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ARCH TECTURAL SI OGNl FI CANCE (Describe important architectural features and
evaluate interms of other buildingswithin the community.)

The Neo-classical Colonial Beacon gas station is a well preserved exanple of early
20th- century, automobile-related commercial architecture. |tis one of four surviving
Neo-classical gas stations of the Colonial Oil Company chain i n Massachusetts. These
were designed as flagshipstations for the conpany by the architectural firm of Coolidge
and Carlson of Boston.

A one-story building of cinder-block constructionwith stucco finishing, the Colonia
Beacon station has a two-part plan consisting of an open domed octagonal "drive-through"
punp area and a two-bay,, rectangular, flat roofed service area. Corinthian colums
support the pianp area done which is surmounted by a tall lantern upon which rests an
open grillework globe containing a light; when | it 6 that |ight becane the "beacon" of
the Colonial Beacon station. The punp and service areas are unified through the use

of a Doric com ce and a parapet with starburst panels which encircles both areas
Subsequent alterations to the building consist of the enclosure and glazing of the
octagonal drive-through, the addition of a glazed greenhouse shed to that area and the
conversion of both areas to use as a fruit and produce stand. Until after Wotld Vér |1,
the station retained itsoriginal usage; since that time, it has served a nunber of
retail functions, none of which have negatively or irreversibly affected the integrity
of the original structure, which remains intact.

H STORI CAL SIGNFI CANCE (Explain the role the owners played in local or state
history and how the building relates to the devel opment of the community.)

The Col oni al Beacon gas station possesses integrity of location, design, setting,

materials and association. |t is significant as the best preserved of four simlar
Neo-classical 1920s gas stations of the Massachusetts-based Colonial Oi | Conpany (now
defunct), which remain extant in Massachusetts. |t is also important as an unusually

sophisticated exanple of early 20th-century automobile-related comercial architecture
by a noted Boston architectural firm and for itsassociations with the devel opment

of automobile transportationin the Boston area. |t nmeets criteria A and C of the
National Register of Historic Places.

Located directly on Main Street (Route 28), the Colonial Beacon gas station occupies

a site long identified as an important transportationcorridor. Main Street was |aid

out in 1806 as the Medford-Andover turnpike and remains an ijnportant north-south route
even today. In the early 20th century. Main Street was inproved as Route 28 and becane
one of the earliest automobile highways in the Boston area.

Li ke many roadside businesses of the early automobile transportationera, the Col onial
Beacon station served as both an advertising synbol and a service station.
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Clipping file, StonehamPublic Library.
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6. Representation in Existing Surveys
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7. Description
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8. Significance
Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

Specific dates Builder/Architect
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

CD summary paragraph

CD completeness

CD clarity

CD applicable criteria

CD justification of areas checked
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CD context
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CD other

9. Major Bibliographical References
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13. Other

CD Maps
CD Photographs
D Other

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to.
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