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Town  Springfield

Address 1228-1244 Main Stc«e*.

Historic Mine walker Building r™m ing

Use: Original
Present

pppnerci a]
coi nmerci al

Ownership: QPrivate individual
Private organization N

Public

Original owner T.M. Walker

DESCRIPTION:
Date 1890

Source Buil ding Departnent Records
Sty le Richardsonian Romanesque
Architect Fuller s Delano (Wrcester)
Exterior wall fabric brick

Out bui I di ngs none

Maj or alterations (with dates)

Top floor renoved.

Moved JEL Dat e

Approx. acreage Less than 1 acre

Setting Urban context; center building
within arowof simlarly scaled buildings

which form a cohesive block streetscape
between State and El m Streets.

sheets here)



Criteria Statenment: The Wl ker Buil ding possesses integrity of location, design, set 9,
mat eri al s andwor kmanshi p. Constructed ),n 1890 by a prominent |ocal merchant,?itii>
representative of the intensive devel opnent of the downtown area at the turn or the
century. Designed by the Worcester firm of Fuller and Delano, i tis one of the downtown
best exanpl es of the Richardsonian Ronanesque style even though it haslost its top floor.
It meets criteria A& Cof the National Register of Historic Places.

ARCH TECTURAL SIANH CANCE  (describe inportant architectural features and
evaluate in terns of other buildings within comunity)

The Wal ker Building i s arepresentative exanple of the Richardsoni an Ronanesque
A style so popular i nthe late 19th Century. |Its adoption to a conmercial struc-

ture produced a facade of Sprii>gfield brick with highly ornamental freestone trim

at wi ndows, piers, spandrels, 'etc. Althoughthe fifth stoiry has been renoved,

the building retains nmost of its original surface treatment and relates well

in scale, massing and materials to the adjacent Main Street building.

HSTARCAL SIAGNFICANCE (explain the role osT\es played in local or state history
and howthe building relates t othe devel opnment of the comunity)

The Wal ker Building was constructed i n 1890 at a cost of $75,000 and was desi gned
by the Worcester architectural firm of Fuller and Delano. It wasbhuilt on the
site of the ol d Exchange Hotel, previously owned by T.M Wal ker but whi ch had
been built i n 1820 by Thonmas Sargeant, and which was the first brick hotel
building i nthe city. The building was designed t o house four shops at street

* Jevel, and 14 offices oneach of the upper floors. Among early tenants of the
stores were Sawtell &Lane, anen's hat store, and Brewer and Coburn GConpany.

T.M Wal ker (1815-1904), original owner of the building, canme t o Springfieldin
1842 from Brookfield, where he had been apainter. Wlker successfully started
— and btu. It upthe T.M Wl ker Conpany as a | eading manufacturer and dealer in
woodwor k, painting and builder's supplies. Theconpany was founded i n 1820. I t
noved t o several different locations and eventually i n 1869 t o #31-41 Market
- . Street, where a6-story building housed the manufacturing plant forpaints, plate
glass, blinds, doors and other woodworking materials. Walker's success in
busi ness pronmpted himt o explore other ventures, such asthe Exchange Hotel, and
later The Wal ker Building. Theconstruction of comrercial blocks such as this
by enterprising local merchants played akey role i nthe continued comrerci al
growth and devel opnent of the downtown i nthe late 19th/early 20th centuries.
Wal ker was also a generous benefactor of the Springfield Library.

Bl BLI GRPHY and/ or REFEREINCES

Building Permits

The Graphic, August 19, 1894, p. 19.
Buil ding Records, 1890.

Progressive Springfield, June, 1891
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3. Classification
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7. Description
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8. Significance
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