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Town Quincy, MA/ NRA

Address 39-41 Grandviev Avenue

Historic Nane Jonathan Dexter Record House
Use: Present  Two famlv dvelling
Original TVOfamly d\-;olling
DESCR PTi avr

Dat e ca. early 1890s

Source Quincy Historical Society Records
Style  Queen Anne
Architect unknovn
Exterior Wall Fabric vood cl apboards, shing;

Qut bui | di ngs none

My or Alterations (wth dates)
porch filled i n (1950s)

Condition Good

Mved no Dat e

Acreage |ess than one acre: 7, 705 sg.ft.
Setting This i sone of thebest preserved ar
| argest houses on Gandviev Avenue, a
principal street of substantial late 19th
century residences on Wl laston Hill.
Recorded by Fannin &Lehner/ J. Johnson
Organi zation Quincv Historical Comm ssion

Dat e June 21, 1986/ Mav 1987



NATI ONAL REGQ STER (R TER A STATBEMEKT (if appl i cabl e)

The Queen Anne style house at 39-41 G andvi ew Avenue i s theroost el aborate

and best preseirved exanpl e of the substantial, two-famly residences built

at Wllaston Hill inthe [ate nineteenth centurﬁ. Associated vith the devel opnent
of Quincy's first affluent residential neighborhood for Boston cexnntuters, t he
house retainsintegrity of desi ?n, location, materials, feeling and association,

and fulfills Criteria Aand Cof the National Register of Historic Places on
the local level.

ARCH TEi RAL S GNH CANCE  Describe iinportant architectural features andeval uate in terns of
other buildings wthin the oonnunity.

= | NENTORY KEMIGONTT NUATT ON SHEET

HSICIICAL S QJIH CANCE Explain the role owners played in local or state history and howthe
building relates to the devel opnent of the connunity.

S | NENTGRY FKORMGONTT NATT AN SHEET

Bl BUCai APHY and/ or REFS BENES o
Assessor s Records.
Wl liam Churchill Edvards. Historic Quincy, Massachsuetts, 1957, p.297.
H Hobart Hol Iy, Qui nc?/ Hi storical Society.
a

D Foster Taylor, "Wllaston As it Vés Inthe 1870s." (1946) Quincy History, Quincy Hisotirical
Society, January, 1985.
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Indicate each item oninventory formwhich is being continued bel ow

H STORI CAL SI GNI FI CANCE — 39- 41 (RANDV EWAVENLE 4
JONATHAN D. RECORD HOUSE Ayi

Jonathan O Record, a Boston dryplates manufacturer, built thistwo-
fam [y house at 39-41 G andview Avenue i ntheearly 1890s. Record sold
to Edgar B Hunt, a Boston hides dealer i n1906. Hunt's ownership was
brief for by 1907t he property had been acquired by Henry S Epes, a
naval architect at theElectric Boat Conpany i nQuincy, manufacturer of

submarine boats. The Epes owned t he house until after 1935. Thisi s
one of a handful of large two-famly residences built on Wollaston
Hei ghts.

"'y " .'y ' L

This house i slocated i nWol|aston Heights, a neighborhood of
substantial suburban houses built durin% t helast three decades of the
19th century. Defined as thesection of Wllaston |ocated on Wl |l aston
Hill, theWollaston Heights neighborhood i sroughly bounded by Beale
Street (north); South Central Avenue (south); Newport Avenue and t he
MBTA tracks (east); andSouth Central Avenue (west). The neighborhood
was part of a 300acre tract of farm and purchased by t he Wl laston
Land Associates | n1869. The Associates marketed Wollaston Heights as
a status residential community for affluent Qui nc?/ busi nessmenand
Boston comuters. Keyt ot hesuccess of t hedevel opment was t he easy
access totherailroad which, by the 1860s, hadopened a stationat
Beal e and Newport Street. | nan arrangenent ne%otiated by Geor ge "
Pi nkham business manager for the developers, thed dColony Railroad
Issued free passes good for three years t oanyone purchasing a house
lot from t heWllaston Land Associates. Rapid building construction
ensued with themajority of houses i nt heneighborhood built by 1900.

Staple tolnventory form at bottom



I NVENTCRY FORM GONTI NUATI ON SHEET Coramunity: Foam Na:

MASSAGHLEETTS H STCR CAL GCTWSS ON Quincy, MA

Office of the Secretary, Boston _ _
Property Name”™n-if*Ali  t>-P"coM

I ndicate each item oninventory formwhich i s being continued bel cw

ARCH TECTURAL SI GNI FI CANCE — 39- 41 GRANDV BW AVENLE .
JOND FECOROHAEE . -, '

This i s oneof thelargest Queen Anne houses on Wl | aston Heights. | t
has t hestatus symbol of t heperiod: atall three-story corner tower.
It i s oneof a smll nunber of double residences erected on Wl | aston
Hill allbuilt to resemble thesubstantial single-famly houses around
them |tsconplex roof, asymmetrical silhouette, varied wall materials
and irreqular fenestration are al |l characteristics of the Queen Anne
style. The elevations feature projecting bay w ndows and roof
dormers. The min entrance i senclosed within a two story porch

supported by turned posts andemnbellished with large arched openings on
the second floor Ilevel. Al'though theporch was filled 1 nduringthe
1950s, t hechange does not constitute amjor loss of integrity.

Staple tolnventory form at bottom
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United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service AG  719B9

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet

Section number Page
Multiple Resource Area
Thematic G oup
Nane Quincy MRA
State Norfol k County, MASSACHEETTS
Nom nation/ Type of Review , . Dat e/ Si gnat ure

61. Quincy Savings Bank ) ) . N
ERler 831 Reg! ST efig epex - IrANLAN

Attest
62. Quincy Water GConpany Pinmping, Station eepex/
ti | Regi st
nationa egi ster Attest
63. Record, Jonathan Dexter , House ' M*Keeper
Attest
64. Reed, Timothy, House Substantive HevialT Keeper
o o ' L . AtteSt
65. Richards, Alfred H., IIBHStred in the {tLepex
Hat | onal Regi ster
Attest
frAd. Sal emLut heran Church Subst antive Vaxr'i NYNES MNAN,
_ Attest
67. Sheppard, Eben W, House ~:aAti”U at"gcii .fi~" ot-A~A\A~ASIftm~r
DOE/OW Attest
68. Sidelinger, GCeorge E., House o AMAgeper” AA+A9
Sntered I n the -
national Register Attest
69. South Junior High School yMKeeper_ IA/LMNA
Attest
70. Spear, Seth, Homestead yreper/C>AANNN_N_NN NAVEA

Sntered In the
National Begister Attest
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Address 39-41 Gandvi ew Avenue

QJ NCY, MASSACHEETTS /| NRA
Assessors Map # 5184-85- 86
1979

Scale: 1inch equals 80 feet



Please refer to the map In the
Multiple Property Cover Sheet
for this property
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