


7. Original owner (if known) Roval Richardson
Original use residential
Subsequent uses (if any) and dates same

8. Themes (check as many as applicable)

Aboriginal Conservation Recreation
Agricultural Education Religion
Architectural XX Exploration/ Science/

The Arts settlement invention
Commerce Industry Social/
Communication Military humanitarian
Community development  xx Political Transportation

9. Historical significance (include explanation of themes checked above)

(he of twofine Greek Revival houses i nthis
block of Canmbridge Street, 1707-09 was built as
a rental property on contfact forreal estate spec-
ulator Royal Richardson. Standing beside each other
with flanks tothe street, thetwoal mst identical
houses have full-width Doric porches. The building con-
tracts forboth houses survive, each referringto
existing houses that were t obe copied bothfor
appearance andforquality of materials. They.
both arenomnated f ortheir importance to the
architectural history of Canbridge.

10. Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records,
early maps, etc.)






6. Significance

aummary paragraph
completaness
clarity \

applicable critaria
Justification of areas
checlced

relating significance to
the resource

context

relationship of integrity
to significance

justification of exception
other

9. Major Bibliographical References

10. Oeographical Pata

11. Form Prepared By

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification
Hat

13. Other

Maps

Photographs

Other
Questions concerning this nomination may be directed tn Arz/Tz~ ZAN  yyux-A
Signed  ZAYV\yZZ'UIM «.~"Z3.~ P hone: 202 2723504

Comments for any Itam may ba continued on an attached shaat
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Original owner (ifknown) Royal Richardson
Original use residential
Subsequent uses (if any) and dates same

8. Themes (check as many as applicable)

Aboriginal Conservation Recreation
Agricultural Education Religion
Architectural XX Exploration/ Science/

The Arts Y, settlement invention
Commerce Industry Social/
Communication Military . ' humanitarian
Community development  xx Political Transportation

9. Historical significance (include explanation of themes checked above)

he of twofine Greek Revival houses inthis
block of Canbridge Street, 1707-09 was built as
a rental propertK on contjact forreal estate spec-
ulator Royal Richardson. Standing beside each other
with flanks t othe street, the twoalnmost identical
houses have full-width Doric porches. The building con-
tracts forboth houses survive, each referring to '
existing houses that were t obe copied both for
appearance andforquality of materials. They
both are nomnated fortheir inportance to the
architectural history of Canbridge.

YL e\
10. Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records,
early maps, etc.)



I N\VENTCRY FORM CONTI NUATI ON SHEET Community: Form No:

MASSACH EETTS H STCR CAL GOKM SSI QN Mid Cambridge 'IV'ch L6
Office of the Secretary, Boston B

Property Name 1707-1709
Cambridge Street

Indicate each itemon inventory formwhidi i s being continued bel ow.

Nunber 1707-1709 Canbridge Street i sthe first of apair of .
essentially identical Greek Revival double houses proposed for ,\
National Register status. Along with t headjacent house at

1715-1717 Canbridge Street, this house i spart of an original
group of four similar structures built i na rowalong Canbridge
Street by Royal Richardson, a local speculator between 1840 and
1845. Two of t hebuildings have been demolished.

These houses represent t hehigh point of thevemacul ar Greek
Revival style i nCambridge. Each of t hefour houses that

originally lined Canmbridge Street on this block presented its
gable flank tothestreet, with afull Doric portico and four
pedi mented dormers above. The effect of this repetition of
classical forms, still seen i nthetworemaining houses, i s striking.

The Royal Richardson houses areparticularly notable 1 nthat
the original contracts survive, revealing a great deal about

building practices of thetime. I neach contract, reference
is made t oa specific existing structure t obe copied forappearance
and quality of materials. This practice indicates a lack of

working drawi ngs and accounts fortheuseof pattern book ornament. ,
Costs of t hehouses ranged between $2,500 and $4,000 dependi ng

on t hedegree of interior finish specified. Use of m xed stylistic
detail 1 sverified by thespecificationfor "Gothic sash" i n the
contract, and by t heappearance of panelled Gothic doors on t he
two.surviving houses.

The houses at 1707-1709 and 1715-1717 Canmbridge Street are
significant under Criteria C as important exanples of t he Geek
Revival style i nCanbridge.

The buildinas at therear of thelot arefron east t owest: aone-
story wood frame shed, a wood frame garage and a concrete block
garage, none areconsidered tocontribute tothesianificance of
the nomination.

Staple to Inventor:” form at bottom
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Name Cambridge Multiple Resource Area

State A
Nomination/Type of Review Date/Signature
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' . Attest
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MIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES £YALUATION / RETURN SHEE"

Building at 1707—1709 Cambridge Street (Cambridge MRA)
Middlesex County

MA Working N'o.//<1Z '‘No-AUZIN

Fsd. Rsg. naf; N-J-JN-
Dats Qua- nIA\N7
Action: —ITACCEPT AN AN,

retub mission RETURN
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Reviewer's comments:
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see continuation shsst

'Nomination returned for: .tschniesi corrsctions citsd bslow
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1. Name

2n Location

3. Classification

4. Owner of Property
5. Location of Legal Pescription

6. Representation In Existing Surveys

\‘

Pescription
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complstsnsss
cisrity
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datss



8. Significance

summary paragraph
completeness

clarity

applicable criteria
justification of areas

checked -t 3
relating significance to
the resource
context y.-' . N eom
relationship of integrity
to significance A AN
justification of exception -
other o .
9. I™ajor Bibliographical References

10. Oeographical Pata

HMT

V—1lI

11. Form Prepared By

12. State Historic Preser

vation Officer Certification
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13. Other

Maps
Photographs
Other
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