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1. Name

historic Melvin Harley Randall House

and/or common

2. Location

street & number 390 East Porter Lane (400 South) ____not for publication
city, town Centerville ____ vicinity of congressional district Ol
state  Utah code 049 county Davis code 011
3. Classification
Category Ownership Status Present Use
__ district - public —__occupied — agriculture — __ museum
X puildin (s) X private X unoccupied ____commercial —_ park
g P

— structure —__both — work in progress —_ educational _X private residence
—site Public Acquisition Accessible ____entertainment —_religious
____ object —__in process X __yes: restricted —__government ____ scientific

____ being considered ____yes: unrestricted __ industrial ____ transportation

— _ho —_ military —other:

4. Owner of Property

name Gregory E. Naylor

street & number 31 M Street

city, town Salt Lake City ___ vicinity of state Utah 84103
5. Location of Legal Description

Davis County Courthouse

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc.

street & number Main Street

city, town Farmington state Utah

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

title None has this property been determined elegible? ____yes ~X_no
date — federal ___ state ____county ___ local

depository for survey records

city, town state




7. Description

Condition Check one Check one
____excellent - deteriorated j‘A?altered 1~ original site

L7 good —__ruins Itered —__moved date
—_ fair — unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

The Randall House is a two-story stone hall and parlor house, two rooms wide
with symmetrical door-window-door facade piercing on the first floor with
matching six-over-six windows but no center opening on the second floor. A
one-story frame addition has been added to the rear, which made the house into
a simple "H" plan. The cornice is undecorated, as are the lintels. The door
surround is done with very plain pilasters. The wall beneath the cross gable
connecting the one and two story sections of the house is set back below the
roof, creating a narrow porch.

A later addition containing a utility room and bathroom was built on the west
facade of the original house. The interior of the house retains most of the
original door, window and baseboard moulding.

A very early twentieth century photograph of the house shows ornamental ]
pediments over the windows of the frame section. The pediments were probably
removed when aluminum siding was added.

The new owner of the house plans to restore the house.



8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

—__prehistoric ____ archeology-prehistoric ___ community planning ____ landscape architectureIL/religion

___1400-1499 ____ archeology-historic —___conservation — law ____science

—1500-1599 ___ agriculture —___economics — literature — sculpture

—1600-1699 __-"architecture . education — military ___ social/

_1700-1799 ___ art . engineering —__ music humanitarian

*” 1800-1899 ___ commerce - . exploration/settlement ____ philosophy — theater

— 1900 —___ communications —— industry __L-Ppolitics/government _ transportation

_—invention —__other (specify)
Specific dates ca 1875 Builder/Architect Melvin Harley Randall

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

The Melvin Harley Randall House is a representative example of early stone
building in the vernacular tradition which was strong in the Centerville area
and which may be detected even today. Unlike other parallel stone dwellings
of the period which are extant, however, the Randall home retains its original
exterior and interior character. The house also served as the residence of
Melvin Harley and Frankie Bennett Randall until 1940. Melvin Randall served
as the first Centerville Town Board President, and remained active in local
church and civic affairs.

Melvin Harley Randall was born August 1, 1852 in Salt Lake City, Utah, the son
of Alfred Jason and Margaret Hawley Randall. In 1875 he married Frankie
Bennett. Randall's family had settled in the fertile land in Centerville,
Utah shortly after its initial settlement in 1848. Centerville, originally
called Cherry Cheek, became an important agricultural area, located some
twelve miles north of Salt Lake City. As other early Mormon communities,
Centerville contained a strong church organization headed by a bishop and
counselors who presided over all church affairs. Civil matters also became of
concern on the local level.

By 1880 Melvin Randall was listed in local directories as a farmer, with his
stone home having been built around 1875. Randall was active in church,
political, and educational affairs of Centerville, gaining recognition in
various sources as among the prominent pioneers of the town. In 1888 Randall
became a First Counselor to Centerville Ward Bishop Aaron B. Porter, and in
1899 he was ordained Bishop, serving in that capacity until 1911.

In 1915 Centerville organized into a town in order to issue bonds to install a
needed waterwork. The Davis County commissioners granted the petition by
Centerville residents seeking town stature, and resolved that," the
following named persons are hereby appointed as the Board of Trustees of said
Centerville Town: M.H. Randall, President of the Board, and as additional
members Don Major, William Barber, Joseph E. Williams and F.W. Walton." Thus,
Randall became the first Centerville Town Board President, heading the town
from May 15, 1915 to December 31, 1915, and helped to install the Centerville
water system. He continued active in civil affairs by serving as a Davis
County Commissioner and school trustee.

Melvin Harley Randall died at his home on April 21, 1930, followed by his wife
Frankie, who died in November, 1940. The home is cited in the Smoot and
Sheriff history of Centerville as one of the historic homes in Centerville,
recognizing it as locally significant.



9. Major Bibliographical References

Randall, Mabel Smith,'Life of Melvin Harley Randall,' 1934.
,""Centerville," East of Antelope Island, Annie Call Carr, comp. Res. ed.,
Daughters of Utah Pioneers, 1961.
Randall, Alfred,'Family Group Sheet.'' Genealogical Library of the Church of Jesus Christ of

Latter—-day Saints.
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Verbal boundary description and justification Beg. at point 9.77 chains south of the northeast cor
of Section 18, Township 2 North Range 1 East Salt Lake Meridian, and running thence East 0.84
of a chain to the West side of a certain Street (400 South), thence south along the west side
of said street 1.775 chains, thence west 1.674 chains, thence no 1.775 chains, thence east
0.834 of a chain to thept.

of beginning.
state code county code

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries

state code county code

11. Form Prepared By

nameftitte Philip F. Notarianni/Historian Karl T Haglund/Architectural Historian

street & number 307 West 200 South telephone 533-6017
city or town Salt Lake City state Utah 84101

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification

The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

___ national —__state _X Jocal

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public L.aw 89—
665), | hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the Heritage Conservation Recreation Service.

.

State Historic Preservation Officer signature. / / ),

tite Melvin T. Smith, State Historic Preservation Officer date 5 5 &0

GPO 938 835
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