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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

// Presen?ly the District is occupied by a paim grove, several buildings
including the. three principal hisforic sfrucTures and the modern meefing
hall for the Torres-Martinez Band, The maln sfanding historic structures
are three in number: +the schoolhouse (Photo #1), the agency building
(Photo #2) and the agent's quarters (Photo #3). An earlier adobe building
on the premises, which apparently was a previous school building, burned
in 1969, In spite of constant care and maintenance by Band members and
their supporters in surrounding communities, including a recent large-scale
clean-up and painting, the buildings are continuing to fall Into disrepair,
and are in serious danger of catching fire,

A large archaeological site has been repor*ed about 150 yards to the
west of the buildnngs, from which local collectors have recovered late
prehistoric potsherds and projectile points. One large walk=-in_Cahuilla
Indian water well still exists about 350 yards northeast of the bulldings,
and four more, in various states of repalr, extend to the east for a
distance of about 3/4 mile.

William Blake reports an Indian village at the location of the District

in 1853 (See attachment A)., In 1856, according to surveyor John La Croze
of Fhe Henry Washington party, two lndlan "rancherlas" and agricultural
fields were located in the immediate vicinity of the District (Map 2).
One of the rancherias was probably the village of Puichekiva or wanteauem
(Strong 1929:44; Map 3), and one of them 1s probably represented by the
archaeological site and wells, Presumably these rancherlas were occupied
BT}or to the advent of whites lnfo the area,” but subsequent to the sub-

WFTal dessicafion of the Blake Sea, which Is thought to have covered
the area until approximateiy 1600 A.D.

The modern tribal building is the only new structure in the immediate
vicinity of the historical bulildings; it is a medium-sized stucco building
in front of which is a bedrock mortar placed there after being seized by
the FBI from a vandal who had removed It from federal land in Martinez
Canyon, several miles west of the Reservation, Except for the absence of
this building and a few other modern facilities, the District in the early
20th century probably looked rather |ittle different from its presenf
appearance, though of course the agency bulldings were Theﬂ‘new and in

continual use, . ' .
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Prehlsforic:\\The archaeological site within the boundaries of the

e

proposed District was probably occupled sometime after 1600 A.D, by
a_population involved in economic readaptation following The"FeEéSS|on
of the Blake Sea., Sometime prior to 1856 this group adopted agricul ture,
since fields were recorded by Henry Washnngfon s survey team that went
through the area in that year., The problem of human adaptation to the
dessication of the Blake Sea is the primary research question being
addressed by archaeologists in the Coachella Valley, and the early
presence of agriculture at this village argues for adoption of plant
cultivation as an adaptation to the loss of lake resourcesgy

Historic: The Martinez (subsequently Torres-Martinez) Reservation

was established in 1876 by order of President U, S, Grant, The Agency
bus!ding, Agent's quarfers, and school were consfrucfed by 1907 and are
foday the oldest Indian agency buildings st1ll standing in Callifornia,
according Q research conducted by the Riverside County Historical
Commission,” They continue to be a significant focus for the community
life of the Torres-Martinez Reservation (See attachment B); church
services are held in the school building and fiestas are held in the
District, during which times the Agency buildings are used as temporary
museums, The site of the bulldings themselves has been designated a
Riverside County Historical Landmark, and a bronze plaque has been
erected on the site by the Riverside County Historical Commission (See
attachment C).

Architectural: The Agency buildings provide a good example of early
20th-century governmental architecture., The comments of Mr, William
Cody, architectural historian for the local chapter of the American

Institure of Architects, are attached (See attachment D).
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Riverside, California,

of California Press 1929:44,

Rgporfs of Explorations and Surveys...etc. (See attachment A)
Field notes and map of 1856 survey, on file with County Recorder,

Pertinent articles in Riverside PRESS-ENTERPRIZE, May 7, 1970 by Bill
Jennings, May 12, 1970 and December 5, 197! by Tom Patterson
ABORIGINAL SOCIETY IN SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA, William D. Strong, University

Various documents in the National Archives, Washington, D.C. (See
attachment E)
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NAME AND TITLE:

Thomas F, King, Member

ORGANIZATION

Riverside County Historical Commission

DATE

Sept, 5, 1972

STREET AND NUMBER:

3865 Orange Street

CITY OR TOWN:

Riverside

STATE CODE

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), 1 hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended
level of significance of this nomination is:

National (7] State (Y] Local [}

NOV 81972

Date

I hereby certify that this property is included in the

National Register.

Chief, Office of Archeology and Hisppric Preservation

Date

ATTEST:

Keeper of The National Register

Date

VN,

Callfornia 92501 _ 06
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