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Long Point Light Station, Provincetown

SITE DESCRIPTION: Long Point Light Station, Provincetown, sits at the very
tip of the "arm" of Cape Cod, on the spit of sand known as Long Point, at the
mouth of Provincetown Harbor. It is approximately one mile to the east of
Wood End Light (#43), and has long been considered a vital aid to navigators
approaching Provincetown. Long Point itself is the end of several miles of
beaches and sand dunes popularized by tourists and Provincetown residents, and
is completely exposed to the elements.
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MAICR ELEMENTS: The present extant elements are the tower (1875), and the oil
house (18757). The original site contained a dwelling that was physically

connected to

the tower, a fuel house, the oil house, the tower, a hen house, a

barn and a pier. It was one of the largest complexes in Massachusetts during
the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries.

Exterior -
Foundation -

Door -

Windows -

Interior -

Stairs -

Windows -

Lamp Room -

Lens Room -

The square brick whitewashed tower stands 38' high.

Its cement foundation is sunk into the sand, but it extends
outward 8'.

The 32" wide door is higher above ground than the one at Wood
End, but otherwise all details are identical. The iron sill
slants inward 3 1/4" to the solid steel door, which has a
double-thick steel frame running around it. A rectangular stone
lintel surmounts the door, which is located on the south side.
The windows are identical to those at Wood End and are located in
the same positions, on the east and west sides. The north side
of the tower is blank, facing toward Provincetown. (The blank
wall at Wood End faces south, out to sea.)

Directly inside the tower is a large recessed space/room which
fits just under the stairs. It is closed on three sides, but
open to the side facing the front door. This is unigue in
Massachusetts lighthouses, and is found only in Wood End Light as
well. The room has brick and wood whitewashed walls, and wes
probably used for storage.

The iron staircase has steps 12 3/4" deep X 30" wide. Each rise
is 7 3/4" high. Every fourth step leads to a small landing,
which then turns and leads up to the next landing. There are
five landings in all.

The first 6/6 window measures 39" wide. Its interior
measurements are 29 1/2" X 51 1/2" with a 4 1/2" sill. The
second full 6/6 window is 60" high.

At the top, or fifth landing, is the lamp room. Ore enters
through a 2/2 paneled wooden door. The room has brick walls,
whitewashed, and a wide-planked wooden floor. A vertical tongue
and groove cupboard (40" X 70") stands in one corner, and is
probably original to this tower. Its crown moulding is 3" wide
and projects out 4". The cupboard rests on a 3 3/4" base with a
1 1/2" cymarecta moulding.

An eight step ladder, with 7 1/4 X 16 1/2" rungs, leads up to the
lens room through a wooden trap door. The floor of the lens room
is metal. The ten-sided room has vertical wood walls and a
wooden half door which leads out to the balcony. The typical
smoke-shield above the lens is missing, as is the ventilator ball
atop the roof. Instead there is an open smoke hole. The lens
room is glazed all around, as at Wood End, with windows located
44" above the floor. Numbering ten in all, they measure 27" X
36". Five vents, of standard design, are found at midpoints in
the walls. The housing to each vent is 7 1/4" X 10 1/2" on the
exterior (the balcony).



Balcony -

Lens -

Roof -
Oil House -
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The metal two-section balcony is angled slightly downward and is
square in shape, like the tower. The wooden half door in the
lens room opens onto a iron half door. The balcony's
measurements are 18'1" on all four sides and 55" on the diagonal
from the lens room to each corner. The iron railing, simple in
design, has partially collapsed. (It is probably not original.)
Of the remaining balusters, there are four hexagonal 6"
pedestals, each 5" wide. The finial's base is also 5".
In 1981 the lens was recorded as a 12 volt plastic lens, with 120
volts, CG-181 flasher, a 300 mmlens,and a 3.05 amp.
The standard iron roof has ten segments.
The oil house is brick, painted white, and was probably built the
same year as the tower, although it could be earlier. It is
situated on the west side of the tower on a sand dune which
overlooks the harbor. The remains of the old pier are seen just
below th oil house, on the beach. The oil house now houses he
generator for the lighthouse, and has had some alterations. Its
original slate roof has been replaced by asphalt shingles. Its
door is modern, and mede of steel. To the immediate east of the
tower are the remains of the bell tower. They consist of a
gerr|1|ent raised platform and iron posts that once supported the
ell.



Li ght house #23

IGHTKO-JSES OF MASSACHU--
THEMATIC Cr..;jP NOMINA;!

G-HRONOLOGICAL HISTORY:

1826 - 4 acres were purchased by the Lighthouse Board.

1827 - The end of the spit of sand was illuminated for the first time. The
tower was built at a cost of $15,000. Other buildings were the oil
house and a 100 sq. foot storage shed, built for $1000.

1845 - 200 people lived at Long Point, which then included a fishery, salt
works, and windmills. These buildings, having been there for many
years, were moved by barge to Provincetown just before the Civil War.
During the Civil War, two forts were built, adjacent to the lighthouse
station. They were knomn as Fort Useless and Fort Harmless. Blockade
runners were active during this period. (Evidence of the two forts
remain today in the shape of small hills.

1875 - The present tower was constructed and the former keeper's dwelling
retained (other buildings demolished).

1926 - A Fourth Order Fresnel lens with a visibility of 10 miles was noted.

1927 - The lens was reduced to 29,000 candlepower.

1952 - The light was automated and the station unmanned.

1979 - The light was modernized and suggested for conversion to solar power by
the Coast Guard.

1980 - Demolition order by the Coast Guard was filed - possibly for the oil
house.

1982 - Solar arrays permanently installed on lantern deck of tower.

1986 - Coast Guard reconsiders plans for demolition of the oil house based on
historical significance and operations considerations. Formal action
to cancel demolition plans pending.
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LEVEL OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Long Point Light Station, Provincetown, possesses integrity of location,
design, setting, materials and workmanship as well as important associations
with the development of aids to navigation in Massachusetts. Dating from
1875, this tower marks the tip of Cape Cod, a site which has had a warning
light since 1827, and works in tandem with Wood End Light. The Station meets
criteria A and C of the NRP on the state level as well as survey criteria 2a,

2b, 3a, 3b, la, 5b.
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Long Point Light Station, Provincetown

SITE DESCRIPTION: Long Point Light Station, Provincetown, sits at the very
tip of the "arm" of Cape Cod, on the spit of sand known as Long Point, at the
mouth of Provincetown Harbor. It is approximately one mile to the east of
Wood End Light (#43), and has long been considered a vital aid to navigators
approaching Provincetown. Long Point itself is the end of several miles of
beaches and sand dunes popularized by tourists and Provincetown residents, and

is completely exposed to the elements.
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MAJOR ELEMENTS: The present extant elements are the tower (1875), and the oil
house (18757). The original site contained a dwelling that was physically

connected to

the tower, a fuel house, the oil house, the tower, a hen house, a

barn and a pier. It was one of the largest complexes in Massachusetts during
the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries.

Exterior -
Foundation -

Door -

Windows -

Interior -

Stairs -

Windows -

Lamp Room -

Lens Room -

The square brick whitewashed tower stands 38' high.

Its cement foundation is sunk into the sand, but it extends
outward 8'.

The 32" wide door is higher above ground than the one at Wood
End, but otherwise all details are identical. The iron sill
slants inward 3 1/4" to the solid steel door, which has a
double-thick steel frame running around it. A rectangular stone
lintel surmounts the door, which is located on the south side.
The windows are identical to those at Wood End and are located in
the same positions, on the east and west sides. The north side
of the tower is blank, facing toward Provincetown. (The blank
wall at Wood End faces south, out to sea.)

Directly inside the tower is a large recessed space/room which
fits just under the stairs. It is closed on three sides, but
open to the side facing the front door. This is unique in
Massachusetts lighthouses, and is found only in Wood End Light as
well. The room has brick and wood whitewashed walls, and was
probably used for storage.

The iron staircase has steps 12 3/4" deep X 30" wide. Each rise
is 7 3/4" high. Every fourth step leads to a small landing,
which then turns and leads up to the next landing. There are
five landings in all.

The first 6/6 window measures 39" wide. Its interior
measurements are 29 1/2" X 51 1/2" with a 4 1/2" sill. The
second full 6/6 window is 60" high.

At the top, or fifth landing, is the lamp room. Ore enters
through a 2/2 paneled wooden door. The room has brick walls,
whitewashed, and a wide-planked wooden floor. A vertical tongue
and groove cupboard (40" X 70") stands in one corner, and is
probably original to this tower. Its crown moulding is 3" wide
and projects out 4". The cupboard rests on a 3 3/4" base with a
1 1/2" cymarecta moulding.

An eight step ladder, with 7 1/4 X 16 1/2" rungs, leads up to the
lens room through a wooden trap door. The floor of the lens room
is metal. The ten-sided room has vertical wood walls and a
wooden half door which leads out to the balcony. The typical
smoke-shield above the lens is missing, as is the ventilator ball
atop the roof. Instead there is an open smoke hole. The lens
room is glazed all around, as at Wood End, with windows located
44" above the floor. Nunfcering ten in all, they measure 27" X
36". Five vents, of standard design, are found at midpoints in
the walls. The housing to each vent is 7 1/4" X 10 1/2" on the
exterior (the balcony).
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Balcony - The metal two-section balcony is angled slightly downward and is
square in shape, like the tower. The wooden half door in the
lens room opens onto a iron half door. The balcony's
measurements are 18'1" on all four sides and 55" on the diagonal
from the lens room to each corner. The iron railing, simple in
design, has partially collapsed. (It is probably not original.)
Of the remaining balusters, there are four hexagonal 6"
pedestals, each 5" wide. The finial's base is also 5".
Lens - In 1981 the lens was recorded as a 12 volt plastic lens, with 120
volts, CG-181 flasher, a 300 mmlens,and a 3.05 amp.
Roof - The standard iron roof has ten segments.
Oil House - The oil house is brick, painted white, and was probably built the

same year as the tower, although it could be earlier. It is
situated on the west side of the tower on a sand dune which
overlooks the harbor. The remains of the old pier are seen just
below th oil house, on the beach. The oil house now houses he
generator for the lighthouse, and has had some alterations. Its
original slate roof has been replaced by asphalt shingles. Its
door is modern, and made of steel. To the immediate east of the
tower are the remains of the bell tower. They consist of a
cement raised platform and iron posts that once supported the
bell.
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CHRONOLOGICAL HISTORY:

1826 - 4 acres were purchased by the Lighthouse Board.

1827 - The end of the spit of sand was illuminated for the first time. The
tower was built at a cost of $15,000. Other buildings were the oil
house and a 100 sq. foot storage shed, built for $1000.

1845 - 200 people lived at Long Point, which then included a fishery, salt
works, and windmills. These buildings, having been there for many
years, were moved by barge to Provincetown just before the Civil War.
During the Civil War, two forts were built, adjacent to the lighthouse
station. They were known as Fort Useless and Fort Harmless. Blockade
runners were active during this period. (Evidence of the two forts
remain today in the shape of small hills.

1875 - The present tower was constructed and the former keeper's dwelling
retained (other buildings demolished).

1926 - A Fourth Order Fresnel lens with a visibility of 10 miles was noted.

1927 - The lens was reduced to 29,000 candlepower.

1952 - The light was automated and the station unmanned.

1979 _ The light was modernized and suggested for conversion to solar power by
the Coast Guard.

1980 - Demolition order by the Coast Guard was filed - possibly for the oil
house.

1982 - Solar arrays permanently installed on lantern deck of tower.

1986 - Coast Guard reconsiders plans for demolition of the oil house based on
historical significance and operations considerations. Formal action
to cancel demolition plans pending.
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LEVH. G- SGNIHCANCE

The Long Point Light Station, Provincetown, possesses integrity of location,
design, setting, materials and workmanship as well as important associations
with the development of aids to navigation in Massachusetts. Dating from

1875, this tower marks the tip of Cape Cod, a site which has had a warning
light since 1827, and works in tandem with Wood End Light. The Station meets
criteria A and C of the NRP on the state level as well as survey criteria 2a,

2b, 3a, 3b, la, 5b.
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