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Percy Rasser
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TITLE OF SURVEY:

Historic Preservation in Nebraska - Preliminary Plan
October 1970DATE OF SURVEY: Federal State [ [ County Q Local

DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS:

Nebraska State Historical Society
STREET AND NUMBER:

CITY OR TOWN:
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CONDITION
I | Excellent Good n
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Deteriorated | ] Ruins | | Unexposed
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Altered SI Unaltered
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O Moved |2J Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AN D ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Starke barn is not a polyhedronal, a type more common in Nebraska, 
but a true round barn. It is three stories tall and 130 feet in diameter. 
The central silo, of brick and mortar construction, is 28 feet in diameter 
and 65 feet in height, with a total volume of 40,000 cubic feet. The roof 
is a gable and of low pitch, required by the barns great circumference.

The construction method is a combination of balloon framing and heavy 
timber supports. The entire three level vertical and horizontal support 
frame is of massive 12 x 12 timbers, which are held together by compressive 
and balancing tensile forces rather than by nails or pegs, which would be 
useless as fasteners under the thousands of tons the building was designed 
to hold.

The barn has three levels: the bottom for animals, the second for 
machinery, and the third (of loft level) for hay. The three are composed 
on a split level basis. The bottom level is below ground around the front, 
but opens into the stock area on the rear. The second level (for machinery 
storage) is directly accessible from the front portion ground level. The 
loft (or third level) is the only one that is not directly accessible.

The barn was originally covered with horizontal siding. In the early 
1960's the original wood siding was covered over with corrugated iron 
sheets, and this also covered the windows which originally completely 
rimmed the lower level. With the exception of this minor alteration, the 
barn still stands today virtually unaltered since its construction.
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The Starke barn was built in 1902-1903 by the four Starke brothers, 
Conrad, Ernest, Bill and Chris, who came to Nebraska from Milwaukee at 
the behest of their homesteading grandfather. The barn cost approx­ 
imately $25,000 to build and its expense is purportedly one of the causes 
that the farm was sold "on the courthouse steps" to the Rasser family 
(the present owners) in 1930.

Although deviations from the main barn type are found throughout 
the county, the true round barn is an important part of Americas 
vernacular architecture, as there seems to be no apparent correlation 
for the true round form traceable to a European heritage. The Starke 
round barn is Nebraska's largest round barn and may possibly be one of 
the largest in the nation.



Welsch, Roger I., "Nebraska's Round Barns, 11 Nebraska History, Vol. 51, 
No. 1, Spring, 1970.

Files; Nebraska State Historical Society.

Architectural Forum, "American Barns," Vol. 95, August, 1951.
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NAME AND TITLE:

Persijs Kolberg, Curator of Historic Sites
ORGANI ZATION

Nebraska State Historical Society Oct. 12. 1971
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­ 

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in the National Register and certify that it has been 

evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 

level of significance of this nomination is:

National Q State [X] Local G

Name

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Register.

Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation

Date

ATTEST:

Title Director, Nebraska State
Historical Society

Date Oct. 12, 1971

Keeper of The Rational Register
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COMMON: Starke Round Barn
AND/OR HISTORIC:
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Postal address: R.R. #2, Red Cloud
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Nebraska
COUNTY:

Webster

SOURCE:

U.S.G.S.; Superior Quadrangle

surveyed in 1893-94; reprinted 1949

TO BE INCLUDED ON ALL. MAPS

1. Property broundaries where required.

2. North arrow.

3. Latitude and longitude reference.


