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1. Name of Property
historic name Frederick Fiske and Gretchen Osgood Warren House

*other names/site number The Hutch

2. Location

street & number 42 Bolton Road N/A  not for publication
city or town  Harvard N/A  vicinity
state  Massachusetts code MA countv  Worcester code 027 zip code 01451

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1986, as amended, | hereby certify that this J& nomination
« request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of
Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property
meets ¢ does not meet tbe National Register Criteria. | recommend that this property be considered significant

« nationally « statewide ] ”locally. (¢ See continuation sheet for additional comments.)

re of certifying official/Tite Judith B. M€D6nough, Executive Director | Date'
chusetts Historical Commission, State Historic Preservation Officer

State or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property « meets ¢« does not meet the National Register criteria. (¢ See continuation sheet for additional Comments.)
Signature of certifying official/Title Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

)nal Park Service Certification
hereoy certify that this property is: Date of Action
entered in the National Register
* See continuation sheet.

« detennined eligible for the Entered ill t Ha
National Register . .
National Eegi stwB

« See continuation sheet.
« determined not eligible for the
National Register
« removed from the
National Register
« other (explain):



Fiske and Gretchen Warren House

Name of Property

5. Classification

Ownership of Property
(Check as many boxes as apply)

X_ private

_ public-local

_ public-State
_ public-Federal

Categoiry of Property
(Check only one box)

X_ building{s)
_ district

__ site

_ structure
_ object

Name of related multiple property listing

(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.)

N/A

6. Function or Use

Historic Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

DOMESTIC: single dwelling

camp

7. Description
Architectural Classification

(Enter categories from instructions)
Shingle
Craftsman

Narrative Description

Harvard (Worcester Countv), Massachusetts

County and State

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.)

Contributing

3 2
0 0
0 0
0 0
3 2

Number of contributing resources

in the Nationai Register

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

DOMESTIC: single dwelling *

camp

Materials
(Enter categories from Instructions)

foundation stone and brick

walls shingle and concrete
roof asphalt shingle
other

(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

Noncontributing

_building

sites
structures
objects

Total
previously listed



Fiske and Gretchen Warren House
Name of Property

8. Statement of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria
(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property
for National Register listing.)

X. A Property is associated with events that have
made a significant contribution to the broad
patterns of our history.

x_B Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

x_C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
of a type, period, or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses
high artistic values, or represents a significant and
distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction.

D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield,
information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations
(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply.)

Property is:

A owned by religious institution or used for
religious purposes.

B removed from its original location.

C a birthplace or grave.

D a cemetery.

E a reconstructed building, object, or structure.
F a commemorative property.

G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance
within the past 50 years.

Narrative Statement of Significance

(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

9. Major Bibliographical References

Harvard (Worcester Countv), Massachusetts
County and State

Areas of Significance
(Enter categories from instructions)

ARCHITECTURE
COMMUNITY PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT
SOCIAL HISTORY

Period of Significance
1894-1946

Significant Dates
1940

Significant Person
(Complete if Criterion B is marked above)

Fiske Warren

Cultural Affiliation

Architect/Builder

(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.)

Preyious documentation on file (NPS):

preliminary determination of individual listing (36
CFR 67) has been requested

_ previously listed in the National Register

_ previously determined eligible by the Nationai
Register

_ designated a National Historic Landmark

_ recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey
#

_ recorded by Historic American Engineering
Record #

Primary location of additional data:

X State Historic Preservation Office

_ Other State agency

_ Federal agency

_ Local government

_University

__ Other '
Name of repository:

Massachusetts Historical Commission



Fiske and Gretchen Warren House Harvard (Worcester Countv), Massachusetts
Name of Property County and State

10. Geographical Data
Acreage of Property 10 acres

UTM References See continuation sheet.
(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet)

1. 19 287 460 4707 220 3. 19 287540 4707020
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing
2. 19 287770 4707220 4. 19 287380 4707020
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing

See continuation sheet
Verbal Boundary Description

(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.)

Boundary Justification
(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.)

11. Form Prepared By

nameftitle Claire W. Dempsev with Betsy Freidberg, National Register Director

organization Massachusetts Historical Commission date October, 1996
street & number 220 Morrissey Boulevard , telephone 617-727-8470
city or town Massachusetts state MA zip code 02125

Additional Documentation
Submit the following items with the completed form:

Continuation Sheets

Maps
A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.
A sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or humerous resources.

Photographs

Representative black and white photographs of the property.
Additional items (Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional Items)

Property Owner
(Complete this item at the request of the SHPO or FPO.)

name Donna Conklin
street & number 42 Bolton Road telephone
city or town Harvard state MA zip code -1451

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain
a benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 et seq.).

Estimated Burden Statement Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response including the time for
reviewing instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or
any aspect of this form to the Chief, Administrative Services Division, National Park Service, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the
Office of Management and Budget, Paperwork Reductions Project (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503.
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7. DESCRIPTION

The Fiske and Gretchen Osgood Warren House was congtructed in 1894 as the country retrest known es
"the Hutch" for afamily of weshhy Bogton intellectuals and eccentrics.  Both Warrens were well-known
for their broad intellectua interests and pursuits, and Fiske in particular became a period celebrity for his
anti-imperialist activities, his embrace of the smplelife, and his establishment of "endaves of economic
rent.” Hissumme edaein Harvard became the nudeus of hundreds of dispersed acres, most on Bolton,
Sough, and Wes Bare Hill roads, incorporated into such an endave, known as Tahanto. The houseis
located & 42 Bolton Road, the primary north-south artery south of Harvard's center village, positioned
within alarge lot of over ten acres, down along drive avay from the road and oriented toward Bear Hill
Pond to the west. The samelot is the location of a smal subterranean garagejust eedt of the house, a
smal cottage to the west behind the house, and two modem gablesto the north dong the drive in front
of the house At present, the houseincludestwo primary masses the large gable block houseof 1894 and
ahip-roofed addition of 1940, both executed in the Shingle style. Thewell-maintained house and property
ae an important component in Harvard's digtinctive late 19th and early 20th century landscape of retrest
and respite.

Harvard, Massechusdtts is a suburban and exurban town located in eestem Worcester County, in the
uplands eadt of the Nashua River valley. First sdtled late in the 17th century and experiencing little
industrial growth during the 19th century, the town's landscgpe retains dements of its early experience
of village and outlying farms benegth a post-World War |1 veneer of suburban devdopment. The town's
civic focus. Harvard Center, is located in the town's geographic center, while the older village of Still
River overlooksthe Naghua in the southwest, and the remnants of the longstanding Sheker village survive
in the northeest.

As the 19th century progressed. Harvard's atractive farm landscgpe and its location just thirty milesto
the northwest of Boston combined to meke the town attractive for vacaioners. While some purchesd
exiging farms, athers built fashionable houses in popular picturesque and reviva styles. The Warren
House falls into this category as do two other of the summer houses assodiated with endave members
The Mason House is a large brick Georgian Reviva house st far back from 90 Bolton Road (MHC #
181), a2 1/2-gory hip-roof block with flanking wings. The Dixon House isa large Tudor Revival house
dted within alarge lot & 16 West Bare Hill Road (MHC # 180), a complex-gabled mass congmcted of
brick on the first floor and uccoed above, the facade omamented by half-timbering. While some summer
visitors choselarge rura edates, others sdected smdler and more rustic pondside cottagesfor their visits.
On the shoresand on the idands of Bare Hill Pond, small cottageswere congmcted a the end of the 19th
century, small sngle-gory gmctures that shere many charecteristics of campground cottages. Early in
the 20th century these picturesque examples gave way to Craftsman cottages, and the cabin on Warren
Avenue (MHC # 185) is among the bet-presarved examples congmcted by the pond, probably between
1916 and 1927. Much of its charm lies in its setting, the cabin, garage, and Sudio s2t on a smadll rise
covered in pine neadleswithin awooded lot. The cottage hes a broad gabled roof over its primary mess
with arugticfiel dstonechimney and foundations. A smilar sructure islocated within the samelot asthe

(continued)
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Warren House. These properties provided a contragt within the landscape not just in their scdleand style,
but dso in their siting within the landscgpe While earlier builders clung to the roadways, these
newcomers sought privacy and quiet degp within their properties, preferring naturd vidas to the Seedy
traffic of everyday life. (Dempsey and FitzPetrick 1992-94: passim)

The parcd that now indudes the Fiske Warren House is st far back from Bolton Road, with anarrow
neck extending between two of the lots that have been subdivided aong the former frontage, and then
expanding into alarge rectangular 1ot of over ten acres Since Warren purchasad hundreds of acreswithin
the town, it is not certain what relationship this present configuration bears to earlier ot lines in the
vicinity. Much of the parcd is wooded, with dearings around the buildingsand an eguedrian training
ring near the front or eedt of the lot. The primary drive into the property isagrave drive curving off to
the southwest from the small dreet frontage. Along this path are located two modern farm buildings, eech
a framed gable block. The northem building is oriented with its gable end and wide entry to thedrive.
Nearby to the south, along perpendicular block isentered a its south end. The long driveformsacircle
in front of the house The portion of the circular drive awvay from the house to the eedt rises on a
fieldstone retaining wall over atwo-car garage &t intothe rise. In this areathere once dood a separate
svice section of the house, rising above the surviving garage and connected to the main portion by an
endosed bridge. The portion of the lot around the house falls of f to the rear, marked by terraced retaining
walls and covered with small portions of lawn and many shede trees. The drive extends beyond the house
to the rear of the lot, where another circular driveis positioned before asmal hip-block cottage, probably
congmcted between 1916 and 1927. Covered in dapboards and lit with 66 saeh, the rectangular building
hes anew deck extending from the south elevation. The entry to the cottage isdirectly into aliving room
extending the full width of the south section of the building. A kitchen and dining area form anell-
shaped room on the north sde of the building, with dosats and a bath in the re-entrant angle.

The Fiske Warren House is a large house combining dements of the Shingle and the Colonial Reviva
dyles. The house is covered in brown shingles with a painted boxed comice, plain board corners, and

plain board window surrounds. It combines two primary masses both of a single pile in depth, two

dories in height on the street or east devation, three dories on the wes elevation, where the lowest story

opensonto the lower lawn level. Near the laterd walls of the house, where the land dopes dramatically
off toward the rear, gone retaining walls mn dongsde the foundation, providing a buffer to the damp,

while aramp connector to the cod dorage isflankedby gone retaining wallsaswell. The original house
isthe left or south section, the primary block with a high gable roof The hip-roofed service section of

the house on the right or north is st forward and was added to the house in 1940.

The origina gabled block isdivided into two broad bays, with asingle-story,flat-roofedwing extending
two baysto the left or south of the house The entry to the houseis located near thejuncture of the two
blocks, marked by a broad facade gable and extended forward as a lower, gable-roofed enclosed entry
porch. The porch islit on its Sde devation with narrow 4/4 sseh and on the facade with ahalf-round fan
in the pedimented gable. The doorway has a smple surround of Doric pilasters and anarrow entablature.
The section of the facade marked by the facade geble is lit by a smal window on the first floor and a

(continued)
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centered small window in the gable. The building's chimney isaso located a the north end of the gabled
block, rising dong the rear wall; a projecting polygona bay is located a the south end of the gabled
block. The remainder of the rear devation isregularly fenedrated with smilar double-hung sash. The
south dde devation islit by two double-hung saeh in the basament and second floor, and a broad triple
window in the third story wall st back behind the porch over the lower wing. Most of the building's
seeh are 6/6; those in the ssoond story of the gebled section are 8/8.

The interior arangement  of the original house is more distinctive, reminiscent of resort houses desgned
to maximize degping and entertaining goaces, and probably the origin of the name "the Hutch." Entry
to the building isinto avedtibule and gair hall trimmed in wainscoting said to have come from afamily
houssinireand. All of the rooms are aranged <0 that their windows face the wes to take advantage of
the pond view now partially blocked by recent growth trees. The public rooms of the house are located
in its upper story, dominated by the huge living room, warmed by a large stone Arts and Crafts style
fireplace, and open to the gable with chestnut tmsses adding to the medievd flavor. To the south beyond
this room isa smdler conservatory with abay window, opening onto the porch over the lower wing. On
the floor entered from the primary east entry are three of the bedrooms, each with private bath, acoessed
from a hallway leading out of this vestibule and extending south aong the ees Sde of the house the
origina function of the fourth room directly beyond the vestibule is presently unknown. The northem
ditting rooms are hegted with corner fireplaces. The lower floor, exposad to the reer lawn dong itswest
wall, isconfigured with along eedt hallway, alarge bedroom & the south end, three rooms aong the west
wall (two bedrooms and a bath), and a large omamentadly painted room a the north end, opening onto
the rear lawn. Still further below benesth this exposed ground level is a subterranean area including
dorage and a fumaceroom.

Originally, the service goeoes of this house were located in an addition to the house's eest eevation, which
was demolished in 1940. Thetwo-story gabled block was oriented perpendicular to the main house, with
irregular fenestration. This section of the building was connected to the main block over the drive by a
bridge, endosed and fenedrated, and gpparently joining the main block a the sscond level into what is
now awindow inthe projecting gable. 1t was removed & the timethe 1940 wing was added to themain
house The added hipped block brought the service goeoes of the house doser to the main block. It is
a0 a sngle-pile sructure, divided into three broad bays with paired windows in the centrd bay; the
north, sde eevation hes a sngle reer sseh over the two sseh on the first floor. The interior of this
addition is exceptiond for having retained all of its original Generd Electric meta cupboards, adthough
ome gppliances have bean replaced.  Closest to the original house is the butler's pantry, fitted with
cupboards along eech long wall, plumbed, and housing the dumb waiter, acoess to the secondary Stair, and
the buzzer sysem. The middle of the wing housesthe kitchen, with the largest windows above the sink
and ample work and sorage aress. Each of theserooms' cupboards are fitted with eectric lightsthat tum
on automatically when their doors open. The outer room, with windowson three ddes is the laundry,
with built-in ironing area. The second floor indudes three more bedrooms.  From the right rear corner
of the houseamodem lower basament-level extension is Sited, opening onto the terraced yard a the rear
of the house and bardly visiblefrom the front of the house. (Conklin 1995)

(continued)
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Archaeologica Description

While no prehigtoric dtes are currently recorded on the Fiske Warren House property, it is possible that

dtesare present. One dte isrecorded in the generd area (within one mile). The physica characteridtics
of the property included severd well drained level to moderatdly doping locaesin dase proximity (within

1000 feet/300 meters) to the small unnamed ponds eedt of Bolton Road. Thesefactors represent favorable
locationa criteria for many Native American subsdence and settlement activities. Given the above

information, the dze of the nominated property (10 acres), known prehigtoric Ste dendties and locations
in the region and the availability of undeveloped land, a moderate to high potential exigts for recovering
significant prehistoric survivals.

There is dso a moderate to high potential for significant historic archaeological resources on the Fiske
Warren House property. Stmctura remains may survive from an addition to the house's eedt elevation
which housad its sarvice goece which was demolished in 1940. The remains of outbuildings and trash
aess may aso survive dthough none have been identified to date. Sheat refiise pattems may dso exist
from activities conducted inthe vicinity of the house

(end)

8 STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Frederick Fiske and Gretchen Oggood Warren House is an important historical monument within the
town of Harvard, Worceser County, Massachusetts  Fiske Warren was awell-known figure a the tum
of the century, avoca anti-imperidist and follower of arange of Progressve-era movements toward the
dample life, characterized by cultural historians as anti-modemidt in inspiration. A large esae on an
ample parce of land, the property is the key component in Tahanto, an "endave of economic rent"
established by Warren in the town, its distinctive property-ownership scheameand dternative community
originating in the theories of economist Henry George. The ample Shingle style houseisawel-preserved
example of adistinctive form of resort architecture, linking it to the broader pattems of seesond mral and
sedderdreds that arose inthe 19th century. The Frederick Fiske and Gretchen Osgood Warren House
medts National Regider criteriaA, B, and C a the loca levd. It retains integrity of location, setting,
design, materids, workmanship, feeling, and association. Additional properties within the town associated
with the Tahanto Enclave are ds0 believed to be potentidly digible as pat of a multiple property
nomination. Properties purchasad by Warren and other Tahanto tmstees, and the remodeing and building
undertaken on these properties, added important new historic resources to the town, while the busnesses
Warren established provided employment for digolaced farmers and other workers. Scattered across the
town, these dements make an important contribution to Harvard's historic landscape.

(continued)
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Harvard hes its municipal roots in the granting of the Nashaway Plantation in 1643, a large parcd
meesuring eight by ten milesthat became the town of Lancagter, as well as the similarly large town of
Groton, incorporated in 1655. Settlement in the area began in the west near the Nashua River, ad as
settlers increesed in number. Harvard was incorporated as a sgparate town from parts of these communities
in 1732. Digpersed agricultural settlement and mixed grain and husbandry characterized the town's
colonial period, followed by Federd-period intensification of agricultural settlement.  Clugtered villages
and hamlets could be found in Harvard's center village and a thetumpike village in Still River. A clugter
of mills could be found on Bowers Brook north of the center village, the town's only example of
traditional 19th century water-powered indudtrial development. The town participated to a degree in the
mid-19th century shift to dairy farming, but it was its proximity to eestem cities and the presence of the
rallroad that made its farmers tum their fertile lands to market gardening. Its chief agriculturd
deve opment, however, camewith the rise of gpple culture in the town and region, leading to its position
& the Commonwedth's chief producer in 1940. During the 18th ad 19th century. Harvard was
exceptiond for its repegted attraction into its midst of unusud if not eccentric communa societies.
Shadrach Iredland garted the pattem with his community inthe northwest part of the town, which in turn
atracted Mother Ann Lee and her earlies Sheker followers a the end of the 18th century. Far more
short-lived but no lessemblematic and influential was the Transcendentdis Fmitlands on Prospect Hill.
(Nourse 183 and Anderson 1976, passim)

Thetown's natura beauty mede it increasingly attractive to visitors, and summer homes becamea popular
feature inthe town. At first many of the summer visitors were former resdents, returning seesondly to

their family farms from their new middle-dass livesin city and suburb. Others boarded with resdents,

in the handful of inns, or a the Sheker Rural Retreat. By the tum of the century, however, wedthier

vigitors began to purchase tracts and congmct larger and more fashionable homes  Clara Endicott Sears
bought the Alcott farm, built a home, the Pergolas, and surrounded it with historic gmctures, the core of
the Fmitlands Museums Fiske Warren devdoped a Single Tax Enclave in the town, Tahanto, and to it

carme his smilarly minded assodates, purchasing significant acreege in the town dong Bolton Road and

Wes Bare Hill Road, aswell asthe Shaker Village when it was abandoned by the dwindling group in the
1910s Author F.S. Savage notes about Harvard in the first quarter of the 20th century: "There are many

old farms that have been purchased by city people and much land hes been brought and nice houses
aected by people of wedlth that probably would never have known the town..." had it not been for

Warren. (Savage 1924: 49)

Frederick Fiske Warren (1862-1938) built this house as his summe home, probably shortly after he
sHected Harvard for hismral retreat in about 1894. Warren was the youngest son in the family of Samud

Dennis and Susan Comelia Clarke Warren, resdents of Boston and Watham. S.D. Warren had mede his
wedth in pgpar manufacturing a the Cumberland Mills in Westbrook, Maine, a first making manila ad
newsprint, later shifting tofine-qualitybook and meagazine pgpers when others shifted to pulp peper. The
Warrens divided their time between art-filled homes on Mount Vemon Stregt in Boston and their Cedar

Hill edate in Wadtham. A ddicae child, educated a Havard in the family tradition, Fiske mede
Emerson's essay "Sdlf Rdiance’ his guide. Fiske Warren was an unusua member of an unusud and

(continued)
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weslthy family that included brother Sam, who carried on the family business and sarved as board member
and presdent of the Museum of Fine Arts; Ned, a collector of art; Comelia, founder of the Dennison

House sattlement; and Henry, aHarvard Orienta scholar. I1n 1891 he married Gretchen Osgood, daughter

of Hamilton and Margaret Gushing Pearmain Osgood. Gretchen was an exceptiona woman, raised in a
household of intellectuals, Oxford-educated, amezzo-soprano, poet, and lecturer, and perhaps best known

for the portrait of her by John Singer Sargent in 1903, "Mrs. Warren and Her Daughter." Together and

sparady Gretchen and Fiske participated in the socid and intellectual life of Massachusatts elite during
the tum of the century and beyond. (Green 1989: passim)

Fiske Warren was awell-known eccentric during his life, notorious as an anti-imperidist, a vegetarian,
and awearer of reform clothing like digital socks when he wore clothinga all. Warren wes an early
automobile owner and avid travder, U.S. tennis champion in 1893, and publisher of The Warren-Clarke
Genedlogy the following year. While many found humor in his pursuits. Warren was a participant ina
range of causesthat fall under the large umbrella of Progressve-era reform. A socid, political, ad
intellectual movement of the early 20th century. Progressves amed to improve and restore a nation
cormpted by oversees expandon, industridization, labor and working-class unres, and corporate
arogance. A member of the Massachusetts Reform Club and president of the American Peeoe Society
from 1903 to 1911, Warren's mog active political role came in his effortsto gain independence for the
Philippines. Asafounding member of the Anti-Imperiaist League in Boston in 1898, Warren became
acquainted with Sixto Lopez, amember of the Phillipine deegation traveling the world to gain recognition
for the newly formed Republic of the Philippines. Hewrote and gpoke on the topic, studied and visited
the idands, and eventudly devised a compromise position on the issue, independence for the Philippines
only, which led to the demise of the Anti-Imperiaist League (Greene 1989: 149, 186-87, 221-25)

Warren's importance to the Town of Harvard liesin his etablishment here of a sngletax enclave, one
of ahandful of similar communities esteblished by followers of Henry George early inthe 20th century.
George (1839-1897) weas the author of Progressand Poverty (1879) in which he st forth his sysem to
establish communities and govemments basad on the long-held point of view that the right to use and
occupy land bdongsto al, and that private ownership of red esateis no more acogptable than ownership
of air or of sunshine Others had held this belief, but George had st forth a meansto accomplish it in
the form of the "singletax" and "economic rent” that many believed medethe god possble without the
addition of ahuge bureaucracy. The plan was acogptable parhagps because it induded no expectation that
the land would be divided equdly or even involve large-scde land takings. George's plan would focus
on diminishing the importance and power of landlords by taxing their renta income a a rate of 100%.
He beieved that rental income was uneamed and 0 gppropriate for a high rate of taxation, and that the
large um 0 raised would diminate the need for any other taxes Landlords would thus become mere
land agents, receiving a moderate compensation for their rent-collecting activities. There would be no
taxation on anything mede by human hands and, with no tariffs, truly free trade would emerge  In his
anti-landlord position, George found many adherents and, with the visionaries Edward Bellamy (Looking
Backward, 1888) and Henry Demarest Lloyd (Wedth Against Commonweslth, 1894), he was a very
popular figure during hislifetime.

(continued)
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A smdl number of these adherents made atemptsto put George's sysem into practice, establishing single-
tax endlaves during the period from the 1890sthrough the 1930s  Although afull history of the enclavid

movement hes yet to be written, Fiske Warren's publication, the annud Endaves of Single Tax, published
in Harvard between 1921 and 1933, provides useful information. Fifteen endaves were founded during
this period, beginning with Fairhope, Alabama, in 1895, and including settlements in Delaware (two), New
Jarsey, Maryland, Michigan, Ohio, Andorra, Australia, France, and Germany. In part because of Warren's
efforts. New England held the largest concentration of endaves with Tahanto, Shakerton, and Trapeo
in Massachusatts, and Halidon in Maine. Warren esablished Tahanto and Shakerton in Harvard ad

neighboring Ayer, as well a the Maine endave located near his family's pgper mills. Endavesvaried

from one ancther in Sze and reform activitiesincluding cooperative gores, credit unions, craft guilds,
schools, and the promotion of Eperanto. Many of them began as resorts, and most members resded a
the endaves only during the summer months.

Warren was one of a smal number of converts to this sysdem financially cgpable of acting on his belief
and assiging inthe esablishment of an endave inHarvard. He had a nudeus of property there dreedy
and eventually purchased atotal of ten farms and other miscdlaneous acreege totaling over 1,000 acres
During hisearliest yearsin the town, he had, according to Savage, gpant significant sums establishing his
farm and supporting his property with awaterworks and eectric generator, and employed many local men
in these endeavors (Savage 1924: 45-46). Mot of the land was in the vicinity of his house, dong the
wes dde of Bolton Road toward Bare Hill Pond, aong both ddes of Wes Bare Hill Road, and a the
north end of Eag Bare Hill Road neer its intersection with Bolton Road. With this base of operationsin
place. Warren reed George's book in 1909 and immediately established an endave when he leesed the
first lot of land to Ellen Mongovin. Warren a this time sarved as landlord and land agent as he gave
Foecid leasesto interested participants in the schame in retum for their payment of an economic rent.
He was joined in the venture by a number of influentiadl members of the academic and intellectua
community. Not all members of the endave even resded there, gpparently joining to demondrate their
support of the enterprise. Most maintained only summer residences, but severd occupied their houses
year-round and engaged infarming, lumbering, and box manufacture. Warren and his family registered
to vote in Harvard.

In 1912 Warren and two other men, Lewis Jerome Johnson and William L. Price, esablished the Tahanto
Tmst, which held a portion of the land (Warren retained a portion himself) and provided a smcturefor
life inthe endlave. Inthe desd of tmgt, Fiske and the athers dated their purpose to establish "asocid
sydem of progress, industry, and mutua helpfulness' and edablished a sydem of govemance for its
members and the land they leesed. Members of the community determined land uses and oent the
accumulated rents by vote of the membership, which included all resdents or leaseholders over fifteen
years of age and "without discrimination besed on sex." Andected council of three conducted mog of
the budgness including the alocation of land and the assessmatt of rent, with the assgance of an
appointed treesurer and clerk. From the collected rents would be paid the local and gate taxes owed by
individuals on red and persond property, and from the resdua funds, sumswere paid to Warren and
others who purchased land for the endave, aswell as for any other projects for the public benefit agreed

(continued)
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on by members of the endave.  Any improvement to the property bdonged to the lessses who were
required, in addition to paying rent, to follow the regulations of the community (including a prohibition
agang cutting any trees larger than 4" indiameter). Five years after the establishment of the Trust, the
endave included 517 acreswith 15 houses, collecting $3,769 in gross economic rent, yielding a net rent
of $561 after the payment of taxes and for the purchase of land. (Tahanto Pragpectus ca 1916: pasim)
By 1930 the holdings had grown significantly: Warren himself owned 566.86 acres in the Tahanto lands
aswell as 517.29 acres a the Shaker Village, while the Tmat held 966.46 acres (Inventory and Vauation
of Harvard 1930)

A number of town resdents as well as members of the Masssechusdtts dlite cameto live or vacation in the
encdlave, occupying remodded older homes or building ample new onesfor themsdves Membership in
the community has not been recongmcted in detail but included both residents of Harvard, who had sold
their land to Warren, and wedlthy assodates of Warren, many of whom were well-known intellectuals.
Clark University's presdent. Harvard University faculty, prominent members of Boston's medica dlite,
a wide range of individuals of prominence found themsdves dtracted to Tahanto. Mortimer Phillips
Mason, a cousn of Fiske Warren, built a house in Havard in 1914. Warren's father Samud Dennis
Warren and Mason's father Mortimer Mason were partners in SD.Warren & Company. Although his
brother Herbert Mason followed their father into the pgper busness Mortimer Phillips Mason followed
hisintellectua interests as did his Warren cousins and was a professor of philosophy a Bowdoin College
in Maine. Of the extended Mason and Warren clan, Mortimer Mason was the cousin most engaged in
Fiske Warren's activitiesand sarved as a trustee for the Georgian Trust, esablished to encourage the
formation of singletax endaves and the beliefsof Henry George. Mason later sold the houseto one of
Warren's sons-inlaw. Roland B. Dixon is best known for his position as curator of ethnology a the
Pesbody Museum of Harvard University. Because of their wealth, mog of these newcomers to the
endave did not need to concem themsdves with baancing their incomes agang their economic rent.
Although not large in number, handsome turn-of-the-century houses scaitered throughout the town's outer
reeches are tesament to the newcomers to the town.

But Warren was the prime mover in the community. 1t was hiswedth that enebled the enclave toinclude
any subgantid moneymaking operations, in the form of a large sock farm and orchard, though these
provided employment for town citizens more often than for the wealthy newcomers to Harvard. Warren

provided employment during his earliest years as he renodded houses and other buildings and as he buih
his house and the sscondary buildings, including a stock bam, icehouse, boathouse, and "hermitage’ on

his other properties and hisfarm. Author F.S. Savege saved as superintendent & this time, overseeing

to 70 men and nine teams of two horses His adminigtration building, from which the entire operation

was managed, wes located on Bolton Road until a fire nearly destroyed it and the remnant became a
resdence.

In additionto buildings. Warren added an daborate water sysdem between the primary houses, portions
of which may still be in place but whose location in not precisaly known. The Warren Cider Box Factory
isthe best-preserved surviva of the large-scdle agricultura operations Fiske Warren established in Harvard

(continued)
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a the tum of the century. Like many Harvard farms, goples were a primary product, and here boxeswere
assambled in which to trangport them. The factory is Stuated near the sawmill that cut wood for the
boxes. This dte was dso the location of the Warren generator, which provided power to his properties,
and the factory was sarved by the Warren waterworks, whose reservoir was located a 58 and 60 Bolton
Road. Warren's boathouse eventualy cameto the town, but hes been demolished. Warren donated land
for both the Green Eyrie Girl Scout Camp on Bare Hill Pond and the Saint Theressdla Roman Catholc
Church on Still River Road.

Fiske Warren died in 1938, and the endave gradualy cmmbled without his support and enthusasm. His
wife Gretchen Oggood Warren lived until 1959, continuing to summer in Harvard with her children Rachd
Warren Lothrop Barton (b. 1892), Marjorie Warren Whitman (b. 1899), and Hamilton Warren (b. 1903).
Shortly after Fiske's degth the only major aheration to the house was meade, the demolition of the
independent  sarvice building and the construction of a modem attached service wing to replace it.
Although each child recelved some of the Harvard holdings, the principal holders of Warren's property
were hiswife and oldest daughter Rachd, who is believed to have made the dterations to the house. The
family's large holdings were gradudly sold off after Gretchen Warren's death by her heirs including
parcds adjacent to this one aong Bolton Road and the newly laid-out Tahanto Trail. After membars of
the Warren family, the property hed a single short-term owner before the current owners took possesson
in the early 1970s The large interior lot, as well as adjacent parcds purchasad by the current owners,
ae currently worked as ahorse farm.

Archaeologica Significance

Since pattems of prehistoric occupation in Harvard are poorly understood, any surviving Stes could be
significant. Prehigtoric Stesinthis area could provide vauable information on the relationships between
Native American upland settlement dlong tributary streams, upland wetlands and larger riverine draineges
such as the NashuaRiver to the west. Severd prehistoric Stes have been located aong the latter drainege
in the vicinity of the Fort Devens Military Reservation, approximately threeto four milesto the southwest
of the nominated property.

Historic archaeologica remains described above have the potentia to document portions of the house no
longer extant and provide detailed information on itsinhabitants who characterized arangeof Progressve-
aa movements presant at the end of the 19th and early 20th centuries. Foundation remains, footings and
constmction features may survive from an addition to the house's eest devation which was demolished
in 1940. This information can be used to recondruct that portion of the house as well as define its
congruction techniques. Detailed andyss of sheat refuse patterns and trash aress around the house, if
they exist, can d<0 provide us with information on the activitieswhich occurred on the property and data
pertaining to the lifewaysof the inhabitants. This information would be important in determining the
extent to which the occupants pursued the smple life and anti-imperialist/modemist philosophies.

(end)
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10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA

Verba boundary Description:

The boundaries of the Fiske Warren House are marked on the attached town of Harvard assessor's map
#22 and include the entire parcel held by the current property owner.

Boundary Justification:

The boundaries of the Fske Waren House ware dravn to indude the entire parod presently assodated
with the house

= (end)
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