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NATI ONAL REQ STER CR TER A STATEMENT (i f applicabl e) .-

The Westwood Road Historic District retains integrity of location,
setting, design, materials, workmansnip, feeling, and association with

turn of the century residential development of Somerviiie.
[liustrative of an intact early 20th cencury subdivision, the Westwood
Road District i s significant for its developmental history as well as
its architecture, thus, i truifills Criteria A and C of the National
Register of Historic Places at thelocal level.

ARHTECIUL. SGNHCANE  Describe inportant architectural features and eval uate interns of
other areas wthin the conmunity.

The Westwood Road Historic District is an intact late-19th to early
20t h-century street developed with high quaiity, architect-desi gned,
Shingle Style, Queen Anne, and Colonial Revival houses. O the twenty-one
buiidings inthedistrict (excluding the outbuildings), nearly all were
designed for single famly use. A variety of original materials are
still evident including shingles, fieidstone, |eaded glass, and wrought

iron work. The best wunaltered buildings are #2,3,8 Westwood Road and
#12 and 18 Benton Road. #8 W stwood Road i s an outstanding example of
a Queen A'nne/Shingle Style house with it sconical, shingled turret
which ifea focal point of the stre-tscape. The granite entrance posts
on either end of Westwood Road fram #18 Benton Road on the west end.
#18 Benton Road i s one of tne best local examples of Shingle Style
architecture with its massive fieldstone chimey and broad cross-gable

roof .

HSTARCL SGNHCANE Explain historical inportance of area and how the area relates to the
devel opnent of other areas of the conmunity.

The Westwood Road Historic District was developed at one of

Somerville's few exclusive residential enclaves. West wood Road was
originally platted on the Shute Estate and Benton Farm i n 1874. the
undevl op@© tract wused for dairy tarmng, located on Spring Hill was
replatted by hardware dealer Charles Bradshaw i n 1894. A small

adjoining section of Benton Road was l|aid out Dy Reuben Benton at about
the sanme time.

As developer of the subdivision, Bradshaw noved one house, built by
Elias Goodrich and |ater owned by the Shute family, to a side | ot and

Duilt Westwood Road. I n 1895 he moved mature elms and maples tothe
street line. This was a procedure acclaimed as the first tree-moving _
in Massachusetts according to Edward Samuels, Somerviiie: Past and
Present (1897). Early services on Westwood Road included sewer, water

and gas connections. Bradshaw built eight houses ai |l handsome examples

of the Queen Anne/Shingle Style and Colonial Revival Styles of
architecture. Additional houses were constructed prior to 1905.

Bl BLI OGRAPHY and/ or REFERENCES

Bromely, GW Atlas of the City of Somerviiie, 1895. LI
City Directories, City ol Somerviiie, 1900s.
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ncicate esch item on inventory roi:n vdTuch is being continued beioH.'StOIrIC District

The first owners of Westwood Road houses were a cross-section of
Somerviiie businessmen and professionals. Owners incluoed Ilawyers,
pharmacists, shoe, jewelry, and desk manufacturers, and dairy and

producedealers.

The Somerviiie Historical Society at One Wescwood Road was built on an
empty lot at the corner of Central Screet and Westwood Road. The
Society, founded in 1897, built its first home from 1923 to 1929.
Architect William Dykeman designed tne brirk building in tne Georgian

Revival Style.

There are a total of thirty buildings in the Westwood Road Historic
District. Nineteen of the twenty-one houses (and museum - the
Historical Society) <contribute to the significance of the district.
While there are some alterations only two have been drastically altered
and are considered non-contributing. Of the nine garages in the
district, eight were built within the period of significance for the
district and contribute to an understanding of the development of the

small residential enclave.

These buildings are included in the Westwood Road Historic District because they are
the roost intact examples of their style and period.

continued

Staple to Inventory form £t bottr:r.



| NVENTCRY FCORM GONTI NUATI QN SHEET Connnunity: Fam Ne
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I'ndicate each item on inventory formvdiich is being continued bel ow

12 Benton Rd.- Francis Raynond House W #4 . >
Architectural  Significance;, This building enbodies one of
Sonerville's finest Shingle Style houses. It is athree story
ganbrel -roofed stiructurewth a projecting oriel under the front
abl e. The front porch has paired classical colums and projecting

irst story bays are distinctive features of the design.

Hi storical Significance: Francis Raynond was the original owler of
the house. H was the treasurer at Canbridge Electric Light C. ke
was a Charlestown native, wo began a grocery business. In 1876 H
left the business to become treasurer of the Anmerican Arns (. and
in 1878 becane the treasurer of Canbridge Electric Light Co. Prior

N éo bui l ding this house at Benton RI. Raynond |ived at Laurel Street,
omerviiie.

18 Benton Rd. - Eugene Carr House NG 725

Architectural Significance: This buildin% I S an exceptional Shingl e
r

Style house. It is notable for itsbroad, cross gabled roof and
massive exterior fieldstone chimey  supported by fieldstone
buttresses. The entrance jproch displays dramatic Syrian arches
that are accentuated by the wuse of various building materails.
There is also a round headed stained glass w ndow set into the
chi mey wal | .

Historical Significance: This house was built for one of the
partners of the MW Carr Conpany, which was a Sonerviiie
manufacturer of jewelry and novelties. The house is on ..a |ot that
was subdivided by Reuben Benton wo devel oped nost of Benton R

(e Westwood Rd. - Somerviiie Historical Society \WDZA,

Architectural Significance: This building is the hone of the
SGrerville Historical Society. It is. atw story Federal Revival
fetiilding, ~executed in red brick with a slate roof. The main
exhibition hall of the Miseum includes Charles Bulfinch's "Flying
Dovible Staircase," which Bulfinch had designed for the Joseh Barrell
Mansion (later the MlLean Assylvun) in 1792, The Society accquired
the staircase from the Shaw famly of Wayland in the [ate 1940's,
after the Shaws had saved it from denmolishion in 1892, The front
doors, steps and foyer which formthe nmain entry to the Misevim are
fromthe city's original public library.

The building site is the geographic center of the community and was
chosen for its central location. The nuseumi s the only cultural
faC||8|t2y constructed by the community since its founding as a town
in 1842,

" conti nued

Staple to Inventory form at bottom



I NVENTCRY FORM GONTI NUATI ON SHEET Corammity: Form No:

MSSACH EETTS H STAR CAL GNMISS ON

Office of the Secretary, Boston SonErville, M *

Prcfperty Name: Westwood Rd. Hist. Dist. \

Indi cate each itemon inventory formvtiidi is being continued bel ow

Hi storical Significanc: The Somerviiie Historical Society was
founded in 1897 by professionals, businessmen, religious, social,
cultural, educational and nunicipal |eaders. MNany of these founding

nmenbers were descendants of the original settlers.

Two Véstwood Rd.
Architectural Significance: A1 intact exanple of transitional

Col onial Revival/Shingle Style residence. This house occupies a
romnent site on the corner of Wstwood RI and Central St. The
ouse is a 2 and 12 story gable roofed structure with spring
eaves. The central gabled pavillion balances the full wdth

dressed fieldstone front porch piers. Colonial Revival decorative
el ements include the balastraded porch parapet and dianond nmuntin
W ndows. The shingled wall surfaces and recessed gable w ndow are
part of the Shingle Style decorative vocabulary.

8 WestwoodRd.- El bri dge Newt on House - mm

Architectural Significance: The Newton House is an outstanding
exanple of a Queen Anne /[ Shingle Style House in Somerviiie.Tthe
house displays a cross-ganbrel roof with conical Queen Anne tower
and copper finial at the intersection of the two main blocks of the
house. An extension of the front porch with its slender paired
colonnettes of conposite order. The entrance with half sidelights
s offset to the right. The second story w ndows of- the east
el evation have wooden tracey and sone di anmond shaped nuntins.

Historical Significance: El dridge W Newton was an agent according
to the 1904 City Directory. Hardware dealer Charles Bradshaw
devel oped this subdivision.

This building is included in this nomnation because it is an
excellent exanple of its style for the Somerviiie area. It is
| ocated in a neighborhood wnich has nmany particularlywell preserved
Queen Anne and Shingle Style buildings.

Staple to Inventory form at bottom



SOVERVI LLP. MRA - DATA SHEETS

VESTWOOD ROAD HI STORI C DI STRI CT

NMAPE MHCGH HI STORI C NAME ADDRESS DATE STYLE TYPE STAT
Wy 1 2 Benton Road ca. 1910 Colonial Revival B C
garage 4 ca. 1910 Col . Rev./siding B C
VW2 3 Benton Road cr. 1905 Craftsman/ B
altered/siding
VW3 24 Raynmond House 12 Benton Road ca. 1910 Shingle Style B
WA/ 4 25 Carr House 18 Benton Road ca. 1910 Shingle Style B C
garage ! ca. 1910 Colonial Revival B C
VW5 58 Central St . ca. 1898 Shingle Style .8 C
Somerviiie Historical 1 Westwood Rd. 1925- 29 Federal Revival B C
w6 20 Soci ety i -
Berry-Kel Ley House 2 Westwood Rd. ca. 1898 Shingle Stylel B C
VW7 21 Colonial Revival
garage ca. 1910 Colonial Revival B C
VW8 22 Si bl ey House 3 Westwood Rd. ca. 1898 Queen Anne B C
VW9 5 Ws twood Rd. ca. 1898 Shingle Stylel B
altered NC
VW10 - 6 Vestwod RJ. ca. 1910 Dutch Col oni al B
garage ca. | 930 Colonial Revival B C
VWV 11 7 \Wstvtood R . ca. 1898 Georgian Revival B NC
W12 23 Newt on House 8 Westwood Rd. ca. 1898 Queen Anne/ B C
Colonial Revival
garage ca. 1910 Dutch Col oni al B C
WY | 3 9 Westwood Rd. ca. 1898 Shingle Style o B C
C



MAPI MUIC # HI STORI C NAME

WY 14

WV 15

VW1 6

W 17

WV 18

VWV 19
VWV 20

VW2 1

ZiC |/
4 Acres

garage

garage

garage

garage

3NC B=Buildings

SOMERVI LLE MRA -

ADDRESS

10
11

12

14

15

16
17

18

West wood

West wood

West wood

West wood

West wood

West wood

West wood

West wood

4 4

8 &

DI STRI CT DATA SHEETS
VESTWIOD RQAD HI STORI C DI STRI CT

DATE

ca.
ca .

ca.

ca.

ca

ca.
ca.

ca.

ca .

ca.
ca .

1900
19 10

1900

1900

. 1920

1900
1930

1910

1900

1900
1910

STYLE
Shingie
Col oni al

Shingle
altered

Coloni al
Coloni al

English
Coloni al

Coloni al
English

Shingle
Coloni al

Style
Revi val

Stylel
Revi val
Revi val

Revi val
Revival

Revi val
Revi val

Style
Reviva

TYPE

(@]

(@]



| NVENTARY FORM GONTT NUATT ON SHEET CoQBHunity: Fam Na

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL CCMASSON

Office of the Secretary, Boston Sanrarving M

Property Name: |, .
Wesnaml rd. Hig. Did.

Indicate each item on inventory form VAiidi is being continued beow.

8 WeVIQml Rd. - Elbridge Navon Hase

aNetMDOdRd

Staple to Inventory form at bottom



I NVENTCRY FORM GONTT NUATI ON SHEET

MASACHUZETTS HISTORICAL CCHfCSISON ShErvdle m
Office of the Secretary, Bogon s

Caranimity: Fam No

Property Name: AAAAAN - HA A QAN

Indicate each item on inventory foim viiich is being continued beow.

12 Baton Rd.- Rraiias Ra*Bad Hase

18 Benton Rd.-Bjgene Car House

Staple tolnventory form at bottom
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