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DESCRIPTION

CONDI Tl ON GECGKONE GECK ON\E
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IFKNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Located at theintersection of Park and Union Streets, the Attleboro
Post Office i sa dramatic representation of thestatement that
governmental buildings nmay be known for their monumentality rather
that for their size. Physically inposing when conpared t othe one-
story commrercial buildings nearby, thePost Office i ssited i n the
Park Square nei ghborhood of Attleboro, anarea realizing theresurgance
of civic and comercial construction in, what was, anunderused and
neglected area. ThenewAttleboro City Hall hasjust been conpleted
(October 1985) onasite imediately totheeast, andthe Police
Station i srelocating toa refurbished building directly tothe rear
of the property.

Built i n1916 at a cost of $85,000., rectangular i nplan, sone 100
feet long by 72feet deep, thebuilding contains 7,500 square feet of
first floor space. Thefull basement i sused for post office storage
and mechani cal spaces. Apartial nmezzanine i nthefront nass of the
building serves as a swing roomand locker space anddictatest he
front of thebuilding asa twostory section. Theintroductionof
slight side facade projections andthedifferentiation of theparapets
visually segnment thebuilding into twodistinct masses, with thefront,
public |obby nore enriched than therear workroom

The Attleboro Post Office i sof formal, Neo-Classic design. Wththe
exception of t hebroad, granite steps that rise totheslightly
projecting podium Indiana Limestone i stheexclusive exterior
material used onthis ediface. Thelimestone base i sseparated from
the primary wall nass by a gracefully cut watertable i nthestyle of

an unseated torus, set above a nodular reveal. A sinple base block,
m nutley protruding over the watertable, defines the mgjor floor
cour se.

The entrance portico dictates thestyle of design. TheClassic Ronan
decastile portico, sparingly used i nimperial Rone, i sremniscent of
Hadrian's Tenpl e of Venus and Fone. Monolithic |imestone, Tuscan
colums frame large vertical bays i ntheportico. Al um num nuntined
sash and entrance doors disturb theotherwi se classic presence.
Detailed blind panels with delicate sinkings rest over theunadorned
w ndow openings. Corresponding pilasters ontheportico wall mirror
the statement of thefree-standing colunmns.

The endbays i nthefront facade arecentered with a small, scaled-
down version of thecentral bayw ndow, incongruous with theremaining
fenestration but functionally necessary duetotheinterior ceiling
restrictions. Theextended, front portion 9f each side facade exhibits
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slightly projecting, three bayed pavilions with fenestration, panels
and pilasters simlar to, and conplenmenting the main entrance.

The entablature i sfinely but sinply detailed. Egg and dart moul di ngs

separate thearchitrave fromthefrieze. Dentils,

under a secondary

egg and dart astragal band, are capped with a delicately carved corona

and sima, surrounding theentire building. The cornice

i scapped with

a high, unadorned |imestone parapet on a projecting base, on thefront
nmass of this ediface, visually segmenting thebuilding intotwo

distinct nasses at t heroof line. The rear workroom area,
with thelow parapet base course i s, while less dom nant,

in character, detail and use of material.

capped sinply
a continuum

Lobby modifications have relocated theoriginal placement of the lock-
boxes and wi ndow stations i ntheservice screen. The exterior bays of
the entrance arerepeated i nthepublic lobby with plaster pilasters
burying thensel ves on dadoes i nthehigh, marble wainscotting.

Di agonal marble block flooring i scontained with perimeter
against a black, marble base. An elaborately detailed,

with rosettes i ncoupled block, i sthefocal point

stripsset

plaster ceiling,
of thelobby.
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James A Wetnore, Act. Sup. Arch't.

SPECIFIC DATES Constructed 1916 DER ARCH TECT
BUL King Lunber Co., Contractor

STATEMENT F S| GN FI CANCE

Constructed i n1916, theAttleboro Post Office possesses integrity of
location design, setting, materials and workmanship as well as significant
association with therapid devel opment of theCity of Attleboroi n the
early twentiethcentury. |t thus nmeets National Register criteria A

and C

Originally settled i n1643 by t he Rehoboth and Seekonk Grants, theC ity
of Attleborowas established as t he Town of Attleborough i n1694 by

W lliam Blackstone. The town was actually founded as a haven fromt he
religious persecution by thePlynouth and Massachusetts Bay |eaders.
The Attleboro area was t heoriginal stopping place of Roger WIliams,
who subsequently noved across theriver toRhode Island toridhimelf
of thereligious tyranny of thePlynouth Patent. Naned i nhonor of

the English hone of his ancestors, Blackstone's town covered the best
farmng land i nPlymouth Col ony and remained an agricultural community
until theend of theRevolutionary Veér.

At theend of theeighteenth century however, industry created a new
econonmic inpact on this community. The jewelry trade, for which this
city i sfanmpus, began i n1780, thefirst tannery began operationi n
1787 and, at theturn of thecentury i n1801, thetextile industry,
whi ch tremendously expanded t heentire Blackstone Valley, began with
Ebenezer Tyler's print cloth mill.

In 1789, thePostal Service started service i nthenorthern precincts
of Attleborowith Israil Hatch appointed as Postmaster. There has been
sone |ocal question as totheoriginal postmaster and his successors,
largely due tothefact that thenorthern precincts of Attleboro, where
the Postmaster and his office were | ocated, becane t he Town of North
Attleboro i n1887. The post office i nthearea then known as East
Attleboro now becane t he Main Post Office for Attleboro.

Ezra Bartlett was first- appointed Postmaster i n1820 and kept the mail,
whi ch was shipped i non t he Taunton and Provi dence stages, i na small
office next door totheGdeon Sneet House. M. Bartlett was followed
in office by theReverand Nathan Hol man, who kept themail i n his
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. office desk. 1 n1827, Orville Bolkcom was appoi nted Post master
and t hepost office was located i nBol kcom s Tavern where it remined
until 1850, when it nmoved t othePark Hotel, locally known ast he
"Bank Building", on Park Street. This nmove was due tolack of space
and want of "nore suitable space". Nathan Luther, who originated the

1850 relocation, and ever i nneed of adequate space, moved the office
again tospace i ntheSturdy Building, and introduced |ockboxes for
the postal patrons. The final nove t orental space was nade by
Postmaster Phillip Brady i n1886, when theoffice was noved to the
Bat es (pera House.

The spatial requirements of thePost Office were predicated uponthe
econonmic and physical growth of thecommunity. Wth the initial
industrialization of thetown and t headvent of t heBoston and
Providence Railroad i n1836, great inmpetus was given t o devel opnent
on new industries and commercial life i nAttleboro. The dramatically
expandi ng econony continued toenlargethephysical comunity andthe
denmand f or operational post office space w's unabat ed.

For a town that always rented municipal office space, (until October,
1985) thetown adm nistration was of theopinion that a Post Office of
sufficient size and stature for their community was nore important
than a Town Hall, and at theurging of theDaggett and Draper families.
Congressnen Mssrs. Anes of this district and Buffington of Fall River
were petitioned for assistance. Attleboro Post Office however, was
constructed as a "requirement of Governnent Business”, not for the
"conveni ence of thepeople”, or "dictated by local reason".

As thereceipts were i nexcess of sixty thousand dollars annually, the
new post office was tobe a first-class, designation 'B building with
veneered |imestone or sandstone, and be frieproof throughout. An
additional stipulation under theClassification Act determ ned that t he
valuation of theadjoining property be sonewhat bel ow t heval ue of the
prime comrercial real estate i nthearea. The site chosen was at the
intersection of Park and Union Street, literally across thetracks from
the newy constructed, downtown comercial district with its Italianate
and vernacular architectural styles.

Designed under Acting Supervising Treasury Architect James A Wt nore,
but with Louis A Sinmoni ncharge, theAttleboro Post Offcie echosthe
characteristics of Janmes Knox Taylor's Neo-Classical, or "Anerican
Revival" nonunents of mass and symmetry. Constructed on t he eastern
edge of thebusiness district i na one-story commercial and residential
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nei ghborhood, this ediface denonstrated tangible and visual evidence
of theFederal Presence. Mnunental i nsize and nature, this bold
interpretation presented a projecting decastile portico tothepublic,
set on a high base and captured with thesmooth Indiana Linestone
termnals.

This structure i sa well preserved exanple of early twentieth-century
Federal design, one of theoutstanding classical edifaces i nthis
city and an essential elenment of Attleboro's cityscape.

[t ishighly fitting that, after almost seventy years, thePost Office
retained themagnetismtodraw thefirst permanent City Hall andt he

newy created Police Station as immediate neighbors i nthis underused
but excitingly renewed east rim of thecentral district.
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July 29, 1986

The Honorable Kai On Shang
Mayor, City of Attletioro
City Ball

29 Park Street

Attleboro, HA 02703

Dear Myor Shang:

The DS Postal service inconjunction with the Maasachueetts State Bistorlc
Preservation Officer in Boston has evaluated the Main Post Office in Attleboro
and has deteraineil It I ssignificant froa an historical viewpoint.

In view of the above evaluation, the US Postal Service Intends to nonmnate
this building to the National Register of Historic Places. W would, prior to
oar taking formal action, appreciate receiving your concurrence.

If you conctir with oar proposed action, kindly return a signed copy of this
letter inthe enclosed envel ope.

Sincerely,
y ‘-//.S/\” ." ! I ) o0 ° ° ° ° "
Qegory G|l el and
Eaokosdir dnager
Concur:
cc: Pile 0018E
Readi ng
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WINDSOR, CONNECTICUT 06006-0330

Septenber 1, 1987

M. Carol D Shull

Chief of Registration

National Register of Historic Places
National Park Service

Departnent of Interior

Vishi ngton, OC  20240- 1002

Dear M. Shul | :

The Postal Serviceis pleased t osubmt nomnations for the
followng Post Office facilities:

119 HmSt., Wrcester Gounty, MIlbury, M .
217 Conmerical St., Branstabl e County, Provincetown, INA
37 Taunton Geen, Bristol County, Taunton, M

2 Abbott St., Mdd esex County, V@burn, M

58 Church St., Wrcester County, Vhitinsville, M

321 Main St., Mddl esex County, \kefield, M

48 Waterford RJ., Mddl esex County, Wnchester, M\

75 Park St., Bristol County, Attleboro, M

90 Center St., Pynouth County, M ddl eborough, M

o NoOUIThwNE

>

Se of these nomnations were submtted previously and returned i
order that full quadrangle naps could be included. This has been
done inall cases.

Shoul d there be any q\uesti ons concer ni ng t hese nom nati ons, pl ease
do not hesitate tocall ne on 203-285-7181.

Sincerely,

Wlliam S
Real Estate Specialist, Principal

Encl osur es

cc:  John Sorenson
Real ty Acquisition Specialist, Principal
Vishi ngton, OC

4 19/



