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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

“This two-storey wood frame courthouse has brick
foundation walls and piers‘supporting 8" x 8" and
12" x 12" solid sills and beams. The studs are 4" x 4",
the floor joists 3" x 12", and the ceiling joists are
3" x 10". It is finished on the exterior with hori-
zontal beveled siding and corner boards.

\

The roof is a medium pitched hip; the shingles
are asbe;tos and are laid in a diamond pattern, "French
style."

The basic plan dimensions are 44' - 2" wide and
34' - 5" deep. The entire first floor is allocated
to the open courtroom. The second floor is supported
on the interior span by two round, solid, hand carved
tapered columns supporting a 10" x 12" hand hewn beam.
The second floor contains a Masonic Hall 38' - 3" long
by 21' - 6" wide and several small ancillary spaces.

The windows are double-hung sash with a 6 x 6
pattern of lights. The wood surrounds are moulded.
The windows are shuttered with louvered blinds.

X

The main entrance is protected by a one-storey,
one bay, pedimented Greek Revival portico. The portico
is supported by square, tapered columns having moulded
capitals and bases. The entrance door is flanked by
pilasters of similar design. The four-paneled entrance
door has moulded trim and a transom above. The 7%
high door is constructed of raised panels.

There are two outside ended chimneys. They are
laid of running bond brick and have corbeled caps.
The two fire places are located at either end of the
courtroom. They are stack bond brick with wood sur-
rounds. The side surrounds have a raised pilaster
design supporting a simple mantel.

“he 0ld Confederate Capitol, in excellent condi-
tion, is owned, maintained and operated as an Historic
Building Museum by the Arkansas Commemorative Com-
mission.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

\This building is the second courthouse to be built
in Hempstead County. The first courthouse was of hewn
logs and was built in 1824;/ Tillman L. Patterson was
the contractor and builder. This original building
served until 1840 when the volume of county business
reached such proportions that it was necessary to con-
struct a large building. This two-storey frame building
served as the Hempstead County Courfhouse until a new
brick structure was built in 1874.////

N1n 1863, after the capture of Arkansas Post in
January and Little Rock in September, Governor Harris
Flannagin ordered that the capital be moved from Little
Rock to Washington. The town of Washington served as
the seat of state government from 1863 to the end of
the war in 18657 Two or more sessions Qf the Arkansas
legislature were held in this building. With the
cessation of hostilities the building once more be-
came the seat of county business and continued ,as such

until 1874 when a new brick building was built{

“The town of Washington bought the old build%pg in
1875 and it was used as a schoolhouse until 1914. Af-
ter 1914 it served as a residence and Justice of the
Peace's office until about 1928 when the Cleburne Chap-
ter of the United Daughters of the Confederacy con-
ceived the plan of restoring the old building. “In
March of 1929 the Arkansas General Assembly created
the Wartime Capitol Commission which was charged with
the responsibility of restoring and maintaining the
old building./ The legislature provided a small appro-
priation for restoration and maintenance.

The building continued to be administered by the
Wartime Capitol Commission until 1947 when Act 256 of
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NAME AND TITLE

Staff

ORGANIZATION DATE

Historic Preservation Program December 1971
STREET AND NUMBER:

1023 West Third Street
CITY OR TOWN: STATE CODE

Little Rock

Arkansas

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public L.aw
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended
level of significance of this nomination is:
National [] State X Local [X

William E. Henderson

Title State Liaison Officer
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I hereby certify that this property is included in the

National Register.

Chief, Office of Archeology and Hist¢ric Preservation
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8. Significance

the General Assembly placed it under the aegis of the
newly created Arkansas Commemorative Commission. It
has been maintained and operated as an historic build-
ing museum since that time. ~

In the initial planning for the City of Washing-
ton it was envisioned that the town would grow around
the Courthouse Square. The courthouse block was
platted as the '"Zero" block in the town plan with the
old "Southwest Trail," which ran east and west directly
north of the courthouse block serving as the original
"Main Street." The town did not develop as the plan-
hers intended,. however. The "heart"™ of the town, and
the main business district grew just to the west of
the limits of the original plat. The reason for this
was that this was the crossing of the Southwest Trail
and ‘a trail which led from north to south. It was at
this crossing that the Town Tavern was located. By
1874 the county recognized the fact that the town
center was located at the road crossing and the new
county courthouse was built within a block of it.

The Confederate State Capitol served as a meeting-
place for state and local Masons. = Arkansas Masons rec-
ognized this in 1963 when they erected a granite mon-
ument bearing the following inscription:

"Erected by the most worshipful Grand Lodge,
free and accepted Masons of Arkansas, com-
memorating the convening of Confederate
‘state government and Grand Lodge bodies on
this site during the years 1863 and 1864.

"This marker dedicated July 4, 1963, to those
who participated in a cause they believed
just. 1861 - 1865"
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View from west.




Missing Core Documentation

Property Name County, State Reference Number
Confederate State Capitol Hempstead County 72000203

The following Core Documentation is missing from this entry:

____Nomination Form
_X_Photographs
____USGS Map
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SOURCE:
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2. North arrow.

3. Latitude and longitude reference.




b
fafﬁ M\?

3 \ '
\ _ &
Q . = . S TR
Y, - ‘
(o] \,.“ % : ) \ ) { 750
A_, Bt
- RO \ =
O ‘ v/_ 89 Tﬁc/)f%
| N .
. / & ) (4 /
ﬁ w
J \) 2 \ -\/~u
. -’@*\ !
an (o : I.| /_-_\ /\ \\ ./
0 A B
N '
(C

Uy
==

C

- - \Y

Naaad®

330 46' 4372"

(“a
[\

QUL

@ ,
o /44 5‘;\“\\*‘3?/ ; \ I Uo
o
SRR
" e rangle b ,\ & S :

.,\,...\.
\\

4




ASBESTOS SHINGLES FRENCH METHOD

% COPPER. GUTTER.
—— , = - teame e
= r \\ i
—7 - — W ¥ |
B = =\ \ = |
<9 ‘\ %
N\ -
5 = = SR \\ i
2y |
. N ki
e . BEV. SIDING 7* TO WEATHER. 4l ‘i SECOND FLOOR.
e - £ Y ‘—"
| —— = ) { ;

ORNER. BRACES

|
=
'S
x
-

=

>

to-n"

H B T CONrEDERAIE T = —- ﬁ
— % 2 STATE_CAPITOL 186365 ’_I 0
%

==ty

ALL BLINDS HINGED 4 |

— = ”l 24"x 43| COPPER. DOWN PIPE
Sl He /|
—] \ V4
— D ' // ‘

1 FIRST FLOOR.

— S ———— | { —

" o

ERECTED-1828 |RECONDITIONED!

LOCATED BY MRS.CHARLIE WILLL

le)

SEAT OF JUSTICE |WH.ETTER.
"

HEWITT BURT MRS. J. A. HENRY
MEREDITH i APPOINTED BY
SAMUEL B. DAVIS. ol GOV. HARVEY PARNELL.
JAMES MOSS.

930

23\

_ LET INTO SILL H T ) :
§ corner stone (12,25* C.1RON VENT ' i
/ COMMON BRICK. CONC. STEPS

NOTE! sulLDING PAINTED WHITE EXTERIOR, BLINDS LIGHT GREEN.

-TRONT- ELEVATION-

- SCALE /* =1~ O™

ELIJAN STUART )| ﬁ%gon%i%%%T N 2 I 0
A.PBAILY. 1 *NORTH - SIDE: = 1RNNNN INNN DRRREN 11
T
-CORNER.- STONE- GG, B S Aim 6. T8 050 4 38
g 2 -3CALE 1§'-1-0" e
HM.BLACK.DEL “METRIC-SCALE- SCALE OF FEET

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

BRANCH OF PLANS AND DESIGN

OFFICE OF NATIONAL PARKS, BUILDINGS, AND RESERVATIONS

NAME OF STRUCTURE SURVEY NO.

-CONFEDERATE - STATE- CAPITO)L - OF-ARK ANSAS-1863-1 865- B [ 25 | e e | AR

" -WASHINGTON - UHEMPSTEAD - COUNTY - ARKAN SAS- N IFER27-1934 weeT 3 OF 9 seETs \-




ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER

STATE ARKANEAS
Date Entered MAY 19 1972

Name Location
HWashington
Confederate State Capitel Hempstead County

Also Notified

State Lisison Officer

Hon. John L. MecClellan My, william B, Henderson

HBon. J. ¥W. Fulbright Directox

Bon. John P. Hammerschmidt Arkansas Department of Parks and
Touxiam

Director, Southwest Region State Capitol - Room 149

l HR  NRowland:mm 5/15/72 Little Rock, Arkansas 72201




