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The Davies Hotel, a rectangular three story building measuring 

33 feet by 83 feet with a flat roof, sits on a stone foundation. 

It is located at the northwest corner of Poplar and Main Streets 

and faces west. The hotel was built of locally quarried sand 

stone. A softer sandstone is used as decoration immediately 

below the roof and provides a subtle contrast to the rest of 
the darker stone used on the exterior.

The front of the hotel is divided into three bays by four 
stone columns reminiscent of pilasters. Near the top of the 

center bay,"Davies Hotel 1902", is carved onto two flat stones. 
Each of the two outer bays contains three large windows, one on 

each floor, highlighted by the same soft decorative sandstone 
used on the top of the building. In the center bay' there are 

openings for balconies on both the two upper floors. The main 

entrance is located on the first floor.

The north side of the hotel has three rows of seven 1x1 

double hung rectangular windows, one on each floor. Above and 

below each row is a horizontal layer of soft sandstone that 

extends the length of the building. The windows, extremely 

regular in use, are set in simple wooden frames. On the first 

floor there are six 1x1 double hung windows and two doors. 

Two other windows set in metal frames are new additions.
The hotel is currently undergoing careful renovation. 

While preserving its overall integrity, the present owner is 

converting the area to office space. This will once more make 

it an important functional part of Lamar.
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The Davies Hotel is an excellent example of a small hotel 

which played a significant role in the historical development of
Lamar.
------~--------~-----.---------------_---_---»_--__-_____«___«_____

The history of Colorado was made by many people. The more 
prominent were individuals like H.A. Tabor and David Moffat. 

Equally important, although in a different sense»,were the cowboys, 

the miners, the sugar beet workers and other pioneers.-These 
individuals also left their mark on the physical heritage of the 

state. The ebb and flow of this segment of society is, in a 

very real sense, symbolized by the Davies Hotel which for many 

years served not only the commercial traveller and working man 
but an occasional criminal as well.

Lewis Davies was born in 1874. Much of his early life is 
obscure, although it is known that he spent at least part of it 

capturing wild horses in the White ffoman range eountryof western 

Kansas. It was presumably during this time that he met and married 
his wife,who was Indian.

Davies is first reported in Lamar in 1902. He set out to build 
the hotel ̂ recognizing the need for a stop-over point for travellers 

and a place where workingmen could find low cost accommodation. 
Local source*still recall his <dissatisfaction with the hired 
contractors and the lumber supplied by the local lumber yard. 
As a result Davies fired the contractors and shipped two train 

loads of lumber from Arkansas to complete the building.

It was this same energy that quickly turned the hotel into 

a success. Room and boardwre provided for the workers at the 
.sugar beet factory just outside of town. In addition Davies 8 
practice was to greet the train every night and return with /

( non » -i- \
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customers. As a result, the hotel was frequently filled- and 

Davtes himself often had to sleep at his desk for lack of a room.

The hotel, in addition, to serving the normal mixture of 
customers,also housed some prominent individuals who passed 

through Lamar in its early days. The : famous bank robbers Ralph 
and Jake Fleagle stayed there before robbing the First National 

Bank of Lama.r and murdering four citizens. Tom Mix was a frequent 

guest before he achieved movie fame. Governor Alva Adams was 

there in 1906. However, perhaps the most mysterious customer was 
a member of Pancho Villa's gang,remembered only as Chamberlain, 

who used to take his vacations in Lamar. According to Davies* 
daughter, "Dad remembers that Chamberlain would always sit facing 

the door and used to tell him stories of his exploits." 

Chamberlain was later hanged.

In 1975, the property was purchased by the current owner 

who is carefully renovating it into a modern office building. 

While maintaining the historical integrity of the structure, 

these renovations will once again make it an important and viable 
structure within the town of Lamar.


