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The Bourne Dairy nomination consists of two structures and open space from 
the structures east to the City's right-of-way on Eastern Avenue. The dairy 
building is constructed in the shape of a "T" with the cross at the south 
end and long portion running north and south. Each section is covered by 
a gabel roof, with two slopes of the same pitch. Broad eaves extend on the 
edge of the building in each direction. The roof is covered with a^sphalt 
composition shingles over the original wooden shingles. A single gabled 
dormer projects from the south slope of the roof.

There are five entrances, two from the south, two from the west, and one 
from the north. A six"rentrance on the east had been sealed at an earlier 
date. On the south, west, and north entrances are large enough for the 
cows, with each having sliding doors. The main entrance from the south 
is the only arched entrance. The solid oak vertical board door is rounded
at the top, with six Raiacs of glass at eye level.J~

The walls are finished in uncoursed rubble sandstone (red) which was cut 
from the area on the south bank of the Deep Fork. This quarrying area 
has been disturbed in the post-World War II period through flood prevention 
efforts. The window spaces in the stall area have been filled in with 
similar stone from the area, although the coloration is somewhat different. 
The windows in the office portion of the building to the south are steel 
projected windows. Recently wrought iron bars have been placed over the 
windows ' spaces .

The silo is immediately to the north of the dairy building. The lowest 
portion is made of red sandstone like that of the main building. The next 
highest portion is constructed of concrete blocks formed into pillow-like 
shape. The upper-most portion is made of white cedar with steel 'Bands hold 
the lumber in place. The silo is in disrepair, with the top missing.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Bourne Dairy was established the day after the Run in the Unassigned Lands 
on April 23, 1889. The Elias Whitfield Bourne family arrived in a covered 
wagon and driving three cows. They contested the claim to land in the area 
of Northwest Thirteenth and Broadway and successfully gained title to the 
land because the other claimants were "Sooners", who had illegally entered 
the area before April 22, 1889, and staked out the land in secret.

The principal informant about the early history of the dairy was Mrs. Stella 
Bourne Crockett Renwick, who stated that the dairy sold its first milk on 
April 23, 1889, and that: "We delivered milk in a tin can with a spout. 
We had to go in the early morning on deliveries as there was no ice. We 
had to get up in time to get ready to deliver to hotels and restaurants 
before 6:00 A.M." A second milking took place at 6:00 P.M. and a second 
delivery.

The location of the dairy was changed in 1898, as Oklahoma City grew to the 
north and began to crowd the farm. The new location was at what is now 
Northeast Fifty-eighth and Eastern. Pasture land used by the Bournes extended 
northwest to Persimmon Hill where the Western Heritage Center and Cowboy 
Hall of Fame now exists. The area below the hill is a natural meadow, 
where trail drivers used to collect their cattle herds for the drive .to 
market. The entire farm consisted of 160 acres originally. Men with teams 
of oxen were hired to clear away the trees in the valley of the Deep Fork 
for additional farm land for feed.

By the decade of the twenties, the dairy milked about 200 cows. Before that 
refrigeration was lacking and it remained a small dairy of about seventeen 
cows. During that period deliveries were made with a spring wagon and team 
of horses. The milk was delivered as quickly as possible. The team learned 
the route and stopped at every delivery point on their own. Bert Bourne 
remembered that his well- traindteams would turn the wagon around by them­ 
selves while he walked the milk to the door at the last stop on a particular 
street. Although he felt horses were superior, he began to deliver milk 
with a truck in 1915, for safety purposes. Even so, the horses were still 
used for herding the cows. One horse, "Rocket," would take the cows by himself 
to and from pasture and never lost a cow.

The Bournes sold the dairy in 1944, and dairy operations ended at that time. 
The dairy area is owned presently by a private non-profit organization which 
breeds rats for laboratory purposes.
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