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Historic Kane James Putnam Jr. House

?9 17 northeast room
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29-19 rear (north) wall north east chanber
Cate ca. 1715
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hand chamber
Styl e First Period core; Second Period

. envel ope
00- XS Fireplace wall, northwest room Architect  Unknown
Sket ch f-Ir.p _ _ _
Exterior Wall Fabric shingles
Outbuil di HB ;one
Kajor Alterations (with dates) South rooTns
gambrel roof added ca. 1780
Condition Good
Moved ro Date
Acrsac less than one acre
Setting Adjacent t croad, surrounded bv
scattered suburban develonnient of r.ired
date. Conval escent hoTne t othe rear.
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S| GNI FI CANCE

The James Putnam house has integrity of location, design, materials, and
wor kmanship initsFirst Period frame, intact except for the roof. I t
embodi es distinctive characteristics of form andconstruction under
Criterion C The configurationof the posts at the second level is an
unusual variant, combining features of both the jow andthe flare (noted
also in the Wiite Preston House in Danvers).

The house is also noteworthy as an exanple of the way in which a First
Period house was enlarged c. 1780t oapproxi mate the Second Period double
pile house. The construction of another file of rooms with rear
fireplaces anda central hall i nfront of the original house created a
highly unusual house form  The anple addition is significant fcrits
adaptive plan andfor itsassenblage of well crafted |large Second Period
(post-colonial) finishes.

EXTERI OR DESCRI PTI ON

The Janmes Putnam House i s five bays wide, tworoons deep, andtwoand one
half stories in height. A broad gambrel roof covers both the original c.
1715 doubl e-cell house, nowformng the rear (north) half of the building
and the file of roonms added c. 1780t othe south. The pedi mented doorway
and symmetrical placement of the sash wi ndows onthe south facadear e
features of the |ate Second Period enlargement of the house. Fenestration
of the east andwest walls reflects the twostages in the house's

devel opment. Small sash wi ndows arranged as on the endwall of asingle
room deep house light the north roonms, while afile cf larger w ndows
light the later, higher studded rooms t othe south. Three chimeys pierce
the roof of the shingled structure: twoat the ridge which servet he
fireplaces at the rear of the south roonms and one at the center of the
north slope, anearly 19th century replacement of the central chimey of
the original house. There is a small onestory addition t othe right
rear.

MAJCR FI RST PER OGD FEATURES

In the four rooms of the original house of slightly asymmetrical plan,
much of the framng is exposed. The transverse summer beans of t he
dovmstairs rooms have 1 1/4 " flat chanfers andsimple triangular stops,
as does the chinmpney girt in the right-hand (northeast) room The heads
only of the posts supporting the summer beans are exposed. These have
flat chamfers at the sides anda deep quarter round molding at the |ower
edge. Joist spacing in the dovmstairs rooms is arelatively vjide 21" on
centers.

In the northeast andnorthvjest chambers, fram ng exhibits narrow flat
chamfers andtriangular stops. The posts have a distinctive configuration
which is neither precisely aflare nora jow . The post curves outward t o
a thicker dimension with aslightly concave curve andthen continues

Staple t olnventorv form at bottom
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straight upward (see photo). The door to the left hand rear chamber is
conprised of two raised field panels with 3 wide feather edges and
applied bolection mouldings (see photo). In the lobby, the staircase is
enclosed with plain board sheathing, possibly original. The door to the
attic i s made of vertical boards, but bolection moldings are applied toit
to simulate a paneled door and relate itsdesign to the adjacent paneled
door to the northwest chanber. The foundation walls of the north portion
of the house are built in from the sills in characteristic First Period

mnner .

LATER SI GNI FI CANT FEATURES

C 1780, judging by the style of the finishes, another file of roons was
added to the south of the original structure. All four rooms display
Second Period raised field panels on the fireplace walls, wooden dado with
mol ded chair rail and baseboard, and cornice moldings. These, with the
staircase, which runs straight up to the |anding which communicates with
the ol der part of the house and then rises three nmore steps, form the
relatively high style treatment of this important addition. Additional
features are the crossetted fireplace surround in the southwest room and
the turned balusters, newel posts, and nmolded handrail of the staircase.

H STORI CAL | NFORVATI ON

The house was the residence of individuals important to local and national
history. In 1715, local records refer to the property of Janes Putnam
Sr. (1561-1727) "on which his son Janes has lately built him a house.”
James Putnam Jr. (1689-1763), yeonman and brickbuilder, served as
selectman in Salem Village in 1747 and was active in the establishment of

Danvers as a separate town in 1752 James Jr.'s son, Archelaus Putnam
(1744-1800) was a physician and Danvers Selectman in 1774, | t was
Archel aus who enlarged the house so that the property was described in the

NOOMMANGSA direct tax |ist as "House on road, (including Chaise house
192 ft. and wood house 365 ft.) 2178 sq. ft., 2 stores, 31 wi ndows, 229
sq. rt.glass, built of wood, 80 p., value $900."

"ni AAtt/ nmost distinguishedresident was Col. Timothy Pickering
iso/" /] | eased the property from early 1802 to the summer of

has promotion of nodern farnvnrt ml ~nJ x--CKering's endeavours and

in the Essex AgricS"tSal SocJStr nSiT'AHA"™""""A menmber ship
of agricul-ture in Essercoun”J Aot™A o property to the devel opment

-2-
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