





8. Significance Lynn Realty Campany Building #2, 672-680 Washington Street, Lynn

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below
prehistoric archeology-prehistoric community planning landscape architecture religion
1400-1499 archeology-historic conservation law science
1500-1599 Nagriculture economics literature sculpture
1600-1699 i>architecture education military social/
1700-1799 art engineering music humanitarian
1800-1899 commerce exploration/settlement philosophy theater

_X_1900- communications industry ,  .politics/government transportation

invention _X_other (specify)
P Gommuni ty Devel opnent
Specific dates 1902 Bui I der/Architect Henry W Rogers

Statenent of Significance (inone paragraph)

The Lynn Real ty Gonpany Buil ding #2 possesses integrity of |ocation, design, materials,

and sett|n? as wel | ashistorical association with Lynn's industrial era. As oneof a

handful of.extant downtown buildings representing thecity's mgjor inaustry,tne
building neets criteria Aaid Cof the National Register of Historic Places.

Built as Building #2 of the Lynn Realty Conpany, this factorK was ?1' anned during the
construction of Building #1 (190 Broad Street; nowgone) with which i t shared steam and
electric plants. The building was designed by Henry Rogers, iGound .ves broken in

March of 1902 for the building, ™Aiich the L) nm Busi ness Magazi ne, predicted "will be the:

| argest and best appointed (factory) in Lynn and one of the best inthe county". Al though
equi Pped with steampower as a back-u,o, i twas the first factory in Lynn to be operated
by electricity. Thefactory was conpleted in Cctober of 1902 and by Decenfber was
entirely rented. Anongthe first tenants was the firm of Young, Sanpson and Hbllis
counter manufacturers. Unlike Building #1, noeffort was nade to decorate the building's
exterior, except for the use of yellow and gray bricks inthe wndowarches. |tssevere
desi gn seens to have established a precedent which was followed in subsequent factories

in the area (such as the Vanp Building at Liberty Square and #264, 278, 282 Broad Street).

The large scale andutilitariandesign of the Lynn Realty Gonpany Bui |l dng #2 typifies
that of nany other shoe factories built inthe Broad Street area inthe early 20th
century.  After the opening of the Eastern Railroad through Central Square I n 1838,
Lynn's central business district, including the Broad Street District, outstripped

other village centers inthe Ci% and energed as the |eading nmanufacturing and com
mercial center by the 1850's. e area' s positionwas strengthened by the enor nous
growth of shoe manufacturing during the Civil Vir andthe 1870's. By the 1880's,
uncontrolled growh of the central btisiness district hadled to its dense devel oprent
wi t h wood-frane buildings andrelatively few brick blocks, sothat when a fire broke

out at the corner of Blake and WI I ow Streets on Novenber 26, 1889, i t spread guickly,
destroying 338 structures in anarea of 30acres. Anong the occupants of the destroyed
bui | di ngs were 162 shoenaking and | eather firms with atotal enploynent of nore than
7,000 people. Wthin the Broad Street District, the fire destroyed al | buildings and was
halted onthe northeast by the dynamting of wood-frane buildings onthe siteo

168- 172 Broad Street (#1%. On the south, the fire was stopped by the waterfront and on
the southwest by firefighting equiprment at the Central Fire Station (derolished) on

Li berty Sguare.

P ans for the rebuilding of the viiole area reportedly began before the ashes had cool ed
(Lynn Cit%/ Iten) and were narked by a strong sense of coomunity pride, fosteredi n

part bythe Itemwhich illustrated nore than 48 buil ding pl ans between March 1890 and
Qctober 1892 Goming at atime of prosperity for local industry, the fire offered

the opportunity to nodernize factories andto re-organize land usewithin the central
business district. Inthe rebuilding, comercial interests becane consolidated around
Central Square and Exchange Streets, while two manufacturing districts energed, a small
area around. Alnont and Mil berry Streets galtered) anda larger area around Broad Street.
For the most part, newbuildings were of brick mll construction andwere built free-
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10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property 25,73.3 Square Feet
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Verbal boundary description and justification
The nominated property includes only the lot on which the building stands; this lot

is identified on Lynn Assessors Mg 18 (scale 1"=80') as parcel #31 of Block #590.
List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries

state N/A code county code

state code county code

11. Form Prepared By

namefite Candace Jenkins, Registration Director with Carolyn J. Law, Planner
oganiztion Massachusetts Historical Commisson de Januaryj 1983
street & number 294 Washington Street telephone 617  727-8470

city or town Boston state MA

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification

The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

national state N local

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-
665), | hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated
according to t~ criteria and procedures set forth by. the National Park Service.

State Historic Preservation Officer signature

tile State Historic Preservation Officer. Massachusetts Historif§¥
For NPS use only Commiss ion
I hereby certify that this*roperty is included in the National Register
Bntered In tha
National HogdefeH- date

f£eper of the National Register

Attest: date
Chief of Registration



n n Fonn 10400-1 OMB Na 1034-0018

(M2) Exp. 10-31-84

United States Department offthe Interior NNy AN

National Park Service ARIt(IN e «iN

National Register of Historic Places AN

Inventory—Nomination Form 03330 5§

Continuation shest Lynn Realty Co. Building Itemnumber  a. Poe -
Lynn, MA

standing, surrounded by 20'-30" wide alleys. Mst buildings were equipped with nmetal fire
shutters, interior fire walls, fire alarnms and water sprinklers.' Local architects, such
as Henry Rogers and |Vheeler 8§ Northend, were inportant tothe rebuilding designing nearly
all of the area's sinple Ronanesque Revival and Panel Brick style factory facades.

After aninitial burst of activity between 1890 and 1893, construction in the Broad Street
Ar ea slowed until the beginning of the 20th century when the rapid expansion of the shoe
industry led tothe construction of large rental factories bythe Lynn Realty Conpany.
Formed by | ocal businessmen, including |ocal builder andreal estate speculator, Edward
Strout, the Lynn Realty (onpany |eased industrial space under agreenments by which excess
rental incone (above fixed costs) wasrefunded t otenants. 1 n1901, the conpany built t he
first of itsmajor factories, designed by Henry Rogers, at 190Broad Street. Built
together with aboiler plant iNiich could provide power for three buildings of its size,

190 Broad was qui ckly occupi ed by shoe-counter nanufacturers, whose denand for space
outgrew the building within one year of itsconpletion. Theconstruction of Lynn Realty's
Bui lding #2 followed Building #1 within ayear. Architectural elenments of the Ronanesque
Revival style which had been evident in Building #1 were abandoned in Building #2in favor
gf_ Ia:jymre utilitarian exterior vAiich was used in al | subsequent Lynn Realty GConpany

ui l dings.

Acertified rehabilitation, following the Secretary of the Interior's standards, has
recently been completed, converting theformer industrial building t oapartnents.



Lynn Realty Co, Building #2
672-680 Washington Street
Lynn, Massachusetts
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Lynn Office of Econonnic Developnnent
598 Essex Street Lynn MA 01901 (617) 592-2361 / 581-9651 RoDert A Baker Executive Director

January 4, 1983 ,

Ms. Candace Jenkins

Registration Director : ¥ e ... ¢
Massachusetts Historical Comm ssion I

Commonweal th of Massachusetts , -

Office of theSecretary of State

294 WAshington Street

Boston, Massachusetts 02108

Dear Candace,

The Lynn Econom ¢ Devel opment | ndustrial Corporation understands and
supports the Massachusetts Historic Commission's overall review of the
Broad St. Historic District's designation i nlight of last year's

tragic fire. However, since t heVanp Building, 3-15 Liberty Square,
Union St. and 601 Washington St. has been totally restored byt he
Crowninshield Corporation toits renovated pre-fire condition, we would
like that structure individually considered before any decision torevoke
the district's designation considered procedurally. The sanme holds true
for theDaley Drug Building at 672-680 Washington St. which was
mnimally affected by theconflagration and ostensibly did not havet o
substantially alter itsexterior.

Since thedeveloper's syndication has already been represented to the
investment community predicated on thedistrict's historic status, we
strongly believe that thefiscal integrity of their arrangenment be

protected as they have dutifully conplied with all of theLynn EED.I1.C s
pre-requisites. I nfact, they have pledged an additional $20,000 towards

a capital fund with thecity whose proceeds will be deployed t oaesthetically
soften thebuilding entrance fromthe Lynnway (i.e. small plaza).

Finally, theonly structure left standing i nthedistrict which merits

your attention i s210 Broad St. which i soccupied by Chanmpion Die and i s
owned by a realty trust. Vhile this building presently hasindustrial
occupants, itsearly 1900 architecture symbolizes theerain whichthe

| arge, now non-existent wharf facilities were constructed by Lynn Realty Trust.

| hope you carefully weigh your determnation as thelLynn EDI.C has
the greatest respect for historicpreservation of multi-story structures
strategically situated in Lynn's central business district. Thank you for
allowing us toexpress our point of view as property owners.

Sincer-ely,/ -

Robert A Baker
Executive Director

RAB/ ds '
cC: Joe Saunders
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MASS. HIST. COMMVC February 1, 1983

M. Val erie Tal nage

Acting State Historic Preservation Officer
Acting Executive Director

Massachusetts Historical Gommssion

294 \Mshi ngton Street

Bost on, M\ 02108

Dear M. Tal nage:

Responding to your letter of Decener 29, 1982, | amwritingi n
support of the delisting of the Broad Street Historic Districtin
Lynn and concurrent individual listings of the \anp Building at

3-15 Liberty Square, the Lynn Realty Gonpany Buil ding #2 at

672-680 Véshington Street and the Tapley Building at 206 Broad Street.

It isunfortunate that the Broad Street Historic District was
virtually dismantled in Lynn's devastating fire of Novenier, 1981.
However, since that time 1 t has becone necessary for the Gtyto
reassess priorities in the Downtown/ Véterfront and t o define renewed
goals for historic preservation. Listing the threebuildings
referenced above t othe National Register would be aninstrunmental
achi everment toward assisting the people of Lynn reestablish those
goal s.

As such, the Gty of Lynn and this office extend their full support
and cooperation through the acconplishnment of this inportant matter.
Pl ease do not hesitatetocontact ne | f | can be of further assistance,

Very sincerely yours.

Eward T.
Executive Director



COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS
1111l m | Office of the Secretary of State

MASSACHUSETTS 294 Washingtonh Street
Boston, Massachusetts
HISTORICAL 02108 MICHAEL JOSEPH CONNOLLY
COMMISSION 617-727-8470 Secretacy of-State

February 2n, 1983

Carol Shull, Chief

National Register of Historic Places
National Park Service

Department of the Interior
Washington, D.C. 20243

Dear Ms. Shull:

Encl osed vouwill find apetition, iointly sponsored by the
Massachusetts Historical Comm ssion andtheCitv of Lvnn, t o
renove t heBroad Street Historic District from theNational
Regi ster of Historic Places. Listed on Decenber 2, 1980,
this district was substantially destroyed bvamior fire on
Novenber 28, 1981.

You will also find individual nomnation forms forthreeof
the remaining shoe manufacturing buildings. Constructed be-
tween 1890 and 1907, these three structures representthe
rebuilding of the downtown after another maior fire i n 1889,
and a concentrationof theshoe Industrv. Because of the
effects of this fire, post-1890 constructionwas invariably
masonry, creating a divergence from thestate-wi de normof
wood- frame shoe manufacturing buildings. (Shoe machinervi s
relatively light anddoes not require mansonrv construction
for support). Thus theremaining buildin%s aresipnificant
on a state level as exanples of masonrv shoe factories and
on a local level as representativesof Lynn's major industry,

Omers of twoof theindividually nomnated buildings have
conpleted certified rehabilations. Therefore, we urgeyou
to consider delisting of thedistrict andlisting of the
individual buildings concurrently soas toavoid any tax
penal ties. /

Sincerely, . ‘

Candace Ji“nkins
Resistration Direci:qr

CJ/Lk



