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Towmn  VJorces ter

Address 570 Pleasant Street
Historicl\/laneHelen Dodae Three-Decker

U= Present residential
Original residential

DESCRIPTION

Date ca. 1912

Source Worces ter House Direct orv
Style Eclectic Queen Anne Three-

) Decker
Architect unknown

Exterior Hall Fabric wood clapboard and

Outbuildings none shingle

Maor Alterations (with dates) "one

Condition ~'~Ary good

Mosd Date
Acege I"ss than 1/4 ao

Setting Early 20th century, urban

multi-familv residential
neighborhood; in a row of three-
deckers facing a park.

Recorded by Michael Steinitz

QO gani zation
ate Decenber 1988



NATI ONAL REQ STER CRHERI A STATHENT (i f applicable)
The Hel en Dodge Three-Decker possesses integrity of location, design, setting,

materials, workmanship, feeling and association. |t i ssignificant as an
unusual exanple of fashionable, middle-class three-decker housing built at a
parkside location on thecity's high status Wst Side. |t i salso a notably

wel | -preserved and well-detailed exanple of eclectic, early 20th century
local three-decker design. The Dodge Three-Decker thus meets critera A andC
of theNational Register of Kistoric Places on thelocal level.

AHTECTURL. S QN HCGANCE  Descri be i nport ant archltectural features and evaluate interns of
other buildings within the community.

Architecturally, 570 Pleasant Street i sthe best preserved exanple of a group
of ornate three-deckers built opposite ElmPark i ntheearly 20th century.
Eclectic i ndesign, thehouse i sunusually complex i nits massing. The main
facade features an end bay entry with a three tier porch with sem -circular,
arched openings on thefirst and second stories, and solid brackets i n the
rectangular third tier opening. The porch i sflanked by a three-story

projecting square wi ndow bay. Mor unusual i sa second, |arge, square three-
story bay wi ndow that projects at an angle from t hecorner opposite theentry.
A third, angled bay wi ndow projects from theside wall. A small front gable

dormer and a side shed dormer addtothecomplexity of thebuilding's form
The house i sclad i nwood clapboard, with shingle bands between thestories. i
Many of t hebay wi ndows have geometric pattern |ights.

HSTARCAL SGNHCMNE Explain the role owners played in local or state history ad howthe
building relates to the devel opnent of the conaunity.

Built ca. 1912, t heDodge Three-Decker was part of t henost westward extension
of three-decker development into Worcester's fashionable, high-status West
Side residential district. Part of a group of stylish three-deckers huilt
along t hePleasant Street electric streetcar corridor i n theearly 2Gh
century, thehouse attracted a distinctly middle-class, white-collar group

of residents. The first known owner of t hehouse was Hel en Dodge, and M.

and Ms. Edward Dodge resided here i n1912. Tenants i nthat year included Ms.
Lucy Harrington and Eva Harrington. By 1920 t hehouse was owned by Frank
Butler, a (real estate?) agent, who also owned 566 Pleasant Street and three
ether city buildings. M s. Frances Butler resided at 570 Pleasant i n 1920.
Other tenants i nthat year included Harry Thonpson and Edward V/arner, both
clerks. | n 1930, thebuilding's owners Were t heheirs of Leah Brunell, who

al so owned a house nearby at 18 Abbott I“treet, as well as twoparcels of land
in thecity. Tenants i n1930 included Harry Thonpson, now enployed as a
manager; Janes McEl hinney, a clerk; Nellie Mhoney, a phone operator; M nnie
Wenn, a clerk; and Shirley Warner, a compositor.

Bl BLI G3RAPHY and/ or REFERENCES
Worcester Directory, Worcester House Directory, 1912, 1920, 1930.
L.J. Richards, Atlas of the City of Worcester, 1911, 1922.
J. Callahan et al ., Worcester Three-Decker Survey, 1981.
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