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The site consists, to date, of a well, a kiln and a spoil pile which may
be a second ruined kiln.

The identifiable kiln is a rectangular fallen structure which has been
cut into the side of a hill overlooking Pickett's Creek. The site is
covered with second growth timber and brush which make identification
of features at the locale difficult. Although fallen in, portions of
the kiln brickwork remain in place under a layer of foliage and forest
litter. The well is an un-shored circular hole 3-4 feet in diameter.

The second spoil pile msasures 26 féet X 30 feet, and contains crockery,
kiln furniture fragments and fragments of glazed bricks. This feature is
30 feet from the first kiln, and may be a fallen kiln which was used as

a dump. Definite identification cannot be made without further work at
the site.

Crockery refuse from the spoil piles features thick, porous salt glaze
ware, which is stylistically different from crockery found at the Bird
and Welch pottery works.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Culbertson kiln was probably worked by Nathaniel Culbertson, a former
apprentice of John Welch, who worked with Welch prior to opening his own
enterprise in 1858. Culbertson established his works in 1858, and ran
them until 1865.

Ceramic refuse from the Culbertson spoil piles generally consists of
vessel shapes and textures which differ from those produced by the
Bird Brothers and John Welch. Since Welch and Culbertson apparently
used the same beds of clay for their raw materials, the distinctively
different pottery produced by Culbertson may have been the result of
different firing and manufacturing techniques.

Sites such as the Culbertson Kiln are potential sources of data on the
diversity of mid-19th century pottery manufacture in Arkansas. Moreover,
~the brief occupation span recorded for Culbertson suggests the site is

a valuable potential source of data dealing with mid-19th century rural
culture.

*See National Register nomination of Welch Pottery Works, Dallas County,
Arkansas.
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14 April, 1975

Dr. William Murtagh

Keeper of the National Register
National Park Service
Department of the Interior
Washington, D. C. 20240

Dear Dr. Murtagh:

Attached are National Register nominations for the fol-
lowing properties:

Culbertson Kiln

Wommack Kiln

Bird Kiln

Garland-Mitchell House
Cooper House

Knox House
Walker-Knerr-Williams House
Shiloh Church-1.0.0.F. Lodge
Yoes Building

Dyess Colony Center

These nominations have been approved by a majority of
the State Review Committee.

Sincerely,

e o A R

illiam E. Henderson
State Historic Preservation Officer
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