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about 1941,

owned it since 1886.

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Although we do not know which of the four existing adobe rooms were
constructed first, one which is of sod construction is presumed to be the
oldest. A kitchen which stood on the northwest was a separate building
and is not extant.

The original 2-1/2 feet thick adobe walls have never been in ruins. The
last owner before the purchase by the Historical Society of Pomona Valley
and the City of Pomona was Roscoe Hart, who purchased the property in
He built a modern kitchen and family room and enclosed the
rear, providing for three additional rooms and a bath.

Mr. Hart purchased the site from the Benjamin S. Nichols family who had
There are two small frame buildings, one of which
is now being used as an office by the Historical Society.

There is also a three car garage of cement block construction and a wall
of similar construction on the south side.
on the grounds.

Across the property runs the old stone zanja or ditch first constructed by
the grantee of the rancho and his neighbor Ygnacio Alvarado.

¥n 1854, when Ygnacio Palomares, built his new home on the old road to
San Bernardino, the first house was deserted until 1867 when his son,

Francisco repaired and improved La Casa Primera and lived there for .
several years.

Many lovely old trees remain
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE . . .

L.a Casa Primera de Rancho San Jose is an important landmark in Pomona
as it is the first residence in the city. It was built by Ygnacio Palomares,
one of the joint grantees of Rancho San Jose, in 1837.

Francisco Palomares, son of the grantee, who later made the adobe his
home was a prominent citizen and served in various capacities in local
government, particularly as a county supervisor. He also was a member
of the first public school board. Francisco was respected and loved by the
Indians who maintained their rancherias on the rancho and were assisted
and protected by the patron or boss.

When Dr. Benjamin S. Nichols purchased the property in 1886, the family
occupied La Casa Primera until the purchase by Roscoe Hart in 1941/
Although Mr. Hart wished to dispose of the property, he waited until it
seemed impossible to preserve it as a historical landmark before
advertising the property for sale at auction., The Historical Society of
Pomona Valley, on October 7, 1972, bid on the property and acquired it
for $85,000. The City of Pomona later assumed the mortgage and the title
and the landmark is occupied by caretakers and is open to the public on
Sunday afternoons from 2:00 to 5:00 p.m.

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE: The house is typical of adobe
construction of California; constructed on stone and lime foundation;
walls 2-1/2 feet thick, deepset windows, porch across front.
Originally was L shaped. Now three large adobe rooms in long wing
and the sod room extending out a few feet to the west. Additional later
rooms on the west. Shingled roof and slightly hipped roof having
replaced original tule and tar covering.
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9. MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES

BIBLIOGRAPHY -- LA CASA PRIMERA DE RANCHO SAN JOSE
By Isabel Fages -- Compiled December, 1974

*EYPEDIENTE, Translation of -- No. 388 -- City of Los Angeles,
March 27, 1837 -- San Jose, exhibit a:

"To his Excellency the Governor:

The citizens Ygnacio Palomares and
Ricardo Vejar appear before you in the manner most effectual in law
saying that we own a considerable number of cattle and horses, being
our only means for support of our families, which are now upon a place
«very small and inconvenient where they do not thrive and the place being
vacant which is known by the name of San Jose, distant some six leagues
more or less from the exmission of San Gabriel, a diseno {map) of which
place we will lay before your Excy (Excellency) as soon as possible -- we
respectfully ask y*ou to grant us the said place, considering the smallness
of the place in which we are now for which cause it is that we appeal to
your Excellency's goodness, whereby we shall receive favor and justice
praying that you will receive this on common paper ..... thing ..... of
the proper seal.

City of Los Angeles, March 27, 1837 -- For myself and for Ricardo Vejar
who does not know how to write.
(Signed) Ignacio Palomares"

"City of Los Angeles, March 30, 1837: Let the ayuntamiento (Council) of
the city of Los Angeles report whether the parties to this application(have)
proven all the legal requisites to have their prayer granted whether the
land they ask is vacant, or whether it belongs to any individual, pueblo or
mission, or belonging to any of these it may still be granted in conformity
to the laws of colonization. This done, let the Espediente be returned to
the Government for its determination,

(Signed) Alvarado"

"Angeles, April 1, 1837

Presented to the Ayuntamiento in its session of
today, this petition and decree of the Govr. of the State administered and
referred to the committee on vacant lands to prepare the decree referred
to. Narciso Botello"
(Signed) Gil Ybarra

Continued
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POMONA -- A Calendar of Events in the Making of a City -- by W. W.

* STORY OF OUR POMONA, by John W. Todd, pages not numbered -- pub-

Faliiad

MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES (Continued)

"To the Ayuntamiento:

The Committee on vacant lands in compliance with
the preceding decree of His Excy. the Gov. ad interim of the state reports
that the parties interested in this Espediente are Mexican citizens by birth
have rendered repeated services to this jurisdiction and have a consider -
able stock of cattle and horses, sufficient for the place they ask according
to the law on the subject ......."

"The place San Jose referred to in this Espediente is now vacant although
it has belonged to the ex-mission San Gabriel and that it appears there is
not upon it a single head of cattle belonging to said mission ......."

Robinson -- Published by Title Insurance and Trust Co., 1936 -- Histor-
ians consulted, Roy Fryer, then President of Historical Society of Pomona
Valley, and F. P. Brackett's History -- quotes therefrom: (After the
expediente had been duly received and acted upon by the ayuntamiento, and
the governor had again received the request, the governor on April 15,
1837 wrote}:

"The citizens Ygnacio Palomares and Ricardo Vejar are
declared owners in property of the place called San Jose ... Let the prope
decree be issued and recorded in the proper book ..."

"On the same day he executed a formal deed, 'in the name of the Mexican
nation', and four days later the state legislative body confirmed the grant.'

After the property had been surveyed on August 3, 1837 by Jose Sepulveda
Vejar took possession of Rancho San Jose Abajo and Ygnacio Palomares
"built a home, too, not far from present Ganesha Park and between Pre-
ciado and Walnut Streets!' Its exact location has been questioned. The
pleasant old ranch house that still stands buried in trees and vines at

1569 North Park Avenue is that very home, according to Don Ygnacio's
grandson, Francisco J. Palomares, who lived there prior to 1882. 'It was
the first habitation built in Pomona', he says in a letter of August 14,
1936. "I believe that the house at some time or another was somewhat
larger ... I faintly remember some adobes and the ruins of some in the
rear portion of the house, and it may have been that some of them were
used either in adding rooms or in repair work."

lished by Todd Memorial Chapel, year of publication not given.
Continued
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* LO3 ANGELES OOUNTY CENTENNIAL HISTORY, by J. J. Warner, Judge Benjamin Hayes
and Dr. J. P. Widney in 1876 -- reprint 1936, p. 100.

* BEFORE THE AYERICANS CAME, by Roy Fryer, Southern California Historical
Society Quarterly, December, 1939.

* LA CASA DE AYER, Casa Alvarado, by Isabel Lopez de Fages, Southern California
Historical Quarterly, pp 160-161.

* ADOBE DE PALOMARES, by Leroy Hoover, Southern Californie Historical Society
Quarterly, December, 1961, p. 146.

* LAND IN CALIFORNIA, by W. W. Robinson, pp 30, 203, 218; University of
California Press, 1948.

* SEVENTY YEARS IN CALIFORNIA, by J. A. Graves, p. 164; Times-Mirror Press,
1929.

* CATTLE ON A THOUSAND HILLS, by Robert J. Oleland, p. 216; Huntington
Library, 1964.

* HISTORY OF POMONA VALLEY, by F. P. Brackett, published 1920, p. 1, p. 36.

* HISTORICAL AWD BIOGRAPHICAL, LOS ANGELES COUNTY, by J. M. Guinn, published
1901, p. 12.

* SADDLEBACK ANCESTORS, Orange County Geneological Society, pp 99-100.

* WINDOWS IN AN OLD ADOBE, by Bess Adams Garner, published by Pomona Progress
Bulletin, 1939, reprint by Leisa Bronson, 1970, p. 36.

POMONA VALLEY COMMUNITY BOOK, Editor in Chief, Roy L. Driscoll, published by
Arthur Cawston, 1950, p. 30; Pomona Public Library.

OFFICIAL MAP, BOOK OF PATENTS No. 2, Los Angeles County Records.
SUNSET MAGAZINE -- "Walk for History-Adobe Days®, Juns, 1972.

# THIRTY-Two ADOBES OF CALIFORNIA, by Isabel Lopez de Fages, published by
Southwest Museum, 1951, p. 36.

HISTORIC SPOTS OF CALIFORNIA, Hoover-Rensh, Stanford University Press --
third addition -~ revised by Rev. Wm. M. Abeloe, 1966, p. 159.

Asterisks notes references from Fages library. Others, Pomona Public Library(

Appreciation expressed to staff of Special Collections Department, Pomona
Public Library.
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