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Statement of Significance: (Refersnce names, dates, events, areas of significance/study
unit themes) |

Date of Construction: circa 1910-1913
Architect/Builder: dot kpnown

Historical Significance:

The Morse House is the outstanding example of an early 20th century Craftsman era bungalow
in Grandview. Built about 1910, the Morse house is distinguished by a front porch with
massive cross gambrel roof, battered brick piers, and heavy wood braces. Elsewhere on the
house the Craftsman concern with structurally expressive detail is evident in the carved
rafter tails and brackets, finials, and brick pilers. Few other bungalows in tha city are as
complex in plan or decorative program and few retain the high degree of interior and
exterior integrity exhibited in the Morse House.

Additionsl Descripton of Physical Appesrance & Significant Archtectursl Keetures:

(Architectural significance; cen include interior & site features; address integrify

The Morse House is a wood frame bunoalow —omposad of a hipped roof cube with a projecting
front porch sheltered by a cross gambrel roof. The house rests on a brick foundation. The
lower wall is brick, with battered brick pisrs at each corner. The upper walls are sided
with clapboard except in the porch gable ends, which are sheathed with an vnusual
horizontal siding with stickwork applied in a radiating fashion. A first story bay window,
with double hung sash and leaded glass, projects from the north facade. Gable roof dormers
project from the north and south siopes of the root. The dormers have exposed raftters,

carved brackets, and wmulti-light fixad windows.  The Ffront porch is covered by a cross
gambrel roof, supported by battered brick piers and heavy wood braces. Across the
exterior, rafter tails are exposed. Carved finials top the gable peaks and a simpile

chimney stack straddles the roof ri_dge,_ A decorate metal ridge roll caps the roof. The
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"Pioneer Keeps Pace with Progress- First in Grandview to Heat with Gas." Newspaper (title unknown) dated 1930.
Anonymous. Grandview Commercial Club brochure, 1918, at Ray E. Powell Museum, Grandview.

Morse, Chauncey. Notes to State Office of Archaeology and Historic Preservation, Olympia, Wa.

Flemihg, Ralph, grandson of C.0. Morse, interview, Grandview, 1986.
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Site Name:
Historic Morse House
Common A Date: 9-10-T986

Legal Description: Flemings Subdivision, lot one.

Acreage: Less than one acre.

Significance, Cont.
The house was owned by Mr. and Mrs. Chaauncey 0. Morse who came to Grandview in 1910, making them pioneer settlers.
Mr. C.0. Morse was the first user of city water and light and then, too, the first to have a telephone installed.
In 1929, he was the first to apply for gas heating service when it was introduced to Grandview. The blowing of
‘the main gas pipe leading to Grandview was an event that took place on November 7, 1929. The general manager

of Northwestern Natural Gas Company, Edwin Hurst, turned the valve and C.0. Morse applied the lighted torch.
Accounts say that a crowd of about 1500 cheered and applauded as flames leaped into the air. C.0. Morse

bought a NO. 2 gas-era fired furnace and was the first in the city to actually contract for a meter.

C.0. Morse's son, Emery W. and his wife, Fannie, who apparently had the first bakery in town before she married,
moved into the house in 1944. Emery was an important citizen as well. He assisted in laying out the orchard
tracts. He was also Justice of the Peace, and married couples in the house and registered young men there for
the draft of World War II. Emery was the City Treasurer for a number of years and the POlice Judge until he
died in 1969; at the time of his death, he was running for Mayor. In 1962, Clifford C. Morse, son of Emery,
deeded the house and property to his brother, Chauncey B. Morse, who still lives there.
Description, Cont. . -
exterior doors have carved woodwork and a glazed upper panel. The well-preserved interiors
include fir trim (baseboards, window and doors surrounds), a sliding door between living
and dining areas, and two modest chandeliers.

Total number oF contributing propertigs: 1 (house)
noncontributing properties: 9



