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Tomn Somerviiie

Address Alewife Brook Parkway at

Historic Neme Gapen Cour't

Mystic Water Wrks

Usss Present utilitarian/water & sewel
Original water works building

DESCRIPTION

Date 1363-15614"'

Source oamuels' Somerviiie Past & Pre-
sent.

Style Romanesque Revival/Mansard rooi

Architect unknown

Exterior Mall Fabric brick

Outbuildings CMur-ir*v w”?i-"ho.,«o/..ff 4 r"c

Major Alterations (with dates) W\ [g.

Condition good
Mowd no Date n/a
Acreage one acre +

Setting East side of Parkway, across

from brook and wooded area, some

resi fipntial snrronnriingse Main
through route

Recorded by  rr-p-hr™*hr. r,  “ov/™nior-
Organization""'"”« Historical Commissior

Date September, 19SS



NATIONAL REGISTER CRHERIA STATEVENT (if applicable)

The Mystic Water Works retains integrity

materials, workmanship, and association with
public water system in Somerviiie. It

importance in the history of Somerviiie and
integrity. The Mystic Water Works fulfills
National Register of Historic Places on the local
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ARHTECTURL. SGNHCANE Describe inportant architectural features and eval uate in terns

other buildings wthin the conmunity.

Built on a granite block foundation the long
Mansard roof retains its massing, scale and materials
early windows and double-hung sash with round headed glazed
slate roof has been replaced with asphalt shingles.
that are panelled and have a fan-like transom

ent ranee.

| ow brick

building

The doubl e
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wi th
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HSTARCA. SGNHCANE Explain the role omners played in local or state history ad howthe

building relates to the devel opnent of the conmunity.

The Mystic Water Works was Somerville's first

right (over much opposition) to construct
engine house, and a reservoir to supply

Initially only a small area of Somerviiie was

wat er
was authorized i n 1861 when the City of Charlestown

constructed system f or Charlestown, however,

Legislature authorized Somerviiie to connect
Charlestown. The availability of this water
plant built i n 1889-1890 (since demolished)

In the 1880s, Charlestown became part of Boston
System was taken over by the City of Boston.
water supply became unified with that of Boston under

Wat er Board.
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