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Built c. 1770, t heHarnden Tavern faces south on a major residential road in WImngton.
The 2 story clapboard structure has a hip roof with a large central chimey and

is tworoons wide and two deep, with a central hall. The focal point of the facade

is thecentral doorway with its Doric pilasters, full classical entablatureand
dentiled triangular pediment. Like thepediment, thehouse cornice i salso dentiled.

A long 2 story clapboard ell, believed t o have been huilt i nthefirst half of the
19th ¢, extends east fromthenortheast corner of thehouse. The ell has aridge
roof and thefour first floor windows areflanked by a small open porch at either
end. The east elevation of theell also has a small open porch. A tall narrow
chimey projects fromtheridge peak i nthecenter of the ell.

A large 2h story ridge roof barn i ssituated further totheeast of theell, with
its axis north-south. Covered with clapboard, thebarn has irregular wi ndow openings
and a nunber of doors on it ssouth and west sides.
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STATEMENT - S QN H CANCE
Built c.1770, the Harnden Tavern i ssignificant as theonly exanple of late Georgian
architecture i nWImngton and as t he hone of a famly of important physicians.

The house was built by Ebenezer Jones, a local contractor, probably for speculation.
Sonetime prior to 1795, t hehouse was sold t o Capt.Joshua' Harnden, a Revolutionary

Wr hero and a nenber of a committeewhich reported tothe Canbridge Convention on

the formation of theState Constitution i n1780. For thirty years thereafter it was known
as t heHarnden Tavern, a popular grog shop on themain road from SalemtoLowell. I n

1818 thelnnwas sold toDr.Silas Brown. Silas' father, Jonathan(1735-1822) wast he
physician who went t o Saratoga i nCOctober 1777 t oescort theBritish officers t o Canbridge
after Burgoyne's surrender. Dismayed by t hedoctrines of theestablished churches i n

the years before theCivil War, theSilas Browns enbraced t hedoctrines of t he Sweden-
borgi ans, ardent abolitionists. [t was at this time that thetavern i shelievedto

have becorme a stop i nt heunderground railway. The secret chanber located i nthe southwest
bedroom next t othecenter chimey nmay have been used t o harbor runaway slaves.

There & no substantiating docunments, however, other than famly letters which"nake

only indirect references because of thegreat need for secrecy at that time. Silas

Brown was a practicing physician i nWImngton for over 50 years and died i n 1864.

Silas's son,Jonathan, also served as a local and wartime physician. After having studied
with hisfather and at Harvard Medi cal School, Jonathan was appointed resident physician
of thenew State Al mshouse i nTewksbury i n1854. He served as superintendent there

for 11 years. For 6 months i n 1862, he served as Chief Surgeon under Gen. M Clellan i nVa.
but after contracting malaria, he returned home. He resigned hisposition at t he Al nshouse
in 1865 and resumed private practice. H died i n1867. | n 1893 t he Hathaway family
acquired t heTavern and owned it for 150 years.

h June 25,1973 t he Townshi p of W I m ngton voted t otake t he Harnden Tavern by em nent
domai n under t heState's Historic Em nent Domain Act, t opreserve it from threatened
demolition. This i stheonly case i nwhich theprovisions of this act have been i
exercised.

Now used as a house nuseum and caretaker's quarters, theTaverni san unusually well
preserved |ate Georgian house. Anong nany other elements, it retains its original

cl apboards, entrance door, wi ndow panes and sash. The interior remains|little changed
as well. - '
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