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Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements
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Architectural Classification:

N/A

Other Description: N/A

Materials: foundation N/A roof N/A
walls N/A other N/A

Describe present and historic physical appearance. X See continuation
sheet.

Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in
relation to other properties: National

Applicable National Register Criteria: A
Criteria Considerations (Exceptions): N/A

Areas of Significance: Military

Period(s) of Significance: 1862

Significant Dates: 1862

Significant Person(s): N/A

Cultural Affiliation: N/A

Architect/Builder: N/A

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria
considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above.
X See continuation sheet.
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Summary

The boundary increase to the Prairie Grove Battlefield nomination includes 66
acres added to the north, northeast, and east of the original 1970 National
Register listing. With open prairie to the north, a wooded ridge running east-
west that roughly bisects the park addition, and largely open, slightly rolling
hills to the south and southeast of the ridge, the landscape closely approximates
the appearance of the area in December, 1862 at the time of the battle. There
are three buildings extant on the property: the 1870 Borden House, individually
listed on the National Register; and a modern residence and garage that are
noncontributing.

Elaboration

Prairie Grove Battlefield State Park, to the north of U.S. Highway 62 on the
eastern outskirts of the town of Prairie Grove, consists of approximately 130
acres, 66 of which have been added to the battlefield park since the original
National Register nomination in 1970. The 1970 National Register listing includes
a number of resources that, although unrelated and perhaps inappropriate to the
interpretation of the events of December 7, 1862, are reflective of the
commemorative and memorial focus of battIlefield preservation efforts in the late
nineteenth and early twentieth centuries.

By comparison, the acreage added to the battlefield state park since the original
National Register listing more closely approximates the appearance of the area at
the time of the battle in 1862, with a minimum of inappropriate additions and
infill to detract from the historic landscape. This National Register boundary
increase encompasses the current boundaries of the state park and corresponds
roughly to the Borden farm as it existed at the time of the battle: the Borden
House itself, a cornfield, and an orchard. The Borden House, listed individually
on the National Register on March 17, 1977, is tzhe only historic structure within
the park boundaries located on its original site.” The historic Borden wheatfield,

1For example, the relocation of the Rhea’s Mill chimney monument, the
relocated and reconstructed Ozark village, and the placement of the Hindman Hall
interpretive center, probably tell us more about the activities of the United
Daughters of the Confederacy in northwest Arkansas in the 1910’s and the early
development of Arkansas’s state park system than they do about the actual battle
of Prairie Grove.

2The existing Borden House was built in 1870 on the ruins of the original
Borden House, which burned shortly after the Battle of Prairie Grove. Because
the current structure is historic in its’ own right and so closely approximates
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to the east of the Borden House, is the only major component of the original
Borden farm outside of the current state park boundaries.

The boundary increase to the Prairie Grove Battlefield State Park is bisected by
a wooded ridge running along an east-west axis, with an open plain descending
into the Illinois River wvalley corridor to the north and slightly rolling hills,
largely unforested, extending to the south and southeast of the ridge. This
ridge provided an ideal defensive position for the Confederate army as it
prepared to meet the advancing Union troops under Francis Herron. From these
heights, the Confederate artillery could command the open plain and river
crossing below. The Union positions at the foot of the ridge, well-preserved and
accessed by a walking trail, reveal the difficulties the federals faced in
assaulting the Confederate positions above.

The current park is attractive and well-maintained, with a number of trees, well-
kept lawns, gravel roads and footpaths, pichic and group meeting facilities, a
museum-visitors center, a playground, and a recreated Ozark village; most of
these modern facilities are located in the western, original portion of the park,
while the portion being amended to the original National Register listing includes
the 1870 Borden House (not counted in the number of resources section as it is
already on the National Register), a recreated orchard located to the south of the
Borden House, and surrounding farmland. There are only two noncontributing
resources, a modern residence which serves as the park superintendent’s office
and an associated garage. The two structures are located near Hwy. 62, to the
southeast of the Borden House, and are relatively unobtrusive when considering
the vast amount of acreage that has survived unspoiled since 1862.

The town of Prairie Grove, established in the late 19th Century, has encompassed
most of the southern and southwestern portions of the battlefield. The town is
located in the high-growth corridor of northwest Arkansas and is expected to
continue its expansion. Consequently, the Prairie Grove Battlefield has been
identified as a priority site under the criteria of the Secretary of the Interior’s
American Battlefield Protection Program.

From the Borden House on the ridge, one can view a landscape remarkably similar
to that present at the time of the battle. All of the battlefield visible from this
vantage point, other than the forested ridge to the east and west, is in
agricultural use of some type, although corn was the predominant crop in 1862.

the original building both physically and temporally, it is not considered an
inappropriate addition. An Arkansas black apple orchard, presumably the same

type extant in 1862, has been reintroduced in an attempt to recreate the historic
orchard.
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Some modern intrusions such as commercial chicken houses, barns, outbuildings,
and residences are visible beyond the park boundaries; however, the wvisual

integrity of the battlefield has not been substantially or irrevocably damaged by
these intrusions.
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Summary

The Prairie Grove Battlefield boundary increase is being nominated under
Criterion A with national significance for its association with the heaviest, most
severe fighting of the Battle of Prairie Grove, the last major Civil War
engagement in Northwest Arkansas. Although General Hindman’s Confederates
held the field at the end of fighting, their subsequent retreat enabled the Union
occupation of Northwest Arkansas. In effect, the battle represents a major blow
to the Confederate war effort in the Trans-Mississippi department.

Elaboration

The Battle of Prairie Grove, although short, was one of the fiercest Civil War
battles fought west of the Mississippi River. On December 7, 1862, the Confederate
Army of Major General Thomas C. Hindman (11,000 men) engaged the Union
divisions of Brigadier Generals Francis J. Herron (5,000 men) and James G. Blunt
(3,500 men) near the Prairie Grove Church, about twelve miles southwest of
Fayetteville, Arkansas. Hindman’s original plans had been to strike Blunt, whose
forces were isolated at Cane Hill a few miles west of the Prairie Grove Church.
However, General Herron’s forced march from Springfield, Missouri into Northwest
Arkansas forced a reassessment of Hindman’s strategy. Upon learning that
Herron’s men were at Fayetteville, Hindman devised a new objective, to place his
numerically superior army between the two Union columns and prevent their
joining. Hindman planned to first destroy Herron’s column, then turn west to
confront Blunt’s forces. Leaving campfires burning to deceive Blunt’s Federals,
Hindman’s army bypassed Blunt at Cane Hill and moved north to attack Herron’s
footsore soldiers.

Combat was initiated with the rout of Herron’s cavalry by the advancing
Confederate horsemen. After crossing the Illinois River in pursuit of the
retreating Union cavalry, Hindman’s horsemen confronted Herron’s infantry and
were forced to fall back. Meanwhile, the rest of the Confederate army took up
a defensive position on the wooded high ground northeast of the Prairie Grove
Church, which dominated the Illinois River valley below. Crossing the Illinois
River under fire from Confederate artillery, Herron unlimbered his artillery and
began to exchange fire with the Confederate batteries on the high ground around
the Borden House. However, with a large number of his cavalry in the rear
guarding his 400 supply wagons, Herron’s effective offensive force amounted to
less than 4,000 troops.

The Confederate right flank, consisting of Fagan’s Infantry Brigade, Shelby’s
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Cavalry Brigade, and MacDonald’s Independent Regiment,1 was anchored on the
Borden farm and orchard, on a ridge overlpoking the Illinois River Valley and
General Francis J. Herron’s artillery below.” Civil War historian Shelby Foote
lauds Hindman’s "admirable judgement" in assembling his forces on this ridge,
"a strong defensive position upon the brow of a densely wooded hill commanding
the Cane Hill ?nd Fayetteville Road and within artillery range of the ford of
Illinois Creek,"’ while Arkansas History Commission historian John L. Ferguson
notes that "[t]he most severe fighting of the battle took place about the Borden
House and orchard," and Gen,Fral Herron reported seeing more than 300 dead in
the vicinity of the residence.

The battle began as an artillery duel. Herron’s forces held a distinct advantage
in the number and range of artillery pieces they were able to bring to bear, and
proceeded to pummel the Confederate positions flanking the Borden House.
Following this uneven artillery duel, Union troops mounted two bloody infantry
attacks on the Borden House hill; both were repulsed by the stalwart Confederate
defenders. Confederate counterattacks likewise failed due to withering canister
fire from the massed Union artillery batteries. Early in the afternoon, an attack
by Confederate infantry threatened to finish of Herron’s exhausted and
beleaguered troops, but the balance of power shifted with the arrival of General
Blunt’s division on the Confederate left flank at about 2:30 p.m.

The sounds of battle at Prairie Grove were clearly audible to General Blunt’s
forces stationed at Cane Hill. Certain that Herron had been engaged by the
Confederates, Blunt put his troops in motion to supply support and relief to his
counterpart. Marching northwest by way of Rhea’s Mill, Blunt’s contingent
entered the field of battle and assumed a position in front of the Morton House

1Fagan’s Brigade included the 34th Arkansas Infantry, the 22nd Arkansas
Infantry, the 29th Arkansas Infantry and Hawthorne’s Infantry. Gordon’s
Cavalry, Coffee’s Cavalry, and Jeans’s Cavalry made up Shelby’s Brigade.

2Herron’s contingent on the Confederate right flank included the 20th
Wisconsin, the 19th Iowa, the 26th Indiana, and the 94th Illinois.

3
1986).

BJohn L. Ferguson, Arkansas and the Civil War (Little Rock, Arkansas:
Pioneer Press, 1964).

Shelby Foote, The Civil War: A Narrative History (New York: Random House,

7Herron most likely overestimated, since the Official Records note only 339
deaths in all.
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and the fighting spread westward along the ridge with savage attacks and
counterattacks that continued until night fell. Blunt’s assaults on the
Confederate placements were turned back however, and nightfall brought a
respite in the savage fighting with neither side gaining an advantage over the
other.

Assessing his losses and determining that further combat would be fruitless,
General Hindman retreated from the battlefield under cover of darkness and
returned to Van Buren on the Arkansas River. In reporting on the battle and
the rationale for the Confederate retreat, Hindman cited lack of food and
insufficient ammunition for his decision not to engage the Union forces the next
day. Total Union losses at Prairie Grove included 175 killed, 813 wounded, and
263 missing. Confederate losses were similar, with 164 killed, 817 wounded, and
336 missing; General John S. Marmaduke’s cavalry division probably sustained the
heaviest losses. A number of Union dead were buried in trenches around the
Borden House and farm; however, these burials were later removed.

Prairie Grove was the last major Civil War engagement in Northwest Arkansas,
and the Confederates never again tried to use the region as an avent&e to invade
Missouri. Although Prairie Grove may have technically been a draw’, Hindman’s
retreat subsequently paved the way for the Union occupation of Northwest
Arkansas; in effect, Prairie Grove represented a defeat for the Confederacy in
the Trans-Mississippi West. Hindman’s Cane Hill-Prairie Grove campaign to drive
the enemy from Arkansas was an abject failure, and over the next year Van
Buren, Fort Smith, and ultimately Litt&e Rock were to fall as a result of the
Confederate "victory'" at Prairie Grove.

The additional acreage acquired by the state park since the 1970 National
Register listing is significant because it incorporates the heaviest, most severe
fighting of the Battle of Prairie Grove, and because its appearance closely
approximates that of December 7, 1862. For these reasons, the battlefield site is
being nominated under Criterion A with national significance.

8Despite his nocturnal retreat, Hindman’s forces still held the field at the
end of the day and may have technically been the victors, but neither side was
annihilated and both sustained roughly the same number of casualties.

9William D. Baker, in Prairie Grove Battlefield State Park Protection Study
(Little Rock, Arkansas: Arkansas Department of Parks and Tourism, 1992).

Jack E. Porter, "Prairie Grove Battlefield Park National Register Nomination"
(Little Rock, Arkansas: Arkansas Historic Preservation Program, 1969).

Patrick Horan and Stephen E. Courtney, "Borden House National Register
Nomination" (Little Rock, Arkansas: Arkansas Historic Preservation Program, 1976).
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Acreage of Property: 65.83

UTM References: Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing
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X See continuation sheet.
Verbal Boundary Description: See continuation sheet.

SW 1/4, SW 1/4, Section 8 and part of the NW 1/4, NW 1/4, Section 17 all in

Township 15N, Range 31W, Washington County containing approximately 65.83
acres.

Boundary Justification: See continuation sheet.

This boundary is defined by the current boundary of the Prairie Grove
Battlefield State Park with the exception of the original 64-acre park

boundary reflected in the 1970 National Register listing. This additional
acreage closely approximates the 1862 appearance of the historic Borden farm,
which was the site of the heaviest, most severe fighting of the Battle of
Prairie Grove. This boundary increase does not include the historic Borden

wheatfield because it lies outside of the present park boundary and has been
substantially developed.
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September 24, 1992

Carol D. Shull

Chief of Registration

United States Department of the Interior
National Register of Historic Places
National Park Service

1100 "L" Street, NW

Washington, DC 20240

RE: Prairie Grove Battlefield (Boundary Increase)
Prairie Grove, Washington County

Dear Carol:

We are enclosing for your review the nomination of the above referenced property. The
Arkansas Historic Preservation Program has complied with all applicable nominating
procedures and notification requirements in the nomination process.

Thank you for your consideration in this matter.

Sincerely,

BP

Cathy Buford
i¢ Preservation Officer

CB:kg

Enclosures

Suite 200 * 225 East Markham e Little Rock, Arkansas, 72201 ¢ Phone (501) 324-9346

A Division of the Department of Arkansas Heritage




