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1. Name

historic Memorial Town Hall

and or common Town Hall

2. Location

street & number Main Stxoot N/A  not for publication
city, town Monson N/A vicinity of
state = Massachusetts code 025  county Hampden code 013
3. Classification
Category Ownership Status Present Use
district X public X occupied agriculture A museum
X building(s) private ' unoccupied commercial park
structure both work in progress educational private residence
site Public Acquisition Accessible X entertainment religious
object NMIN in process A yes: restricted A government scientific
being considered yes: unrestricted industrial transportation
no military other:

4. Owner of Property

nane Town of Monson

sregt & number Town Hall Main Str eet

city, town Manson N/A vicinity of state Massachusetts
5. Location of Legal Description

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Springfield Registry of Deeds

street& number East Cblurtous Avenue and State Street

Springfield M assachusetts

city, town state

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

Inxentory of the Historic Assets of

tittethe Commonwealth, #250 has this property been determined dligible? yes X no
date 1982 federal ~ state county local
depository for survey records M assachusetts Historical Commission

city, town Boston state  Massachusetts



1. DeSCl’iption Memorial Town Hall, Monson, M

Condition Check one Check one

V  excellent deteriorated A unal tered N original site :
good ruins altered noved date AQ
fair unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

Monson Memorial Town Hall islocated on a one acre | ot facing west on Main Street in the
town's commercial/civiccenter. Set back 100 feet from the street on a site which slopes

to the east, the building stands on property donated in 1884 by the Reynold's famly, Mnson's
leading industrialists inthe 19th century. This large stone structure stands out from

its commercial and residential neighbors as an important local |andmark. I n keeping with

its memorial character, two cannons- one from the Civil War, the other from World War |

and a nonunent grace the front [awn.

Memorial Hall was designed in 1885 inthe Victorian Gothic style by local architect George

Potter. Although rather conplex initsroofline and massing, the Town Hall is basically
T shaped inplan with a four story rectangular tower at it snorthwest corner, an octagonal
turret at itssouthwest corner, a gabled pavillion centered on the facade (west elevation),

and a cross gable on the south elevation. This two story structdure is constructedof rock
faced random laid granite ashlar. Decorative trim used throughout the building includes
heavy stone modillions at the roofline and alternative blue and white granite voussoirs
formng the gothic arches which frame nost entries and wi ndow openings and are a noted feature
of the structure.

The building is covered by a slate roof' which consists of three conmponents. These include

a front hip portion which is broken by a cross gable on the west elevation, a gambrel roof

m d-section, and a gable roof at the rear of the building. These roof conponents also delineate
the wuse of interior space which from front to back are: town offices and GR Hall, auditorium
and balcony, and a stage area. Al |l ridges of the roof are trimmed with copper cresting.

W ndows generally appear in clusters of two, three and five openings, and contain double
or triple hung, single paned sash. They are headed either by simple stone | abels or
the polychromatic pointed arches already described. Al | elevations are asymmetrical.

The west elevation is the facade of the building and features the structure's nost disting-
uished elements. Centered on this elevation is the main entry contained within a 2i story
gabl ed pavillion highlighted at it sapex by a checkerboard pattern of blue and white granite.
This element is further enhanced by a gothic arch which frames a cluster of three w ndows at
the second story. The entry i s protected by an open one story portico with pointed arches
and buttresses. Fenestrationon this elevation is arranged inpairs on either side of the
pavillion. Other architectural elements of note on the facade are the tower and turret
which are located respectively at the ela/atiorBnorthern and southern corners. The square
faced tower rises four stories and i s capped by a pyrami dal hipped roof which is supported
by granite colums. | t contains openings in each of itsfaces. Those on the first and
third story are framed by arches, and except for an entry on the west face, they enclose
pairs of windows. Openings on the second level are in groups of three and are capped by
flat stone lintels. At the facade's southern corner is a 4: |Oot octagonal turret which
features a statue of a Civil Wr soldier at itspeak. Arched wi ndows are located at the
hei ght of the building's second story and plaques, framed by sharply pointed arches are
inset at the first story level

The north and a)uth el evations form the walls of the building's auditoriumand stage area.
The dom nant features on these two faces are two rows of five stained glass windows vith
those on the lower level highlighted by arches of blue and white granite blocks. At the
eastern end of these elevations cross gables are placed where the ganmbrel roof porti> " of
the building meets the gable roof section. Below these gables are two rows of windo/ ti
placed i n groups of three.



8- Significance Memori al Town Hall, Monston, NMA

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below '
prehistoric archeology-prehistoric community planning landscape architecture. relligion
1400-1499 archeology-historic . conservation law science
1500-1599 agriculture . economics literature sculpture
1600-1699 A architecture . education X. military social/
1700-1799 J"™art . engineering X_ music humanitarian

~JL1800-1899 commerce . exploration/settlement philosophy theater .
1900- communications . industry politics/government . transportation

. invention . other (specify)
Specific dates 1885 Builder/Architect George E  Potter

St at ement of Significance (inone paragraph)

Monson Memorial Town Hall posseses integrity of location, design, materials, workmanship,

setting, and association, i tissignificantas thecomunity's nost important piece of
public architecture built of a material (granite) quarried locally, and endowed by a
family prom nent i nMnson during the 19t hcentury. I naddition, it possesses enduring

associations with thecivic development of thecomunity. Thus, the Memorial Hall meets
criteria A B, and C of the National Register of Historic Places.

A cornerstone building i nthecenter of Monson, the Memorial Hall building stands as a
credit tothetown and an honor tothepatriot soldiers i nwhose nenory i t was designed

and built. The Reynold's family who proposed theproject were generous and public-spirited,;
they conceived of thebuilding tobe a lcoal landmark, constructed by local builder's with
local materials, forlocal war heroes.

The idea for the Menorial Hall originated at the annual town neeting in 1884. A proposition
was nade by Rice M Reynolds to donate a site and along with his brother Ted, both offered
to donate $5,000 to the building fund. Their father, Joseph Reynolds, also offered a

like sum on the condition that the town contribute $20,000. It was further stipul ated
that the building be a nenorial structure, be constructed of granite and be conpl eted
before May 1, 1885. < j > e o

The Reynolds famly holds a distinguished place i nMonson's history; its nmenbers were
astute businessmen and industrialists and generous, public-spiritedcitizens. Joseph
Reynol ds, thepatriarch, came t o Monson i n1821. H was at the forefront of the industrial
revolution, and i nhi syouth, had worked under Eli Whitney, inventor of thecotton gin,

at Whitneyville, CI. H owned and operated a nunber of mills i nMnson which produced

satinet and cotton jeans. Active i npublic life, he filled many town offices and i n1854
was elected State Senator.

His sons Rice and Theodore also played important roles i nhMnson's history. At age 16

Rice went into business with hi sfather. H toowas active i ntown politics and served

as selectman, water supply conmm ssioner and district representative tothestate legislature.
He was one of theoriginal incorporators of the Monson Savings Bank and |ater becane a
trustee. Theodore, less dom nant i nbusiness and less publicly active than hi s brother,

is best known as a collector. Among hi sacquisitions were rare books, paintings, plants.
Coins and international playing cards.

Dedi cated on Memorial Day i n 1885, Menmorial Hall, as stipulated by theReynold's family,
was constructed of local granite fromt he Monson quarry. Opened by t he Federal government
in 1809 t oobtain stone for building the Springfield Armory, (NH” 1974) thequarry had
becone by t hem d-19th century an important privately operated local resource which produced
the largest anpunt of granite i nthe Connecticut River Valley. Monson granite quarried

by Wiliam Flynt i nthelate 19thcentury \as used locally as a building material for a
nunber of structures which included theUniversalist Church (1888) and Town |ibrary (1882).



J

9. Major Bibliographical References

"Articlds of Agreement between t he Town of Monson andBuilding Committee." Monson,
Novenber 23, 1883.

Eddy, Charles W Monson. |llustrated by Charles W Eddy. Ware, My, 1884.

(Conti nued)

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property .91 acres

Quadrangle name M°"~son Quadrangle scale 1:25,f)no

UTM References
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Verbal boundary description andjustification

Deed Description: "Acertaintract of land situate onthecEasterly side of Main Street
in said Monson bounded anddescribed as follows viz: Beginning at aniron bolt driven
(Conti nued)

List all states andcounties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries

state N/A code county code

state code county code

11. Form Prepared By

Kathryn, Kubie, Preservation planner, Massachusetts Historical Conm ssion with
nane/title Bette B. Roberts, Mbonson Historical Conmmi ssion and Antoinette E Tomasik, LPVRPC

organization  Massachusetts Historical Comm ssion date January 1984
Street & number 294 Washington Street telephone 727-8470
city or town Boston state Massachusets

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification

The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

national state local

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Actof 1966 (Public Law 89-
665), | hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated
according to tI»9 criteria and procedures setforth by the National Park Service.

State Historic Preservation Officer signature

State Historic Preservation Officer
title Massachusetts Historical Comm ssion date
For NPS use only

| hereBy eertity that this preperty ig included inthe National Register
Entered In tha

Nat i onal Hogl Bt er — .date jrrTtn

y T per oftheNational Register

A Attest- date
Chief of Registration
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The enterior of Memorial Hall remains intact fromitstime of construction and reflects
its multiple use i ncommunity life. The front portion of thebuilding contains meeting
roons and display space on thefirst floor, a GR Hall on thesecond floor, and t he town
vault and lock-up i nt he basement. To therear of these municipal roons i sthe auditorium
and stage. This portion of thebuilding was altered i n 1902 when t heroof was raised

and thestage area rebuilt.

8. Significance (Cont'd)

It was also used i nbuildings as far west as Topeka, Kansas, and Keokuk, lowa as well as
locally i nmany cities and towns i nHanden County, M\ and t herest of New England. A
noted and docunmented exanple of its use as a building material i sthe 1880s HH Richardson
designed railroad station i nWare, M\

Since its construction. Memorial Hall has stood as a prominent l|andmark i nt he conpact
commercial/civic center of Monson and has been thelocal center for political, social,
civic, and charitable activities. Althought todate Iittle i sknown of thearchitect,
Goerge E Potter, except that he was a resident of Monson and during the 1870s designed

a nunber of commercial buildings and brick townhouses i nnearby Springfield, this i sclearly
a nonumental design.” As intended when constructed, thebuilding continues tohousethe
town's municipal offices as well as thetown safe and |ock-up. Until recently, thebuild-
ing's auditorium was used for town meetings, high school graduations, and also provided

a facility forlocal concerts and theatricals which were often sponsored by charitable
groups such as the Red Cross, theKing's Daughters, and t he Masons.
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9. Major Bibliographical References (Cont'd)

Monson HisLorical Society. History of Monson, Massachusetts. Monson, 1960.

Springfield Registry of Deeds. Book 397, page 276.
The Springfield Union Supplenent. October 22, 1885.

Everts, Louis. History of the Connecticut Valley i nMassachusetts.
Philadel phia, J.B. Lippincott & Conmpany, 1879

10.  Geographical Data (con'd)
in theground i nthe Easterly line of said street at the South Westerly corner of land

of Edward P. Newton. Thence Easterly on said Newton's |and about 29 3i feet toa stone
nmonurrent.  Thence Southerly on land of Sol onon F. Cushnan abot 162 and 3/4 feet toa

stone nonument. Thence Westerly on land of said Cushman about 33i feet t oa stone nonunent

Thence N 79 14" W 70 and 9/10 feet onland of Alvin A Gage. Thence S 89 4' W 116
and 8/ 10 feet on land of said Gage toan iron bolt driven i ntheground i nthe Easterly
line of said Main Street. Thence N 25 7° W about 146 feet on said street to the
place of beginning. Subject toa right of way conveyed t osaid QUuhnman hi sheirs and
assigns across said land from said street near the home of said Gage tohi sland i n

the rear of said premses foragricultural purposes only.

This deed i supon theexpress condition however that the lnhabitants of Monson shall
erect said prem ses and conplete the sane on or bhefore My 1st AD 1885 a Town House
the same t o be known as a Memorial Hall i nhonor of our "Patriot Soldiers."
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1. Name

2. Location

3. Classification

Category Ownership Status Present Use
Public Acquisition Accessible

4. Owner of Property

5. Location of Legal Description

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

Has this property been determined eligible? * vyes no

7. Description

Condition Check one Check one

excellent i !deteriorated unaltered + original site
CD good I lruins [U altered moved date.
o fair |l unexposed

Describe ttie present and original (if known) physical appearance

CH summary paragraph
CH completeness

0 clarity
» alterations/integrity - .
1 | dates

| Iboundary selection



8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

Specific dates Builder/Architect
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

e summary paragraph

O completeness

n clarity

EH applicable criteria

« justification of areas checked

« relating significance to the resource

n context

« relationship of integrity to significance
e justification of exception

e other

9. IMajor Bibliographical References

10. Geographical Data
Acreage of nominated property

Quadrangle name
UTM References

Verbal boundary description and justification

11. Form Prepared By

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

national state local
State Historic Preservation Officer signature

title date

13. Other

CZ! Maps
« Photographs
e other

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to.

Signed Date

Phone:

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet















