


7. Original owner (if known) Roval Richardson 

Original use r e s i d e n t i a l 

Subsequent uses (if any) and dates same 

8. Themes (check as many as applicable) 

Aboriginal 
Agricultural 
Architectural 
The Arts 
Commerce 
Communication 
Community development 

XX 

XX 

Conservation 
Education 
Exploration/ 

settlement 
Industry 
Military 
Political 

Recreation 
Religion 
Science/ 

invention 
Social/ 

humanitarian 
Transportation 

9. Historical significance (include explanation of themes checked above) 

One o f two f i n e Greek Revival houses i n t h i s 
block o f Cambridge S t r e e t , 170 7-0 9 was b u i l t as 
a r e n t a l property on contfact f o r r e a l estate spec­
u l a t o r Royal Richardson. Standing beside each other 
w i t h f l a n k s t o the s t r e e t , the two almost i d e n t i c a l 
houses have f u l l - w i d t h Doric porches. The b u i l d i n g con­
t r a c t s f o r both houses s u r v i v e , each r e f e r r i n g t o 
e x i s t i n g houses t h a t were t o be copied both f o r 
appearance and f o r q u a l i t y of m a t e r i a l s . They. 
both are nominated f o r t h e i r importance t o the 
a r c h i t e c t u r a l h i s t o r y of Cambridge. 

10. Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records, 
early maps, etc.) 





6. Significance 

aummary paragraph 
completaness 
clarity \ 
applicable critaria 
Justification of areas 

checlced 
relating significance to 

the resource 
context 
relationship of integrity 

to significance 
justification of exception 
other 

9. Major Bibliographical References 

10. Oeographical Pata 

11. Form Prepared By 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
H a t 

13. Other 

Maps 
Photographs 
Other 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed tn A^Z/TZ^. ZA^ yyux-.^ 

Signed zAyĵ ŷzẑ û  n«*. ̂ z3. ^ P h o n e : 202 272-3504 

Comments for any Itam may ba continued on an attached shaat 





•f. 

Original owner (if known) Royal Richardson 

Original use r e s i d e n t i a l 

Subsequent uses (if any) and dates same 

8. Themes (check as many as applicable) 

Aboriginal 
Agricultural 
Architectural 
The Arts v 
Commerce 
Communication 
Community development 

XX 

XX 

Conservation 
Education 
Exploration/ 

settlement 
Industry 
Military . ' 
Political 

Recreation 
Religion 
Science/ 

invention 
Social/ 

humanitarian 
Transportation 

9. Historical significance (include explanation of themes checked above) 

One of two fine Greek Revival houses i n t h i s 
block of Cambridge Street, 170 7-0 9 was b u i l t as ; 
a r e n t a l property on contjact f o r r e a l estate spec­
ula t o r Royal Richardson. Standing beside each other 
with flanks to the s t r e e t , the two almost i d e n t i c a l 
houses have f u l l - w i d t h Doric porches. The bui l d i n g con­
tra c t s f o r both houses survive, each r e f e r r i n g to ' 
exi s t i n g houses that were to be copied both f o r ... 
appearance and f o r qu a l i t y of materials. They 
both are nominated f o r t h e i r importance to the 
arc h i t e c t u r a l h i s t o r y of Cambridge. 

y^^.. . '.••.\. * 

10. Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records, 
early maps, etc.) 

•v. 



INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL CCKMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 

Community: 

Mid Cambridge 

Form No: 
MC 
I I . B . 1 6 

Property Name: 1707-1709 
Cambridge S t r e e t 

Indicate each item on inventory form whidi is being continued below. 

Number 1707-1709 Cambridge S t r e e t i s the f i r s t of a p a i r o f • 
e s s e n t i a l l y i d e n t i c a l Greek Revival double houses proposed f o r , \ 
Nat i o n a l Register s t a t u s . Along w i t h the adjacent house a t 
1715-1717 Cambridge S t r e e t , t h i s house i s p a r t o f an o r i g i n a l 
group o f f o u r s i m i l a r s t r u c t u r e s b u i l t i n a row along Cambridge 
St r e e t by Royal Richardson, a l o c a l speculator between 1840 and 
1845. Two o f the b u i l d i n g s have been demolished. 

These houses represent the high p o i n t of the vemacular Greek 
Revival s t y l e i n Cambridge. Each of the f o u r houses t h a t " '' 
o r i g i n a l l y l i n e d Cambridge S t r e e t on t h i s block presented i t s 
gable f l a n k t o the s t r e e t , w i t h a f u l l Doric p o r t i c o and f o u r 
pedimented dormers above. The e f f e c t of t h i s r e p e t i t i o n of 
c l a s s i c a l forms, s t i l l seen i n the two remaining houses, i s s t r i k i n g . 

The Royal Richardson houses are p a r t i c u l a r l y notable i n t h a t 
the o r i g i n a l c o n t r a c t s s u r v i v e , r e v e a l i n g a great deal about 
b u i l d i n g p r a c t i c e s o f the time. I n each c o n t r a c t , reference 
i s made t o a s p e c i f i c e x i s t i n g s t r u c t u r e t o be copied f o r appearance 
and q u a l i t y o f m a t e r i a l s . This p r a c t i c e i n d i c a t e s a lack of 
working drawings and accounts f o r the use o f p a t t e r n book ornament. , 
Costs o f the houses ranged between $2,500 and $4,000 depending 
on the degree o f i n t e r i o r f i n i s h s p e c i f i e d . Use of mixed s t y l i s t i c 
d e t a i l i s v e r i f i e d by the s p e c i f i c a t i o n f o r "Gothic sash" i n the 
c o n t r a c t , and by the appearance o f panelled Gothic doors on the 
two . s u r v i v i n g houses. 

The houses a t 170 7-1709 and 1715-1717 Cambridge S t r e e t are 
s i g n i f i c a n t under C r i t e r i a C as important examples o f the Greek 
Revival s t y l e i n Cambridge. 

The b u i l d i n a s a t the rear o f the l o t are f r o n east t o west: a one-
s t o r y wood frame shed, a wood frame garage and a concrete block 
garage, none are considered t o c o n t r i b u t e t o the s i a n i f i c a n c e o f 
the nomination. 

Staple to Inventor:^ form at bottom 



HPS Form 10-9aO-a 

United States Department off the interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic P laces 
Inventory—Nomination Form 

Continuation sheet Item number Page g yn 

f ^ Multiple Resource Area 
- ' ^ . ' Thematic Group 

Name Cambridge Multiple Resource Area  
State ^ 

Nomination/Type of Review Date/Signature 

71. Melvin, Isaac, House ' ^^^'^^av* k*vi,^ Keeper y^/jju^.ZzSm.'hutj ^ IZ-^Z-

" . Attest 

7Z. ~ Saunders, William, House S^tTottv^Keeper 

' • Attest 

Attest 
,. % . J, • • I 

7A<. Buildings at 102-104 Inman St. ^Keeper fZZd^u M u / / / • • Ft 

Attest 

-75. Buildings at 106-108 Inman ^ t f j ^ ' . , ^ ^ ^ ^^^^.VT:.. Keeper / J ^ X u i ^ H . / £ A A < A ^ ^^-fS-^A 

Attest 

-76. Buildings at 110-112 Inman St. '^Keeper (AZUU^^/I.Zk^ZhpLtM f-13 

Attest 

' ^ . • 1 Buildings at 1707-1709 Cambridge St. ^Keeper / ^ V / - ^ J i j / ^ * ' •̂ ^ 
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~ . ^' Attest 

Vinal , Albert, House ^ V ^ ^ V ^ l igiS,, Keeper. / ^ h ^ / ^ / " 50 -S^ 

Attest 



M I O N A L R E G I S T E R OF H ISTORIC P L A C E S £YALUATION / RETURN SHEE" 

Building at 1707—1709 Cambridge Street (Cambridge MRA) 
Middlesex County 
MA 

retub mission 
nomination by person er local govsrnmsnt 
ownsr objsction 
appsal 

Substsntivs Rsvisw: sampis requsst 

Working N'o. / / • IZ '^o-^UZi^  
Fsd. Rsg. naf; ^-J-J^- 
Dats Qua- nlA\^7 
Action: —ITACCEPT ^/^^./^,^. 

RETURN 
REJECT 

Federal Agency: 

appsal MR dacision 

Reviewer's comments: 
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7f7 
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see continuation shsst 

'Nomination returned for: . tschniesi corrsctions citsd bslow 
.substantive rsssons discussad below 

1. Name 

2m Locat ion 

3. Classi f icat ion 

4. Owner of Property 

5. Location of Legal Pescription 

6. Representation In Existing Surveys 

7. Pescript ion 

y summsry psrsgrsph 
complstsnsss 
cisrity 
sitsrstions/intsgrity 
datss 

iiitfiiat'riiniii II I 



8. S ign i f icance 

1/ summary paragraph 
completeness 
clarity • 
applicable cr i ter ia ' 
just i f icat ion of areas . „ , 

checked - t. .. . ? 
relating significance to s. 

the resource 
context y.-' •• ^. • •• 
relationship of integri ty 

to significance ^ " .̂̂  . . .. . 
just i f icat ion of exception - ' ' 
other • •:. • 

9 . I^a jor B i b l i o g r a p h i c a l R e f e r e n c e s 

10. Oeograph ica l P a t a 

HMT 

V — I I 

1 1 . F o r m P r e p a r e d By 

12 . S t a t e H i s t o r i c P r e s e r v a t i o n O f f i ce r C e r t i f i c a t i o n 
I wewBWQ siywiBenBe o* oiw pravsriy wnnei me S O T W> 

^ HInartc Pfeeeoreiion Ofttaer s iywt i iM 

13. Other 

Maps 
Photographs 
Other 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to 

Signed. Date Phone: 202 272 - 3 5 0 4 

Comments for sny i tem may be cont inued on an attached sheet 







Please refer to the map in the 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet 

V for this property ZyZ,;y 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000275 
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