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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL. (I f known) PHYSICAL. APPEARANCE

Present Condition of Ft. McClary-

The fort has deteriorated quite a bit from its state in 1845 when 
construction had reached a high point.

It is pentagonal-shaped with a perimeter of approximately 2000 
feet. Great walls of granite masonry surround the fort's buildings. 
The front sea wall, bordering Portsmouth, N.H. harbor, is 500 feet 
long and 30 feet high. Parts of the wall were never completed, and many 
huge unused granite blocks are in evidence about the grounds. Evidence* 
of two brick buildings, a riflemen's house and a barracks, are to be 
found inside the walls. A powder magazine is still standing, and is in 
good condition. There is another magazine located in a flanker near 
the granite wall.

The most prominent feature of the fort is the hexagonal-shaped 
blockhouse with a granite first story, topped with an overhanging 
wooden second story. The blockhouse is in good repair, and has been 
changed relatively little through the years. During the past several 
years, the Maine State P ark and Recreation Commission has made steady 
progress in repairing the site and placing interpretive panels on the 
grounds for the convenience of visitors.

Original Appearance-

The physical appearance of the fort has changed little since 1845 
except for the natural deterioration of the walls and inner buildings.
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Fort McClary has long been associated with defense arrangements for 
Portsmouth Harbor.

Originally called Fort William, the name was changed after the American 
Revolution to Fort McClary in honor of Major Andrew McClary, highest 
ranking officer killed at the battle of Bunker Hill.

(A. 
The site on which the historical nucleus of Fort McClary stands was
fortified as early as 17^5 to protect the merchants of Massachusetts 
(which then included the present state of Maine) from "unreasonable 
duties" imposed by the colony of New Hampshire. An active post, its 
defenses apparently kept the British from venturing attack on Kittery 
and Portsmouth. All signs of the original fortification disappeared 
when the U. S. Government acquired title by an act of the Massachusetts 
Legislature in 1803.

This six sided blockhouse is unusual with its granite first story, 
topped with an overhanging wooden second story. Also, it was built 
after the War of 1812, in 1S4-5, which is an unusually late construction 
date for a blockhouse of this type.

The first Fort McClary was completed in 1809 and in the period 
probably as the result of strained relations with Great Britain over 
the northeastern boundary, it was further strengthened.

A distinguished son of Maine, Hannibal Hamlin, in July, 1864, enlisted 
here in Co. A., State Guard, Maine Volunteer Militia, as a private, 
after having been Vice President under Abraham Lincoln.

Above you learned that originally this was called Fort William. William 
Pepperp^ll came from England as a youth; he became commander of the 
Fort, Maine's most distinguished citizen and New England's wealthiest 
man. His son, Sir William, served on Massachusetts' Governor's Council 
32 years, 16 as president. He led the successful Louisburg Expedition 
in 1745, contributing 45,000 pounds of his own money.
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Donald Holmstrom, Historian
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na 
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 
in the National Register and certify that it has been 
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 
level of significance of this nomination is:

National [Xj State n Local Q

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 
National Register.

•X^^^^^i___

Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation

Date

ATTEST:

Title
Lawrence Stuart 
Director

Keeper ofj/The National Register

SEP 2 9 1969
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