICT DATA LIST

Parcd
Number

11-175-34-0-R

11-175-36-0-R
11-175-38-0-R

no number

11-175-14-0-R

8177-1-0R
8177-3-0R

8177-50R

8177-7-0R
8177-9-0R

8177-11-0R

no number
8-177-15-0-C

8177-16-0R

MHC
No.

STREET
ADDRESS

A Meple S

36 Mgple X
B Mele S

Intersection of

Maple & Hagtings

dregts

1 Maple X
Extension

1 Milford Rd
3 Milford Rd
5 Milford Rd

7 Milford Rd
9 Milford Rd

11 Milford Rd

13 Milford Rd
15 Milford Rd

16 Milford Rd

HISTORIC NAME

(if known; otherwise building type)

House

House
Hayward-Taft House

Wood's Civil War
Memorid

Nathan R. George
House

Gas Sation/Store
A. Dudley House
House

House
House

House

American Legion Hall
House, commercid
building & wooded lot
Veacant land

DESCRIPTION

(@l buildingsf rameconstruction unless otherwise noted)

I-story, geble roof, shed dormer, sde €l

1 /4-gory, gable roof dormer

2-gory, hipped roof, rear ell, atached shed,
deteched garage & shed

smdl triangular park within drest ROW
wi/granite curbing, rough & polished granite
obelisk

2-gory, front geble, Sde ell; detached sheds

1-gory, flat roof

1-gory, gable roof, reer shed dormer, ddeell;
deteched garage & shed

1-gory, hipped roof, hipped donners,
deteched garage

1 -gory, gable roof

1-gory, cross-gable, gabled dormer

1 -gtory, geble roof, front dormers, atached
garege

1-gory, front geble, concrete block

House 2-gory, geble roof; building: 1-gory,
flat roof; 23-acre lot

ste of Taft House and ban

DATE

c1860s

cl980
cl840

1920-30

1920-30
1920-

STYLE

Tudor

Revivd
Sdtbox
Federd

Itdianate

Mart
Gresk
Revivd
Craftsman

Cepe

Craftaman

Cepe

none

Col. Rev

Pege 9

RESOURCE  STATUS

TYFE  ining
Building C
Building NC
Building C

Outbldgs (2) NC (2)
Object Cc
Building
Outbldgs (2) c)
Building NC
Building C
Outhbldgs (2) NC(2)
Building C
Outbuilding C
Building C
Building C
Building C
Building NC
Ste c
Buildingg(2) NC (2
Ste c



MENDON CENTER HISTORIC DISTRICT
Town of Mendon, Worcester County, Massachuseits

Page 10

DISTRICT DATA LIST

Parcd MHC STREET HISTORIC NAME DESCRIPTION DATE STYLE RESOURCE  STATUS
Number No. ADDRESS (if known; otherwise building t>pe) (@l buildingsframeconstruction unless otherwise noted) TYPE ng“;%:ggt?r:g
9177-21-0-R 918 21 Milford Rd Vecant land farm lot and wet land na none Ste C
9-177-23-00R 919 23 Milford Rd Vacat land farm lot; pond and streem na none Ste C
9177-36-0-R 920 36 Milford Rd Vecant land part of farm lot essodiated with Silas Dudley na none Ste C
Homesteed, 1 North Ave
8189-1-0-R 107 | NorthAve Slas Dudley 2-dory, gable roof, reer & dde dls, detached 183545  Gresk Building C
Homesteed gaege& shed; farm lot Reviva Outbuilding C
Outbuilding NC
Ste C
818950R 921 5NorthAve Old Pogt Road Route of old road linking to wooded parce C1669- none Ste C
outsde of digtrict; dso s 17 North Ave cl820
8189-7-0-R 129 7 North Ave Rev. Smeon Doggett 1 /2-gory, front gable, atached garage 181530 Fedead Building C
House
818990R 236 9NorthAve House 1-dory, geble roof, 9de ell, front dormers C1940 Cegpe Building C
130 10 North Ave Henry P. Clough 2002 Modem Building NC
Schoal
8189-11-0R 237 11 North Ave House I-gory, gable roof, sde €l C1940 Cooe Building C
8189-12-0-R 131 12North Ave Aldrich-Wilbur House  2-gtory, geble roof gabled rear dormers, rear 181031 Grek Building C
ell, attached bam Reviva
8189-13-0-R 132 13North Ave House 2-gtory, hipped roof, hipped dormer; detached  cl898 Four Building C
bam 190515 Squae Outbuilding C
8189-150-R 133 15North Ave House 1-gory, geble roof shed dormer; detached 190525 Craftaman Building C
dablelgarage Outbuilding C
8189-17-0R 922 17 North Ave Old Post Roed Right-of-way linkingto 5 North Aveandthe  C1689 - none Ste C
923 route of old road linking to wooded parce C1820 Object C
outsgde of digtrict; granite marker & roadside;
d2 == 5 NorthAve
8189-19-00R 253 19North Ave House 1-gory, gable roof full front porch; detached  ¢l920 Bungdow Building C



MENDON CENTER HISTORIC DISTRICT
Town of Mendon, Worcester County, Massachuseits

DISTRICT DATA LIST

Parcd
Number

8189-21-0-R

no number

12-206-3-0-R

12-206-5-0-R
12-206-6-0-R

12-206-8-0-R

12-206-9-0-R

12-206-11-0-R

12-206-12-0-R

12-206-16-0-R

12-206-17-0-R

11-242-5-0-R

MHC
No.

171

172

173

174

175

STREET
ADDRESS

21 North Ave

1 Providence &
3 Providence &

5 Providence &
6 Providence X

8 Providence &
9 Providence &
11 Providence S

12 Providence X

16 Providence &

17 Providence &

3 Washington &

HISTORIC NAME

(if known; otherwise building type)

Ky Fam

Old Mendon Cametery
House

Vecant land
House

House

House

House

House

Albert W. Gaskill Farm
Albert W. Gaskill

House

Vacant land; part of 5

DESCRIPTION

(@l buildings frame construction unless otherwise noted)

gaage
1 '/2-gtory, front gable, reer ell, atached bam,
detached shed

smeas B Man S;

1-gory, gable roof with 2-story sde €l

building lot
2-gtory, gable roof; atached garege

2-gtory, gable roof; atached garege
1 -gory, gable roof, atached garage

1-gory, hipped roof; detached garage and

cottege
1 '/2-gtory, gable roof, shed dormer; detached

garage, two cottages and "wishing wel "

2-gory, gable roof center chimney, sde ell;
detached barn and shed

2-gory, multiple roofs, wrap-around porch;
detached garage

building lot

DATE

1702-

cl910

cl831

1906-07

na

STYLE

Itdianate

na

Gresk
Reviva
none
Colonid
Reviva
Colonid
Revivd
Colonid
Reviva
Craftsman

Craftaman

Gresk
Reviva

Quen

Arme

Pege 11

RESOURCE
TYPE

Outbuilding
Building
Outbuilding

Ste
Building

Ste
Building

Building
Building

Building
Outbldg (2)
Building
Outbldg (3)
Structure
Building
Outbldg (2)
Building
Outbuilding

Site

STATUS
contributing or
non-contributing

ONONQ]

NC
NC

NC

C(2)

C(3)

00

C(2)



MENDON CENTER HISTORIC DISTRICT
Town of Mendon, Worcester County, Massachusetts

DISTRICT DATA LIST

Parcd
Number

11-242-4-0-R
11-242-50R
11-242-6-0-R
11-242-7-0-R
11-242-8-0-R
11-242-9-0-R
11-242-10-0-R
8-242-13-0C

8242-150R
8242-16-0-R

8-242-17-0R
8-242-18-0-R

8-242-20-0R
8-242-21-0-R
8-242-22-0-R
8-242-25-0-R
8-242-24-0-R

8-242-25-0-R

MHC
No.

STREET
ADDRESS

4 Waghington &
5 Washington S
6 Washington X
7 Washington &
8 Washington X
9 Washington S
10 Washington S
13 Washington &

15 Washington S
16 Washington &

17 Washington &
18 Washington &

20 Washington S
21 Washington &
22 Waghington S
23 Washington S
24 Washington &

25 Washington S

HISTORICNAME

(if known; otherwise building type)

Washington S
Houe

Rawson-Holbrook
House
House

House
Mitchell-Wood House

Vecat land
House
Vecat lot

House
Méelen House

House
Rawson-Whiting House

House
House
Vecat lot
Vecant lot
House

House & Bam

DESCRIPTION

(@l buildingsf rameconstruction unless otherwise noted)

2-gory, hipped roof, flail front porch
(enclosed)

1 '/2-gory, front geble with reer €l and
dtached outbuilding

1 -story, geble roof; detached garage

1 /2-gory, front geble with reer ell and
dtached outbuilding
1-gory, front gable, reer ell; detached garage

Rear |ot assodiated with 7 Washington S
1-gory, gable roof

Fam lot with gonewall and tree line dong
road; viewsto esst and to center

1-gory, gable roof atached garage
2-dory, geble roof center chimney, sdeell;
deteched garage and shed

1-gory, gable roof

1 /2-gory, geble roof faBede perpendicular to
dreet, shed dormers, dde ell; detached bam
1-gory, gable roof atached garage
1-gory, gable roof atached garage
woodland

Fam lot assodiaed with 25 Washington &

1-gory, hipped roof; detached garege

1 '/2-gory, gable roof, feBade perpendicular to

DATE

cl920

1831-57

1831-57
1831-57
na
cl980
na
cl940
C1775
1831-57

cl940
na
na
cl940

1831-57

STYLE

Four
Square
Gresk
Revival

Gresk
Revivd
Gresk
Revivd
none
Ranch
none

Cepe
Colonial

Ranch
Gresk
Revivd
Cepe
Cepe

none
none

Bungdow
Greek

Pege 12

RESOURCE  STATUS

TYFE g
Building C
Building C
Building NC

Outbuilding NC
Building C
Building C

Outbuilding NC

Ste c
Building NC

Ste c
Building C
Building C

Outbldg (2) C(2
Building NC
Building C

Outbuilding C
Building C
Building C

Ste C
Ste
Building 8

Outbuilding C

Building C



MENDON CENTER HISTORIC DISTRICT
Town of Mendon, Worcester County, Massachusetts

DISTRICT DATA LIST

Parcd

8242-260-R 205
8242-280-R 206

8-242-32-0-R

MHC
Number No.

STREET
ADDRESS

26 Washington S
28 Washington S

32 Washington S
Digtrict-wide

TOTALS: Contributing Buildings 116
Non-contributing Buildings ....31

HISTORIC NAME

{if known; otherwise building type)

House
House

Vecant land
Sonewadlssygem

Contributing Outbuildings ....48 Contributing Stes

DESCRIPTION

{all buildingsframeconstruction unless otherwise noted)

Sred, atached sdeell; detached bam
1-gory, hipped roof
1-gory, hipped roof; detached garage

woodland

DATE

C1940
C1940

na

18"-19"

C.

47  Contributing Smctures

STYLE

Revivd
Bungaow
Bungaow

Pege 13
RESOURCE  STATUS
TYPE contributing or
non-contributing
Outbuilding C
Building C
Building C
Outbuilding NC
Ste C
Stmcture C

2 Contributing Objects ... 10
Non-contributing Outbldgs ... 17 Non-contributing Sites .0  Non-contributing Stmctures .0 Non-contributing Obj. ...0
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United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
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Re: lot 8-177-16 8-189-1/5 16 Milford S.
1-5 North Avenue J T, o - NN

Feoruary 27, 2003 Mendon Center Historic uiltnlt"-"*-'-''V E J }
Lena, John & Richard Pino TRS
147RocicmeadowRd. [ |~ .
Uxbridge, MA 01569 " A cUuj

TO: Massschusts Historicd Commisson,

We drongly object to putting our property Ore North Ave, Mendon, MA 01756 on the
Nationd Regiger.

Sincerdly, B 28 W

LenaM. Fno

John Fino

INWITNESSMEREOMN hke  nio st my hand and affixed my Official Sedl the
day and yeai“rst abovg,"—""

(SEXIL)/

ROSEMARIE CHANDONNAIS
Notary Public
M/ Commisson Expires Janualy 14, 2005



The Commonwealth of Massachusetts

William Francis Galvin, Secretary of the Commonwealth
Massachusetts Historical Commission

April 30, 2003

Ms. Carol Shull

National Regigter of Historic Flaces
Department of the Interior

National Park Service

Mail Stop 2280, Suite 400

1849 C Strest, NW

Washington, DC 20240

Dear Ms. Shull:
Endosed plessefind the following nomination form:

Mendon Center Historic District, Mendon (Worcester), MA
The nomination has been voted digible by the State Review Board and hes bean signed by the
Sate Historic Preservation Officer. The owners of the properties included in the district were
notified of pending State Review Board consideration 30 to 45 days before the meeting and were
afforded the opportunity to comment.
Ore letter of objection hes bean received.

Sincerdly,

Betsy Friedberg
National Register Director
Massachusetts Historical Commission

encdosure

cc. Neil Larson, consultant
Calleen Conley, Mendon Historica Commission
Dennis Shaheen, Mendon Board of Sdectmen
Mendon Planning Board

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, Massachusetts 02125
(617) 727-8470 « Fax: (617) 727-5128
www.state.ma. us'sec/ mhc



