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E.E. ROOT BUILDING (OLTR #7) 

ORIGINAL PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Root Building featured a facade dominated by symmetrically opposed elements: 
two wide, pointed arches met at a round column ornamented by molding in its base and 
neck; two pairs of casement windows were placed above the arches on the second story 
beneath small tiled vents. With the exception of the diminished size of the arch 
beneath the staircase, the rear elevation repeated the elements of the facade. The 
superstructure repeated the rounded forms of the elevations, with its broad dome 
behind a dentilated screen of crenelations. Also present was a tall, round minaret 
topped by a pointed pinnacle and finial.

PRESENT PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The basic appearance of the Root Building remains substantially the same as its 
original appearance. Replacement of the casement windows with aluminum-framed 
awning type windows and removal of the dome and minaret have altered the profile of 
the building.
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SIGNIFICANCE

The Root Building is one of five commercial structures remaining in Opa-locka 
designed in the Moorish Revival Style. Originally built with two stores on the 
first floor and six apartments on the second, the building was designed to 
complement and -frame the Administration Building across the street. Today, the 
building retains its original use with commercial space on the ground floor and 
apartments above.

The property was purchased from the Opa-locka Company by E.E. Root of Miami in 
September 1926. According to the Opa-locka Times, Root visited his property shortly 
after the September hurricane. Seeing how well the town withstood the wrath of the 
storm, Mr. Root decided to pay off the debt on his lot, believing Opa-locka offered 
a better investment for his money than his bank could. It was not until July 1927, 
after the building boom at Opa-locka had begun to subside, that Muller designed the 
stores and apartments for Mr. Root. The Root Building is the last known Moorish 
Revival commercial building constructed in Opa-locka. Records show that Root owned 
the building until May 1940.
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