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Photo number 

Area Form No. 

331/4-5 

l.Town Brookline MRA 

Address Sargent: TRoari 

Name Sargent's Pond 

2. Ownership: 

Public '•'": ' ' .'•' •.'"-'.r'-' 
•-•I • •' ' ' •f^--' r 

X Private 
Present owner Trustees of Sargent Estate 

3. Type: 

Park 

Green *' 

Training Field 

Boulevard or Parkway 

SKETCH MAP 

Draw map showing property's location 

in relationship to nearest cross streets 

and other buildings or geographical features 

Indicate north. 

•••,4 •• . 

•'I?.*-

••pf 

y • Other (pond) 

4.Description:  

Date late 187Qs 

Size (approx. acreage) 3 acres 

Architect ( i f known)Charles Sprague 

Location of Plans ( i f ^iic^5 NA 

Setting In a residenHfll area. 193n.s ant 
1940s single famLly hoijses. 

Current Condition Good 

See attached map. 

•'hf 

Recorded by Carla Berika 

Organi z at ioiBrookline Historical Comm. 

Date May 1983 
Newton Quadrangle 
u m Reference: 324640/4687380 * ' 
Map #: 55 # • 

' f i Afr f ' . 
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VISUAL ASSESSMENT Describe topography and layout. Note conponents such as structures 
(bandstands, gazebos, sheds) monuments § fountains; landscaping 
features (formal plantings, bodies of water). 
Compare current appearance with o r ig ina l , i f possible. 

Sargent's Pond was designed to be a major focal point on the 150-acre Sargent estate, 
which was STjsdivLded i n the late 1920s. The houses i n t±ie inmediate area are single-
famLly homes set back from the street on predominantly one to two acre lo t s . The 
pond rests i n a basin and is approached by a gentle dcsAniward slope; plantings aromd 
i t , including i r i ses , are informal and natural is t ic . Ihere is a small concrete main­
tenance bui Iding/pump hoxase o f f to one side. According to sketches and photographs, 
tliere appears to have been more landscaping aromd the pond than exists now, and i t 
seems that some of the or ig ina l rhododendron have died or have been removed. 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE Disctiss types of use, major period of use, evaluate iinportance 
wi th in town. 

Sargent's Pond was created i n the late 1870s (according to an a r t i c le by Marina Van 
Rensselaer) by Qiarles Sprague Sargent, who excavated a basin and supplied water to the 
pond by damming up a small, natural brook ixhich seems to s tar t aromd the lower part o f 
Cottage Street. Sargent was the manager of Holm Lea, the comtry estate o f his father, 
Ignatius, 'who between 1845 and 1873 purchased a nunber of smaller estates, including those 
belonging to the Cook and Lee fan i l i e s . Ihe properties were united t h rou^ the 
desigis o f hoth father and son, and the landscape was "altered, remodeled and v i r t ua l l y 
recreated." (Van Rensselaer) 

Holm Lea consisted of open spaces of r o l l i n g f ie lds fo r a landscape ef fec t , T^Mbh were then 
sijrrounded by a great variety of rare trees, both American and exotic (see attached 
l i s t fo r some of the trees planted there.) Above a l l , there were the vistas, believed 
by Sargent, an advocate o f the natxnralistic shcool of landscaping, to be an essential 
component of the concept of beauty. THis estate was famoios fo r i t s size, variety of 
trees, shrxibberies, and broad expanses o f lawn and meadow, outlined by natural woods. 
So famous was this estate that 30,000 people woiild v i s i t i t on Fhododendron Smday, 
at which time the Sargent f an i ly wovild open their shcwplace to the px±)lic. 

As one observer worote i n 1903: 
Every department of comtry l i f e i s here represented i n due proportion without 

'A extravagance or faddism; a l l were blended into a beaut i ful and useful pictOre 
which i s nothing short of exquisite, 

BIBLIOGRAPHY , , . 
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INVENTORy FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 

MA5''-̂ACHUSETTS HISTORICAL CCMIISSION 
Oflice of the Secretary, Boston 

Community: 

B r o o k l i n e 

,No: 

Property Name: Sargent ' s Pond 1 

Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. •'. fv' * 

H i s t o r i c a l Significance ' • • 

Cattle grazed peacefully i n the meadows which were one or two c i t y 
blocks long and twice as wide and bounded by masses of woods. Azaleas 
and rhododendron l i n e d the pond's edge as did i r i s e s , while on the 
south side, the narcissus and Stars pf . Bethlehem grew i n the grass. 
A rock garden hidden from view by tall shrubbery and partially concealed -7--
from the pond by willow trees, was f u l l of Alpine flowers and other 
l i t t l e plants. There were also a few flower beds i n inconspicuous 
places as well as green houses, reserve gardens, and a "spring garden" 
of l i l a c s , i r i s e s , and peonies. I t was a place "almost wholly a r t i f i c i a l , 
yet looking l i k e the work of Nature i n one of her k i n d l i e s t moods: r e s t f u l , 
and serene; .- nothing out of place, everything contributing to the general 
e f f e c t and each contributing to the §ffect of i t s neighbor; seclusive but 
not ex<?'lusive; each landscape fqrm.ed and separates; harmonious i n color, 
l i g h t " , and shade, d e t a i l with d e t a i l . " (Collins) 

There were four enrances to HolmXea: at Cottage Street; Chestnut Place; 
Warren Street; and Perkins Street i n Jamaica Plain. Ultimately the 
e s ^ t e was bordered by Walnut Street, along Warren; Cottage Street to 
the Boston l i n e ; Perkins Street i n Jamaica Plain; the back l o t lines of 
houses on Chestnut Street and Chestnut Place; and Warren Street between 
Walnut and Cottage. Today the Sargent Esta'te subdivision i s private 
and a series of roads, some one way, wind through the area. 

Charles Spargue Sargent 

Sargent was born i n Boston i n 1841, the son of Ignatius and Henrietta Gray 
Sargent. He attended Harvard University and was graduated i n 1862 at which 
time he entered the m i l i t a r y and attained the rank of f i r s t lieutenant and 
aide-de-camp on the headquarters s t a f f of tihe Department of the Gulf. He 
remained i n the service as a s t a f f o f f i c e r u n t i l August 1865 when he was 
mustered out, having attained the brevet rank of major.After t r a v e l l i n g 
i n Europe f o r three years,he returned to the United States and i n 1868, 
was placed i n the f i l l time pos i t i o n of manager of his father's estate 
i n Brookline, Holm Lea. He l i v e d i n the old Thomas Lee house (see 209 
Sargent Road information) which he remodeled i n 1873 afte r i t was purchased 
from Daniel Dwight i n 1871. (Dwight bought i t from the Lee family i n 1868). 
John Muir, i n a l e t t e r to his wife i n 1893 decribed i t as follows "This 
i s the f i n e s t m.ansion and ground I ever saw. The house i s about two hundred 
feet long with immense verandas *trimmed with huge flowers and vines, standing 
i n the midst of f i f t y acres of lawns, grass, w i l d woods of pine, hemlock, 
maple, beech, hickory, etc. and a l l kinds of underbrush and w i l d flowers 
and c u l t i v a t e d flowers. There are acres of rhododendron twelve feet hight 
i n f u l l bloom, and a pond covered w i t h l i l i e s , etc.; a l l the ground, h i l l 
and dale, clad i n the f u l l summer dress of the region, trimmed with 
exquisite taste." ^ 

Staple to Inventory form at bottom 



INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 

MAf'SACHUSETTS HISTORICAL CCMCSSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 

Community: 

B r o o k l i n e 

ForiTi No: j 

Property Name: Sargent ' s Pond | 

Indicate each item on inventory fonii which is being continued below. 

festorical S i g n i f i c a n c e - a 

Between 1872 and 1874 he was professor of h o r t i c u l t u r e at Harvard 
UniveEsity, succeeding Francis Parkman, and during the same p e r i o d he was 
one of fo u r a s s i s t a n t s to Asa Gray of the Harvard Botanic Garden. 
He became the d i r e c t o r , although not a b o t a n i s t and apparently "having 
no c r e d e n t i a l s f o r the j o b beyond h i s s o c i a l p o s i t i o n and a modest 
r e p u t a t i o n as a gentleman landscape gardener." (Zaitzavsky, p.60) Although 
p l a c i n g 88th out of a graduating class of 90 at Harvard, Sargent , under 
the tutaledge of Gray, learned q u i c k l y . His r e s p o n s i b i l i t y as d i r e c t o r 
of the Botanic Garden was t o reorganize the seven acre c o l l e c t i o n . The 
j o b , however, " d i d not o f f e r him enough scope f o r h i s energy and ambitions", 
(Zaitzevsky, p.60), and he took on the d i r e c t o r s h i p of the Arnold Arboretum 
as w e l l . I n 1872, the Arboretum was "an operation w i t h great p o s s i b i l i t i e s 
but l i t t l e money to r e a l i z e them". O r i g i n a l l y l o cated on j u s t the Bussey 
farm i n Jamaica P l a i n , i t d i d not o f f e r space to accomodate anything more 
than a simple arrangement of t r e e c o l l e c t i o n s . "Sargent, the landscape 
gar^dener only newly turned b o t a n i s t , had ambitions t h a t were as much 
aes t h e t i c as s c i e n t i f i c . He wanted the Arboretum to be as outstanding 
i n landscape design ^s i t would be i n i t s colre'ctions." A f t e r e i g h t years 
of n e g o t i a t i o n s betw "en the C i t y of Boston and Harvard, Sargent's o r i g i n a l 
concept 6« the c i t y purchasing the Arboretum grounds from Harvard, buying 
several acres of a d j o i n i n g land; and lea s i n g a l l the property back to 
Harvard f o r 1000 years w h i l e r e t a i n i n g r e s p o n s i b l i t y f o r b u i l d i n g and . , 
maint a i n i n g the roads and p o l i c i n g the grounds wa.s r e a l i z e d . 

Sargent, Frederick Law Olmsted, and the Olmsted f i r m which included Charles 
E l i o t as w e l l as Sargent's nephew, Henry Codman Sargent, c o l l a b o r a t e d on the 
design. According t o Cynthia Zaitzevsky, there are many v i s u a l p a r a l l e l s 
between Holm Lea and the Arnold Arboretum. "Contemporary accounts and views 
and what remains of the s t a t e today show many groupings of trees- and 
shrubs, treatment of v i s t a s , and other landscape e f f e c t s " which are 
s t r i k i n g l y s i m i l a r . Zaitzevsky also states t h a t Sargent, coming from 
'.'the amateur landscape gardening t r a d i t i o n . . . was capable of t r a n s l a t i n g 
h i s personal a e s t h e t i c v i s i o n i n t o a broader medium than the gentleman's 
country e s t a t e . " (p.63) 

Like his concept for Hol^Lea, the design of the Arboretum was to be 
naturalistic and one that fitted with the topography and existing trees, 
Its design went one step farther,, however, and grouped trees by family 
and genus according to the natural order, while presenting them in logical 
sequence; "a blend of the scientific and the picturesque." In the end, the 
Arboretum introduced more than one thousand trees and shrubs into this 
country, chiefly from Eastern Asia. 7-

Sargent remained d i r e c t o r and benevolent d i c t a t o r of t h i s i n s t i t u t i o n u n t i l 
h i s death i n 192 7. I n a d d i t i o n , he served as a s p e c i a l agent of the t e n t h 
census to i n v e s t i g a t e the f o r e s t s of the U n i t e d States; served as Chairman 
of a commission i n New York s t a t e to recommend a plan f o r the acre of the 
Adirondack f o r e s t ; chaired a committeee formed to prepare a plan f o r the 

» ; Staple to Inventory form at bottom 
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Brookline •*-• •. t 

Property Name:Sargent' s Pond 

Indicate each item on inventory form Wiich is being continued below. 1- ' ' 
H i s t o r i c a l S i g n i f i c a n c e - 3 ' 

p r e s e r v a t i o n and management o f N a t i o n a l Fores t s ; and p layed an impor tan t 
r o l e i n the development o f U n i t e d States f o r e s t p o l i c y . 

He was also a t r u s t e e o f the Museum o f Fine A r t s ; t r u s t e e and p re s iden t 
o f the Massachusetts Socie ty f o r Promoting A g r i c u l t u r e ; t r u s t e e o f the 
Massachusetts H o r t i c u l t u r a l Soc i e ty , and a member o f the American Academy 
of A r t s and Sciences. F o l l o w i n g i n h i s f a t h e r ' s f o o t s t e p s , he was a 
d i r e c t o r o f the Boston and Albany R a i l r o a d f rom 1880 on, and a v i c e 
p re s iden t o f the Massachusetts H o s p i t a l L i f e Insurance Company. An 
e d i t o r o f Garden and Forest f r o m 1889-1897, Snrgent was a l so the author 
o f a number o f books, i n c l u d i n g the f o u r t e e n volume, 740 p l a t e S i l v a 
o f Nor th America. _ ... . . ^ -

He m a r r i e d mar r i ed Mary A l l e n Robeson i n 1873 and had f i v e c h i l d r e n . 
One mar r i ed Guy L o w e l l , the a r c h i t e c t , w h i l e another , Charles Sprague 
Sargent, J r . , became the t r u s t e e o f Holm Lea And-supervised i t s 
even tua l s u b d i v i s i o n i n the l a t e 1920's and e a r l y 1930's . Charles 
Sargent l i v e d i n B r o o k l i n e f o r most o f h i s l i f e and served as a Trustee 
o f the Walnut H i l l s Cemetery and as a Park Commissioner. 

"By a l l accounts> Sargent was an u n p r e d i c t a b l e , d i f f i c u l t , and not 
ve ry l o v a b l e man, and no one ever c la imed t h a t he was a genius . Yet he 
founded a remarkable i n s t i t u t i o n , and he won the f r i e n d s h i p and respect 
o f many g i a n t s o f h i s day, i n c l u d i n g F rede r i ck Law Olmsted and Henry 
Hobson Richardson" (Za i t zevsky , p .63) who were a lso h i s B r o o k l i n e 
neighbors (See 99 Warren S t ree t and 25 Cottage S t r e e t , r e s p e c t i v e l y . ) 

Sargent's Pond meets NR c r i t e r i a A,B,& C, being one of the few remaining elements of 
the Sargent Estate, probably the most famousl9th century country estate f o r which 
Brookline gained so wide a reputa t ion , and representing the s p i r i t of the landscape 
philosophy of Charles Sprague Sargent, renowned h o r t i c u l t u r a l i s t and founder of the 
Apnold Arboretum. , -̂ .. 

S t a p l e to- I n v e n t o r y . f o r m at bo t tom 
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WASO Form -177 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET 

Sar~ent's Pond (Brookline MRA) 
Nor olk County 
MASSACHUSETTS 

SEP 4 1985 
Working No. ~ _L 
Fed. Reg. Date: ""2._,._-"!,.,,.._/;.__'f'.-1.1 ___ _ __ _ 
Date Due: /07~~-r - ,N b 9 / t!;-_ 
Action: ~CEPT /O - [? - J- l 

D resubmission 
D nomination by person or local government 
D owner objection 

__ RETURN __ 
Ente.red in the __ REJECT ------

National llegist.•ral Agency: - ------ ---
D appea l 

Substantive Review: D sample D request 

Reviewer's comments : 

Nominat ion returned for: __ technical corrections cited below 
__ substantive reasons discussed below 

1. Name 

2. Location 

3. Classification 

O appeal 

Category Ownership 
Public Acquisition 

Status 
Accessible 

4. Owner of Property 

5. Location of Legal Description 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

Has this property been determined eligible? 

7. Description 

Condition 

D excellent 

Ogood 

Dtair 

0 deteriorated 

0 ruins 

0 unexposed 

Dyes Ono 

Check one 

D unaltered 

D altered 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

D summary paragraph 
D completeness 
D clarity 
0 alterations/integrity 
0 dates 
0 boundary selection 

D NR decision 

Recom./Criteria ___________ _ 

Reviewer----------- ----
Discipline ________ ______ _ 
Date _______________ _ 

__ see continuation sheet 

Present Use 

Check one 

D original site 
D moved date _______ _ 



8. Significance 

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below 

Specific dates Builder/Architect 
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

CH summary paragraph 
Q completeness 
CH clarity 
CH applicable criteria 
CH justification of areas checked 
CH relating significance to the resource 
CH context 
CH relationship of integrity to significance 
CH justification of exception 
CH other - " : 

J • 'i:;L • • J 'ki ffi,. 

9. Major Bibliographical References 

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of nominated property 
Quadrangle name 
UTM References 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

11. Form Prepared By 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state Is: 

national state local 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

title date 

13. Other 

CH Maps 
CH Photographs 

• other ..: 7:-- A V 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to . 

Signed. Date Phone: 

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet 
'tff.K 












