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AREA FORM NO. 

10^ 

Town Somerv i i i e 

Address A l e w i f e Brook Parkway a t 

Historic Name Capen Court 

Mystic Water Works 

Use: Present u t i l i t a r i a n / w a t e r & sewei 

Original water works b u i l d i n g 

DESCRIPTION 

Date 1363-15614' 

Source oamuels' Somervi i ie Past & Pre-
sent . 

Style Romanesque Revival /Mansard r o o i 

Architect unknown 

Exterior Mall Fabric br ick 

Outbuildings C^ur- ir^v w^i-^ho.,«o/..f f 4 r̂ ĉ 

Major Alterations (with dates) Y\ [g. 

.See At tached Assessor 's Map. 

UTM REFERENCE 

Z E N 
19 - 32k/660 - 4697/830 

USGS QUADRANGLE 

SCALE 1:25,000 

Boston Nor th 

Condition good 

Moved no Date n/a 

Acreage one acre + 

Setting East s ide o f Parkway, across 

f r o m brook and wooded area, some 

res i fipnt i al snrronnrii ngs • Main 

through route 

Recorded by r.r-p-hr^h^r. r, ^ov^nior-

Organization''''^^^ • H i s t o r i c a l Commissior 

Date September, I9SS 



NATIONAL REGISTER CRHERIA STATEMENT ( i f applicable) 

The M y s t i c W a t e r W o r k s r e t a i n s i n t e g r i t y o f l o c a t i o n , d e s i g n , 
m a t e r i a l s , workmansh ip , and a s s o c i a t i o n w i t h t h e d e v e l o p m e n t o f t h e 
p u b l i c w a t e r s y s t e m i n S o m e r v i i i e . I t i s s i g n i f i c a n t f o r i t s 
i m p o r t a n c e i n t h e h i s t o r y o f S o m e r v i i i e and f o r i t s a r c h i t e c t u r a l 
i n t e g r i t y . The M y s t i c Water Works f u l f i l l s C r i t e r i a A and C of t he 
N a t i o n a l R e g i s t e r of H i s t o r i c Places on the l o c a l l e v e l . 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE Describe important architectural features and evaluate in terms of 
other buildings within the community. 

B u i l t on a g r a n i t e b l o c k f o u n d a t i o n the l o n g low b r i c k b u i l d i n g w i t h 
Mansard r o o f r e t a i n s i t s massing, s c a l e and m a t e r i a l s as w e l l as t h e 
e a r l y windows and double-hung sash w i t h round headed gl a z e d f a n s . The 
s l a t e r o o f has been r e p l a c e d w i t h a s p h a l t s h i n g l e s . The double doors 
t h a t a r e p a n e l l e d and have a f a n - l i k e transom f^fjj^m the south facade 
ent ranee. 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE Explain the role owners played in local or state history and how the 
building relates to the development of the community. 

The M y s t i c Water Works was S o m e r v i l l e ' s f i r s t water s u p p l y . The system 
was a u t h o r i z e d i n 1861 when the C i t y of C h a r l e s t o w n was g r a n t e d t h e 
r i g h t ( o v e r much o p p o s i t i o n ) t o c o n s t r u c t a dam a t M y s t i c Lake, an 
e n g i n e h o u s e , and a r e s e r v o i r t o s u p p l y C h a r l e s t o w n w i t h w a t e r . 
I n i t i a l l y o n l y a s m a l l area of S o m e r v i i i e was s u p p l i e d by the newly 
c o n s t r u c t e d s y s t e m f o r C h a r l e s t o w n , h o w e v e r , i n 1868 t h e S t a t e 
L e g i s l a t u r e a u t h o r i z e d S o m e r v i i i e t o connect i t s l i n e s w i t h those of 
Charlestown. The a v a i l a b i l i t y of t h i s water s u p p l y and a h i g h s e r v i c e 
p l a n t b u i l t i n 1889-1890 ( s i n c e demolished) c o n t r i b u t e d t o the C i t y ' s 
tremendous growth i n the l a s t q u a r t e r of the 19th c e n t u r y . 

I n t h e 1880s, Charlestown became p a r t of Boston and the M y s t i c Water 
System was tak e n over by the C i t y of B o s t o n . I n 1898 S o m e r v i l l e ' s 
water s u p p l y became u n i f i e d w i t h t h a t of Boston under t he M e t r o p o l i t a n 
Water Board. 

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES 

Hopkins, G.M. A t l a s of the C i t y of S o m e r v i i i e , 1874 
Samuels, Edward, S o m e r v i i i e : Past and P r e s e n t , 1897 
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Nomination/Type of Review 

51. Langmaid Building 

52. Langmaid Terrace 

Date/Signature 

Entered In the A^eepex^^y^A^-^-^-^-^-^fS^^^ 9 A A A 
Satlonal Beglster J 

At tes t 

53. Lockhardt, Charles H.,.House ̂  tb© j - - t ^ 

56. Munroe, Robert, House Entered In tha 
latloaal Begistar 

Attest 

Attest 

Snt.rei l a t t a { A e e p e r ^ L l > - v > - 9 . . ^ ^ 4 ^ - } ^ f A ^ A ^ f 
National aegldtar ^ 

Attest ' 

N^^^eper 
A^/Ay) 

54. Loring, George, House Entered i n tho ^Keeper A A U ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ y ^ M ^///A 
National Beglster 

Attest 

55. Lovejoy, A.L., House Sl^J^^i'jeglater ^eper ^ ^ ^ . . . . ^ ^ ^ ^ f j ^ ^ 

Attes t ' ' 

^eper^AlfA-'-^-^'y^p^-A jf/A^^ 

57. Mystic Water Works ^^^^^^^ in feper 9/7P/rr 

58. Nichols , John F . , House if'^eeper 
^"tered In the ~ _ ' . 
••''a.tlonal Beglatag Attest ; 

59. Niles, Louville v.. House ^ ^^^P^^ yy{A^'^^'-^-^^^)c,^^^ / A A / 

j a t i o n a l Eegiatar Attest 

t^eeper yAAA-lA,.^.yS^-yOL^ ' T A ^ / ^ 

;:x.ter.i i n ^ba ^ . 
lIatA.;nal Be,'5l-'t9^ At tes t 

60. N i l e s , L o u v i l l e , House 
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NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET 

REQUESTED ACTION: NOMINATION 

PROPERTY Mystic Water Works 
NAME: 

MULTIPLE Somerviiie MPS 
NAME: 

STATE & COUNTY: MASSACHUSETTS, Middlesex 

DATE RECEIVED: 8/04/89 DATE OF PENDING LIST: 8/15/89 
DATE OF 16TH DAY: 8/31/89 DATE OF 45TH DAY: 9/18/89 
DATE OF WEEKLY LIST: 

REFERENCE NUMBER: 89001227 

NOMINATOR: STATE 

REASONS FOR REVIEW: 

APPEAL: N DATA PROBLEM: N LANDSCAPE: N LESS THAN 50 YEARS: N 
OTHER: N PDIL: N PERIOD: N PROGRAM UNAPPROVED: N 
REQUEST: N SAMPLE: N SLR DRAFT: N NATIONAL: N 

COMMENT WAIVER: N 

_ACCEPT RETURN REJECT / / / « ? / ^ 7 DATE jj^tional Heglster f A / ^ A ^ f Entered In the 

ABSTRACT/SUMMARY COMMENTS: 

RECOM./CRITERIA 
REVIEWER ~_ 
DISCIPLINE 
DATE 

DOCUMENTATION see attached coiments Y/N see attached SLR Y/N 



CLASSIFICATION 

count resource type 

STATE/FEDERAL AGENCY CERTIFICATION 

FUNCTION 
9^ 

historic current 

DESCRIPTION 

architectural classification 
materials 
^^descriptive text 

SIGNIFICANCE 

Period Areas of Significance—Check and ju s t i f y below 

Specific dates Builder/Architect 
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

summary paragraph 
completeness 
c l a r i t y 
applicable c r i t e r i a 
j u s t i f i c a t i o n of areas checked 
relating significance to the resource 
context 
relationship of integrity to significance 
j u s t i f i c a t i o n of exception 
other 

BIBLIOGRAPHY 

GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 

acreage ^verbal boundary description 
ÛTMs boundary justif i c a t i o n 

ACCOMPANYING DOCUMENTATION/PRESENTATION 

sketch maps ÛSGS maps photographs presentation 

OTHER COMMENTS 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to 

Phone 

Signed Date 







Please refer to the map in the 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet 

for this property 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64500253 


