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The Neal McCann House is located on the southh side of the Todds Road approximately
8 miles east of Lexington in Fayette County, Kentucky. Fayette County is a central
Kentucky county marking the center of the world-famous Bluegrass region. The Neal
McCann House is situated on an approximately 174-acre farm which is principally used
for cattle, corn and tobacco.

Facing north, this is a two story, six-bay weather boarded dwelling. (Photo 1) The
weather boarding is presently covered with aluminum siding to protect the older weather
board, #o. conserve on energy and lower maintenance costs. The right three bays
constitute the original structure built about 1797. An early brick kitchen is behind
and slightly east of the original structure. According to architectural historian

Clay Lancaster, '"the two pavilions were connected by an L-shaped frame addition that
seems to belong to the 1840s though baluster posts suggest a prior date for the
galleries." 1 (Photos 2 & 3)

Nine-over-six on the first floor and six-over-six sash windows pierce the stark facade
of this frame house originally of modest proportions but expanded into a sizable
building. There are two front doors, an eight paneled one which enters into the

stair hall of the original section and a two paneled Greek Revival door entering into
the 1840s addition. Four-paned transoms are above each front door. The windows in
the earlier section are further apart and the front door is centered while the front
door is off center in the addition. Brick shouldered exterior chimneys (photo4) rise
from the four gable ends. The fifth chimney, one of the two earlier ones, rises
through the roof at the point at which the ca. 1840 addition starts. The brick
kitchen is laid in common bondd with an occasional row of headers. The three windows
in the brick kitchen have six-over six sashes encased in the original pegged frames
and rounded nosed sills. (Photo 5) A one-storied gallery on the exterior connects

the different sections of the house. The original posts of the gallery exist oniy on
the kitchen wing. (Bhoto 6) A concwete stoop still remains on the fwohnt. It was the
floor of a later Victorian porch which was added ca. 1880 and has since been taken off.

On the interior of the original section (see floor plan) the first floor is one room
deep with a central hall which has a door leading to the rear gallery. Flanklng

the central stalir hall are equisized sitting and -¢ining rooms (measuring 121 vy

23— feet) on the first floor. Woodwork throughout reflects the period as is seen

in the two original federal-style mantels (Photos 8 & 9) on the first floor, the
chair railing, low beaded baseboard and the original flooring. The stairway which
has a chamfered posts. at. the, upper. .end and a crude column newel at the base of the
railing (PhotQ.7 leads to three bed chambers and although the chalir railing on the
second floor is missing most all other woodwork remains in tact. An enclosed stair-
case leadssto the garret which reveals hand-hewn roof beams jointed with pegs. Fire-
places in the basement indicate cooking having been performed there.

The 1840s section reflects the Greek Revival period. This east part of the house
is three rooms, one room the extension of the front, one room the wing and one room
the original brick kitchen. Later flooring is revealed in one room but all the
mantels, baseboards and trim of the two large rooms are Greek Revival. (Photo 10)

(see continuation sheet)

‘1 Clay Lancaster, Ante Bellum Houses of the Bluegrass. (Lexington: University of
- Kentucky Press, 1961),pg. 12.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Neal McCann House, located in the southeastern section of Fayette County, is an.
outstanding example of an early frame house. Constructed in two different periods,
the earlier part is Federal in style while the later 1840s addition is Greek Revival.
This house is virtually unaltered and is one of the few and best remaining examples of
early frame residences in central Kentucky. (Presumably the scarcity of . frame
dwellings is due to the early production. of brick (1790s) in this region and, the wvul-
nerability to fire of early frame houses.) Further, one original outbuilding remains
on the site, a log smokehouse. -

This two-story frame structure was built for Neal McCann on land which was purchased
from John Craig, July 21, 1788 (Fayette County Deed Book A, p. 438). The deeds and
wills concerning the McCann family are many and ownership is difficult to decipher
due to numerous land transactions. This house and land stayed in the McCann family
during the nineteenth century and part of the twentieth century, except for a short
period. The 1838 Lexington City Directory lists Capt. Neal McCann owning 722 acres in
this area and the deed noted that this land was "the western half of the home farm

of Neal McCann" (Fayette County Deed Book 4%, p. 423). There was very little written
history concerning this early pioneer family but their deeds and wills indicate that
they were prosperous people of the land by the acreage owner and disbursement of
material goods at the time of their deaths.

In 1924, the McCann heirs sold this 174 acres and their home place to Sarah G.
Clark (Mrs. Reuben). She was a descendent of early land owners in this part of
Fayette County including the Graves, the Hayes, the Hughes, the Humes and the
Colemans. In 1932, she deeded this 174 acres to her daughter and present owner
Virginia Clark Hagan. The house is occupied by the farm manager and his family.

The house remains as an important example of an early frame structure. It remains
virtually unaltered on the exterior with the openings unchanged and a. portion-of -
the original rear gallery intact. Practically all-of the interior features remain
such as floors, mantles, doors, baseboards and portions of the chair railing.
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The original kitchen serves as a modern kitchen although the original kitchen fire
place has been covered over. The second story of the 1840s addition is reached
from an enclosed staircase from the middle room and serves two large bed chambers
on the second floor. There is no connection between the original structure and
the addition on the second floor.

One original outbuilding remains and this is a single-pen log smokeé house,, which
is included within the acreage being nominated. (Photos 11 & 12)

The rominated acreage consists of an area to include the main house, log smokehouse.
and frontage to Todds Road which is important to the visual qualities of this rural
site. '
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, 21. Rear of McCann House.

zrfL

20. First Floor Plan of Neal McCann House.
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Drawing, Clay Lancaster
Ante Bellum Houses of the Bluegrass.
1961 '

Lexington-Fayette County Historic .Comm.



-

s ﬂr&yvﬂi-ﬂv ‘ng?:v

Toll.
noNeal. & D

- @ X
.I,mdn.m‘5>;//

M Helley 4

|

0" U

. . — —

TH Darnaly .+* ]' Gewdlonw

) £ Bodle -
g )
Y hon, Brvay S
P25 Nep o, ”//QZI' LCoons A Zir
ool o .
WALL; 4 6?1;.1’;&5'@.71/ - // L~ 7 Coons 2
Yo . 0’ \‘“
rsChiles § YA W Mudr # “
SIMAPLE HILL ' - *
? A Jovon- ) ,/ JH Carter "\
£ N ié \ /\/\’———’
C ,”/ % ey
s, N J'—.FBIV(”‘W"/ N I 2)1/'7::‘
il wens .. fa
Fogrig s //,, ot OB Mrs O M '4_7' Darmaby W / (}Va}]w)s
<ot Station3P i ’,,,, Pl / v Ao Coons 4 LA
ek v $atrs irtley T L P a2 nﬂ‘l‘ P L.
R ) ‘ﬂ"z L2 4 Witson
¢ 2 e y . A, n .
1.8 Ctark AT Arw Th o taw O At Wilson \
S e \\ N7 B igyster dE (bons :
v vn W ™ I L Ly ,
£ Ftass -\'\;_,, WCWE ol s Mis Ferguso .,
\G Sy WLMELNeTL i
Mg beane Meter r FEstill . y '
* mwood) "* N JaevEnson” e |
(s fotitlia Ky ez s Gowin -ﬂ;f""“"kf wmin |
pats 2 o aa % - I ite o
.‘: .' :”: » -.P‘? ,,"“ T EZ) vans - o HWhite. .\
CWWE )
N BEe"
ELMMHURST / ) Dor R . r-33
! TR Jllo ! //,;[.?‘”""“7’-’ & 7 A.- 7]‘1"""5)" ‘rfiﬂar‘ LA Haley TniZian Miwn
paprey Y {p Aoillor | S L R Erearisty
. e . M p .. 4 K. p
A AR ! € R EstiL LYk en’ § ” e 2 4
. fvtys 3 H ) o ..
e St iy, GO Y o e omere) g 20
T Mes Thernten 3 > = 2w 5‘]4 (,',],,,/,, it 7, 44 C’rylgjnmnx . 27 f i
itrn A Or1PIt0e ] _\_“_/ 7y . {z .
, fsn AR (1Pitenan P .‘7,14,,;‘ - /llr*r l/)l’-"(}uzn s 1Al "“/ o 4 ) -
Tared) Feoa 9 BrimA Ll WD Aol
o . KLY Ao Y 0T ST Canrs,
! /‘@r-'\f‘/\.\ Tl allowey
i .
4 / W Momag ol DSatterran
lrant x\// 3

* I Hawkins
70 rares

o
I 0 i

»
. Ifbﬂl/tzr,r‘ Lt . 1 .
Mrs Heathers® AK TRY qTA
,)I}:m!ﬂ,‘[}mn« #'A;{ii‘sf.i'h . LA
paginpoghpbrs Hrs:
M. Favéorn s y Apbpht:
T T T, \‘;J ']'btl.}'lnn.' 7 e ﬂ;y/z:l.(l’l’

P Satlic ATHENS STA )
QHILESDU R(rIlP

7 Goodiins "~

\\
=~ g yo
TR g yewts
e .

fovor »
" R W Bucons

willer N
. M P caeelt

: o
;ﬁ: e ddenrn, 1
l’lacw

. A.dqru
ln’ Fihback.
. r.7ﬂwdm

O% ;
B iy
Wis purner

) add Vel Ir




Neal McCann House

Lexi on
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Kentucky

Atlas of Bourbon, Clark, Fayette, Jessamine
and Woodford Counties, Ky.

Lexington-Fayette Co. Historic Comm.

Scale: 13" = 1 mile

Date: 1877

Map No. 3
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Neal McCann House
Lexington

5364 Todds Road
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Kentucky

Smith, Galleys & Co., New York
Lexington-Fayette Co. Historic Comm.
Scale: unknown Date: 1861

Map. No. &4



