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General Description pors TR
Code: IN-035 Ly Congressional District: rirst
—~Name: St. Paul's Parish Church ~ Current Owner: St. Paul's Parish Church
. Address: 5th and Main
Batesville, Arkansas Address: 5th and Main
County; Independence Batesville, Arkansas 72501

Architectural Information

Architectural Firm: Charles L. Thompson

Date of Construction: 1916 Stylistic Influence: Gothic Revival

Original Use: Church Present Use: Church

Geographical Information

UTM Reference: 15 622020/3959290 Acreage: Less than one

Verbal Boundary Description: Addition to 0ld Town
pt. B Block 22, pt B 25"

Main Block 22

Condition

X Excellent Deteriorated Unaltered

Good Ruins x__Altered
Fair Unexposed
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Code: IN-035 (5th and Main, Batesville, AR)

Physical Description

This small, Gothie Revival church is constructed of rock-faced native limestone
cut in varying sizes. The small scale of the structure, its air of simplicity
and its rusticated quality seem appropriate for a small town parish church.

The massing consists of a transept, nave, small entrance vestibule and
tower. In an unusual arrangement, the short, blocky tower rises on the
east elevation of the church in the angle of the joining of the transept
to the wing. The nave is covered with a steep gable roof with the
traditional placement of the entrance in the gable end. The ground at
the entrance is raised in a berm so that the visitor walks up a short
flight of stairs to the double leaf solid door which is framed by a
stone segmental arch with similar segmental arch parapet with stone
coping above. Stone crosses appear at the peak of the entrance parapet
and above at the gable apex. Centered in the gable end wall above the
entrance is a large, blunt, pointed-arch, stained-glass window. Two smaller
stained-glass windows of similar shape light either side of the nave.

Statement of Significance

St. Paul's Parish Church in the historic Northeast Arkansas city of Batesville
was designed by Charles L. Thompson in 1916. Occupying a corner lot near the
downtown area, the Gothic Revival inspired church is a picturesque element in
the streetscape. Constructed of rock-faced native limestone, the chu;ch is
indicative of the variety of structures in the area of astoneconstruction.

The simplicity of design adds to St. Paul's Church's landmark status in its
location. Small in scale, the massing of the church consists of a transept,
nave, small entrance vestibule and tower. The entrance is located in the gable
end and features a double leaf solid door framed by a stone segmental arch.
Centered in the gable end above the door is a large, blunt, pointed-arch,stained-
glass window. With the exception of the addition of a compatible wing.on the
west elevation, St. Paul's parish remains the same as the original design.
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