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DNAME 
HISTORIC 

Wilson House· 

AND/ OR COMMON 
Wilson-Thurlby House 

fJLOCATION 
st 5th S' ·f-, STREET & NUMBER 214 

CITY, TOWN 
.~us sell villt!l 

- VICINITY OF 

STATE 

DcLASSIFICATION 

CATEGORY 

_DISTRICT 

X BUILDING(S) 

_STRUCTURE 

_SITE 

_OBJECT 

OWNERSHIP STATUS 

_PUBLIC X OCCUPIED 

~RIVATE _ UNOCCUPIED 

_BOTH _WORK IN PROGRESS 

PUBLIC ACQUISITION X ACCESSIBLE 
_ IN PROCESS _YES: RESTRICTED 

_BEING CONSIDERED _ YES: UNRESTRICTED 

_NO 

DOWNER OF PROPERTY 

_NOT FOR PUBLICATION 

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 
Third 

COUNTY 
.. op 

PRESENT USE 

_AGRICULTURE __ MUSEUM 

_COMMERCIAL _PARK 

_EDUCATIONAL ~PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

_ENTERTAINMENT _RELIGIOUS 

_ GOVERNMENT _SCIENTIFIC 

_INDUSTRIAL 

_MILITARY 

_TRANSPORTATION 

_OTHER : 

NAME ··illi ~obert Thurlby and C ille da s Thurlby 

STREET & NUMBER 2_1) t !:" "h •I· as fv 

CITY. TOWN cUSsell vill~ STATE A.rk~n~S 
_ VICINITY OF 

0LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE. 
REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC. 

Circuit Clerk ' s Office 

STREET & NUMBER . pe County Courth use 

CITY. TOWN .us sell ville STATE rkanstts 

IJ REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

DATE 

_ FEDERAL _STATE _COUNTY _ LOCAL 

DEPOSITORY FOR 

SURVEY RECORDS 

CITY, TOWN STATE 



B DESCRIPTION 

_EXCELLENT 

:xr GOOD 

_ FAIR 

CONDITION 

_DETERIORATED 

_RUI~S 
_ UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

_UNALTERED 

~LTERED 

CHECK ONE 

XORIGINAL SITE 

_MOVED DATE: __ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Wil~on-Ke p House was construct!'!d in 1902 -1~03 in .. usMllville , 
trkansas . ·This two store r, red brick ho e is noted for its li!Ail.ssi ve front 
ortico vihich is B U!,) orted by two 1 .rre , round colu ns with Doric c:n:>it ls . 

This p ir of colu ns extends fro the sec nd storey portic down to a foun­
dation of locally qu•tried stone . The u er balcl')ny extends across the 
front and round one h lf of the e st side of the house . It is guarded by 
a wooden railin with sqnare itch- ine baluster .. , inted white . 

The house sits on a beautiful corner lot urrounded by nassive oak nd el 
trees lvhich Here lanted in thee rly 1900 ' s by the orb:ina.l on r , Jurlr:e 
R. B. llilson. The sid~walk leading fro the house to th~ street is of hand 
quaried stone hauled to the site by . ule te~ and Ha "ln . Origin 1 hitchin · 
posts of the B· e rocc , ca ped by steel rinrs , stand t the ea t and north 
of the house . 

A decorative brick w~ll surrounds the porch on the first floor 1 vel . 
even s ~ller colu ns sup ort the porch . Access to the porches is provided 

by central entries on e .ch storey accented by a trans and sidelights of 
bev led f,lass . An oval stained gl ss HindovJ enhances the beauty of the 
portico ' s center gable . 

The back of the house is e bellished by a two storey orch running the 
entire Htdth of the house . Ori ;in 1 ornamental 't·Jooclt-Jork and tongue and 
groove flooring still exi:;t . L tticework sc'~" 1""'5 the lc ~er back orch . 
The origin 1 servants qu.1rters , vlhich uas a two""::cool fra. e cottage, still 
s~nds at the back of the house. 

The entrance features a :r:w.ssive center hall tc ith built-in settee at 
the base of the 5tairs . The center hall is f1..".nked by large roo s and 
feeling of oPenness exists there due to ten foot doorHays between the 
rooms . Hmvever , sliding t..rall panels e it privacy, 1..rhen desjred . 

The oripin 1 house had six u stairs bedroon'!S placed on ei th .r sidri of 
a lonp hall . ·~en the house w s sold in 1963 , these ·ere chanred into two 
upst irs a ~rt ents . The resent o1-mer intends t r. turn t.he house to a 
one-fa ily &-relling . r;hen the house a built, >-Jall - to -1 all c r etin ·, 
an innoV"' ~ion for 1903, 12.3 installed. · A portion of thi '5 oririn 1 c3r et 
re ains in the u stairs hall. 

There are tJo fire lnces in the house . The livin~ roo fireplace is of 
decorative cast iron and fe tures a c~ntral beveled mirror flanked by tr o 
s~all bevel irrors. The second fire lace is cons0ruct d of geo· etric lly 
arran ed r .d til .• 

1 he original Hell hous r in.., t.t ch d vo the soutrnvest corn ·r of the 
house . It is no-1 beinr: used as a den Hith the original brick t alls exoosed 
and the pt.: lp and cistern still useable and pro in~ntly displayed . 



II SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

_PREHISTORIC 

_1400-1499 

-1 500-1599 

_1600-1699 

_1700-1799 

_1800-1899 

x 19oo-

_ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC 

-ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC 

-AGRICULTURE 

_5..RCHITECTURE 

_ART 
X 

_COMMERCE 

_COMMUNICATIONS 

SPECIFIC DATES 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

_COMMUNITY PLANNING 

_CONSERVATION 

_ECONOMICS 

_EDUCATION 

_ENGINEERING 

_EXPLORATION/ SETTLEMENT 

_INDUSTRY 

_INVENTION 

_lANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

_lAW 

_LITERATURE 

_MILITARY 

_MUSIC 

_PHILOSOPHY 

X POLITICS/ GOVERNMENT 

BUILDER/ ARCHITECT 

_RELIGION 

_SCIENCE 

_SCULPTURE 

_SOCIAUHUMANITARIAN 

_THEATER 

_TRANSPORTATION 

_OTHER (SPECIFY) 

R. B. Hilson, born r·1ay 16, 1850J in Tennessee , . oved to .Arkansas 1-Jitt his 
fa ily and made a na e for hi"1self as n l"..wyer, circuit judge and planter. 
He became knotm throughout Arkansas for his t'.!any :!'hil•mthro ic endeavors at 
enhancing the cultur'l qualities of his adopt d state. In 1878, while serving 

$ ope County Judp.:e , he ·1 s instru l;ntal in mking the decision to move the 
County Seat fro Dover to Russellville, a. very controv~rsial issue at that ti e . 

Judge Yils n felt that uomen had suffered re;;J.tly s a result of the ".:ivil 
·far. This ~ttitude rm ted his gift of 1 nd for a U. D. C. Park in Russellville 
to the United D un:hters of the ":onfederacy. It Has his ho) that this land could 
be n~de into n. local recre tional are-. . The judge , who died in 1928 , vas ost 
instrillllent l in bringin Arkansas Tech to cussellville. 

In 1902, Judree Wilson began construction of an i o inr t o-storey brick 
structure . aborate , ev ,n for a ~riod ::>f history ceno-med for architectural 
e 'Dellish: .nts, it soon beca e n attraction . Judre and Mrs . . B. 'iilson nd 
the'ir five children oved into the house in 1903 . The ddress w-.s 08 Franklin 
treet and 1 ter ould be ch<nged to 214 st Fifth Street . 

The exterior of the house re.~ins unaltered since its early twentieth-century 
construction. The m~ssive oortico is su orted by a air of round Doric-caoit~l 
cohmms. Th~re wr t1Jo-storey: orches on the fr11nt nd back f the house . 
The interior ;rooduork is of f{ne-grain~d pine >Jith lovely heart of pine flooring . 

The fa'l':lily of · •• ~ ilson lived in the house until 15''S3; .,t which ti .e 
du 1 ,x ras built on the grnunds lJhich for11erly serv a~ '1. orch rd . At th t, 
ti e, Hiss .. d~li~s ·nl"'on and h r br th r .• B. lilson, JI. ov C:: iPtn ·He 
du 1 x ~nd , "ld the h"l..'S to .1r . nnd Lr~. Lear :: · The Ke .p remodeled ,_. 
lcHer floor 1Jf t'1e h use .nd turn~d tht'! u stairs i11to t·ro ...,n:rt nts. In 1974, 
the Kenps left the ho""le and it rerJa) n d for ~ ~e u t,il 1977. t. tht-"t ti _e, 
Dr . nd Hrs . Ro'J.._,~t TLurll:JJr urch~sed itand intend to rest re the hou"' , "'C:: _uch 

s ossible .) t,.., it., oririnal conclUJion . 

The T 1ils~n-Ke ,.., hnuse :Vith its hro-Btorey assiveness, is one of the ost 
"';.•chitecturally interesting structures in u:s·;ellvil e. Built by a successful 
business n bout the turn oi' the c•nh,ry, ·C.he ho e illustr tes the t tes f 

finnnci:1.lly i. port:o.nt fir.ur~ in ope Count r l s past . 
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1973. 
1963. 
by Dn.vid L . V nc 
per5on 1 i tcrvi ~ at the i1uon-Ke~ hous , Juv, 1977 

II!)GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY le:'"S than one ere 
UTM REFERENCES 
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ZONE EASTING NORTHING 
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ZONE EASTING 
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NORTHING 
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

11 of lots 1,2, and 3 and the north 40 feet of Lots 10,11, nd 12 , ~11 .in 
block 66 , J . L. "hinn Addition , R s~ellvtlle , .\rk ns s . 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE CODE COUNTY CODE 

STATE CODE COUNTY CODE 

IDFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME I TITLE 

Mr. & Mrs. William Robert Thurlby 

ORGANIZATION DATE 

September 14, 1977 
STREET & NUMBER 

214 East 5th Street 

CITY OR TOWN 
Russellville 

TELEPHONE 

501-968-3280 
STATE 

Arkansas 

lfaSTA TE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER CERTIFICATION 
THE EVALUATED SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS PROPERTY WITHIN THE STATE IS : 

NATIONAL_ STATE__ LOCAL~ 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1 966 (Public Law 8 9 -665) . I 

hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated according to the 

criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Service. 

STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER SIGNATURE 

TITLE . . p t' State H~stor~c reserva ~on 

GPO 89 2. 45 3 
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NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM 

SEE INSTRUCTIONS IN HOW TO COMPLETE NATIONAL REGISTER FORMS 
TYPE ALL ENTRIES --I ENCLOSE WITH PHOTOGRAPH 

IJNAME 
HISTORIC 

Wilson House 
AND/OR COMMON 

Wilson-Thurlby House 

IJLOCATION 
CITY. TOWN · 

Russellville 

II PHOTO REFERENCE 
PHOTO CREDIT Dianna Kirk 

_VICINITY OF COUNTY 

Pope 
STATE 

Arkansas 

DATEOFPHOTO 1976 

NEGATIVE FILED AT Arkansas Historic Preservation Program 

a IDENTIFICATION 
DESCRIBE VIEW. DIRECTION. ETC. IF DISTRICT. GIVE BUILDING NAME & STREET 

Viewed from the north 

PHOTO NO. 

1 'lf 
IN T: 2983 -75 
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IJNAME 
HISTORIC 

Wilson House 
AND/ OR COMMON 

Wilson-Thurlby 

IJLOCATION 
CITY. TOWN 

Russellville 

II PHOTO REFERENCE 
PHOTO CREDIT Dianna Kirk 

_VICINITY OF COUNTY 

Pope 

DATE OF PHOTO 

NEGATIVE FILED AT Arkansas Historic Preservation Program 

D IDENTIFICATION 
DESCRIBE VIEW. DIRECTION. ETC. IF DISTRICT. GIVE BUILDING NAME & STREET 

Northeast view 

1977 

STATE 

Arkan s as 

PHOTO NO. 

I NT : 298 3 -75 
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NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM 

FOR NPS USE ONLY 

REOOVE!X. :~ ~61l'~~'ili7~ 
ATE ENtEW;~~ j;• • t~l~~i:~ 9 ••... 19t~:t: ..••• ;;;;>···········• 

SEE INSTRUCTIONS IN HOW TO COMPLETE NATIONAL REGISTER FORMS 
TYPE ALL ENTRIES --I ENCLOSE WITH PHOTOGRAPH 

IJNAME 
HISTORIC 

Wilson House 
AND/ OR COMMON 

Wilson-Thurlby House 

IJLOCATION 
CITY. TOWN 

Russe llville 

II PHOTO REFERENCE 
PHOTO CREDIT Dianna Kirk 

_ VICINITY OF COUNTY 

Pope 

DATEOFPHOTO 1977 

STATE 
Arkansas 

NEGATIVE FILED AT Arkansas Historic Preservation Program 

D IDENTIFICATION 
DESCRIBE VIEW. DIRECTION. ETC. IF DISTRICT. GIVE BUILDING NAME & STREET PHOTO NO. 

Southeast vie w 

INT : 29 8 3 - 75 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

- NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
', 

PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM 

FOR NP$ USE ONtY ·· 

RECEl·VEP~bv ·~,;~i-·•·· rti···-···_. 

AT~ EtttJ,~i';j f~~~~cg~~~~i) 
SEE INSTRUCTIONS IN HOW TO COMPLETE NATIONAL REGISTER FORMS 

TYPE ALL ENTRIES --I ENCLOSE WITH PHOTOGRAPH 

II NAME 
HISTORIC 

Wilson House 
AND/ OR COMMON 

Wils on-Thurlby House 

IJLOCATION 
CITY. TOWN 

Russe llville 

II PHOTO REFERENCE 
PHOTO CREDIT Dia nna Kirk 

_VICINITY OF COUNTY 

Pope 

DATEOFPHOTO 1977 

STATE 

Arkansas 

NEGATIVE FILED AT Arkansas Historic Preservation Program 

a IDENTIFICATION 
DESCRIBE VIEW. DIRECTION. ETC. IF DISTRICT. GIVE BUILDING NAME & STREET PHOTO NO. 

Mantlepiece, southe ast parlor 

INT : 2983- 75 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
PROPERTY MAP FORM 

SEE INSTRUCTIONS IN HOW TO COMPLETE NATIONAL REGISTER FORMS 
TYPE ALL ENTRIES-- ENCLOSE WITH MAP 

0NAME 
HISTORIC 

Wilson House 
AND/ OR COMMON 

Wilson -Thurlby House 

D LOCATION 
CITY. TOWN 

Russellville 

II MAP REFERENCE 

_VICINITY OF COUNTY 

Pope 

SOURCE U. S. Geological Survey, Russellville West Quadrangle 

SCALE 1:24,000 DATE 1963 

D REQUIREMENTS 
TO BE INCLUDED ON ALL MAPS 

1. PROPERTY BOUNDARIES 

2 . NORTH ARROW 
3 . UTM REFERENCES 

STATE 

Arkansas 

INT : 3464- 75 





ARKANSAS HISTORIC 0 __ ·. --......_ 
PRESERVATION PROG , 

Suite 500, Continental Building, Main and a 
Little Rock, Arkansas 72201 Telephone: 

August 5, 1977 

Mr. and Mrs. W. R. Thurlby 
214 East 5th 

NOV 14 1971 
NATIONAL: 
REGISTER 

Russellville, AR 72801 

Re: Wilson-Kemp House 
Russellville, Pope County 

Dear Mr. and Mrs. Thurlby: 

The staff of the Arkansas Historic Preservation Program is preparing a National 
Register nomination for the Wilson-Kemp House which will be presented to the 
Arkansas State Review Committee at their September meeting. If approved, the 
nomination will be submitted to the National Register office in Washington for 
final consideration. 

The National Register of Historic Places is a listing of historic sites, buildings, 
objects and districts from all across the country that are worthy of preservation. 

Entry in the National Register is an honor which places no obligation on a private 
owner. It does, however, provide protection through comment by the Advisory Coun­
cil on Historic Preservation from federally financed, assisted or licensed projects 
that might affect a National Register property. 

On October 4, 1976, the President signed a Tax Reform Act of which Section 2124 
refers to tax incentives for historic properties. Enclosed you will find an 
information sheet on that tax act. 

If you have any questions concerning the program or this property's nomination ; 
please contact Dianna Kirk of our staff. 

Enclosed are two copies of this letter. Please complete the form below , sign and 
return the original to our office. The copy is for your files. We would appreci­
ate receiving any comments you might have concerning the nomination of this prop­
erty. If we do not hear from you within 30 days, your approval will be assumed. 

Sincerely, 

Woo~ o ~----
Barbara Woodard, Deputy Director 
Arkansas Historic Preservation Program 

I approve of the nomination of the above property 
to the National Register of Historic Places 

Comments: 

X 
Yes 

Signature ' / 

A DIVISION OF THE DEPARTMENT OF ARKANSAS NATURAL Ill CULTURAL HERITAGE 

No 



ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER 

STATE ~SAS 

Date Entered MAR 2 9 1978 

Name Location 

Wilson House Russellville 

Hon , Dale Bumpers 

Hon. Kaneaster Hodges, Jr. 
Bon. John P. Hammerschmidt 

Also Notified 

~ Mott/js 4/5/78 

Pope County 

State Historic Preservation Officer 
Ms. Anne Bartley 
Acting Director, Arkansas Historic 

Preservation Program 
Suite 500, Continental Building 
Markham and Main Streets 
Little Rock, Arkansas 72201 
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@NATIONAL REGISTER WRITE-UP 

0 EXPLORATION ·lz 

0 HEALTH-2/ 

0 IHOUSTRY-13 

0 INVENTION ·14 
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