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The First Presbyterian Church is a good example of the Neo-classical Revival. 
It resembles a Palladian villa with a low Roman dome and a two story portico 
in the Ionic order. A series of wide steps lead up to the imposing four columned 
entrance. These Ionic columns were sculpted from single pieces of Boise sand­ 
stone. The building is constructed of Denver turkey-egg brick and Boise sand­ 
stone and has a slate roof. All the windows are stained glass except those 
under the portico.

The building is on a terraced lot which is "suggestive of the hills upon which 
the Greeks built. There is a cutstone curbing surrounding the entire 215' of 
lot frontage in all adding to the imposing effect," according to a contemporary 
account, although the building is certainly more Roman than Greek!*

In plan the auditorium is oriented diagonally from the entry, A low north side 
addition of modern design was added in 1958-1959. Also at this time the interior 
was renovated and a.ground floor chapel was constructed. These do not detract 
from the main design.

1 Idaho Register April 13, 1920, p. 8, c. 3.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The First Presbyterian Church Is architecturally significant in being a good 
example of the Neo-classical revival style. The dome and Ionic portico are 
impressive by Idaho's standards. The columns were reportedly the largest single 
pieces of stone removed from the Boise quarries. The landscaping further en­ 
hances the building's effect.

This is the only building In Idaho designed by J. C. Fulton. This Uniontown, 
Pennsylvania, architect specialized in churches, and this plan was an almost 
exact duplicate of a church he designed in his hometown.
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