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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Fort Washington (no visible remains) consisted of a log stockade 
erected during the late summer of 1868 enclosing the 1861 Quick homestead 
cabin and the 186? frame replacement structure. The fort wall stood approx­ 
imately eight feet high and consisted of pairs of posts spaced one to two 
feet apart inserted into the ground at ten to twelve foot intervals and 
then filled with logs to form a wall. This heavy log stockade, enclosing 
the Quick dwellings and a rather large well, amounted to a total enclosure 
of something over an acre of land.

The existing Quick house was built by Benjamin Quick in 1885 utilizing 
native stone from the surrounding homestead. The house is in the Gothic 
tradition with Germanic influence and through its classic simplicity of 
design reflects a spirit of stoic elegance.

The structure is a two story dwelling, rectangular in plan and includes 
a rear wing and a substantial matching stone out building at it*s rear. 
The north and east walls are of rock faced coursed cut stone, while the 
south and west walls are of rusticated coursed cut stone and all are set 
with common bond.

The shingled roof includes a center gable with wood frieze while the 
high end gables are without trim. Brick chimney stacks are at either end 
of the roof line and are of common design. T"ie rear wing gable is offset 
to the right with an extension to the left main wall with the kitchen 
chimney centered in the extension slope. The eaves are masked with cornice 
fascia and the trim is forest green throughout.

The tall main story windows are double hung sash in design with cut 
stone lugsiles with one piece arch shaped cut stone lintels which include 
a simulated key stone.

The main entrance is centered on the main facade with the center gable 
protruding overhead on a railed balcony.

The recessed, blind door is of two panel construction and is topped 
with a arch shaped cut stone lintel matching the windows. The door opens 
onto a small portico with four diminishing, square, one piece, native stone 
pillars capped with red stone. These pillars support a frame balcony with 
an identical door opening under the center gable vmich, in turn, is elegantly 
supported by four turned wood pillars.

The upper story windows are less elongated but are of identical design 
and are equipped with common wood shutters.

The rectangular stone out building is identical in design to the main 
dwelling; it reflects total harmony with the overall architectural theme.

The yard is fenced with matching cut stone and shaded by massive 
cottonwoods which are clustered on the banks of West Plum Creek.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Benjamin ^uick, a Douglas County 59 1 ©**, settled along '.est Plum Creek 
in 1861, building a log dwelling and beginning a successful ranching 
operation which gained the admiration of the other pioneers of the valley.

Mr, Quick soon set a reputation as a true civic leader by contributing 
to the welfare of the valley in ways such as building and funding the 
first school from his personal resources and even paying the teacher's 
salary.

During the summer of 1868 marauding bands of Cheyenne and Arapahoe's 
began a series of raids along the Plum Creek divide; each day brought news 
of more settlers being terrorized and more stock being driven off. Since 
the organized Colorado regiments were involved in long term Indian camp­ 
aigns to the east of the valley, the ranchers were left to their own 
defense.

Fearful for their lives, the settlers erected several forts in the area- 
among them Fort Washington which was located on Quick's Homestead and 
became a strong point defense for the entire West Plum Creek Valley, 
Rifles were secured from the state and all able-bodied, men formed themselves 
into a cavalry company with John Koontz as their Captain.,

Many of the settlers had Civil War experience and therefore set up 
very effective scouting and patrolling procedures which did much to control 
the Indian trouble in the area. On at least one occasion the entire popu­ 
lation of the valley "forted up" at Fort Washington for over two months 
while their homes and ranches were being raided. f

Although built after the 1868 Indian tfars, the Quick mansion now 
standing is a fitting tribute to the man and his fort. For years it has 
been a show place of Douglas County and is a delightful representative 
of Douglas County stone architecture for the period.
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