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HENRY SHERBURNE HOUSE . 0 .
AND/ OR HISTORIC: / '- , .

RICHARD SHORTRIDGE HOUSE

STREETANDNUMBER: "' '
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CITY OR TOWN:

Portsmouth,
STATE CODE C

New Hampshire 03801
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CATEGORY OWNERSH.P 
(Check One)

CD District J%] Building Cj Public Public Acquisitior 

n Site Q Structure CX Private (^ In Proce 

D Object D B °tr> D Beina Cc

PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate)

CD Agricultural [ | Government | | Park 

[^Commercial CD Industrial f~) Private Residenc 

|~| Educational CD Military fl Religious 

CD Entertainment CD Museum [~| Scientific

OUNTY: •--..• - ^- CODE

Rockingham 038

STATUS ACCESSiBLE 
TO THE PUBLIC

: £g" Occupied Yes:
ss r— i ii • j CD Restricted 55 [_j Unoccupied ' — '
n ,;j_ rej | — . _ . 1 1 Unrestricted nsiderea r— | Preservation work *—*

in progress •2S No

[~] Transportation CD Comments 

e g9 Other (Specify)
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OWNER'S NAME:

Fusegni, Joseph
STREET AND NUMBER:

201 Kearsarge Way
CITY OR TOWN:

Portsmouth
STATE: CODE

New Hampshire ** 038-01
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COURTHOUSE. REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC:

Rockingham County Court House, Registrar of Deeds
STREET AND NUMBER:

Cl TY OR TOWN:

Exeter,
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STATE CODE

New Hampshire 0-3 03 j

TITLE OF SURVEY:

Portsmouth Preservation, Inc.
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STREET AND NUMBER:

111 Bow Street
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Portsmouth
STATE: CODE

iN. H. 03"801
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CONDITION
Q Excellent Q Good £•§. Fair

(Check One)

Deteriorated D Ruins D Unexposed^

(Check One) 

O Moved S3 Original Site

ESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND O RI Gl N AL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Richard Shortridge House, formally known as the 
Henry Sherburne House, was built between JL7_66_^and  17X0 according 
to recent title research. One of^EHe most" impressive private 
dwellings built in the third quarter of the 18th century in 
this area of Portsmouth, the house bpasts_the_last scrolled 
pediment doorway still insitu in New Hampshire.  This unusual 
feature Is^ Irepeated in the gable dormers by similar scrolled

The two story house facing Deer Street is capped by a 
steep, hipped roof. Internal chimneys protrude behind the 
ridge of the roof. A heavy block modilion cornice surrounds 
the four sides of the building above the second story level.

Minimal changes to the fenestration were made in the second 
half of the 19th century. Original six-over-six sash survive 
in the three front gabled dormers, but the remaining window 
sash are later two-over-two windows. A bay window inserted .in 
the west end wall dates from this same period.
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ERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate)

Qj Pre-Columbian! D 16th Century 

Q 15th Century D 17th Century

£g J8th Century 

Q 19th Century

20th Century

PECIFIC DATE(S) (If Applicable and Known)

REAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate)

Abor iginal
"" Q Prehistoric •

[~| Historic 

| | Agriculture 

|^fl Architecture 

D Art 

| | Commerce 

[ | Communications 

j | Conservation

| | Education 

p~|' Engineering 

| | Industry 

| | Invention 

|| Landscape

Architecture 

|~~1 Literature 

| | Military 

Q Music

Q Political

| | Religion/Ph'i-

losophy 

| ) Science 

[~] Sculpture 

Q Socia l/Human-

itarian 

Q Theater 

| | Transportation

Urban Planning 

Other (Specify)
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TATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Richard Shortridge House occupies a double lot of 
land on one of the first developed urban streets in Portsmouth. 
It is one of the most highlydeveloped ̂ GegrgianKHouses built 
on an urban scale in,, the northern part ,of the City. Its 
most important feature is the broken scrolled pediment doorway, 
a feature which does not survive in original form on 
any other FortsmbutH building. This doorway appears to have 
been one of the models used during the installation of the 
doorway in the Wentworth Gardner House in Portsmouth under the 
direction of Wallace Nutting.

JDespite some Victorian alterations, the house retains 
most of %He important 18th century features, which places it 
among a small number of highly styled Georgian homes in the 
City built in the third quarter of the 18th century.



Brewster, Charles, RAMBLES ABOUT PORTSMOUTH, (PORTSMOUTH, 1859)

Chase Robert S. and James Garvin, "Portsmouth: an// Architectural 
Evolution 1664-1890", NEW HAMPSHIRE PROFILES (Dec. 1970)

Howells, John Mead, THE ARCHITECTURAL HERITAGE OF THE PISCATAQUA
(New York 1964)

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES 
DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY C

CORNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE
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LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES 
1 DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY 
t OF LESS THAN TEN ACRES
k - - - 

LATITUDE LONGITUDE

Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds

43 ° 4 ' 44" 70° 45 ' 4l"
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NAME AND TITLE: - -

Joan J. Goodwin
ORGANIZATION DATE

Portsmouth Housing Authority October 1971
STREET AND NUMBER:

25 Vaughan Street
CITY OR TOWN:

Portsmouth

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na 
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 
in the National Register and certify that it has been 
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 
level of significance oL^jis nomination is: 

National q/*/State 2§ jTyocâ  ^

Name^5^*^ j^^^ "Gg^^l^i^tj^^^m

{febrge yGilman

Title £ j- qXpT>5 i g on Dffiror

Date February 10, 1972

STATE CODE

New Hampshire 33 93891

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Register.

(f{j\4^AlAA IJzin*
Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation 

Dale 8/7/7-V.

fe ATTEST: ; 
/ «* / ''j y/r /// i '

i]l^il///^^/J/l/^/^7^7^
' Keeper of The National Regfeitr^ * 
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PROPOSED HISTORIC DISTRICT
VAUGHAN STREET URBAN RENEWAL PROJECT (N.H.-10) PORTSMOUTH, N.H. 150 FT

ORIGINAL LOCATION: TO BE 
RETAINED ON SITE

PRESENT LOCATION: TO BE 
RELOCATED (NUMBER CORRESPONDS 
TO AND IDENTIFIES LOCATION 
WITHIN PROPOSED HISTORIC 
DISTRICT,AS INDICATED)

ALTERNATE AND/OR ADDITIONAL 
INCLUSIONS

PROPOSED SITE

LATER ACCRETIONS: TO BE REMOVED


