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DESCRIPTION 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

B u i l t c. 1770, the Harnden Tavern faces south on a major r e s i d e n t i a l road i n Wilmington. 
The 2 story clapboard structure has a hip roof with a large central chimney and 
is two rooms wide and two deep, with a central h a l l . The focal point of the facade 
is the central doorway with i t s Doric p i l a s t e r s , f u l l c lassical entablature and 
dentiled triangular pediment. Like the pediment, the house cornice i s also dentiled. 

A long 2 story clapboard e l l , believed to have been b u i l t i n the f i r s t h alf of the 
19th c , extends east from the northeast corner of the house. The e l l has a ridge 
roof and the four f i r s t f l o o r windows are flanked by a small open porch at either 
end. The east elevation of the e l l also has a small open porch. A t a l l narrow 
chimney projects from the ridge peak i n the center of the e l l . 

A large 2h story ridge roof barn i s situated further to the east of the e l l , with 
i t s axis north-south. Covered with clapboard, the barn has irregular window openings 
and a number of doors on i t s south and west sides. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 
B u i l t c.1770, the Harnden Tavern i s s i g n i f i c a n t as the only example of late Georgian 
architecture i n Wilmington and as the home of a family of important physicians. 

The house was b u i l t by Ebenezer Jones, a local contractor, probably for speculation. 
Sometime prior to 1795, the house was sold to Capt.Joshua' Harnden, a Revolutionary 
War hero and a member of a committee which reported to the Cambridge Convention on 
the formation of the State Constitution i n 1780. For t h i r t y years thereafter i t was known 
as the Harnden Tavern, a popular grog shop on the main road from Salem to Lowell. I n 
1818 the Inn was sold to Dr.Silas Brown. Silas' father, Jonathan(1735-1822) was the 
physician who went to Saratoga i n October 1777 to escort the B r i t i s h o f f i c e r s to Cambridge 
after Burgoyne's surrender. Dismayed by the doctrines of the established churches i n 
the years before the C i v i l War, the Silas Browns embraced the doctrines of the Sweden-
borgians, ardent a b o l i t i o n i s t s . I t was at t h i s time that the tavern i s believed to 
have become a stop i n the underground railway. The secret chamber located i n the southwest 
bedroom next to the center chimney may have been used to harbor runaway slaves. 
There aace no substantiating documents, however, other than family l e t t e r s which"make 
only i n d i r e c t references because of the great need for secrecy at that time. Silas 
Brown was a practicing physician i n Wilmington for over 50 years and died i n 1864. 
Silas's son,Jonathan, also served as a local and wartime physician. After having studied 
with his father and at Harvard Medical School, Jonathan was appointed resident physician 
of the new State Almshouse i n Tewksbury i n 1854. He served as superintendent there 
for 11 years. For 6 months i n 1862, he served as Chief Surgeon under Gen.Mc Clellan i n Va. 
but after contracting malaria, he returned home. He resigned his position at the Almshouse 
in 1865 and resumed private practice. He died i n 1867. I n 1893 the Hathaway family 
acquired the Tavern and owned i t for 150 years. 

On June 25,1973 the Township of Wilmington voted to take the Harnden Tavern by eminent 
domain under the State's Historic Eminent Domain Act, to preserve i t from threatened 
demolition. This i s the only case i n which the provisions of t h i s act have been i 
exercised. 

Now used as a house museum and caretaker's quarters, the Tavern i s an unusually well 
preserved late Georgian house. Among many other elements, i t retains i t s o r i g i n a l 
clapboards, entrance door, window panes and sash. The i n t e r i o r remains l i t t l e changed 
as well. - . ' . 
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