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DESCfi;S£TH£?RESENT AND ORIGINAL^ KNOWN1, PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Designed by Frank Lockwood in c. 1898, the Thigpen House is one of Montgomery's 
finest exa,Tiples of the classical eclecticism of th^ late 19th Century] The house faces 
east and is centered on a two acre lot which rises in .two terraces alpoye the street 
level and is landscaped with trees and shrubs. A low brick retaining wall is located 
^t the sidevalk level where a stair gives access to a balk leading to the house.

The roughly rectangular, two-story frame house, which ztests on & brick foundation 
wall approximately 3 feet high, has a low, hipped roof. The facade is dominated by a 
central, two-story portico with four Ionic columns carrying an entablature with a.heavy 
modillioned cornice which encircles the structure. Originally the r<pof was sun-nunted 
by a low balustrade, which has been removed. V/irKJcws are syrrsr;etrically arranged and are 
grouped in three's beneath the portico and in.pairs on either side. I Windows are double- 
hung, one-ovcr-one, with sinple trim and severe entablatures. The central three windows 
of the second fleer have thin vcor'ien Muiiions in the upper sash. The central, entrance 
is topped with a small dio,Tond patterned transom and surrounded with finely-carved, eared 
trim. ,.

Handsomely carved console brackets support a snail balcony with' turned balusters. 
The herringbone brick floor of the portico extends the width of the hcuse and continues 
around the northern fccade where it tenainates at a projecting bay. A small, one-story 
portico extends south frcr^ the central portico to fora a porte-cocheie, interrupting 
the synznetry of the facade. Paired loaic coluriis on pedestals curry a sinplc entablature,

The south elevation consists of the four-bay, two-story section and one-story 
kitchen ving. On this elevation the brick foundation is clearly visible, revealing 
ventilators with ornate metal grills. A simple side entrance gives access tc what was 
once a side stair hall. The rear of the hcuse was altered when a rear porch was -extended 
and enclosed.

A shallow front entrance hall, which contains the rainistair, is flanked by sisall 
parlors. .Both roons feature ornate rcontels derived from Greek Revival and Georgian models. 
Openings leading to the rooms behind the parlors have fine Greek Revfival columns set 
in antis. TJie snsall rocirs to tlie rear of eacli front parlor are less elaborate, although 
they have the saine fine parquet flooring found throughout the front of the house.

wereA part of the 1959 rersbdeling, the side hall stairs were renoved, an elevator 
installed and the kitchen area altered. The dining rocs and rear porch were made into
a large, single room which was extended beyond the rear wall of the 
the removal of the roof balustrade, the only facade alteration made 
sis ted of -replacing -the sashes of a front window with paneling.
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The Thigpen House, located on South Perry Street, once one of I't-Kt^arrsery's test • ' 
fashionable addre-jses, was tJie hoine of Dr. Clmrles-A-. Thigpen., an ey-?", a.vr, rose and 
throat specialist and one of Alaharia T s rest noted physicians. Desired by r:r?jrtk Lc-ci-r-.'cc- 
one of the best kiic*n7i architects' in the scsithiam states dfitinsj the lato 19th and ciriy 
20th Century, the house reflects the preference for the classical eelycticisr.'cr the 
period.

Educated in New Orleans, Nc1̂  York, London, Vienna and H'ificlbery, Dr. l^.'^rpen vos 
tiie first optiijlnologist in the south to have i'ad s'xrh U^.TCICLU trr.irj,n;. A r-rcivo cf 
Greenville, he raved to ?-!ontror:ery and boj/an hio practice i/i }3:?3. '.";t.rli\ a f.-^ ;-x«irs 
he hire3 Hranx Lacx/ocd, v.-ho had recently opened t-n office in >-hut;v?; i;*y, t™. r.-.K c^e 
plans for an elaborate heirs vhicJi vas C07.°pletei arcJTr.d i..2,'Ji3. Tr. j~-ll, r^itr.:^.] t'v.t 
bro~cc5ccpy v"ts needed i;i the soiit.'isai;t, Tldc^ori abandoned V.i^ pr^t-itj .--..! •„.:'.'; - > 
Gerrriziv to loarn the new speciality. l!o p'jrchased tlm.eq'.iiprr.ent :ioct-s£.ir-/ L ~& L^C-^-v 'J: 
firjt doctor in the south to perfom tills service.

In acitjiticn to his practice, Dr. Thigpcn sen*od as a trustee cr cc^rj.^5io;i4r or^ 
nunsro'is nedidl boards and wtis one of the three i'o^idsrs or the AT^ricsn Socic^' of 
Otology, Riunology, r.nd Layngolcgy. Dr. Tnigpen ditxl in lySS and the house has ' r^nr,in£d 
in the famil}-; 'however, it is currently vacant and for sole. . .
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Sa—is. Street, formerly Elm Street, running thence east along the south side of Sei^ple 
irr?c-t, fcm?rl>r Eon Street, 300 feet to the point of begirrang, being Lots 1, 2 arid. 3,
ruden j j..ii _______
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