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1. Name of Property
historic name Ellice School

other names/site number District # 2 Schoolhouse

2. Location

street & number 185 Pleasant Street | I not for publication
city or town Millis || vicinity

state Massachusetts code MA  county Norfok code 021 zip code 02054

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1986, as amended, | hereby certify that this S"nomination
» request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties'in the National Register of
Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property
I"meets ¢ does not meet the National Register Criteria. | recommend that this property be considered significant

« nationally » statewide H'locally. (¢ See continuation sheet for additional comments.)

Signature of certifying official/Title  Brona Simon Date
Executive Director, Massachusetts Historical Commission, State Historic Preservation Officer

State or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property * meets * does not meet the National Register criteria. (¢ See continuation sheet for additional Comments.)
Signature of certifying official/Title Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

(fonal Park Service Certification
I, heraoy certify that this property is: Date of Action
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* See continuation sheet.
» determined eligible for the
National Register
» See continuation sheet.
» determined not eligible for the
National Register
* removed from the
National Register
« other (explain):



Ellice School
Name of Property

5. Classification
Ownership of Property

(Check as many boxes as apply) (Check only one box)
eprivate |Elbuilding(s)
~public-local | [district
CUpublic-State e site
CUpublic-Federal 0 structure

1 lobiect

Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.)

NA

6. Function or Use
Historic Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

EDUCATION: school

7. Description
Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from Instructions)

MID 19™ CENTURY: Greek Revival

Narrative Description

Norfolk County. MA
County and State

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.)

Contributing Noncontributing
1 0 _building
sites
structures
objects
Total

Number of contributing resources previously listed
in the National Register

NA

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

VACANT: Not in Use

Materials

(Enter categories from instructions)
foundation BRICK. STONE
walls  WOOD: shingles
roof ASPHALT

other

(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)



NPS Form 10-900-a OMB Approval No. 1024-0018
(889

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet BLcsihad

Millis (Norfalk), MA
Section number 7 Page 1

7. Dextription

The Ellice Schodl, located a 185 Fleasant Stret in Millis, MA, isasngle-gtory, Gresk Reviva, two-room, vacant
schoalhouse, that wes condructed as a district schoadl for the town of Medway in ca 1849. This portion of Medway
became pat of Millis when it was incorporated in 1885. Thiswood-shingled building, with itsgable facing Hessart
Sred, islocated southwest of Millis Center in an areaknown as Rockville. Itisafew hundred feet south of Village
Sregt and immediatdy south of the intersection of Fleesant and Dyer Strests. The neighborhood in which the y4-aare lot
is dtuated isrdatively flat but iscongdered to be on ahill rdativeto Rockville. Beyond the schod house the land dopes
down to Rockville and the Charles River to the south. The schod is between amid 19"-cantury farmhouse (built betwean
1852 and 1858 by Horace Twichell) and aca  1920s Arts and Crafts house (built by Edwin Waite). Oppodte the
schodhouse there are modest mid 20™ century residentid properties lining the eest Sde of Hessant Sreet. Forested land
and wetlands dretch out behind the schoolhouse and other dwellings on the west Sde of Flessant Strest. The Ellice
Schoal, dthough vecant for the lagt 104- years retains historic fabric and important historical assodiaion with the history
of Milliss schodls The schod property follows the lot lineswhich are shown on Millis AssessorsMap #43. The only
other features on the parcd are about ten granite pogts (36" high) dong the south property line with a amdl section of
dilapidated picket fencing that once dretched betwean the granite posts (contributing structure), and alow gone wall
(contributing structure) lining the west/reer property line.

Seting

Ressant Srest isanorth-south road leading from Main Strest just west of Millis Center, south to Village Strest where it
jogs acrass and continues south through Rockville to the Charles River. After Fleesant Streat arosses theriver it beocomes
Deen Sret for a short digtance before passing into the town of Norfolk. Jugt north of the school, Dyer Srest branches
northwest to connect with Village Street, forming a vacart triangle of forested land (bordered by Village Stregt on the
north, Hessart Streat on the south, and Dyer Stret on the west). The yd-aore schoodlhouse [ot is a the same grade asthe
dirt shoulder of the road. The building is surrounded by a grassy and moss-covered areawhich isbordered on three Sdes
(not the road dde) by deciduous and pine forested land. A large oek tree remans a the edge of the road where once thare
weaetwo osks Along the southern property line are remnants of the granite pogt and picket fence noted ebove This
fenceison the schod property. A sonewall that shows in higtoric phatographs acrass the beck of the schod ot remains,
but isnow behind voluntary growth of forest meterid.

Building

The Gresk Revivd two-room schoolhouse on the west Sde of Fleasant Stredt rests on agranite block and brick
foundation, is sheethed in wood shingles, hes wood trim, and is cgoped by an agphdt shingle roof. The overdl Sze of the
building is35' in width and 53" in length. Photo #1. The building served as aschoolhouse until 1931; during the
Depression loca women sewed clothing for the poor here, and for a short time during World Wer |1 women gathered here
to meke bendegesfor the war effort. The schoolhouse, presently only used for dorage, isin a deteriorated condition with
window openings boarded with plywood, itstrim removed or eroded, three of the four exterior doors covered with
plywood, and geps to dl but one entrance have bean removed. The plywood wes ingtdled in the early 1990s ad
replaced a planked shutter (tongue and groove boards hung with srgp hinges on one side) that hed covered the windows
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before the mid 20* century. The two windows on ether Sde of the door on the north long side of the schod retain the
planked shutters. Theinterior isdeteriorated with caved-in ceilings, failed plaster, and missng windows, however thereis
enough higtoric fabric indde and out to gain adear underganding of this building's gopesrance over itslively days
between 1849 and 1931

The building is shesthed in wood shingles that have been laid over agphdt shingles The only remaining evidence of the
origind dapboard dding isin the gable pesk of therear devation. There isevidence of the switch from dgpboard siding
to shingles (not the layer that isvisible today) in 1920 photographs of the schod that show new shingles and dterdions in
fenedtration due to the rdocation of the entrances from the gable front to the Sdes. Thefirgt layer of shinglesweslad
over the dapboards and retained the templar gable trim in the gable-front devation; this was removed and the presat
layer of shingles covers the entire devation with no breek for trim molding. Physica evidence shows that agphdt
shingles were gpplied a some time after the schodl dosed, and wood shingles were gpplied over the agphdt shingles in
the lagt quarter of the 20* century.

Roofing materid isagphdt shingles laid over wood sheathing boards, meny of which have bean replaced with plywood.
The roof shesthing boards are laid on acommon rafter system. A patch on the eestam end of the north roof dope gopears
chared onthe interior and in the agrid view of the exterior; however the fire department hes no record of afire,nor do
longtime neighbors and higtorians remember such an evertt. The presant roof wasingdled in 1972; therefore af i rethat
charred the roof but did not advance mugt have occurred since then. A smple brick chimney is cantered dose to the ridge
of the north roof dope.

There is no documentation to indicate thet the two foundation materias are areault of an addition. The mesauramants of
the origind building are smilar to amid 19"-cantury Rockville resident's journa which daimed that the building wes
about 50' long. Thet part of the schoal used for dassroom goece rests on agranite foundation, which isover afull cdlar;
the section of the building that is on the brick foundation hes no cdlar, only acrawl goece and origindly induded the
atrance hdls'coatrooms and aamdl gove room. The brick foundation carries the front part of the building extending
westaly for 134" (12' of which restson abrick foundation and r4" accounts for the large granite blocks thet carry the
comerpadts in front of the brick foundation wall). Directly inline with the reer ed of the brick foundation isalbregk in
the exterior molding - the degp entablature (fasciaand comice) under the eave. The present front dassroom is somenhat
degper than the 13 feet of brick foundation o thet the interior partition between the front dessoom and the cdlar darsis
nat in line with the foundation change. Cdlar windows or cod shuttles on the north Sde and reer devation have dther
been filled with brick or covered with congtruction board.

Windows once hed 6/6 sash, some of which remain onthe interior minusthe glass. Exterior window frames condgt of flat
unedomed framing pieceswith adightly projecting sill and projecting molded lintel with adight pointed arch over eech
top framing piece Each of the four cornerpodts rests on atall square granite block and congsts of recessed pended
boards and malded capitds. A wide-molded friezeboard linesthe north and south Sdes and once wrgpped around &t leest
three ddesof the building. It hes bean removed from the front gable e evation when the shingles were gpplied. Boxed
comice maldingstrim the rake of the eavesin each gable end. These moldings are subgtantidly deteriorated.

(continued)
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Ead Elevation. Facing Fleasant Stret isthe four-bay gable-front devation with four window bays, eech covered with
plywood and having an exposad narrow sill and lintel capped with projecting, dightly pointed-arched molding. The
raking boxed eaves are partidly deteriorated and extend just to the top of the cornerpost cgps Thefull return (templar
molding) hes been removed and the entire devation is covered with shingles as noted above. Comerposts are as described
above The foundation under this devationisbrick.

Wes Elevation. Facing the woods a the reer of the building isthe gable-end devationwith shingled sding on the man
body, and dgpboards in the gable pesk where there is a Single window opening, now covered with louvers. There aretwo
doars, one & each ed of the devation dose to the cornerpodts, apair of windows (now covered with plywood) cantered
on the devation; andflankinghorizontal window openings covered in plywood between the outside edge of the paired
windows and the insde edge of eech door. Sgps to the entrance doors have been removed; trim is ether covered over or
only condgted of the smpleflat narrow board that defines the geble peek. Thewindows- bath the paired and fianking
horizontd windows - are likely to be part of an dteration because of their configuration and their location. Each is high
onthe wdl aove the line of the cornice molding which hes been removed as noted above, and the horizontd windows
have amdl sguare lights surrounding alarger sngle rectangular light (as noted inside), which ismore of a Victorian-era
design than Gresk Revivd. Photo #2. The boys and girls privies were ance atached to this part of the building. Each
door in the gable end led to acovered porch with atached privy under the horizontd windows.

North Elevation. The 53-long north eevation rests on agranite and brick foundation (38' of granite, 12 of brick, ad
1'4" for eech granite block cornerpost). Woaod shingles cover the dde wall. There are three window baysand the only
opaable entrance to the building, which is betwean the second and third window bays The door is goproached by three
makeshift wooden Seps that are dilapidated and have a modest hand rail. The door isa Victorianfive-recessed-panel door
st in aplain frame, and probably was reusad when the entrances were changed from the faBade to the Sdesbesad on
other higtoric photographs that show similar doors on the gable front facade. Above the door on the cornice, there is a
shedow of the smdll, hipped-roof open entrance porch that once shidded the door. Each of the windowsflankingthe door
hes a single planked shutter, unlike the rest of the openings that have bean covered with plywood.

South Elevation.  Also 53 feet long with the samelengths of granite and brick foundation as the north Sde, this devation
hes three windows bays and an entrance door, all of which are boarded over and not functional. All three window bays
ae west of thedightly off-center entrance bay. The front section of this devation is shingled, with nowindows. As on
the north Sde, the cornice molding over the door hes ashedow line showing where the hipped-roof entrance porch wes
atached to the building.

Interior. Theinteaiar plan has three paces each gpanning the width of the schodhouse and indude a front dassroom; a
anta entrance hall bay that isdivided in two with large heating duds and an east-west partition that sgparates the narth
entrancefram the south entranoe and therear dassoom. Theinteriar is subgantialy deeriorated, with the rodf drudure
exposed due to fallen ceilings, and the cdlar drudureisvidble fram the cdlar 2eps which have also decayed. Window
bays bladkboards wainsoating, and doors areintadt enaugh to know what the schodhouse looked like when in use

Photo #3.

(continued)
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Thefull besamat (cdlar) unde the reer 38 feat of the building hes a dirt floor, sone foundation walls that have bean
reinforced with mortar topped by the cut-granite block foundation (viewed on the exterior), and an intactfl oorgructure of
the schoolroom and entrance bays ebove. Tdl cut-granite pods support the beemsand joists. The beee of the origind
chimney ramans in the cdlar and is painted white. A brick chimney hes bemn ingdled neer the origind chimney bese
and rises through the building.

Theroof gructure (partialy exposad where cellings have fallen) shows acommon rafter plan with rafter ends reting on
the ridgepole and each pair braced with atie beam thet isnailed to the Sde of the rafters (not mortised and pegged).
Roofing boards are laid over the rafters. Many have bem replaced with plywood shedts One areaon the eet ed of the
north dope gopears charred on the indde as destribed above.

Common features of the interior goecesindude the window seeh (Wherethey remain), wainscoting, plagter walls,
blackboards, and doors. Although dl windows are boarded up with plywood, some &6 saeh with narrow muntin bers
remain within the window casings or leening againg the wdlsin the rooms. Window openings are trimmed with wide
cadngs that have molded silis with goron gtrips of molding forming recessad pands on the Side piece, and wide projecting
molded lintds or crowns. Some window sills are integrated into the top molding of the wainscoting.  Interior door
openings have surrounds thet are similar to the windows. Severd doors are leaning againg the walls and have éther five
horizontd raised pands or amixed pattern of four or five recesssd pands  Walls are covered with wainscoting of ether
wide vertical boards that are goeced to form reoessad pands similar to the window and door frames, or narrow beseded
boards The latter pattern isfound in the corners of the front and side walls of the esst room, where the old entrance doors
were convated to windows ca 1915. Above the wainscoting are blackboards framed by anarrow ovolo molding, and
above thoseisplagter on wood lath.

Thefront (eest) dassroom hes two openings (doors) leading from the middle entrance hals/coat rooms (one near the north
exterior door and one immediatdy next to the south exterior door), four windows on the eegt wall, two on the north wall,
and blackboards lining the full length of the south and west walls above the wainscoting. Above the blackboard on the
interior west wall isalarge squaregrill for the heating duct surrounded by aplain dightly bevded frame. An old
Sovepipe hale hes been patched onthis same wall. Thefloor of this room is mede of narrow boards, unlike the rest of the
building, which hes wide board floors. This accounts for the 1908-09 Schoo Committee report thet the floor of the esst
room under the brick foundation nesded to be replaced dueto rot and drafts.

Therear (west) dassroom hes similarly positioned openings (doors) from the entrance hdls, two window openings on the
south wall, two exterior doors, apair of double-hung windows, two horizonta multilight windows st high on the west
end wall, and blackboards lining mogt of the north and eest (interior) wals as well as the wet wall between the exterior
doors and under the windows. Photo #4. The paired windows in the west wall have casings smilar to other window
casings however, itisknown thet they were added later (after the chimney and sove centered on thiswall were
removed), thus the casings mugt have bean copied or dl interior casings ney have bean adjugted - dthough there areno
records of such an expense The horizontd windows datefrom alater era due to the style of window and the surrounds
which are flat and plain, unlike other window frames. A dosat with sheves islocated on the esst wal under alarge

(continued)



NPS Form 10-900-a OMB Approval No. 1024-0018
(8-86)

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet Huoesdod

Millis (Norfolk), MA
Section number 7 Page 5

metd grill of the heating vent. The door of thisdosat ismede of narrow beeded verticd boards Thelarge, square
hegting vent is surrounded by awide, plain bevded frame similar to the one in the eest dassoom. A large plagter
meddlion adoms the ceiling centered north to south, but not eegt to west. The location accounts for aformerly larger
room that included the present middle section of the building, before the entrances were moved from the front of the
buildingtotheddes This plagter round wasfitted with alarge wooden circular frame from which hung smdl lights when
the building wes dectrified in the early 1900s At thetime of thewriting of this nomination, the frame was on the floor,
leaning egaingt piled desks on the badk wall of the room.

The middle goace betwemn the eest and west dassrooms hes bean partidly divided with an eest-west partition wall. The
north Sde was the boys entrance and coatroom, and there are pags and hooks dong the wall surfaces. The north wall of
this goeoe hes an exterior door (the only operable entrance to the building) and awindow. Doorswith long recessd
pands leed into eech dassroom. A brick chimney (painted white) rises from the cdlar in front of the interior partition
wall. Also in this goece are two wide, metd heating dudts thet rise from the dismantled furnace in the cdlar and branch a
the top tof i tinto vents that once carried the heated air into each of the two dassrooms (acocounting for the heeting grilles
in eech room). The south Sde of the middle spece, the girls’ entrance, dso hes some pegsfor hanging coatson thewalls,
dthough nat as many as the north Sde. The south wall hes an exterior door and window aigned with those on the north
wal (the boys entrance). Theinterior doors are missing from the openings leading to eech dasssoom. Cdlar darsae
opposite the exterior door and endaosed by wals and a four-panded door.

In addition to the building déebris in eech room, there d0 are desks and chairs as well as window frames and doors A

gack of wooden desks with no legs ispiled in the west dasssroom. They gopeer to be early 20*' century wooden desks
that once hed cagt-iron beses There is some gpeculation that the beses dso were removed for the war effort, just asthe
furnace ged wastaken in the 1940s

Physica Changes of Ellice Schodhousa  Exterior changes of entrances and fenedtration are shown in three gengrations of
historic photogrgphs that hdp to explain the evolution of the schoolhouse. A phatogrgph from 1901 (Photo #5) ad two
from 1920 (Photo #7 & 8) have definitive dateswritten by the photographer on the peper decves that cover the dass
plates A third photogreph isdated 1892 by Edwin Waites family, and isincduded in a short essay written by his
granddaughter when in fifth grade telling the history of the Ellice Schod astold to her by her grandfather. (Photo #6)
The Waite photograph shows the schoolhouse with dapboard siding, templar gable ends marked by a wide molded
comice that wrapped around the building, windows of 6/6 seeh with flanking louvered shutters and pointed-arched
molded lintels that butted up againg the fasciaboard, and one entrance door in the gable-front eedt facade. The 1901
photogrgph shows the gable-front facade with two entrance doors in the two end bays, and the described windows in the
middletwo bays Each door was framed byflankingpilagters carrying a wide entablature with projecting lintel. The
sngle doar in the Waite photogrgph hed the same detailing.

The 1920 photogrgphs show shingled siding of the main body (not in the gable pesks), the same windows and casngs,
windows in place of the doors in the gable-front devation, and new entrances within moden hipped roof entrance porches
on eech Sde devation, an dteration that was mede in 1915. Two windows on eech sde (the front two on the

(continued)
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south Sde and the rear two on the north side) were shingled over to provide additiond blackboard goecein theinterior
rooms. In al three genarations of historic photographs, there isasingle chimney with ametd hood cantered on the ridge;
the earlier photogrgphs (the Waite photogrgph and 1901) dso show abrick chimney extending from the roof just inside
the badk wall of thebuilding. The former is4till in place in the cdlar only and no longer extends through to the roof; the
latter hes bean removed. A new, narrow brick chimney rises near the first chimney noted ebove. Thewindowsin the
gable-end wall of thewest devation would have been added after the reer chimney was removed. This would acoount for
the paired windowsthat are high onthe wall under awindow (louvered on the exterior, 66 seeh on the interior) centered
in the gable peek (attic). Itispossible that the horizontd windows on this west end wal were added when the outhouses
weae redone ca 1904. The outhouses, which have been removed, hed bean attached to the rear of the building - ane on
eech dde, corresponding to the two exterior doors on the west end wall. The early photographs dso show awdlhouse
located in the northwest comer of the property. No evidence of the well remains

A diagram, drawvn by Edwin Waite's granddaughter to accompary herfifth-gradeesssy on the schoohouse, shows hdls
on eech Sde of the building between the exterior (north and south) wals and the amdl front sove room, with a large
dasroom behind the hdls and sove room. Waite hed atended the schodl from ca 1892 to ca 1898. The diagram,
dravn by his granddaughter Panny Johnson, acoounts for alarge dassroom behind the amdl sove room and flanking
hdls. Waites granddeughter drew only ane entrance door in the gable-front fafade as saan in the photograph in the
family's possession that was included with her essay. This single door and two hals (one on eech Sde of the building)
gopears to be an odd arangement because the hdl dong the south wall would have had no exterior door and aooess only
from the large reer dassroom.

Thefirst dange to two dassrooms was mede by removing a partition betwean one of the 9de hdls and the amdl room
near the front of the building in which there was agove for hegting the schoal. This 1904 change arested an esdt (front)
room that could accommodete the three primary grades, while the upper grades ussd the back (west) room, which wes the
larger of thetwo. The shift of the front entrance(s) to the Sdes occurred in 1915 when there was a need for two full-sized
dasyooms Thismgor change led to the incorporation of the early hdls/coatrooms into the front dassoom and the two
entrance hdl goacesin the middle of the building, which causad shrinking of the back (west) dassoom to its presat Sze
in order to aregte these new entrance hdls/coatrooms.  Interior evidence shows that once the entrances ware moved from
the gable-front devation to the north and south sdes the large Single dassroom was divided into entrance hall goece ad
dassroom goece behind, and the plaster medallion was no longer centered in the west dassroom.

The ssquence of the three photographs raises some questions about the evolution of the schoodlhouse doors. In quegtion is
the dete of the Waite phaotograph, which shows three windows and ane entrance only in the gable-front devation. The
one door wes in the northernmogt bey of the devation and led to ahdl with coat hooks that extended dong the north wall
to the large dassoom behind. |f the photograph predates the 1901 photograph, which shows two entrance doors on the
main fafade, it would mean that the ssoond door was added sometime in that nine-year goan. If it postdates the 1901
photograph, it would meen that the original school hed two entrances - ane to each of the coatroomyhdlls dong thelong
ddesof the schoohouse— and that one was removed after 1901, possibly in 1904 when an interior partition was removed
to increese the size of the front dassroom, thus losing one of the entrance halls. Another quandary about the

(continued)
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date of the Waite photogrgph isthe lack of a bank of tall evergreen trees which are saen in the 1901 phatograph. It is
hard to imagine that these trees could have grown to be the sizethat they gppear to be in the 1901 phatogrgph in such a
short time- nineyears It ismore likely that the treeswere cut down a some time after 1901, leaving those dong the
south edoge of the property and asmdl duger behind the building as sseninlater photogrgphs Only asmall duder of
tress behind the schodl is shown in the 1920 photographs. Thus this fact about the tree linewould dso arguefor a later
date for the Waite phatograph - probably between 1904, when ane hall wiss incorporated into the front room, and 1915,
when the entrances were moved to the north and south Sdes.

Archaeological Description

While no andent Native American Stes ae located on the schod property, Stesmay be present. Eleven andant dtesae
located in the generd area(within one mile); mogt located onfloodplains,upland terraces, and other landforms bordering
the Chardes River and its assodated wetlands.  Environmentd characterigtics of the schodl property represent locationd
criteria (dope, oil drainage, proximity to wetlands) that are favorable for the presance of Native Stes. The schodl is
located on awdl-drained, leve to moderatdy doping, upland terracewithin 1,000 feet of wetlands McCarthy Pord is
located north of the school, and an unnamed pond, wetland, and tributary sream of the Charles River to the west. The
Charles Riverfl owsnortheagterly, gpproximately one-hdf mileto the south and southeedt of the schoal. The entire town
of Millis lieswithin the Charles River drainage. Soils surrounding the schodl are sandy, formed in glacid till in upland
aees Given the aboveinformation, the sze of the schodl parcd (gpproximatdy three-quarters of an acre), and the extert
of higtoric-period land use, a moderateto high potentid exigts for locating ancient Native American resources on the

schodl property.

A high potentid exigts for locating historic archaeologica  resources on the schoal property. Structurd evidence of bamns,
gables and outbuildings may survive on the schodl property. Builder's trenches and other structurd evidence of danges
to the schod building may dso exist. Archaeologicd evidence of occupationd-rdated features (trash pits, privies, wels)
mey dso survive. In 1904, an old outhouse (location unknown) was removed and two new outhouses atteched to the rear
of the school. The latter outhouses have d o been removed.  Early photogrgphs show awdlhouse, for which no evidence
remains, in the northwest corner of the property.

(end)
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8 Satement of Sgnificance

The Ellice Schod issignificant for its assodation with the devdopment of Millis' educationd sygem and asthe only
remaining district schoolhouse in the town, and hes not changed in overdl size in spite of its reconfiguration from a one-
room to a two-room schoolhouse in 1905-06. The Ellice Schod is located in the Rockville section of Millis. The Ellice
Schod retans integrity of location, design, setting, some materids, craftamanship, feding, and associaion. It is
dgnificant a the locd leved for a period extending from the congtruction date of 1849 to 1931, during which time it wes
usd a8 aschoolhouse. Since 1931, the schoal hes been veacant with no dassesshdd here However, during the
Depression, sewing machines were moved into the building and local women gathered to saw clothing for the poor. The
building wes d<o used was for ashort time during World Wer 11, when locd women mede bendages hare Otherwise, the
schodl hes bean usad for gorage of old desksand chairs. The schodhouse meats Criteria A and C of the Nationd
Regiger of Higtoric FHaces

Millis wes settled as part of Medway in 1717, and incorporated as atown in 1885; thus the Ellice Schodl begen &s part of
the Medway schod system. Today, Millis hes an area of 12.2 square miles and a population of nearly 8000 parsons
Located in Norfolk County, in southern Massachusatts, Millis is gpproximatdy 22 miles southwest of Bogton inthe
Chales River vdley. Itisbordered by Hollison and Sherborn on the north, Medfield and Norfolk on the eest, Franklin
on the south, and Medway on the west.

Overview of the Devdopment of the Town of Millis

The politicad boundaries of Millis were formed through anumber of shifts in town lines and separation from larger eaxlier
stled towns. Prior to English settlement, the territory bdonged to Native Americans known as the Nipmucs. Its English
stlement history began in the 1640s when there wias reference to alarge areawest of the Charles River as part of
Dedham. In 1650-1651 the western part of Dedham, including territory that eventudly became Millis and Medway, wes
= off to form Medfield. The part that would become Millis hed been known as Boggastowe, named by the Nipmucs and
purchesed in 1672 by proprietorsthat induded John Ellice, who wes gppointed to negatiate with John of Boggegtoweto
purchese land west of the Charles River. Medfield land that was west of the Chales River wiss incorporated as Medway
in 1713,

Millis's dtuation on the Charles River medeit afavored location for subdantia Native American activity. Severd eest-
west routes in the vicinity crossed the eestam town boundary, which wes the Charles River, from Medfied into Bt
Medway. Theseroutes eventudly became main roeds in Eagt Medway such as the Old Mendon Roed, which followed
Dover Roed ad Village Strest in asouthwesterly direction; and Union Stret, ,\which led from the Dover Roed aoross to
the northern part of Exchange Strest. Plain Strest and the upper part of Exchange Stret fonned an early north-south
route, connecting Eagt Medway with Sherborn to the north. Main Strest became amain eagt-west trangportation route

(continued)
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with the opening of the Hartford and Dedham Turnpike (later to be cdled Main Street) in 1809. Hessant Strest connected
the road to Mendon (now Village Strest) with Rockville to the south.  Throughout the 18 and mogt of the 19 century,
Medway hed two digtinct villages- Eagt Medway and West Medway. 1n 1885, East Medway became incorporated as the
town of Millis, named after successful busnessman and railroad executive Lansing Millis (1823-1885).

In the early periods of devdopmeant (wel intothe 19 century). Eagt Medway was acommunity of scattered fams
ageged in agriculture and cattle grazing. There weretwo mill Stes- saw and gristmills- during the early days one a
Boggesowe Pond and the other a& Rockville, where aamdl mill village evolved in the 18+ century, including a scythe
and edoe toal shop (1780) and acotton mill and machine shop (1818). Rockville continued to grow as an indudtrid center
with amal mills dong the river, the mog significant of which in the late 19 century was the Waites Fdt Mill. Thismill
wes leesed by the American Felt Company in 1899, which oparated here until 1911. (Today the mills are gonead the
Waites Mill Pak hes bean cregted in place of thismill to commemorate this part of Rockville's historica devdopmant.)
Industrid devdopment of the eerly to mid 19*-century led to the evolution of the village & Millis Certer (NRDIS), which
became the focus of indugtrid devdopment in Millis with the Stled BEdge Stamping and Retinning Plant (1889, MHC #40
NR), Hemman Soe (1896, MHC #128), ad later, the Cliquot Club Bottling company.

Higory of the Schod Sysem in Medway

Millis' schodl higtory began in Medfield in the late 16005 and wes carried on by the town of Medway from 1713 to 1885,
when Eagt Medway became Millis. 1n 1698 the town of Medfied appropriated 50 shillings for schooling of pupils on the
wes sde of the Charles River. Josgph Danids (some 19 century documeants spdled his neme "Danidl™) westhe
schodmegter in 1698, and was probably the first forma schodmadter. As such, he was soon replaced by Expaience
(Cook) Adams, amather of eight who hed schodled dudentsin her kitchen beforethis late | 7% -century date Peter
Adams (bef. 1632-ca.l690) settled on Union Streat as early as 1678 when this areawes part of Medfield. Heare, Adams
condructed ahouse (onthe Ste of 226-234 Union Stret, MHC #174); his son Pater Adams (1653-1723) married
Experience Cook, who is reported to have bean the first schodlteecher in the new sattlement, which ney refer to her
teaching of children in her kitchen before Danids taught here Besides schoaling, the first town medting and the first
public worship were held a Peter and Experience Adams house following the incorporation of Medway in 1713,

In 1718, tharewas agrant of 10 shillings mede for aschod & "ye bat of the River." Thisreferred to thefirstschooling
in Rockville. However, it was nat until 1737 that discusson of the congtruction of schoolhouses began. Thetown of
Medway voted to build three schoolhousesin that yeer, dthough funds were not gppropriated; thereforeit is undear
whether dl three were built in 1737 or soon thereefter. The locations of the three were: Eagt Medway, located near Millis
Center; the Beartt, which was neer Rockville; and the New Grantt, referring to the westerly part of Medway. Thiswesthe
beginning of Medway's district schodl system, which by 1760 boegted five schools  Eadt Parish wes #1; Bent wes #2; the
Neck (north of Millis Center) was #3; New Grat wes #4; and the northern part of the New Grant (northwest Medway)
was #5. A sixth schod was added in 1769 near the county line betweaen Norfolk and Middlesex County.

(continued)
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Schodhouse #2 a the Bent, was located a the corner of Village Street and Acorn Street, west of the ocation of the Ellice
Schoal. Over the next sevard decades the village of Rockville emerged dong Fessant Streat south of Village Sreat
(dso known as the road to Mendon).

In 1849, Medway decided to build anew schoolhouse in Digtrict #1 (Millis Center). A committee of saven prominent
citizens of Eagt Medway bought a piece of land on the tumpike (now Main Street) and built the large two-room
schodhouse - later known as the Adams Schod (demalished ca 1935). In the same year, the town replaced the old Bant
schodhouse (District #2) with anew schoolhouse a anew location, southeedt of the first Digtrict #2. The new
schoolhouse wes only referred to as Didtrict #2, not as the Bant School. The y4-acre pared on which the new schodhouse
ws built wes (and is) located on Flessant Street just south of Village Strest. This Digtrict Schoadl #2 eventudly became
known as the Ellice School, named for John Ellice an early settler of the Rockville areaof Medway (later Millis). 1n 1348
afeeof $35 wes pad to acquire the land by the inhabitants of Schod Didtrict #2 to Sanecaand Nancy Barber. In the ded
(recorded February 21, 1849) the Barbers regtricted the use of the land to a"site on which to erect aschodhouse, for a
common school, or other literary ingtitution." The Barbers desoanded from one of the town's founders, George Barber.
The family homestead in Rockville descended to John Barber, who hed agristmill, dam, and water privileges on the
Chales River. Captain SenecaBarber (b. 1770) hed married Nancy Boyden in 1797 and settled in Rockville on the west
dde of Hessat Sredt south of this land. Barber's land sretched dong Flessant Strest and surrounded the yd-aore
schoolhouse parcd.

By 1851, therewere eight schodl digtrictsin Medway, of which threewere in Eagt Medway. These three were Didtrict #1
a Millis Canter, Digtrict #2 & Rockville, and District #3 on Orchard Strest west of Ridge Strest. Town reports for eech
year indicated which age (Primary and Intermediate) sudents attended each schooal, listed the number of sudentsin eech
school, number of teachers, and number of wesks in which the schod wes in sesson. The sodosconomic trends tended to
have an impact on the suooess of the schodls Some reports daimed that attendance wias poor during some sessons
because sudents hed to gay home to work, particularly the boys during the spring and summer sessons Throughout
much of the 18805 Didtrict #2 aurpassed other schodls in sudies and good order. Much of the suooessof this school
throughout the late 1850s to 1865 wiss attributed to the teecher. MissBesy L. Adams  In some sessions there were two
teachers a the Didtrict #2 schodl - one regular teecher and one assigant. Thistrend wes only intermittent. In 1865, it wes
noted thet the schod was "degply afflicted” by the loss of the excdlent teecher (Miss Adams).

Mog digtrict schodls hed both primary and intermediate-leve sudents, dthough there were some that only hed primary or
gamma schod pupils. At the District #2 school the educationd level was "mixed," meaning that both primary and
intermediate Sudentswere taught here. 1n 1865, towns were notified that they would lose some of their gate funding
from the Massachusatts Schod Fund unless they meintained ahigh schodl for al students who wanted to attend. Up to
thistime, Medway hed only provided public education through the intermediate leve (equivdent to eighth grade today).
When the high school was added in the late 18705 it became the ninth schod in Medway, and it wes located in West
Medway.

(continued)
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In 1869-1870, adl eght Medway schodls were gopraised. Nearly al st on ay4-aore parcd and hed doves, chairs, settees
benches and supplies such as aglobe, books and mgps At thet time, the vauation of District #2 wes $1,575, which was
in the middle range, with three vaued aoove Didtrict #2, ane the same, and three under.  Items that mede up the gopraisd
a #2 induded two goves, afunnd and cod hood, three armchairs, two settees, two benches adock, aglobe, books, a
table, maps and a bdll.

Ore of the paymants medein 1871 wes for afence endosing the schoolyard. A condition of the schodhouse desd (1848-
49) was that the town hed to eret afence around the schodl and maintain it a al times. In 1871, the town paid $2044 to
Horace Twichdll for building afence a the school. Twichell hed purchesad the adjacent housdat to the south in 1850
from SanecaBarber and hed built the modest Gresk Revivd house there by 1858, The fence between his property and the
school dong the south side of the schoolhouse 1ot is probably the fence that he built congigting of granite podts (extant)
and apicket fence as shown in higtoric photographs. Twichell's farmhouse pessed to E. A. Jones who sold to Edwin
Waites father in the late 1880s  Edwin Waite (b. 1886) atended the schodl in the 1890s eventudly built the ca 1920
Arts ad Crafts house on the north dde of the schoolhouse lot, and sent his children to the Ellice Schod dso.

Phatogrgohs and ord higtories come from this family.

Throughout the next decade, each schoal was discussed in the Annual Schodl Report noting repairs, painting, and cogt of
heeting, as well as progress of the sudents and sdlaies paid to teechers By 1879, the Annua Report noted thet the
enrollment of Digtrict #2 wes back up to 60 students, which meart that an assigant teeche was again nesded to hdp the
ore regular teecher & the school. The report for 1881 noted that "the schodl in Rockville isin very good condition, ad it
isgratifying to observe the progress the children are making, and the good order kept in the school-room.” The Annud
Schod Report for 1833 indicated anesd to enlarge the District #2 school. It was reported that the sudents enrolled were
"of mixed grade™ tha this schod hdd the largest number of pupilsin any one room in the town, and that ane=d for
making "two departments of this school hes bean under congideration and left with a subcommittee to determine” In the
next yeer it wes reported that 69 sudents were enrolled a Didtrict #2, of which 42 were between the ages of eght ad
fourteen years however the average attendance was only 38. Thiswes the ed of reports on Digtrict #2 induded in the
Medway town reports. All Medway reports indicate thet the Didtrict #2 wes aoneroom schoolhouse

Higory of Millis Schod Sysem

When Millis sgparated from Medway and became incorporated in 1885, it hed three schodls, the Adams Schod (the old
Didrict #1, no longer extant) a the center, located on Main Strest where the presant Police and Fre Station (901 Main
Stregt, MHC #272) is Stuated; the Danids Schodl (Digtrict #3, no longer extant) on Orchard Sret west of Ridge Strest;
and the Ellice Schod (District #2) on Fleesant Strest. There were atotd of 125 students, with 64 attending the two-room
Adams Schodl, 19 atending Danids, and 42 a the Ellice Schodl. Three mambaswere gppointed to thefirst schoal
committee in 1885. One of the early tasks of the committee wes to name the schools Namesof prominent higtorica
figures were dected: Adams recdled the location of the first public schodl in the home of Desocon Pater Adams ad his
wife. Experience who was the first schodlteacher; Danids honored Josgph Danidl who wis the first schodmiegter on this

(continued)
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dde of the river (1698), dbeit for ashort time, who owned land dong Boggastow Brook and whose ancestors esteblished
agmdl fund for this Digtrict #3 school; and Ellice recdled John Ellice (d. 1716), who was ane of the early settlers of the
Rockville area and who lived on the old Mendon Raoed (how Village Street) near the FHeasant Streat intersection. As
noted above, he was part of a committee that negotiated with John of Boggastow, aNative American, for the purchese of
land west of the Charles Riverin 1672. Members of the Ellice (later gpdled Ellis) family havelived in Rockville for the
pest 230 years, and one mambea of the family taught in District #2 in the 1860s  In addition, the Waiteswho lived on
bath sdes of the schod were desoended from John Ellice (now Ellis). In Millis' Seoond Annua Report (1886-1887) it
was nated thet the nemes chosen for each of the schodls (Adams, Danids, and Ellice), honoring historica figuresof the
town, were well received.

At thetime of the establishment of the schod committee, four teechers were engeged to teech with one in eech dassoom
(two a the Adams Schodl). In thefirst year 1885-1886, MissLella S Taylor taught 42 pupilsfor 35 weks a the Ellice
Schoal. It dso was noted in the school committee report of 1836 thet the devadtating fire destroying the factories of
Rockville led to unemployment of many of the inhabitants of the village who then moved, decreasing the nunbas inthis
schodl subgantidly. In the Fourth Annua Report of the Schod Committeg, it was recommended thet the town begin
planning for the "resedting of the Ellice Schoadl-room," due to the worn condition of the desksand chairs. Thesare plea
wes reiterated in 1895-1896 and it was anather 10 years before the plea weas ansvered with new desks

Some improvements were mede to the schoolroom at the Ellice Schodl in 1888, and in the Severth Annua Report (1891-
1892) it wes noted that Ellice and Danid schoolhousss weere of a size and convenience quiitable to "the present ad
progpective nesds” but that the Adams Schoal was in need of enlargement. Both the 184 and 1896 Annud Schod
Reports noted thet the Ellice Schoaol wias in nesd of paint and re-roofing; otherwise, the schodhouse wes in"fair
condition." It continued to sarve primary and intermediate gradeswith 34 attending a that time.

Overdl changesin the Millis schod sysem mede their impact on the history of the Ellice Schoaol. During the 18905 there
were discussons of the merits of un-graded veraus greded sysems as well as gppropriate dass Sze pa teecher (not to
exosed 50 in intermediate levels but no mare than 10 or 12 for primary ingtruction). In 1897-1898, primary ad
intermediate grades indluded first through fifth. Sixth weas added in 1898 due to changesin grade classification, which
was about the time that Millis was moving towards acentrd sysem. Condderation of a centrdized sygem led to
discussons of the gppropriate grade mix in eech schoadl - whether it should be six and six (Grede 1:6 in one building, ad
Grades 7-12 in another) or four, four, and four (Primary, Intermediate, and High Schoals in three separate facilities).

In 1892, the town of Millis hed purchesad the land on the south side of Main Stregt opposite the Adams Schod on which
to build asscondary school; however, congruction of the Memorid Schod (900 Main Stregt, MHC #73) - now the
Veerans Memorid Building (Town Hall) - did not teke place until 1913. At the time of incorporation and for & leest the
next decade, Millis high schod sudentstraveled to Medway, and afeefor their attendance wes paid by Millisto
Medway. There was an atempt to consolidate the lower dassesin 1896 by adding aschod & the Grange Hall for
primary sudatsonly and closing the Danids Schoal, thus having mogt sudents atend schodl &t the center. The only
exceptions were those attending the Ellice Schod in Rockville.

(continued)
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This new sygem did not work well due to overcrowding a the center schools, and the Danids Schod wes reopened, only
to burn to the ground in Decamber 1896. 1n 1897-1898, the Adams schod was expanded and in 1905 the Grange School
wes enlarged to accommodate an ever-increesing population of primary levd children. The 1913 Memorid Schodl (900
Main Stret, MHC #73) was afive-roombrick building, with itsmain entrancesin the Main Stret devation. It housd
junior high schod sudentsa first. The building was enlarged in 1922-1923 and then subgtantidly expanded in 1931,
resulting in nine new dassrooms, alibrary, and an auditorium, as well as the reorientation of the new Millis High Schodl
(es the name plague over the new front entrance gated) to face Pak Road. The new Junior and Senior High Schod
opened in November 1931, and houssd grammar sudentsas well. The Ellice Schod did not reopen in Septembar 1931,
following itslegt dassin June 1931. Students went to the Adams Schod until the centrdization of the Millis schodl
sygem. The Adams School was demolished soon theresfter (ca 1935), and the Ellice Schodl remeined vacant exoept
during the Depresson and World Wer |1, when loca women sawed for the poor and mede bendeges here. It is reported
thet the ged from the furnace that was in the besament was removed for the wer effort.

In 1954, the town built the Clyde F. Brown Elementary School. The Junior High and High Schoal continued to be housd
in the Memoarid Building - Millis High Schoal, until new schodl facilitiesthat were goproved a Town Medting in 1968
were built on Flain Sret in 1960. In the late 19705 Millis converted its Junior High Schoal to Middle Schoadl, remaining
on the same 19680 Plain Sret campus. After the Memoria Building wes vacated by the Junior High and Senior High
School gudents, the building was used for various demeantary schodl dasses when nesded, due to large dass szes or
other congtruction projects a the Brown Elementary School. This 19131931 schod building remeined vecant for a
number of yearsuntil converted to its presant use as town offices.

Evolution of Ellice School

Alterationsto the Ellice Schodhouse and reorganization of goece are reveded through school committee and
upgintendant reports, ord higtories, historic photogrgphs, and physca evidence. The interior goece was re-organized
into two dassrooms, and fenestration patterns changed more than once. The only mention of a nesd for an addition
occurred in the 1833 Medway School Report - the year before the school pessad to the town of Millis- where it was
noted that expansion of the schoadl was necessary. However there is no evidence that expandgon occurred beyond the
origind wdlsof the schoolhouse A journa (transcribed by Francis Donovan) of amid 19*-century sudent. Philander
Augudus Gay, hoted that the schoal, when built, was about 50 feet long. (His estimate of the width wes 25 feet, whichis
10 feet short; there is no evidence thet the building wes widened.)

The lack of a mention of an addition in the first decades leeds ane to bdieve that the entire building wes condructed in
1849, comprising a 35 foot wide building by 52 feet, 4 inches in length, of which a39 foot section is onagranite block
foundation, and 12 feet on brick with a1 foot, 4 inch granite corner block (extending beyond the brick foundation)
carrying the two front cormner pogtsof the building. The front 13 feet section of the building that is on the brick foundation
isove acrawl soece, unlike the rest of the building that rests on afoundation of granite block over afull cdlar. Reesas
for the dhange in foundation could be rdated to encountering ledge in the excavation that required adhengein planor a
different foundation for the coatroomyentrance as a sscondary goece, or away in which to save time

(continued)
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and money. (Evidence pointing towards an addition is that the comice and fasciaboards breek in line with the brick
foundation, indicating that the brick section mey have bean congructed separatdy; however, there are no records found
that documeant an addition, and ord tradition Sates that the schoolhouse exterior dimensions have not dhanged)

Historic photographs raise mare quandaries ebout the timing of some dhangesin fenedtration. The earliest known
photogrgph isdated 1892 by Edwin Waite's family, showing the brick foundation and afour-bay facede (eest devation)
with three windows and one entrance. The entrance door wes in the fourth bay - on the north end of the eest devation.
This photograph isowned by the family of Edwin Waite, who attended schodl harefrom ca. 1892to ca 1898. Photo #6.
However, there is same quedtion about the date of this photogrgph because the interior plan would meke more sarseif this
photogragph wes taken between 1904 and 1915, after the partition between one of the sde hdls and the front amdl gove—
recitation room wes removed and before the entrances were moved to the Sdesof the building. In addition, thetal trees
behind the low gonewall (dong the rear Iot ling) saan in the 1901 photogrgph (Photo #5) and nat seenin the Waite
photogragph or later phatographs of 1920 (Photo #s 7 & 8) could not have grown to their 1901 5ze in nineyears - from
18R to 1901 if Phato#6 istruly from 1892. Itismorelikely that mog of this line of trees was removed soon after 1901.

The documented changes are the addition or the removd of one of the entrance doors in the main gable-front facade, ad
later the rlocation of the entrancesto the 9de devations in 1915 and the reconfiguration of the interior goece In oite of
the Waite family documentation showing adiagram and photogrgph of the schoal in 1892, itislikely that the first
iteration of the schod had two entrances in the main feBade, eech entering ahdl/coatroom dong the north and south Sdes
of the building. When the partition between the south hal and the amdl stove'recitation room in front of the building wes
removed in 1904 to enlarge the front room for use as a dassoom, itislikely that the door was removed ad replaced with
awindow. Besad onschod committee reports and interior physica evidence, the origind schod islikely to have hed
entrance vedtibules and coatrooms (over the brick foundation) in the front of the building, asmdl anteroom that extended
badk to the present reer wall of the front (eest) dassroom, and the large main dassroom including the goece of the present
middle entrance hdlsand the rear (west) dassoom behind. Mr. Waite's description recorded by his granddaughter when
de wes afifth grade sudent shows two hdls/coatrooms lining the front section of the north and south walls and flanking
agmdl front room in which there was agove He destribed alarge dassroom behind with doors between the dassroom
and eech of the hdls.

In the Medway reports and the early Millis Schod reports the Ellice schoolhouse weas dways referred to as only ane
schoolroom. Thefirst mention of morethan one room in the Ellice Schod isin Millis' Fifteenth Annud Report of 1899
1900, when arequest was mede for anew furnace a the schoal. A plan was described in which it wes nated that "the
amdler room could be heated for the noon uee of the children without an additiond fire." Two yearslaer (1901-1902), a
modern cod dove was ingaled in the front of the dassoom and a wood dove & the rear of the room. At the same time,
anaw wood gove was ingdled in the smdler room "now usad by pupils during noon hour." By 1903, two teechers
taught &t the Ellice School, and the school committee naoted that afew dhangesin the arangemeant of the building would
meke it mare convenient for the pupils and the teechers. Thefirst known interior dhanges occurred in the following yeer

(continued)
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which was the removd of awall. The report dated "by the removd of one partition thus uniting ane entry with the
recitation room, aroom is mede quite well adle to contain 36 childrenin the first four grades The reference to one
partition uniting one entry supports Mr. Waites description of hdlsflankingthe smdl room in which therewas agove in
Mr. Waites time, and which wes referred to a"recitation room™ in the 1904 account. Itislikely that the south entrance
hdl/coatroom wes incorporated into the smdl room a the front of the building to convert the building into a two-room
schoolhouse

At thistime in 1904, the schod enrolled gudantsin Grades | through 6. In this same yeer, the old outhouse (location
unknown) was removed and "new subgtantia well aranged dosats erected.”  These new outhouseswere atached to the
reer of the building, and the exit doors in the west dassoom led to covered porches and to the outhouse on the dde of the
porch - the ane on the north (right) Sde for the boys and the other for the girls. The horizonta multilight windowsin the
reer (west) wall of the schodlhouse directly above the outhouses mey have bean placed herefor additiond light and
ventilation, as was cdled for in the 1906 report. Additional money gppropriated in thet year was mede available and used
to dter and repair the Ellice Schodl "for two new rooms and ventilation." Two yeears later, the eest dassoom, refarred to
a6 the "Primary Room," nesded anew floor. The oldfioorhed rotted due to having no cdlar under pat of it, as dated in
the Annud Report. Thesereferences indicate that the new room, cregted by removd of apartition, referred to the eest
room.

The other significant change that occurred at the Ellice Schoadl wes the reorientation of the entrances and the reduction of
the sze of therear (west) dassoom. Thisislikely to have occurred batween 1916 and 1920 (photograph date showing
new orientation). The 1915 Schod Committee annud report sated that the Ellice Schodl neaded paint or should be
shingled over loose dapboards to savefuel and add comfort. The choice was shingling, and a the same time fenedtration
dhanges occurred. The two doars in the gable-front falade were converted to windows (interior wood work confirms this
change); etranceswere added on each Sde (north and south devations) with the front two windows on the south Sde
shingled over ad the rear two windows on the north sde shingled over - this act provided more blackboard goecein eech
dassroom. Two new entrance hdls were cregted betwemn the two dassrooms misking the reer (west) dassoom smdler
than itsorigind size Thisdhangein dzeis confirmed by the location of the plaster medalion on the ceiling, which is not
cantered on the celling of the present room, but would have been cantered on alarger room that induded the presant
atrance hdl goeces

Future of the Ellice Schoohouse

The Ellice Schodhouse isthe only 19*-century Millis schodl remaining, and the only one that was aoneroom ad laer a
two-room schoolhousa It isthe only educationd resource extant to remind Millis residents of its early educationd
higtory. It began as aone-room schoohouse and wiss converted into a two-room schoolhouse by re-organizing interior
goeces The Ellice Schod hes been trandferred to the care of the Millis Historical Commission, which plans to devdop a
regoration plan and anticipates saeking CPA funding to asst in the building improvements. Subgtantid information
about the various iterations of the schodl is available and should be organized into an exhibition to generate support for
restoring the 1849 schoolhouse

(continued)
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Archaeodlogical Sgnificance

Since patterns of andient Native American sattlemeant in Millis are poorly underdood, any surviving Stes could be
dgnificant. Ancient sites located on the Ellis Schodl property may contribute important information relating to Native
stlement and subsgtence activitiesin the Challes River drainage, epedidly the leest-documented interior portion of thet
drainage. Native American Stes dong tributary sreamsand ponds of the Charles River may indude amdler Stes rdaed
on afunctiona and/or seesond bagiswith larger Stesand core arees dong the main drainege of the Charles River.
Anciet gtesin this areaimay represant agpedidized adgptation to specific resources and environmenta characterigtics
located in the uplands and wetlands to the north and west of the schodl.

Historic archaeologicd resources described above may contribute important information rdated to the evolution of a 19*
century one-room schodhouse inMillis, and itstransformation to atwo-room schoolhouse in 1905-1906. Higtoric
archaeologica resources may dso contribute information related to 19*-cantury educationd methods and techniquesin
Millis, and the socid, cultural, and economic cheracteridtics of Sudentsand their familiesin the Rockville ereaof Millis.

Additiond higtoricd research, combined with archaeologicd aurvey and testing, may locate the Sitesof bamns gables ad
outbuildings that may have bean located on the property during the 1849-1931 period of use for the school. Similar
testing mey d0 locate occupationd-rdated features (trash pits, privies, wells) located on the property during the same
period. Careful mapping of these sructures and festures may indicate how their internd configuration changed through
time, egpedidly as changes d<o occurred to the schoal building.

Additiond historica research, combined with archaeologicd testing of aress benesth and immediatdy surrounding the
schodl building, may contribute important evidence whether or not the schoal building wes enlarged beyond the origina
wals of the schodhousa  The schoal's foundation is mede of two different materids and two gructurdly different forms,
auggedtive of an addition; however, no documentation exigts to support such aconcluson. That part of the schodl usd

for dasroom gpece rets on agranite foundation over afull cdlar. That section of the building thet rests on a brick
foundation hes acrawl goace only. While higtoricd evidence contained in the 1883 Medway Schod Report (the schoal
waes then part of Medway) natesthat expansion of the schod was necessary, there are no known records that documat an
addition, and ord tradition gatesthat the schoolhousgs exterior dimensons have not changed.  Archaeologicd ressarch
may contribute important evidence to document that an addition hes or hes nat occurred.

Detaled andyss of the contents of occupationd-related features mey contribute important information rdated to the lives
of the sudents who atended the Ellis Schod and by extrgpalation their families and the generd Rockville area
population. Artifactsand macrofossil evidence from the contents of privies and wells may contribute important socid,
culturd, and economic evidence rdated to the sudents who atended the school. Similar evidence may dso contribute
evidence rdaed to the diet and pathologies that affected the dudentsand their families. Much of the information
destribed above may be rdated to the livesof factory workers and their families in Rockville, who comprised a mgor

(continued)



NPS Form 10-900-a OMB Approval No. 1024-0018
(8-86)

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet BLesihad

Millis (Norfolk), MA
Section number 8 Page 10

portion of the Ellis Schod dudent body. The former datement is supported by the fact thet following adevadaingfirein
1886 that destroyed the factories of Rockville, subsequent unemployment resulted in many of the village inhabitants
moving and the number of sudents at the schod decreesing dramaticdly.

Detailed andysis of the contents of occupationa-related festures may d<o contribute important evidence rdaed to the
higtory of education in Millis and the changing methods and techniques rdated to that educationd higtory. Artifacts
contained in occupationd-rdated features may contribute physica evidence of the curriculum usad at the schod and the
methods and techniques usad to teech that curriculum. The potentid for stratified depodts in occupationd-rdated
festures d=0 indicates the potentia to contribute evidence rdated to education and the livesof sudents over time, rather
than asynchronic view of the padt.

(end)



NPS Form 10-900-a OMB Approval No. 1024-0018
(8-86)

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet =G 1401)

Millis (Norfolk), MA
Section number 9 Page 1

MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES

Books

Coda Kdly. Raminiscences Millis- The Firg 100 Years Wayside Press  1985.

Jameson, Rev. EO. The Higtory of Medway. Mass 1713-1885. Higginson Book Comparty, Selem, Mass for Town of
Medway. 1836.

Atlasss/ Maps

1831 Hales, John G. Plan of Town of Medway in County ofNorfolk.

1852. Walling, Henry Francis. Map of the Town of Medway, Massachusetts.

1858. Walling, Henry Francis. Map of the County of Norfolk.

1876. Sherman, W. A. Atlas of Norfolk County, Massachusetts.

1888 Robinson, E. Atlas of Norfolk County. New York.

1909. Walker, Lithograph & Publishing Co. Atlas of thetowns of Needham, Dover, Westwood, Millis and
Medfield, Norfolk County, Massachusetts.

2000. Ainsworth, Gordon E. Assessors Map of Millis, Massachusetts.
Other Sources

Gay, Philander Augugtus. Journd telling of Ellice Schoal, transcribed by Francis Donovan. No date (rferences to
"his teechers' with namesof teechersknown to have taught in 1850s and 1860s)

Hindy Rosenfdd Collection. Ceses & Millis Town Hall. Photogrgphs, postcards reports, etc.

(continued)



NPS Form 10-900-a OMB Approval No. 1024-0018
(8-86)

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet Huoesdod

Millis (Norfolk), MA
Section number 9 Page 2

Historic Phatographs
18R (given to Hossy Waite Johnson by her father, Edwin Waite, who attended schoal in 1890s - date reported
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Ellice School Norfolk County, MA
Name of Property County and State

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of Property less than one acre

UTM References See continuation sheet. (Medfield Quad Map)
(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet)

1. 19 305139 4668608 S.Zone Easting Northing
Zone Easting Northing 19
2. 19 4. 19
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing

| | See continuation sheet

Verbal Boundary Description

(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.)

Boundary Justification
(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.)

11. Form Prepared By

nameftitle Gretchen G. Schuler, preservation consultant, with Betsy Friedberqg, MHC NR Director

organization Massachusetts Historical Commission date July 2010
street & number 220 Morrissev Boulevard telephone (617) 727-8470
city or town Boston state MA zip code 02125-3314

Additional Documentation
Submit the following items with the completed form:

Continuation Sheets

Maps
A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.
A sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.

Photographs

Representative black and white photographs of the property.

Additional items (Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)

Property Owner
(Complete this item at the request of the SHPO or FPO.)

name Town of Millis
street & number 900 Main Street telephone 508-376-7040

city ortown Millis state MA zip code 02054

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain a
benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 et seq ).

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response including the time for reviewing
instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect of
this form to the Chief, Administrative Services Division, National Park Service, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of
Management and Budget, Paperwork Reductions Project (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503.
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GEOGRAPHIC DATA
Verbd Boundarv Description
The boundary follows the lot linesof Parcd # 13 on AssessorsMap #43 and encomypesses the full VA acre of the parcd.
Boundarv Judtification
The boundary indudesthe entire parcd as it was defined in the deed of 1848 when the land was sold to the inhebitants of
Schod Didtrict #2 for the congtruction of a schoolhouse The boundary linesof the ot on which the Ellice Schod Sts
remain the same today.

(end)
Phatogr aphs
All phatographs, exogat historic photographs (#5 - #8) incdluded with this nomination were taken in June 2007 by
Gretchen G. Schuler, preservation consultant writing the nomination. Historic photographs #s 5, 7 & 8 weretaken by

Water Preoatt, and reproduced from glass negatives gored in paper desvesthat are marked with photograph date ad
ubject matter.

Photo # View
Ellice Schod Yi view of esst and south devations looking northwest
Ellice Schod rear devation looking north
Ellice Schodl - Front room frontwall of front room looking southeest
Ellice Schodl - Rear room badk wall of rear room looking northwest
Ellice Schod 1901 view of schodhouse - fafade and north sde
Ellice Schod ca 18R or ealy 20" C. view of fafade and north Sde
Ellice Schod 1920 view of schodhouse - feBede and north Sde

Ellice Schod 1920 view of schoolhouse - fafade and south 9de
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William Francis Galvin, Secretary of the Commonwealth
Massachusetts Historical Commission

August 5, 2010

Mr. J. Paul Loether

National Regiger of Higtoric Haces
Department of the Interior

Nationa Pak Service

1201 Eye Street, NW, 8" floor
Woashington, DC 20005

Dear Mr. Loether:
Endosed plessefind the following nomination form:
Ellice School, 185 Flessant Street, Millis (Norfolk), MA

The nomination hes bean voted dligible by the State Review Board and hes bean signed by the
Sae Higtoric Presarvation Officer. The owners of the property were notified of pending Siate
Review Board condgderation 30 to 45 days before the meeting and were afforded the opportunity
to comment.

Ore letter of support hes been received.

Sincerdy,

Betsy Friedberg
National Regiger Director
Massachusetts Historical Commission

enclosure

cC Gretdhen Sdhde, conaultant
Beth Krimmd, Millis Higtoricd Commisson
Dondd Hendon, Millis Boad of Sdedmen
Cahaine Madnnes Fanning Board Char

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, Massachusetts 02125
(617) 727-8470  Fax: (617) 727-5128
www. state, ma. us/sec/mhc
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BOARD OF SELECTMEN

March 15,2007

Betsy Friedberg

Massechusetts Historical Commission
220 Morrissey Blvd.

Boston, MA 02125-3314

Dear Ms. Friedberg,

This letter isto indicate support for National Regiser Nominations for the Oak Grove
Farm House and Ellice School. The Town of Millis would benefit greatly with these
listings; as it would enhance the importance of the structuresfor the resdents.

The Sdectmen would like to thank the Massachusetts Historica Commission for the hep
and advice given to the town through the Millis Historical Commission.

Sincerdy,

Jeffrey M. Hardin
Charman

CharlesV. Vecchi
Vice Charman

Andrea J. Wag
Clerk N

900 MAIN STREET - MILLIS, MASSACHUSETTS 02054
508-376-7040 - FAX 508-376-7053



