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The Morrison County Courthouse is situated on a one-block site immediately 
adjacent to the central business district of Little Falls, Minnesota. Executed 
in the Richardsonian Romanesque mode according to designs by architect C.A. Dunham, 
the building is constructed of creme-colored brick and grey granite. Both of 
these materials were obtained locally. Distinctive features of the design include 
an assymmetrical plan emphasized by complex rooflines, towers, decorative gables, 
polychromatic facade treatment, semicircular arched window and door openings, and 
an extensive use of stained glass.

The foundation is of granite. Granite is also used in the form of banding 
to emphasize storiation, sills, and lintels. The two principal entries employ 
arches framed in granite.

The dominant architectural element is a four story clock tower. It is square 
in plan and is surmounted by a pyramidal roof. The roof of the entire building 
retians original slate shingle sheathing.

On the interior, the courthouse provides facilities for county offices, 
penal system, courts, welfare department, and superintendent of schools. The 
courtroom and adjoining judge's chamber and jury room are located on the second 
floor* Woodwork throughout is of natural oak. (The interial structural system is 
also wood.) Each office and the courtroom has a fireplace with individually- 
designed mantle and decorative tile hearth. Floors in all offices and throughout 
the second level are of maple; the main floor foyer has flooring of octagonal 
ceramic tile. Original brass hardware has also been retained.

Little alteration has been made in the original courthouse building. Two 
annexes, however, have been placed at the rear of the block. These are linked 
to the main building by means of glass concourses. In this fashion the integrity 
of the original building has been preserved. The building continues to function 
as the county seat of government and is well maintained.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Constructed during the years 1890 - 1891, the Morrison County Courthouse 
represents a major effort on the part of the people of Morrison County to 
provide a substantial -- and impressive -- seat of government. The building 
replaced an inadequate frame building dating from 1869. It is a fine example 
of the Richardsonian Romanesque mode, a style particularly common in public 
architecture in the late nineteenth century. Noteworthy is the fact that it was 
constructed totally of local materials. Although threatened with replacement 
in the 1960's because it could no longer supply needs for increased office space, 
citizen concern responded with a proposal for the construction of annexes to the 
rear of the block, thereby insuring preservation of the old courthouse.
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