
.FORM -S - BUILDING 

MJCSACKUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
SO BOYLSTON STREET 
BOSTOII, MA 02116 

AREA 
DEC 2 6 1988  
FORM NO. 

1843 

Town VJorces t e r 

Address 570 Pleasant St ree t 

Historic Mane Helen Dodae Three-Decker 

Photo (3"x3" or 3"x5-, black and 
white) Indicate address of 
property on back of photo. 
Staple to left side of font. 

Sketch Map: Draw mp showing property's location 
in relation to nearest cross streets and/or 
geographical features. Indicate all buildings 
between inventoried property and nearest 
intersection(s). 
Indicate north 

See attached map, 

UTM REFERENCE 19/267210/4682820 

USGS QUADRANGLE Worcester North 

SCALE 1:25,000 

Use: Present r e s iden t i a l 

Original r e s i d e n t i a l 

DESCRIPTION 

ca. 1912 
Date 

Source Worces t e r House D i r e c t o r v 

Style E c l e c t i c Queen Anne Three -

Architect unknown 
Decker 

Exterior Hall Fabric wood clapboard and 

Outbuildings none 
sh ingle 

Major Alterations (with dates) "one 

Condition ^'^ry good 

Moved Date 

Acreage l^ss than 1/4 acr̂  

Setting E a r l y 2 0th cen tu ry , urban 

m u l t i - f a m i l v r e s i d e n t i a l 

neighborhood; i n a row of th ree -

deckers f a c i n g a park. 

Recorded by Michael S t e i n i t z 

Organization 

Date December 1988 



NATIONAL REGISTER CRHERIA STATFHENT ( i f applicable) 

The Helen Dodge Three-Decker possesses i n t e g r i t y of l o c a t i o n , design, s e t t i n g , 
m a t e r i a l s , workmanship, f e e l i n g and a s s o c i a t i o n . I t i s s i g n i f i c a n t as an 
unusual example of fashionable, middle-class three-decker housing b u i l t at a 
parkside l o c a t i o n on the c i t y ' s high status West Side. I t i s also a notably 
well-preserved and w e l l - d e t a i l e d example of e c l e c t i c , e a r l y 20th century 
l o c a l three-decker design. The Dodge Three-Decker thus meets c r i t e r a A and C 
of the National Register of K i s t o r i c Places on the l o c a l l e v e l . 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE Describe important architectural features and evaluate in terns of 
other buildings within the community. * 

A r c h i t e c t u r a l l y , 570 Pleasant Street i s the best preserved example of a group 
of ornate three-deckers b u i l t opposite Elm Park i n the e a r l y 20th century. 
E c l e c t i c i n design, the house i s unusually complex i n i t s massing. The main 
facade features an end bay ent r y w i t h a three t i e r porch w i t h s e m i - c i r c u l a r , 
arched openings on the f i r s t and second s t o r i e s , and s o l i d brackets i n the 
rectangular t h i r d t i e r opening. The porch i s flanked by a t h r e e - s t o r y 
p r o j e c t i n g square window bay. Mor unusual i s a second, l a r g e , square three-
story bay window that p r o j e c t s at an angle from the corner opposite the ent r y . 
A t h i r d , angled bay window p r o j e c t s from the side w a l l . A small f r o n t gable 
dormer and a side shed dormer add to the complexity of the b u i l d i n g ' s form. 
The house i s clad i n wood clapboard, w i t h shingle bands between the s t o r i e s . i 
Many of the bay windows have geometric p a t t e r n l i g h t s . 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE Explain the role owners played in local or state history and how the 
building relates to the development of the comaunity. 

B u i l t ca. 1912, the Dodge Three-Decker was part of the most westward extension 
of three-decker development i n t o Worcester's fashionable, high-status West 
Side r e s i d e n t i a l d i s t r i c t . Part of a group of s t y l i s h three-deckers b u i l t 
along the Pleasant Street e l e c t r i c s t r e e t c a r c o r r i d o r i n the e a r l y 2Gth 
century, the house a t t r a c t e d a d i s t i n c t l y middle-class, w h i t e - c o l l a r group 
of r e s i d e n t s . The f i r s t known owner of the house was Helen Dodge, and Mr. 
and Mrs. Edward Dodge resided here i n 1912. Tenants i n t h a t year included Mrs. 
Lucy Harrington and Eva Harrington. By 1920 the house was owned by Frank 
B u t l e r , a ( r e a l estate?) agent, who also owned 566 Pleasant Street and three 
ether c i t y b u i l d i n g s . Mrs. Frances B u t l e r resided at 570 Pleasant i n 1920. 
Other tenants i n that year included Harry Thompson and Edward V/arner, both 
c l e r k s . In 1930, the b u i l d i n g ' s owners Vv̂ ere the h e i r s of Leah B r u n e l l , who 
also owned a house nearby at 18 Abbott L-̂  t r e e t , as w e l l as two parcels of land 
i n the c i t y . Tenants i n 1930 included Harry Thompson, now employed as a 
manager; James McElhinney, a c l e r k ; N e l l i e Mahoney, a phone operator; Minnie 
Wrenn, a c l e r k ; and S h i r l e y Warner, a compositor. 
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Please refer to the map in the 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet 

for this property 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000305 


