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Amended Items in Nomination:

There were several nominations included with this multiple 
property submission which defined and justified periods of 
significance extending into the less than fifty year old range to 
correspond with criterion A significance although the resources' 
dates of construction actually occurred well over fifty years 
ago. For all of these bridges, the period of significance should 
be concluded in 1938 to conform with National Register 
requirements. The following bridges are included in this 
category:

Petrified Forest, Querino, Hereford, Douglas Underpass, Dead 
Indian Canyon, Pumphouse Wash, Walnut Canyon, Fossil Creek, Black 
River, Salt River, Salt River Canyon, Reppy Avenue, Black Gap, 
Gila River, Park Avenue, Solomonville Road Overpass, Solomonville 
Road Overpass (Clifton), Gila Bend Overpass, Hassayampa River, 
Lewis and Pranty Creek, Mormon Flat, Fish Creek, Pine Creek, Sand 
Hollow Wash, Old Trails, Corduroy, Cedar Canyon, Holbrook, Jack's 
Canyon, Little Lithodendron Wash, Lithodendron Wash, St. Joseph, 
Woodruff, Cienega, Fourth Avenue Underpass, Sixth Avenue 
Underpass, Stone Avenue Underpass, Alchesay Canyon, Devil's 
Canyon, Queen Creek (Florence Junction vicinity), Queen Creek 
(Superior vicinity), Kelvin, Mineral Creek, Sacaton Dam, San Tan 
Canal, Winkelman, Santa Cruz No. 1, Broadway, Hell Canyon, Little 
Hell Canyon, Lynx Creek, Verde River, and Walnut Grove. (Period 
of significance issues discussed with Pat Stein of the AZ SHPO. )

DISTRIBUTION:
National Register property file
Nominating Authority (without nomination attachment)
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Queen Creek Bridge

2. L
O
C
A
T
I
O
N

Old 
Florence 

Highway over Queen Creek
3.6 miles 

southwest of Queen 
Valley; 

NE1/4 
S4 

T2S R10E
Final 

County, 
A
r
i
z
o
n
a
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_

ADOT: 
8440

3. DATE(8) O
F
 C
O
N
S
T
R
U
C
T
I
O
N

1919-20
4. USE (O

RIG
INAL/CURRENT)

highway bridge / roadway bridge
6. RATING

NRKP eligible: 
local 

significance
6. C

O
N
D
I
T
I
O
N

good; 
sufficiency rating: 

81.5

span 
number 

: 
1

span 
length 

: 
120.O

1
total 

number: 
136.0'

roadway wdt.: 
19.3

1

superstructure 
substructure 
floor/decking 
other 

features

owner: 
Final 

County

reinforced concrete 
Luten 

arch w/ cantilevered 
roadway

concrete abutments 
and wingwalls 

on driven piles
asphalt over concrete deck w/ earth 

fill
moulded concrete 

guardrails 
w/ paneled concrete 

bulkheads 
and precast,

moulded balusters; 
plain, 

tapered cantilever brackets; 
incised 

line on arch
ring

In 
1917, 

the Arizona 
Highway Department 

began 
the engineering 

for 
the Mesa-Superior Highway 

in 
Final 

County. 
As one of 

the 
first 

Federal 
Aid 

Projects 
in 

the 
state/one 

11.71-mile 
segment of the route near Florence Junction was designated 

FA7, Section 
2-B. 

State work 
forces 

began work on 
the 

grading and 
small 

drainage 
structures of the section 

in March 
1919. 

The crossings 
of the 

Queen 
Creek main and overflow channels 

north of Florence Junction, 
however, 

required more 
substantial 

structures, 
and 

for 
these 

the AMD 
bridge department delineated 

twin 
long-span 

Luten arches 
like the recently 

completed 
Holbrook Bridge. 

(The overflow channel 
bridge was 

later eliminated 
by raising the highway grade 

slightly.) 
AHD contracted with 

the Topeka 
Bridge 

and 
Iron Company of Kansas 

to build 
the 

bridge over the main channel: 
AHD to 

provide 
cement 

and 
steel 

for 
$4016, 

Topeka to design and 
build 

the 
bridge 

for 
$14,000. 

Under the direction of AHD 
Inspector 

James 
Bone, 

Topeka 
completed 

the 
Queen Creek 

Bridge on May 6, 
1920. 

The 
highway 

(U.S. 
60) 

has 
since 

been 
realigned, 

and 
the 

bridge now carries 
local 

traffic 
in essentially unaltered condition.

Strategically 
located on the 

routes 
between 

Phoenix and Tucson and Phoenix and Globe, 
the Mesa-Superior Highway formed a 

short but pivotal 
route 

in central 
Arizona, 

and 
the Queen Creek Bridge provided an 

important crossing on that 
route. As 

such, 
this 

structure enjoys 
some degree of historical 

significance as an 
integral 

link on a 
regionally important trans­ 

portation artery. 
Technologically, 

the 
bridge 

is 
significant as 

an exemplary long-span Luten vehicular arch. 
It 

is one 
of thirteen 

Luten arches 
identified 

in Arizona, 
all 

of which were associated directly - either through engineering or 
construction 

- with the Topeka 
Bridge 

and 
Iron Company, 

the western 
representative of Daniel 

B. 
Luten's 

Indiana-based 
National 

Bridge Company. 
Designed by Topeka 

Bridge staff engineer R.V. 
Leeson and built by the company 

Itself, 
Queen 

Creek Bridge 
is 

thus 
closely associated with 

this 
important national 

bridge company. 
It was 

the 
last Luten arch built 

on a 
state route. 

In unaltered and good condition,the bridge 
typifies 

an 
important Arizona 

bridge building 
trend.
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