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DESCRIBETHE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE
A few years ago the point of land on which Ports Duquesne and Pitt had
stood was buried beneath commercial buildings and railroad tracks.
Fortunately, this situation has disappeared thanks to the development of the
new Point State Park. The Point area has been virtually cleared of
intrusions which at one time buried the fort sites. The railroad yards
and commercial buildings are gone; although one expressway still traverses the point. The site of Fort Pitt was the subject of intensive
archaeological investigation in 1942-43, and sufficient underground
evidence was found to define with considerable accuracy the outlines and
features of the fort. The original lower ramparts of the music bastion
have been excavated and made a permanent exhibit. (See photograph)
Interpretive markers are located on the south side of this exhibit. Just
west of the expressway, or the southwest section of the fort, The Fort Pitt
Museum has been constructed on the original site of the Monongahela
Bastion. The Museum is an impressive interpretive facility. In the main
lobby is a 20 feet (in diameter) scale model of the fort. Earphones,
located around the display, relate the story of the area while spotlights
point out the specific sites. The interior of the museum relates the story
of the region during Indian, French, English, and American occupation.
Located to the north of the museum entrance stands a small brick blockhouse
owned by the Daughters of the American Revolution, This is the only
structure original to the point.
At the extreme tip of the point has been constructed a gigantic fountain.
This fountain measures about 80 feet in diameter and has a spray of
60 feet in height. Typical of any park, there are benches located
throughout. On either river side are stands from which, during the
summer months, visitors view floating concerts. The park is maintained
in immaculate condition.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

From the middle of the 18th century through the early 19th century, the
Forks of the Ohio represented the strategic key from the east to the Ohio
Valley and the vast territory drained by the Mississippi. Control of this
key point was the objective in French, English, and American struggles for
North America.
At this point of land where the Monongahela and Allegheny Rivers meet to
form the Ohio, grew the bustling frontier town of Pittsburgh, the first
permanent English settlement west of the Appalachian mountains in the
present United States. In the late 18th and early 19th centures the town
at the Forks of the Ohio was the major point of entry for the mass of
settlers pushing westward into the Ohio and Upper Mississippi Valleys.
Early in 1754 the first outpost at the Forks of the Ohio was begun by
American colonials, on ground first chosen and described by young Lt. Col.
George Washington. Shortly thereafter it was seized by the French and
named Fort Duquesne. It was captured in 1758 by a British and Colonial
force during the French and Indian War., Its fall was a decisive blow to the
French defense of the Ohio country. Shortly thereafter the British erected
Fort Pitt on higher ground a few hundred yards away from the older fort.
HISTORY

Control of the strategically important confluence of the Monongahela and
the Allegheny Rivers to form the Ohio, was a decisive element in the
climactic struggle between England and France for the control of North
America. The site was also of great importance in the American Revolution
and in the opening of the western frontier. The first outpost on the site
was begun by English colonies early in 1754 on ground first chosen and
described by Lieutenant George Washington. On April 17, 1754, the
unfinished fort was seized by a force of French and Indians. The French
completed the post and named it Duquesne. Thus the site saw one of the
first acts of hostility in the final American war between England and
France.
Duquesne gave the French control of the Ohio River and was the keystone
of their defense line on the western frontier of the Colonies. George
Washington, with a small force, was on the way to the Forks of the Ohio
when he learned that the French had captured the unfinished American fort.
He halted his advance and a short time later surprised and defeated a
(Continued)
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small French scouting party. Thus were fired the first shots in the
Seven Years War, called in America the French and Indian War. A short time
later Washington, himself, was attacked and forced to capitulate at Fort
Necessity.
Fort Duquesne was also the objective of British General Braddock's illfated campaign in 1755. In 1758 British and Colonial forces under the
leadership of General John Forbes, hacked their way through the wilderness
to find Fort Duquesne destroyed and abandoned by the weakened French, who
had been deserted by their Indian allies. The fall of Fort Duquesne was
decisive in the decline of French power in the vital western frontier south
of the Great Lakes.
Realizing belatedly the importance of this tip of land as the open road to
the vast interior of the continent; and the nation controlling this
natural highway controlled the future of the land built their most
substantial and costly stronghold in America. Approximately 200' from
the original site of Fort Duquesne, Fort Pitt was named in honor of the
English Prime Minister. A few years later during the bloody Indian up
rising, known now as Pontiac's Conspiracy, Fort Pitt was one of the few
frontier forts able to hold out against the Indians. A relief column met
the Indians at Bushy Run about twenty miles from Fort Pitt, defeating
them and raising the siege of the fort. Fort Pitt became an outpost of
unquestioned merit in the opening of the western frontier, offering pro
tection to the settlers and traders who were pushing into the Ohio country.
The town of Pittsburgh grew under the shelter of the fort. Fort Pitt was
occupied by troops during the Revolution and was finally abandoned in 1790.
The vast importance of the Forks of the Ohio is attested to by the
vigorous efforts of both the French and British to seize and hold this
site, and by the rapid spread of English settlement which occurred under
the protection of the fort.
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From the point of intersection of the western curb of Commonwealth Place
extended to the Allegheny River, proceed in a line along the west curb
of Commonwealth Place to a point, if extended would intersect the
Monongahela River; thence proceed in a northwesterly direction around the
point; thence in a northeasterly direction to the point of origin. This
area contains approximately 36 acres. The boundaries are indicated on
an accompanying map titled Illustrative Site Plan Golden Triangle 1980.
The elevated road system, viewing stands, fountains and similar modern
features within the boundary do not contribute to the national
significance of the landmark.
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The point of land where the Monongahela and Allegheny Rivers meet to form the Ohio
constitutes a site of surpassing significance In the story of American expansion
westward from the Appalachian Mountains. From the mid-18th century through the early
years of the 19th, the Forks of the Ohio was the strategic key to the Ohio Valley and
the vast territory drained by the Upper Mississippi* Control of this key point was
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site are still obscured by heavily travelled roadways which give access to the Point
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Development of the Point Includes the establishment of a 36-acra state park and
reconstruction of one of the fort'a bastions, the park will include a historical
rnuaeun on the fort site and the area 9111 be planted In trees of the variety conanon
to the virgin vilderncas which surrounded the Forks of .the Ohio 200 years ago. The
Point State Park is « project of the Pennsylvania Department of Forests and Haters*
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