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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Starke barn is not a polyhedronal, a type more common in Nebraska,
but a true round barn. It is three stories tall and 130 feet in diameter.
The central silo, of brick and mortar construction, is 28 feet in diameter
and 65 feet in height, with a total volume of 40,000 cubic feet. The roof
is a gable and of low pitch, required by the barns great circumference.

The construction method is a combination of balloon framing and heavy
timber supports. The entire three level vertical and horizontal support
frame is of massive 12 x 12 timbers, which are held together by compressive
and balancing tensile forces rather than by nails or pegs, which would be
useless as fasteners under the thousands of tons the building was designed
to hold.

The barn has three levels: the bottom for animals, the second for
machinery, and the third (of Toft level) for hay. The three are composed
on a split level basis. The bottom level is below ground around the front,
but opens into the stock area on the rear. The second level (for machinery
storage) is directly accessible from the front portion ground level. The
Toft (or third level) is the only one that is not directly accessible.

The barn was originally covered with horizontal siding. In the early
1960's the original wood siding was covered over with corrugated iron
sheets, and this also covered the windows which originally completely
rimmed the lower level. With the exception of this minor alteration, the
barn still stands today virtually unaltered since its construction.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Starke barn was built in 1902-1903 by the four Starke brothers,
Conrad, Ernest, Bill and Chris, who came to Nebraska from Milwaukee at
the behest of their homesteading grandfather. The barn cost approx-
imately $25,000 to build and its expense is purportedly one of the causes
that the farm was sold "on the courthouse steps" to the Rasser family
(the present owners) in 1930.

Although deviations from the main barn type are found throughout
the county, the true round barn is an important part of Americas
vernacular architecture, as there seems to be no apparent correlation
for the true round form traceable to a European heritage. The Starke
round barn is Nebraska's largest round barn and may possibly be one of
the Tlargest in the nation.
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