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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Marvin Newton House is situated in Brookfield, Vermont, on the Ridge Road, formerly 
a major stage route between Randolph Center and Brookfield Village (entered respectively 
on the National Register: 21 November 1974 and 28 March 1974). The house, remarkably 
unaltered, evokes a sense of the past and exemplifies a building tradition which, in 
many respects, has disappeared.

Built c. 1835, the Marvin Newton House is a late vernacular translation of the .Federal 
style. With 2% stories and 5x2 bays, the symmetrical elevations are capped by a gable 
roof. .Originally there were two interior chimneys; now only the south flue continues 
above the roof. The standing seam roof covers an earlier wood shingle roof. There 
are no eaves overhanging and the molded cornice has short returns which are actually 
flush. The windows have retained their original 12/12 lights and plain surrounds. The 
central frontispiece has simple pilasters supporting an entablature with a projecting 
cornice shelf below which is a transom; the door itself is not original and was probably 
placed there-c. 1900.- -The south side has an entrance to.the kitchen which does appear 
original. The clapboard siding remains unpainted,

The interior of the house is based upon a central hall plan with the front half logically 
having two larger rooms while the kitchen and a smaller room are in the back. The two 
rooms on each side of the hall share chimneys as the fireplaces are placed back-to-back. 
The front rooms have decorative mantlepieces with reeding in the entablatures befitting 
"public" rooms of the house. Upstairs, only the master bedroom has a fireplace; the 
other bedrooms were fitted with stove pipes. The master bedroom also has traces of 
graining remaining on the floorboards. The interior^ fabric remains largely unaltered: 
almost all of the original hardware, floorboards, molding, and woodwork remain intact.

One of the more interesting features of the house is the framing system in the attic 
that supports the roof. Braced purlins, set at 45 angles, lend support to the roof 
rafters which are connected to a ridge pole, While this was a common structural design 
in barn buildings, it was rarely used in houses.

Attached to the rear of the house is a 1-story ell which was built in 1854. The room 
in this ell has been sided in weathered barn board on the interior to provide a rustic 
backdrop for the display of the tool collection owned by the Historical Society of 
Brookfield,

To the rear and left of the Marvin Newton House is a carriage shed which was moved to 
this site in 1970 from East Randolph, Because of the date of this reconstruction; it 
does not contribute to the original historic character of the house.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Marvin Newton House is significant as a 19th century Federal style structure which 
has essentially remained intact. While unpretentious and devoid of any outstanding 
architectural detail, this house is a good example of a common building design and is 
important for interpretation because it has been largely unaltered.

Records and accounts pertaining to Marvin Newton, d. blacksmith, indicate that his 
house was probably constructed in 1835. The date is significant because by that time 
the Greek Revival style had superceded the Federal style in popularity yet, Newton, 
or perhaps a builder, chose to build in the latter, more conservative style. Federal 
style features include the proportions of the building, fenestration placement of the 
12/12 sash (original), the relatively light and delicate door encasement, and the 
narrow, plain cornice. It appears that the clapboards have never been painted. The 
only exterior alteration seems to be the removal of the exterior portion of the left 
interior fireplace chimney and the front door which is not original. The interior, 
with the exception of some wallpapered walls, reflects a modest and simple 19th-century 
lifestyle.

The house was bequeathed to the Historical Society of Brookfield, Vermont, Inc., in 
1937 by descendants of Marvin Newton and is open to the public during the summer months.
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

The boundary is contiguous with the property lines of the Marvin Newton House 
lot as recorded in the Brookfi eld Town Clerk's Office.
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